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2. * IRST VOLUME, 


N SERMON ho 
On the Firſt SUNDAY j in A D VE N 7. 
Sen ſhall they ſee the Son of Mn coming in LE: 
Cloud with great Power and - Majeſty. 
. - when theſe things begin to come 10 2 
up and li ift > your heads: becauſe your Re- 
demption i i at . N 


1. The Laſt Judgment is nigh, precarious, and 
terrible. 

II. Is inevitable, univerſal, and public: and 

III. Is final, deciſive, and admitting no Apeal. 7 


1 1 
| On the Second SunDay n ADVENT. 
„ MATTHEW xi: 2, 3, 4, 5z 6. 
When Fobn had beard in Priſon the Works of 
* Chriſt, ſending two of his Diſciples, he ſayd 
10 bim: Art thou he who art to come, or 
look we for another? And Feſus, making 
anſwer, ſay d to them : Go and report to Fobn 
- *vbat you have heard and ſeen: The Blind ſee, 
the Lame walk,  Lepers are made clean, to the 


Poor the Goſpel is preach'd : And bleſſed is be 
whos not ſcandalized in me. 2. 


1 The Sovereign Importance and fruitful Neceſ- 


- ſay (in Theory of Works of Mercy, to attain 


, to Salvation : and | 
| A._3; .. © * 


>>» 


> Þ 


o NEN 
II. The univerſal Facility, and indiſpenſable Duty 
of redueing, their. to Practice, with Regard 
: „ker ns of ll Station ET > Baer 4 | 
1 e FIG --. II. . 4 
= Se Thy SUNDAY, it ADVENT. 7 
1 + . O HN 5: 22. 
22 art thou? What: ſayiſt thou of thy ſelf 2 86 - 
1 I. The Dan for every Man, to want a com- 
ui petent Knowledge of himſelf: au! 
i LEE: w_ How important it is for _ t/ 5 ſuch ef 
_— "ox, e, eee el 
On the Feurth 5 in A Dy E N T. 
* 2 — 9 St. L U K E iii. 4; 55 8 ; 


Te Ve of One crying in the Deſert : Ppepart'the 

ay of the: Lord, make. ſtrait bis Paths ©: Every 
Valley ſball be fl'd and every Mountain and Hill! 
all be -jnade:low ; and crooked Things all. Be 8 5 

made ftrait and rough Ways plain: And all 
Fleſh ſhall ſee the Salvation of Gov. 108 


I. The Importance of engen to N 
— - - One, as a Man; 


Aa, Chriſtian; and . 
It. As a Perſon. engaged. in one e Particular Sta- 
Ito A | 113 
* SUNDAY within. the. OCTAVE, 1. 
ee, Ds APIs. . 
Ke] 8 | EK E. 15 34. ' 85 1 71 


3 B . 55 Yer unto The e An the 

5 \ Reſurrettitn May in Ilraet; a Fa for a 

SNN uch 256 *coutradifted. 5 294. © 

: 1 Oppoſition to Chriſt, "Deltrucagi" As our tem. 8 
poral Felicity: lie a 

u * to our eta} Happnk 140 


; VI. On 
& 2 A _— F 0 5 * 


—— LY * — „ * 


1 ® 


= 
LE 


2 0. N. T E N . 8. 
VI. 
. On SUYngaY FACANT. 


PSALM A 
Dq 1% Pay uttereth a Word; And Night: #0 
Ni ight pointeth-out Knowle''ge. Tk Page 173 
hat. Encouragement this World, ſo olized, 

| gives to it's Followers in the. Purſuit of it: £ 
| II. What Rewards in the Enjoyment of it: gud 
III. What uſeful Reflections may be drawn from 
„ „ VII. 177 
On tbe Firſt SunDAY after the EPIPHANY, 
Being within th OCTAVE. . 
„„ LIKE... 65. *** 
And. Feſus proceeded in Wi ;ſdom, and Age, ond 
Grace with Gop and Men. * 


| 217 
| 1. The Shortneſs of Human Life fer-forth is in it's 
"true Light; 


1. How much eternal ation depends upon 
making good uſe. of Ty. fingle Minute of - 


it: and | 
9 m Some eaſy Rules for. improving the Whole | 
oel it to infinit Advantage. 17 95 220 


; 1 3 

Os the Second SUNDAY after the Ebrpnany. 

Vo St. 0 HN ü. 2, a2. 
| There was Marriage made in Cana of | Galilee : 
| and the Mother of Ixsus was there. And 
25 5 . Jz8vs alſo was invited, and his Diſciples to the 
1 Marriage. 8 TY 
78 e x The Reflections which All ſingle Perſons 
| ought to make, before they part with their 
Liberty: and | 
II. The Obligations they lay chemſclves waer. | 


> _ when they do part with that ; Liberty,;Þ 
Wo 


72 ———— — 6 ** 4 : * x VE 


* = 


ny 


” 


. * * 
N 210 13 . py 
« *s , - 


ON TE NT s. 

ö 

On ia Third SUNDAY after the Epronany, 
St. MATTHEW viii. 2, 3. | 


Lord if thou wilt, Thou can't make me clean 
J will be thou mad: clean. . * 12 | 


I. The chief Ends, which, as Chriſtians, All, 
who embrace it, -ought to propoſe to chem- 
ſelves in the Mar riage-State : and | 

II. The main Obſtacles They ought to ; ks to 
remove, in order to attain to thoſe dclirable 
A 3 cr 53 

7 > & : — 
On the Fourth SuNDAY Nader the Eri PHANY, 


St. MATT H E W viii. 24, 25, 26. 
And Lo! A great Tempeſt aroſe in the Sea, ſo that 
the Boat was cover'd with Waves, but Jesus 
pt. And his Diſciples came to him, and raiſed 
bim ſaying : Lord ſave us: We periſb. And he 
ſayꝰ ib to them: Why are ye fearful, O Ye of little | 
Faith ? Then riſing up he commanded the Winds 
and the Sea, and there enſued a great Calm. 302 


I. The main Obſtacles, which Satan endeavours 
to throw in the Way of Married Perſons to 
the deſirable Ends of Marriage, mention d in 
my former Sermon: and | 

II. The 1006 4505 means to ſurmount them. 305 
3 
On the E :fth SUNDAY after the Eriyiay, 


St. MATT H E W xiii, 30. | 
Suffer Both to grow till theHarveſt, and, in the Time 
of theHarveſt, I will ſay to the Reaper: Gather- 
up firſt the Cockle and bind it in Bundles to burn 
but the Wheat gather ye into my Barn. 241 

I. Whatever Reaſons the Almighty may have 
for ſuffering the Wicked to intermix with 

h ys aol 


\ 


CON T E NTS. 
the Good in his Church, his Will i is — 
leſs that there be none but Good. 


II. Probable Reaſons may be aſſign'd for his 
divine Toleration of this Mixture of the Bad 


with the Good: and 
III. It abſolutely depends upon every Chriſtian 
to be of the Number of the Good and Elect, 
if he ſo pleaſes. : Page 345 
t Th” © 


On the Sixth SunDay after the EPIPHANY. 


St. MATTHEW xiii. 31, 32. 


The Kingdom of Heaven is like a Grain of Muſtard- 
Seed, which a Man took and ſow'd in his Field. 


Which is the Leaſt indeed of all Seeds ; But when 


it is grown-up, it is greater than all H erbs, and 
is made a Tree; ſo that the Fouls of 15 Air 
come and dwell in the Branches of it. 366 


I. The lowly diminutive Seeds, to which this 
Holy Church owes it's Being; 

II. The immoveable ide, on Which her 
Doctrins are built: and 


III. The ſacred Security Which They enjoy who 


ſeek Shelter under the extenſive Cover of her 
infallible Faith 1x 2 


l. | 
OnSEPTUAGESIMA Su DAV. 
St. MATT HEW x. 4, 16. 


Go Ye into- my Vincard and What ſhall be juſt I 
+ will give you , . . . For Many are call'd. 1 Few 
Choſen, © 338 
I. Alling well is the infallible Means of aſcers 
taining our Predeſtination to eternal Happi- 


. nels: and 


II. A#ing ill, or not Ain well, is the ſure Cauſe 


+08 Damnation to eternal Miſery. | ' 208" 
„ 8 To NIV. On 


* N 
2 1 
„„ ** A 5.4 


12 3 
eo ers 
= On EEA AE E T u Sonbayy 
S.. L UX E vii 57 6. 7, 8g 11. 


The Sower went forth to ſow bis Seed © Aud, while 
He ſoweth, ſom? fell by the Way. de, es was ' 
trodden upon... Some fell upon the Rock , and, 

_ being ſhot up, wi ther 4 . . . Other-Some fell among 
Thorns ; and the Thorns, grown up, with, ebend d | 
#: And. Orher-Some, fell upon good n a} 
and, being ſhot up, yielded Fruit a bundred- fold. 
« « . The Seed is the Ward of Gdp. Page 428 

L The Firft Miſtake, which renders Sermons. 
fruitleſs, relates to the Preacher who ſpeaks, 
Il The Second to the Divine Word which, is 

ſpoken: and | 

1. The 7 bird to Yourſelyes who hear i . 832 


XV. 70 fl 1 — 


* 


01 QVINQUAGESIMA. wanna, 
St. LU K E wii. 31, to 34. | 


Jzs8vs took the Twelve, and 1 ſaid. to them: Bebel. 2 
We go up 10 Feruſalem And all Things , ſhall. be «7 
uljüld which were written by. 15 Prophets of the g 
Son of Man. For be Hall be deliver d to be Gen- 
tils : and ſhall be noch d and Hauses 7 and, is 

: And after they have ſcourged tim they will 
kill bim, and the third Day bs full rift again.” 
And' they underſtood None of ubeſe ns, 13500 

I. The very much Which Goch Jon e nd 

_ "does, to fave Mankind.: and 

II. The very Little which N akin 95 id ive | 


- themſelves. © — 1 
- CES — SN —— 


* 


* 
* 5 


—— 
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Ne TT 


N. * The Le * 8383 to. of Wark l bt paced at 
tte End of the Fourth Volune. 
| 1 | SERMON 


8 E R M © N 


jth thy | 4 8 4 > o THE | 
FIRST Sunbay in ADVENT 


ka * II. rr 1 1 144 12. 7.3 w © £44 1 — 


5 e Gy 2 58 
Thin 01 they ſer the den of Man coming 

in a bud with great Power and Majeſty. 
"But toben -theſe things begin to come to 
5 look up. and lift up your heads : 

HO — . . Jour Redeniption : 15 at hand. 5 


'. ith, v7 * 
_ . 1 


wenn AM not alas Briovzö, 
bow very high the Torrent of 
733 Infidelity runs in this Age, but 
N T's ae eſpecially in this Country; 
where Anarchy preſides over 
Perſons and Things ; where all Ideas are 
huddled into Incertainty, and where Liber- 
tinage is miſtaken for Liberty, Imbecillity | 
of Mind for Freedom of 'T —ç ht, and the 
al <4 of Truth for "Truth itſelf, | 
ol I, Co It 


© On the Firſt « Sunday. 2 co 
It is too glaring a Fact to doubt of, that the 


prevailing Majority in this miſguided Land 
is a Set of ſhallow ſelf-approving Witlings, 


the Tenderneſs of whoſe Intellects, ſoften'd 


into Impotence by the Corruption of a de- 
piraved Heart, confounds all Myſtery with 
Ümpoſition, Faith with Credulity, Piety 
with Folly, and Religion with Slavery. 
Hence is it, that, unable to diſtinguiſh falſe 
Glory from the true, they ſeek all their 
Reputation of Men of Genius in coarſely 
ridiculing thoſe ſacred irrefragable Doctrines, 
which their groveling Souls want as much 
the Spirit to practice as the Power to reaſon 
away. Was it then to this unbelieving 


Herd, that I purpoſed at preſent to addrefs | 
my Diſcourſe ; I ſhould begin at the wrong 


End, if, before I diſplay the Terrors of a 


General Judgment, I did not firſt eſtabliſh, 


with invincible Proofs, the Certainty of it's 
future Exiſtence. But in a Sermon to You, 
Chriſtians, the Orthodoxy of whoſe F aith 


renders that eaſy Task a needleſs One; 1 


ſhould deem it inexcuſable Tautology to 
waſte words in proving, what. is believed 
and acknowledged. 
| You are Chriſtians; and thats "it 
be convinced of a Univerſal Reſurrection. 
You are Chriſtians ; and therefore muſt be 
appriſed of the great and dreadful Judg- 
ment which will tread on the heal of it. 


And You, All, SOR to believe that 


Gap 


— * 


„ ADVENT. 


Gov. himſelf i is the Judge « Hip will 1 ; 5 5 


there in Perſon, to try the Living and the 
Dead. Tell me however, ----- what good 
effect does this Conviction, this Pre- ſenti- 
ment, this inward Belief produce in you? 
How much better Chriſtians does it make of 
you than of the moſt errant Seeptics? Or, 
to ſpeak more Juitly, how much leſs crimi- 
nal does it keep you than the moſt con- 
firm'd Miſcreants? What Virtues do you 
practice more than they? And Whieh of 
their Vices are all of you free from, if ſome 
of you do not outſtrip the worſt of them ? 
They (and where is the wonder ? ) are co- 
vetous, haughty, leud, revengeful, 
temperate, flothfal in the Service of tn 
and void of Charity, Mercy and Juſtice to 
their Fellow-Creatures : But which of you 
is innocent enough of all theſe Sins to throw 
the firſt Stone at them? Are not the beſt of 
you all cater? up with Vanity, Self-loye, 
Peeviſhneſs, Ne pln in your Devo- 8 
tions and Languor i in the Works af Mercy, 
Juſtice 'and Charity -to your Neighbours ? 
Vet you believe that You, as well as They, 
ſhall one day be ſummon d to the Tribunal 
of Gop; but how is it you do believe? Ah 
be ſerious for once, Beloved, and dare to be 
ſincere with yourſelves. 15 your Belief no- 
ways akin to that of the rebellious Spirits of 
whom the holy Apdſtle St. Fames makes 
mention? The very Powers of Darkneſs, 'b 
i c 


i 


10, the Firſt S uNDAY | 
he wiſely obſerves, believe and ſhudder : But 
what, alas, does their conſtrain'd Belief or 
ſervil Fear avail them? And what will any 
Conviction or Panic avail you, which, like 
theirs, is abortive and fruitleſs ? Thou bekeveſt 
that there is a Gor, ſays our Apoftle, 2 
Soy who will one day call thee to a ſevere, 
ublic, minute account of all thy Actions, 
Words, and even Thoughts; nay Omiſſions 
too? Thou do ſt well: the Devils alſo be- 
lieve and tremble. But wilt thou know, O 
vain Man, that Faith without Works is dead? 
Ah deareſt Fellow-Chriſtians! it is even 
ſo. Vain is all your Belief to fecure you from 
the fatal Conſequences which that Judgment 
may be attended with ; if you take no pains 
to be in readineſs for it. Uſeleſs are all your 
preſent Terrors, if they are too weak to keep 
vou upon your guard w—_ future Ones. 
And yet is not this the Caſe with Many of 
You? Have you yet made any preparation, 
for your Safety in that great and terrible 
Day? Have you ever conſider d it in a truly 
ſerious light? Surely it is impoſſible, Surely 
you have never weigh'd the material Cir- 
cumſtances attending it; or You, who pro- 
feſs yourſelves Catholics, that is, faithful 
Followers of a Crucified Chriſt, and Sharers 
with him in the Sufferings and Humiliation 
of his Croſs; You, T jay, would never 
copy, as too Many of you do, the diffoluts 
Manners of Thoſe, who either own him not 
| | at 


2 wo - 9 * 
- FX  - . MN 
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| in ADVENT 12 8 4 "— 
at all, or own him only to aggravate their | 
gquilt in diſobeying him. The Hor y GnosT 
by the pen of Ecclefiaſticus tells you that 
the bare Reflection on your Latter End is 
. ſufficient to deter you from every Crime: 
Remember your Laſt Things and you will never 
fin. If this be ſo, Beloved, as after ſuch 
Authority we cannot doubt it to be; whence 
comes it, that you both believe and tremble _ 
at this your laſt great Affair, and yet fin on 
with the ſame freedom as if you actually 
doubted of, nay abſolutely disbelieved, it? 
You know that the Iſſue of this important 
Criſis is nothing leſs than unending Happi- 
neſs or ——_— Miſery. Can you then 
be indifferent whether you ſhall be eternally 
happy or eternally wretched? No: That, 
1 preſume, is not your Caſe, Eternal Feli- 
city is what you all figh after, even while 
you turn your backs upon it. But a dread- 
ful Illufion has ſeized faſt hold of Many of 
you, and detains you in a deplorable Suſ- 
penſe between falſe Fear and miſtaken Se- 
curity. The all-venturing Indolence of 
your Fears keeps ſome of you from reflect- 
ing on the Danger you are expoſed to: 
And the cowardly Boldneſs of Preſumption 
makes Others of you confider that Danger 
as leſs important, lefs certain, and farther 
off than it really is. And therefore you 8 
make yourſelves eaſy by avoiding-to dwell 
on a Subject which muſt ſhock your ima- 
i 7 ginations. 


On 'the Fir/i SunDAY 
ginations. So that you gratify your Paſſions 
with any pleaſures which you look upon to be 
certain, becauſe within your preſent Reach, 
buoy” d up with the deluſive hopes of eſca- | 
ping thoſe Terrors which your corrupted 
Fancy places at the. remoteſt diſtance, to 
give them the greater air of Uncertainty. 
But give me leave, dear Brethren, to un- 
deceive you. If I diſturb your preſent 
Tranquillity, by awaking you from the 
pleaſing fatal dream you are in, it is only 
to provide for your future Security. There 
are many and weighty Reaſons, why you 
ought to uſe your utmoſt endeavours to be -- 
undeceived : Reaſons, however, which you 
will never ſufficiently comprehend till you 
are thoroughly rouzed. Let it ſuffice then 
for the preſent to tell you that your Eternal 
Salvation or Perdition abſolutely depends 
upon the good or bad State you will be 
found in at the day of Judgment: The na- 
tural Conſequence of which is, that it is an 
Affair of the higheſt Moment to you All to 
live in a perpetual Preparation for this awful 
Judgment. And now to ſet this infallible 
* — .* in the cleareſt Light, and to remove 
from your Minds every Pre- poſſeſſion, 
which ſtands between you and Evidence, it 
will be proper to examin into the princi- 
pal Circumſtances attending the dreadful 
* Scrutiny in queſtion: Which I ſhall do by 
conſidering it under theſe general heads. 


Firft, 
„ 


in ADVENT. 


Firf, As nigh at hand, precarious 8 
terrible. | 
Secondly, As inevitable, univerſal, and 

public: and 

Thirdly, As final, deciſive, and admit- 

ting no. Appeal. 

„ O Criſis! Nice important Criſs, on 
<« which a Whole Eternity depends ! What 
great and weighty Stakes are truſted to 
* thy doubtful Iſſue? Dread Arbiter of 
„that laſt ſolemn Period! Take pity, 
« 'while there is yet a time for- Pity on this 
te thy choſen People, diſmay'd with fruit- 
* leſs apprehenſions of thy future Judg- 
© ment and approaching Wrath; O graci- 
<< ouſly remove all ſervil Terrors from us, 
e and only give us ſuch a holy Fear as grate- 
te ful Love creates, which, keeping us from 

giving thee offence while thou ar't ſtill 
%% ur Saviour, may leave us Nought to 
ec fear but All to hope when thou ſhalt 
come our Judge, 5 try the World by 
Fire. So when we ſee Thee, Lord, le 
on f Man, coming in a Cloud with great 
Power and. Majeſty. With Joy ſhall we 
Joo up, with joy lift up our ade, .to 

** ſee that our en hue; ts af band. 5 


This Joy k W is not to be obtaid d 
but by a previous Taſte of Sorrow. If you 
Nen reap, Chriſtians; you muſt reſolve to 


ſow. 


On the Firſt SuxDay ; 
ow. The Seed of a joyful Hope is a ſorrow- 
ful Sedateneſs, They who fow in tears fhall 
reap in Foy, fays the Pſalmiſt. The Way 
then to lift up your head at the ſecond 
Coming of your Lord with joyful hopes of 
your approaching Redemption, is to depreſs 
them at preſent with. apprehenſion of his 
Coming upon you unawares, e er you are 

prepared againſt the Terrors which will ac- 
company his Judgment: This however you 
will never do, unleſs you often refreſh your 
Memories with a Recollection of the pritt- 

epa Circumſtances of it. 

I. The JUDGMENT of Gop ſhen, 
Beloved, is nigh at hand, is precarious, and 
terrible. It is nigb at hand: For the Nature 
of things afſures us it cannot be otherwiſe: 
A variety of concurring Signs prove it tobe 
ſo: And Goy's eternal Truth tells us it & fo. 
All the Works of Nature are alike periſh- 
able Being's which, beginning from 1 
perfect, tend to perfection only to ripen into 
decay. And the down-hill race they run 

from Maturity to Diſſolution is livelily de- 
picted to us in that miniature of created In- 
ſtability, the Roſe; which is ſome months 
acquiring the Bloom of a ſingle day: And 
the gay Morning which fhews it in the 
Zenith of it's Beauty is but the immediate 
Harbinger of the Night which is to deſtroy 
it. The Sybillin Prophecies, revered even by 

the graveſt Fathers of the Church, confine 


M ADVENT. 
the Duration of the World within the Pa- 
rentheſis of ſix thouſand Vears: According 
to which computation, if ſome Chronologies 
be true, we are ſhutting up that Parentheſis 
with the laſt Centuty. And what makes 
this appea r the more peo obable is, that, even 
in Jahner s day's, ry thing was come 
to it's utmoſt Perfection in Nature, in Arts 
and in Sciences, inſomuch, that That wiſeſt 
of Men tells us, that there was nothing New 
under the Sun: a all things ſince then 
| have been viſibly on the Decline, The 
vegetable — s Joſt it's Virtues in 
t, or Mankind — knowledge of them. 
| be ſenſitive Creatures are no more ſo ro- 
buſt as we read of old. Mankind itſelf is 
notoriouſly weaken'd in Strength, and in 
Numbers, and in Lengthof Life. For One who 
now lives to the common Age of our Fore- 
fathers, Thouſandsdie but with Half the ſeeds 
of life in them; And Deaths are remarkable 
more frequent than Births. Even They, who 
rub on through a half-rotten life to Old- Age, 
have neither the Sagacity nor Knowledges of 
Antiquity. In ſhort, the whole Creation has 
long been viſibly upon the Wane, it's Princi- 
ples of Production ſeem to be almoſt exhau- 
ſted, and the Nature of Things aſſures us, that 
the Judgment which muſt ſucceed is nigh at 
hand. Afarther Proof of which is the Number 
of Hereſies, Herefiarchs, Infidels and Profli- 
gates, falſe Chriſts and lying Prophets All, 
ö have multiplied like Locufts within 
r C theſe 
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theſe few Years paſt, and ſpread their Abo- 
minations in the Holy Place of Gop's 
Church. To which, if we add the frequent 
Eclipſes, Revolutions of Comets and other 

8 Signs in the Sun, in the Moon and in the 
Stars, the Diſtreſs of Nations throughout the 
World, with Wars and Rumours of Wars, 
with Sword, with Fire, with Famines and 

Plagues and Earthquakes, which our Sa- 
viour has ſo plainly foreteld us of; we can- 
not well be in our Senſes and not ſee, that a 
variety of concurring Signs prove the dread- 
ful Period of univerſal Judgment nigh at 
hand, And what is alone ſufficient to re- 
move every Plea of Ignorance is, that Goy's 
eternal Truth tells us ſo: Pes you ſhall 

fee theſe things,  fays Chriſt, know ye that it 
is nigh even at the doors. But this Subject 1 
ſhall enlarge upon elſe where, * fo that it 
is needleſs to ſay mote upon it at preſent 
Let me only juſt remind you, Chriſtians, 

| that now, when, as yourſelves, if you 18 
not reſolved to ſhut your Eyes, muſt ſee that 
theſe things begin to come to paſs ; it is high 
time for you to /ook up and lift up your 
heads, becauſe your Redemption is at hand- 
That is, provided You are happily prepared 
for the critical Summons, Otherwiſe your 
Safety is no leſs precarious than the judg- 
ment it depends upon, and That is ex- 
tremely ſo. Nin ; 4244 47 
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It is precarious how. ſoon or late it will 


be brought to paſs; what State it will find 


you in, and in what State it will leave you. 
How ſoon or how late the Son of Man will 


come. is a Secret to All, your Saviour tells 
you, even. to the Angels of Heaven, For 


nigh at hand as it is, Some of You may die 


before it; and poſſibly All of you may live 
to be the ſad Spectators of it, even in your 
mortal Fleſh, You can ſcarcely believe This? 


All of us” youll cry? © Why ſome of us are 


*f {ſtricken in years, ſtanding on the threſhald 


* of Immortality. No Matter for That. You 


are ſtill in the Fleſh and the Judgment of 
. Gop is nigh even at the Doors; and therefore 


may overtake Yau, before You take your firſt 


leap to Eternity, **- Surely tis impoſſible ---- 


* Why Antichriſt is not yet come. Heaven's 


forbid it. He is the immediate Fore- runner 
of the Wrath of Gap, and his Reign is to 


laſt but three- years and a half, at the End of 


which, the Diſſolutjon of the World ſhall 


begin. What a piteous Plight then would 


Some of you be in, if after having lived 
twenty, forty, perhaps threeſcore years in ſpi- 
ritual Sloth, perhaps in Sin, you ſhould have 
only three years and a half to mend that life 
in, to make reparation to Gop, to conquer 


your inveterate habits, and acquire a ſuffici- 


ent ſtock of Grace and Virtue to arm you 
againſt the Wrath of your offended Judge? 
And O my Gop, to what a fruitleſs pur- 
poſe haſt thou ſent me into this ſinful Land, 


Ll 
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if, after a many-years Miniſtry without the 
having wrought perhaps the full Converſion 
of one ſingle Soul, I ſhould have ſcarce a 
four- years leiſure left to make a freſh Eſſay 

Forbid it gracious, Lord, forbid it. Or give 
me firſt the ſacred force to melt the hearts 
of every Sinner I converſe with, to ſach a 
true Repentance, that, quite diſſolved into 
Compunction, the fervor of one Minute's 
pure Contrition may efface in them all the 
Guilt of their preceeding Years, and quite 
confirm them in thy Grace. Then let the 
Beaſt appear and warn us of thy coming, 
when e er thou pleaſeſt: 

Still, Chriſtians, who can poſitively for 
the Monſter ſhall not reign even now? The 
World is ſufficiently prepared to receive him. 

But ah! are you as — prepared to reſiſt 
this Emiſſary of Hell who fallt try to ſeduce, 

i poſſible, even the Ele? How u roar 
then are not you for that dread Jud ow 
which muſt enſue? And which it is f 
cations how ſoon or late ſhall come to — 7 
If you are not prepared for it at preſent; 
how will or promiſe yourſelves that you 
ſhall be ſo when your Dangers encreaſe, 

and even the Elect, 7 with all their grace, 
ſhall find themſelves not ſafe? Nay, if you 
are happily even in a State of Grace, you 
have no aſſurances of perſevering to the 

End. Tis then precarious quite what State 
that Judgment ſhall overtake you in; and 
eppſequently muſt by equally precarious, 

what 
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what Condition, whether of Happirets or 


Miſery eternal, it will leave you in; ſinee 
your Sentence to the One and the Other will 


be wholly dependent on the good or bad State 
you. will be in, when it overtakes you. Fou 


Have 


ing then to truſt to for your future 
er, 


that precarious: Occaſion, but to 
r preſent- Fears and Vigilance, - Watch 

— and pray that you enter not into temp. 

ration, For it is dreadful to fall into the 


hands of the living Sep, becauſe his Jadg- | 


ment is terrible. 


It is terrible in theApparetes eeepc, 5 


terrible in the Majeſty attending it; and tertic 
ble inthe Conſequences which may ſucceed it. 

What can be more repugnant to Nature 
chan the fear - inflicting Preſages of that 


wrathful Period! The Soul Which is not 


intirely ſear'd and harden'd into inhuma- 
nity cannot bear the conſideration of any 
of the cruel Cataſtrophes which ſenſitive 
Beings are ſubject ta, without an inbred 
ſhock. How then could you be Chriſtians, 
or Men, or even a part of the Creation; if 


u could eye the Convulſions of Nature, ö 
the but at a diſtance, without trembling with 


Concern for i it ? No: Td behold,” tho” from 
far, the ruinous Revolt of the Air, the Seas, 


the Earth and the Heavens, the defofition- 


breathing War of the Elements, and the 
_unparallel'd diſtreſs into which it will throw 
Mankind, who will wither with very fear 
of What ſhall come _— the World; ta 


behold 


U 
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behold all this, 7 fay,-tho' but in imagina- 
tion, is ſufficient to move your. hearts, ere 
they petrified with Cruelty, to pity the un- 
happy Mortals deſtin'd to encounter this un- 
utterable Woe : Eſpecially as None of you 
ou are 
not pitying yourſelves. And what Miteous 
Situation muſt be theirs who ſhall be Wit- 
neſſes to the dreadful Prelude! Whither 
ſhall they fly from the many Terrors ſur- 
rounding them ? Yau, Chriſtians, who have 


acquired ſuch a knack of dreaming when 


broad-awake, now for a minute conſent to 
dream a little to the Purpoſe. Fancy your- 
ſelves in the heart of a Town taken by 
Storm and put to Pillage, Sword and Flame: 

The Houſes round you all on Fire; beneath 
your Feet a Mine juſt ready to be ſprung ; 
over your heads the crackling Beams, mix- 
ing with Bombs, Grangdes and other heated 
Miſchiefs, fall thick about you, and fexcite 
a thouſand Terrors in you, all worſe than the 
Evils they, can cauſe, or you can feel from 
them. And to augment your Horror, what 
Shrieks of widow'd Wives aſſail your Ears, 

with Groans of Parents robb'd of all their 
Joy, and Cries of Orphans clinging to the 
mangled Carcaſs of a dying Mother; of 
Brot ers courting death to ſave a Siſter's 
honour ; of Daughters grafping a Butcher in 
their Arms to ſnatch a Father's life from the 
uplifted Sword? Ahl whither is it ſafe to fly 
in ſuch a rueful State ? Turn to the Right, 3 


narrow 
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nar rob Lane of Fire forbids you. to advance. 


various 'Sluices intercepts the Paſs. Draw 
back you cannot; for Death behind you 


| breathes hot from every inſtrument of War. 


And if Vou look before you; an armed Band 
of bloody Foes expect you, ready to diſpute 


- your Limbs between them. Ah what a 


wretched Plight is this for poor unarm'd, 
defenceleſs Mortals to. be in; without a 
Place of Refuge; without the hopes of 


Pity; of a Friend to comfort, counſel or 
defend them ! And yet all this itſelf is. Com- 
fort, if compared with the leſs ' tolerable 


Horrors of that day of Storm, when Gop 


ſhall come to judge the World by Fire. For | 


then the very Air will be in flames, and the 
Earth will quake from it's very Foun- 


dations ; and leave it's Miſerable Inhabi- 


tants no ſpot to ſtand. upon in ſafety. And 
yet to flee from it will be equally unſafe : 


For the Sea and Waves will be agitated with 


Tempeſts too dreadful to dare. And how 


will every Mortal then be terrified Each by 

the Skrieks, and Groans, and Sighs, and La- 
mentations of the Reſt, all Men withering- 
for fear. and expectation what ſhall come 


upon the World, The Aid, the Comfort or 
Advice of Friends will then be uſeleſs, when 
All ſhall be in one fad comfortleſs Condition. 
For then the only uſe which Friends ot 

Companions will be of to Eack-othet fhall 
be, 0 add the W and Confterna- 


ion 
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Betake you to the Left, a ſudden Flood from 
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tion of Others to their own. And what will 
finiſh their Diſtreſs is, that their Fears will 
be ſwell d to the ſummit of Anguiſh by the 
manifeſt Impoſſibility of ſhunning the Ob- 
jeas which provoke them. For in vain, 
fays Chriſt, in vain. hall they ſay to the 
e ya upon us and to the hills cover 
1s. No; they ſhall not have the privilege | 
of dying till they have wearied every Hor- 
ror with tormenting them. In thoſe days, 
ſays he, Men ſhall ſeek death and ſhall 
| findit; and ſhall defire to die and Death 
flee from them, TEES vs 

Such, 3 2 wo be the terrible 
Apparatus to t neral Judgment. Judge 
lth while _ have "ay, A — 
what a Strength of Grace and Fund of Vir- 
tue muſt be requiſit to enable you at that 
time to lift up your heads amidſt the general 
Conſternation, to behold with joy the Son 
of Man coming in a Cloud with great Power 
and Majeſty. And conclude from thence, 
how much it behoves you to arm yourſelves 
with both, while you have time; that you 
may look up chearfully in confidence that 
your Redemption is nigh. But alas what are 
all the Terrors J have mention'd to thoſe 
which will attend the Judgment itſelf, to 
which they are only a faint Prologue. 
This! This ſhall make the very Angels 
themſelves tremble, ” and as your Saviour 
tells you even the Powers of Heaven ſhall 
be ſhaken, Place yourſelves in Spirit in the 

_* Valley 
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valley of Feho ſophat ; and think you ſee the 
important Aſfizes open'd. On right and 
left behold what SH ameeable Multitudes of 
heavenly Legions fit enthroned above, on 
radiant Stars which they eclipſe with their 
ſuperior Luſtre. Nigh the Imperial Seat 
the Sacred Mother of the King of King's, 
chathed with the Sun, and the Moon 8 
her feet, and on her bead a Crown of twelve 
Stars: And next to her, her bleſſed faithful 
Spouſe and Guardian. Below the dread 
Tribunal on the right, fitting on 74elve tranſ- 


rent Seats, the honourable Jury of the 


twelve Apoſtles deſtin'd to judge the twelve 
unfaithful Tikes. of Iſrael: Lower on the 
left, in the Mid-Region of the Air, the Prince 
of Darkneſs and the innumerable Train of 
bis infernal Hoſt ſtand ready to accuſe Man- 
kind, and to involve the Guilty in their own 
Irrevocatle Miſery: And lower ſtill a Multi- 
tude of People of every Tribe and Nation 
beſpread the Vale, : gather'd from every Part 
1 Corner of the World by Sound of an 
| Aikelic death-alarming Trumpet, to receive 
the Sentence they have earn'd of everlaſting 
Happineſs or of unending Woe. And now 
_ the Court is ranged, the Book of Life is placed 


before the Judgment Seat, at the Open- 


| ing c of which, Alt muſt divide to right and 
t in ſeparate Parties never more to join; 


Some to be call'd roan eternal Crown, teh, - 


to be ſunk into etdinal Fire. Ah Chriſtians ! 
| What a terrible Situation is this? Uncertain p 
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on which Side you ſhall be placed, how will 
you tremble then ! But ah your Terrors are 
not at an End! Behold the Almighty Judge, 
the Son of Man coming in a Cloud with great 
Power and Majeſty, takes his Seat. At his 
Approach the Earth trembles from it's Foun- 
dation, All Men withering with fear 
what ſhall conie upon the World, The De- 
vils {ſhudder at their impending Shame, the 
Angels themſelves are not unmoved with 
holy Awe, and all the Powers , Heaven 
are ſhaken. O what a terrible Scene! For 
how terrible. muſt it not he to ſee the Juſteſt 
of Mankind, amidſt their conſcious Inno- 
cence, trembling with holy dread of their 
all-weighing Judge. But It up your heads, 
O happy Souls! For You ſhall be parted to 
the right: Look up: For your Redemption is 
at hand. Enough is it. for You, O wretched 
Sinners who have abuſed the Mercies of 
your Saviour, to ſhrink with wild deſpair at 
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Conſequentes you ſo 
ſucceed this fatal terrib 
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ſhall call in vain. In vain thall you ſay to 
the Mountains fall upon us and to the hills 
cover us. For on, that day, ,You hl ſeek 
death and ſhall not find it; and ſhall defire 10 
die and Death ſball flee from you, For, One 
of the Terrors attending this awful Judg- 
ment, and T hat none of the leaſt, is, that it 
ls not to be ſhun” d. f 

I. It i is even ſo, Beloved Fullow-Chei, 
ſtians: This Judgment is inevitable, univer- 
fal, and muſt be public. 

"It is inevitable, becauſe the Eternal Truth, 


who has foretold it, is the all- ſeeing judge who 
ſhall fulfill it; it is inevitable, | becauſe his in- 


finit Mercy: requires it ; and it is inevitable, 
becauſe his Juſtice muſt be manifeſted by it. 

Ihe Son of Man and Gop's eternal Woid 
and Truth, has often told you of his ſe- 
cond Coming to Judge the World. Heaven 
and . Earth. then ſhall. paſs but his Word 


all not paſs. It is not a Bar of Mortal 


Judges, a Judgment Seat of temporal Sove- 
reigns, you are to be tried at. No: *Tis 
the awful Tribunal of the King of Kings, 

where even Monarchs will appear but Cri- 
minals, and the World's proudeſt Princes 


will have cauſe to ſhudder. There you muſt 


plead your Qauſe before a Judge whoſe, 
Knowledge is infinit, and whoſe Wiſdom, 
unfolds. the moſt hidden Secrets: A Judge 
who examins into all things with his own 
eyes, without the neceſſity of recurring to 
D 2 - un 
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| uncertain Witneſſes: And a Judge of in- 
flexible Integrity, who pays no regard to 
Perſons. Before him, the Prince and the 
Peaſant, the Wit and the Idiot, the Learned 
and the Illiterate will all be blended i in one 
common undiſtinguiſh'd Croũd of Criminals, 
No Favour, no Surpriſe, no Corruption will 
ſcreen them from the utmoſt ſeverity of his 
' Juſtice; if their Crimes exceed the Number 
of their Virtues, or their Virtues are not {| 
ſeaſon d with Perſeverance. No: Nothing 
but the Goodneſs of their Cauſe can A 
them from the Terrors of that Day. ”F or 
then there ſhall be no bribing of Witneſſes 
to ſtifle, - palliate, or puzzle Truth; no Cor- 
ruption of Council, to ſupport a bad Plea z 
No moving Spectacles or melting Scenes of 
Wives diſtreſt, or weeping Children, ſhall 
| ſoften the Severity of God's Decree, or ſcreen 
you from the rigour of his Equity. It 15 
in the Ballance of this great equitable Ju ge | 
that Balthaſar was weigh'd and found de | 
cient; and in the ſame it is that many of 
thoſe Actions will be weigh'd which you 
are apt to lay the greateſt Streſs of your 
Confidence upon. And ah how many of 
thoſe Actions will be found by your clear- 
ſighted Judge extremely ſhort in weight of 
. that merit which you miſtakenly rate them 
3 at! Happy, happy for you, with all your 
5 fancied Goodneſs; if, on the Whole, you are 
not found, like that onhappy Prince, want- 
ing in the a FOE of Grace Vue 


| k 
| 
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virtue at that important Juncture. ef 
then, ſays. the Prophet 1/arah, for the Day - 
of the Lord is near. Vet don't imagin that 
barren Tears will be ſufficient to obyiate the 4 
Terrors of it: No; Sigh and fob. That is 
not enough: Cry out mightily and waſte — 
your very Lungs with crying out. Even 
That will not do. How! then, ſays the Pro- 
phet. Still all, 7 /ay, will not avail you; 7 
unleſs, while you have time, you join to 
your Howlings and Lamentations for 
Sins the Amendment of your Lives, the At- 
tonement for your Offences, and the acqui- 
ſition of that Grace and Virtue, which 
alone can ſecure you from Deſpair on that 
dreadful inevitable Day : a 
Inevitable, I /ay, not only becauſe the eter= 
nal-Truth, who affures you of it, will ful- 
fill it; but even becauſe his infinit Mercy 
and Juſtice require it. Nothing will make 
this clearer to you, Chriſtians, than the ſol- 
ving a fundamental Objetion againſt the 
very Doctrin and Faith of a general Judg= © 
ment. For, what bas — 1 can there be, 
ſome Mi iſcreants may ſay, for this laſt Judg- 
ment; Since every Individual receives his 1 
« Eternal irrevocable Sentence of Happineſs: 
te or Miſery immediately after death?” Why, 
many Reaſons may be aſſign d to prove it 
neceſſary. Firſt, the Body, it is plain, is not 
compriſed in the immediate Inditement af- 
ter death. And yet that Body has been an 
Axromplice in evil with the Soul which is 
Ls d; 
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condemned; or was a Help-mate i in the Good 

of That which i is glorified. It is highly con- 
fiſtent-then with the infinit Mercy and Ju- 
ſtice of Gop, that a Second Trial be appoint- 
ed for Puniſhment of the One and Reward 


of the Other. Secondly, It is highly requi- 


fit for the Glory of Gop and Conviction of 
his Creatures, that his impartial Equity to 
All, whether Good, or Bad, fhould appear 


in the face of All: Which cannot be more 


effectually brought to paſs, than by a gene- 
ral Judgment. And this proves That judg- 
ment to be not only meritable, but 1 inevita- 
bly univerſal. 

And ſo unt verſal i is it, that all Creatures 
will be tried by it; all Actions, Words, 
and even Thoughts will be examin'd into; 
and all Accounts will be ballancet. 

For Thirdly, tho every Man at bis death wilt 
be tri d for all t d or bad Actions of his 


Life; yet all the good ot bad Conſequences 


which muſt and- will neceſſarily flow from 
the vittuous Example or Scandal he has given, 
will daily multiply to the end of time. And 
therefore is it highly wiſe in Gop to ap- 
point an univerſal Judgment, to manifeſt his 
boundleſs Mercy and Juſtice in an eguita- 
ble diſtribution of the Rewards, or Puniſh- 


ments, which ſhall appear to the whole 
World to be every Man's due, All Crea- 
tures then muſt be tried by it; all Actions 


Words and Thoughts, good or evil, muſt be 


e into. The Prince, the Stateſman, 
the). 


= AD VE N T. 
the Divine, the Lawyer, the Phyſician the 
Soldier, the Tradeſman, and the Mecha- 
nic: the Man of Luxery and the Man of 


Labour; the Man of . AMuence and the 

Man of Want: All muſt account for their 
many Talents or their ſingle One with equal 
Strictneſs. It is not barely for a little tem- 


poral Subſtance, an Eſtate, a Province, or a 
Government, they or you will be call'd to 
Account: Not for the Affairs of à Day, of 


a Month, or a Vear only; but for all your 


Actions, Words, and even inmoſt Thoughts: 


Not only for the Crimes you have commit- 


ted; but even for the Duties you have omit- 
ted: Not only for / your.own Commiſſions 
of Evil and Omiſſions of Good; but ſtill 


more for the Tranſgreſſiohs, and Neglects ccts of 
your Neighbours, which, haue \any1 ways 


been occaion'd by ur ſcandalous or;iado- 
lent Conduct: In a Word, not only for the, 
ſubſtance of your beſt as well as wort; Acti- 
ons; but even for every minute Circutn- 
ſtance of them. For M's Gregory obſerves, 
Circumſtances will often throw a Stain up- 
on Works the moſt: laudable in themſelves. 


And % Many Times That appears ſullied 


% on Still this is not the Sum total of 


your, Account. No: The natural Gifts of 
Body and Mind, as Health, Strength, Beau- 


ty, Senſe, Memory and Others: Thoſe cbt 


Fortune, as Riches, Power, Dignity, Birth 
LEES: i 


in the Eyes of this all-ſeeing- Judge, 
**. which Self. eſteem oaſts a falſe Luſre up- 
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and Reputation: Thoſe of Grace, as the- 
Holy Sacraments, the frequent Calls, Inſpi- 
rations. and other Means and Opportunities 
now offer d you of working your Salvation. 
Theſe, all and every one of Theſe, will be 
put in the Scale of Juſtice with the Uſe you 
ve made of them. And woe to ſuch of 
you as ſhall be found deficient in the weight 
of Merit you may and ought to have! 'You 
then, O Catholics, will be examin'd;---- not 
bow Strong, how. Rich, how Fair, how 
Witty,” or how Great: you were ; but -how 
holily You lived ? Not meerly How well you 
— the Holy Doctrins of Chriſt and his 
Church; but tow faithfully you practiſed 
what you knew? And Yon, O /Unbetievers, | 
will not be ask d, whether you lived as vir- 
tuous Infidels; but why You were not Ca- 
tholies? Whether You never heard of Go 
pure Church, whether you ever went in Search 
of Truth or hot, and whether you did not 
—— ſhut your eyes to it, for ſome mean 
I 1 Motive. Alas what a pitiful excuſe 
will it not be to tell your Gop, that you ſhut 
your Eyes from his all-faving obligato 
Truths, for fear of Man's diſpleaſure. But 
what have I faid ? I ſhall alarm you, Catho- 
lies, for your Safety. What if ſome harden'd 
Souls, exaſperated with the Truths they dare 
Not Rand, ſhould wake old Satan's Co. | 
Spirit. Suppoſe they ſhould, Belove . 
- what evils have you hs fear, like the pow 
threatening your Paſtors, But ah my awful 
Judge! 
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Jodge! What danger can we have to dread - 


this Life, like that of meeting thy intole- 


| ls Frowns, when on the day of Wrath 


er ſhouldſt reproach us with having ſuf= 
er d, through ſervil Fear, One of thy dear- 
vel Souls to be deſtroy'd. No: Ratber let 


us periſh in the Paſtoral Office than one of _ 


them be loſt through any indolence of ours; 


+ Raiſe us above all human Frowns or Favours. 


And fince thou -makeſt us anfwerable. for 


the blood of All, give us, while uttering thy 


unerring Truths, to fear the face of None; 
but rather make us, Each, like thy Prophet 


 Fereiny, as a fenced City, an iron Pillar and 


a brazen Wall to the Princes, Priefts and 
People of this Land; that we may fave dut 


oirn Souls, if we ſave not theirs; and may 


endure with comfortable hopes thy awful 
Aſpect on the day of * amen univer- 


fal public Scrutiny: -- 


Ves, Chriſtians: Wa it will be For. 


| Gon. and Men and e will be preſent 
at it; all Crimes and Virtues ſhall then and 


there be manifeſted; and all Rewards and 
Puniſhments be openly diſtributed; © 

Still keep in view, Beloved, the awful Cou t 
of Judgment where all this important Affair 


| ſhall be tranſacted. Behold the Almighty. 


in his Judgment-Seat of Glory there preſi- 


ding: Yourſelves and all Mankind ar- 
raign'd at his tremendous Bar. The Angels 


now your Guardians, then ſhall ſtand to ac- 
cuſe you of the ungrateful Uſe you made of 
Vo. I. 9 their 


, 


On the Fir Sunday | 
their Protection, and the many times you 
{lighted their Afliſtance, Calls and Counſels 
to Good-Works. The Devils then 1thall clear 
themſelves of all the falſe Aſperſions you 
nov caſt upon them, and plainly. prove that 
many Crimes. which you are pleaſed to 
charge them with, they had no hand in. 
Then ſhall they ſhew that, not content with 
following their Suggeſtions to Evil, You 
yourſelves, your own worſt Devils, have 
ſtudiouſly encounter d the occaſions of fins 
ning, and tempted thus yourſelves, But ſee 
the Books of every Conſcience open'd: Ah 
now! Now indeed muſt all Horrors be at 
their exceſs, when no one Crime ſhall be 
ſereen d from public Infamy and Puniſhment. 
Nothing ſhall be done in private, nothing in 
the dark: But all muſt Pen in the brpad 
Face of day, to the Eyes of the Whole Uni- 
verſe. The Father's Guilt muſt be pubs 
liſh'd to the World in the preſence of his 
Son; + the Husband's before his Wife; the 
Confeſſör's before his Penitent; and the pre- 
varicating Penitent's before the Confeffor, he 


endeavour'd to impoſe upon. Ah Chriſtians! | 


If you bluſh ſo much to unfold a hidden 


Sin to your Directors under the ſacred Tye - , 


of Confeſſion ; gueſs, what muſt your Con- 
fuſion be when all your Crimes and Sacri- 
Al eges ſhall be diſcloſed to the Whole attentive 
World. O how many thouſands then will 
wiſh, and wiſh, and wiſh in vain, to ſpare 
their 8 Shame by private facramental 

8 Acknow- 
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Acknowledgment. How. eaſy. ben would 
the Exchange be thought which now we are 


ſo loth to reap the advantage of. For, What 


a ſurpriſing Scene will then be open dl How 


Many will an that occaſion be undeceived, 
When the Wicked ſhall appear in all their 


deformity of Soul, unmask d and ſtript of 
the fair Robe of Sanctity which our miſtaken 


Opinion cloathed them in; while on the 


contrary, the truly Virtuous ſhall then throw 
off the Rags of Scandal they, wore; in this 
Life, to put on the tranſparent Mantle of 


Glory. Then ſhall 'we find that Many of 


Thoſe whom we thought. Saints were errant 


Hypocrites; while Others are glorified for 
thoſe very Actions we condemn d them for. 
But hold, the Book of Life unfolds. Time 


is it then, ye happy Souls of Gop's Elect, 
to range yourſelves on Gop's right hand, 
forſake your Fears, and leave the wretched 


Multitude of Reprobateg to their, Deſpair. 


Loo up and fee; How in the twinkling of 
an eye all the Accounts are ballanced. Lisi 


up your heads then for your Redemption is 


nigh,” nigh to ſome Purpoſe, when your 


gracious; Judge, no more a Gon of Terrors, 


but of Love, invites you to his Glory. Come, 


come ye Bleſſed. of :my Father poſſeſs' you the 


Kingdom prepared. for you from the foundatian 


ofthe World, Happy, happy, happy Ballance 


of public endleſs Riſs and Glory, for the 
little private Labours and public Shame 


of a few years, Ah wretched Sinners! What % 
abs "2 * > "mie: 
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muſt your rage be, io ſee- yourſelves em 
cluded from this blefſed Number! Well 

may your Boſoms throb; well may you burſt 
with mad deſpair at the dread Cloſe of this 
tremendous Scrutiny. Alas, your horrible 
Accounts ſumm'd up, what is the Sum total 
of your Due? Tremble, ye hapleſs Wretches, 
at the juſt but miſerable Balance. Go; depart 
ye Curſed into everlaſting Fire prepared for 
he Devil and bis Angels. O the hateful 
Purchaſe of a few years Fraud, Oppreſſion, 
Luxery, and Sloth ! Thus, Chriſtians, thus 
ſhall theſe laft great Aﬀlizes end: Such ſhall 
the Iſſue of this Judgment be: Unutterably 
happy to the Sead and to the Wicked 
beyond expreſon miſerable: To Both irres 
wocble; "on That becuuſs o 2669 


| m1. It is final, it is ecilive, and v will ads F 
mit of no Appeal. HB. i 
It muſt be nal, becauſe the Seats of the 
Fallen Angels will then be fill'd; Time will 
be no more; and Fear and Hope will be loſt 
in Certainty:. ft NA 
M.,gnzkind was credted on: purpoſe to fill the 
5 heavenlyScats made vacant by the Fall of Lu- 
ciſer and his rebellious Legions. Thoſe then 
once fill'd, the World muſt be diffolved: and 
Time abſorbd in Eternity. For he; el . 
fare, ſays St. Toln, by him "who liveth for- 
ever, that time ſtall be no more. No: Then 
there will be no more Time for fruitful Re- 
peptance, no more time to attone for paſt 


Neglects 


* 
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Neglect of Tine Alas, Chriſtians? How 

choice then ought you not to be of the Little 
Time you have in your power, and know not 
5 how ſdon you may loſe. « Ocould the Damn d 
but ſnatchi one Minute of the many you ſo 
= = _ lerſlip, or ſo . miſapply! What 
precious uſe would they not make of it, to 
—— and ſave themſelves from the Miſery 
their former Neglect, perhaps no greatet than 

to, hasirrevocably Funged them in? And 
mould you go on to trifle Time away; ah! 
How earneſtly will not you yourſelves wiſh, 
bat with in via —— it, when too late. 
For then all Fears and Hopes ſhall be alike 


2 "ob "the's ev] erice of Gon's deciſive 
ttt 1b wg 67s ETC | 
wy becauſe every Canſe will have 
bein thoroughly eamin'd; every Plea will 
have been Heard; and Sentericc Will have 
been pronounced by a ert. ind Inde- | 
pendent Judge. it 32681 4444“ 177 {16,203 | 
A Mortal Judge 5 might be able dilough | 
Malice or F . to Overlook material Cir- 
cumſtances in a Trial of any length or in- 
trieacy. But Gop is incapable of Malice, and 
his Merey and Juſtice are alike indefatiga ble. 
He ſees thtoughi all things and Bretten 
ces in an mſtant and therefore Nothing can 
eſcape his Penettation. Nor is he capable of 
Partiality; and therefore never beſtows his 
Glory or lays the Effects of his Reſentment on 


clear 9 up . Plea which _ che 


Any; till he has weigh d their real Merit, and 
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the Effects of Juſtice or of Mercy. He is Sus 
preme and Independent Judge of all his rear 
tures; his Power is not to be controulꝰd by Any; 
and there is no Being which can reſiſt his Will. 
Once then this Sovereign Judge pronounces 
His final Decree, it is and muſt be deciſive. 
His dread Sentence then, Beloved, admits - 
of no Appeal. No: Fot his Sentence pror 
ceœeds. from his unqueſtionable Equity; his 
Equity is one with his Wiſdom and Good- 
neſs; and. Both are unalterable. 
Thercare few Tribunals on Earth but what 
have a Sovereign ta whom Appeals may be 
made from their-Decrees, - But here it is the 
Almighty Judge himſelf who decrees. Even 
Sovereigns, on Earth, may be and often are 
kene from them(clues miſinform d to 
themſelves better inform'd., Why ſo? Ber 
cauſe, however equitable. their Will may = 
their Judgment may be led, by Miſrepreſen+ 
tation or Surpriſe, into injurious;Miſtakes, 
But this cannot. be the:Caſe-with Gop, whoſe 
Equity js/infinit as his Wiſdom and Goods 
neſs: That too penetrating to be deceived; and 
This too meręiful to be the Author of decep- 
tion. And ſuch Go eyer was, and is, and 
muſt be: : Or he could not he the Gap he is. 
Vou have ſeen, Beloved Fellow-Chrifti- 
ans, the irrevocable Judgment which attends 
you All: How terrible it muſt be to meet, 
whether the Iſſue of it ſhould: prove. miſera- 
ble or proſperous. And near as it evidently 
By it is ſo FICATION when it will certainly 
come, 
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tome, that, unleſꝭ you hoard up every re⸗ 


maining Minute of your Lives, it is very 
doubtful what State it will find you in. And 


ſurely 1 need ſay no more to convince you 


of what:I firſt advanced, and have ſo long 
been labouring to prove, that your eternal 
Salvation or Perdition abſolutely depends 
upon the good or bad State you will be 
found in, on that important Day. Be pru- 
dent then and arm yourſelves, While you. 


have time, againſt the future Terrors of it. 


For then as you ſee, Time will be no more, 
There will be no more Time for Converſion 
and e. ; no more time for Grace and 
Merc in between your Crimes and 
the Nes of your injured Judge. In the 
particular Judgment there may be a Time 
accorded for Attonement, a Reſpit of Pay- 
ment, a Purgatory for you to hope in. But 
in this there will be no Reſpit allow'd, 
Purgatory ſhall ceaſe, and where the Tree 
falls, whether to Heaven or to G_ there 
muſt it irrevocably fe. 

Begin then, deareſt Brethren, begin this 
new Eccleſiaſtical Year wich the Church, by 
a devout Preparation for the Coming of your 
Divine Lord in the Character of à loving 
humble Saviour; that you may eifel 
find your Redemption in him, when he thall 
come again in quality of your Equitable 
Judge. Prepare the uay for him to your 
Hearts by a devout Application to the Holy 
Sacraments, "0 en W. orks of un | 
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ede Hirſt Sunday, &c. 
and by a holy, timely, | filial Awe, of his 
Approach. But chiefly let your Endeavours 
be to prevent the Terrors of this laſt and 
- dreadful Scrutiny by a daily faithful fruitful 
Scrutiny of your own Conſciences. For if 
we did judge ourſelves, ſays St. PAUL to the 
Corinthians, wwe ſhould not be judged. Search 
your Souls then to the bottom : Search 
there for all your wants of Virtue to ſupply 


85 the defect: Search for your Sins to deſtroy 


them by Repentance; and ſearch for the 
occaſions of them to remove them effectually. 
Paſs daily Judgment on yourſelves, for the 
Sins or Frailties, or Negle&s Lou diſcover 
in you; by impoſing voluntary Mortifica- 
tions on yourſelves ; but more eſpecially by 
a chearful Submiſſion to the Croffes, Diſap- 
pointments, involuntary Temptations, and 
the Trials which your- gracious Lord ſends 
you to purify and fit you for himſelf. Look 


Ree upon them all as loving Viſits of your juſt 


Saviour, who is defirous to render you, by 
Penance and Patience, worthy to find him 
a merciful Judge, For, ſays our great Apo- 
ſtle, Whilſt we are judged thus, by our 
Lord we are chaſten d, that with this World 
aue may not be damn d. Do thus much then, 
Beloved, and I will venture to risk my own 
Salvation with yours, that, when you /ee the 
Son of Man coming in a Cloud with great 
Power and Majeſty; you ſhall look up and 
it up your heads, becauſe your Redemption 

is at band. Which, I beſeech the Almighty 
o grant you: In the Name of the Father, &e. 
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| Wien Fohn had heard in Priſon the Works 


of' Chrift, , ſending Two of his Dijciples, 
he jay'd zo him: Ar't thau he who art % 
tome, or look aue for another? And Feſus 
making anſwer, fay'd' to them: Go and 
report to Fobn what youu have heard and 
ſeen. The Blind ſee, the, Lame walk, 
8 are made clean; to the Poor the 
Goſpel is preach'd : And bleſſed is be who 
is not Seardab ef in me; | 


* DAR E fay; Cur RISTIANS; 
pour Preacher already ſeems too 
WT rough for Some of you and too 
tedious for Others. A heavy 
Charge, This, it muſt be awn'd : 


| And. if it be well-rounded; you are in the 


Vor. 3s | F right 
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right to find fault. For He tries in vain de 


profit you, who does not even ſtudy to 
pleaſe you. Say then, delicate Diſciples of 


Chriſt, in what ſenſe is he too rough, that 


he may try to amend ? In what ſenſe? 


Why, —— he fills our Minds with too 


© many Terrors. But how can that be? 
Has he made uſe of one Fiction to terrif 

you, one Terror to impoſe upon you ? All 
the Horrors deſcribed to you laſt Sunday, 
fall inexpreſſibly ſhort of the Many which 
will attend you, if you don't reſolve hence- 
forth tò arm yourſelves better againſt them 
than perhaps you have hitherto done. The 
Shot which is foreſeen is the better evaded. 


What greater inſtance of Tenderneſs can a 
Preacher ſhew you, than the attempt to 


ſnatch you from impending Ruin by alarm- 
Ing you into Safety? True: But where 


is the neceſſity to dwell ſo much upon 


e one Topic? So many Terrors at once, 
. enough to drive One into Deſpair. bw 
You deſpair, Chtiſtians? No, no: There 

can be no danger of your running into that 


Extreme till you part with the oppoſit Vice. ; 


When I ſee you turn your backs vn Pre- 


ſumption, or even but begin to cling to it 
teſs ; You ſhall ſee, how gently I'll talk to 


=, how tenderly I'll ſooth your delicacy, 
ow circumſpectly I'll manage to keep you 
wide of the very appearances of Deſpair; 


But till then, what room have you to com- 


e 
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plain of any Roughneſs in the ſaving 
Truths utter'd to you? What room is there 
to fear filling your Minds with too many 
horrors; when all the Horrors your Saviour 


has threaten'd Vice with, and his Miniſters 


remind you of, are not ſufficient to make 
you leſs full of yourſelves, leſs empty of 
that Chriſtian Wiſdom which begins with 
the Fear of the Lord, or leſs ſlothfully a- 
verſe to being rouzed out of the State of 
ſpiritual Inſenſibility you are in? If we try 
to allure you to Virtue with the gracious 
Promiſes. of God; don't we by repeated 
Experience find thoſe Promiſes toa weak to 
move. Many of you? And if we attempt to 
deter you from Sin by repeating, the Divine 
Menaces ; thoſe Menaces indeed move you : 
But to what do they move you? Not to 
Repentance, but to Peeviſhneſs; not to 
Compunction, but to Indevotion, Tell me 
then, dear Lord, To what ſhall J efteem this 
Generation to be like? To what, ſays Chriſt? 
Why, I 7s. ihe to Children fitting i in the 
Market- Place, who, crying to their Compg- 
nions, yay: We have piped to you, and you 
have not danced; We have lamented, and. 


4 you have not mourn'd. * 5 *St Mah, 


** But why muſt Preachers be ſo inſuf- 
e ferably tedious? A Sermon of a whole 
Hour: Bleſs me! Tis enough to ener- 
de vate Devotion. ” Truly I fear as much 
With regard to Some modern Chriſtians. A 
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Play, a Ridotto, or a Ball would ſuit them 
much better. A Comedy they can ſet at 
for Hours, without tiring their Patience“; 
and at prophane Amuſements the Weakeſt 
Among you can ſhew yourſelves indefatiga- 
ble. Yet is there in this nothing to be much 
_ wonder'd at. In prophane Aſſemblies your 
Vanities are ſooth'd ; In Church they are 
ruffled, There your Minds and Hearts give 

the reins to Diſſipation : Here they are call'd 
back to Reflection. There, in a word, your 
Paſſions are gratified; but mortified here. 
No wonder therefore that the moſt genteelly 
tender of you All, even They who can 
ſcarcely without fainting vouchſafe Gop a 
bend of the Knee, at the foot of the Altar, 
tho upon a Chair, ſhall ſummon all their 
latent Strength to foot away whole Evenings 
at a Ball. And what more common than 
that They, who would ficken at an Hour's 
Sermon heard at their eaſe once in ſeven 
Days, ſhall find a ſuperflaity of Spirits ta | 
loiter away, without a Senſe of Fatigue, 
every Night of the Week, at ſome fatiguing 


; Diverſion or | other. : 80 very diffeve erit are 1 
Cauſe of this difference very plain. Your 


Fervor exiſts more in your Heels than in 

your Hearts, and your Devotion is greater 

. *to the World than to the Author of it. But 
Lkther am I running wide of the Mark, 
or father whither is your Luke-warmneſs 


bs 
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leading me? For ſhame, Chriſtians, be not 
E=xT For Self-pity be not ſuch 


nemies to yourſelves. Obſtruct not the 
efit your Paſtors intend you, by thus 
giving way to falſe Delicacy, or miſplaced 
Occonomy of Time, If, the Dangers they 
point you out alarm your Fears; Jiſten to 
them with Meekneſs, that you may learn to 
avoid thoſe Dangers, If you can ſpare ſo 
much mo pa to the fruitleſs Im | 
tinences of a 3 r Stage; afford a little. | 
Patience to ul-ſaving Entertainments 
of the Evangelic Chair, Still---- add not to 
your Condemnation (already perhaps toq 
great) by hearing Gop's Miniſters with Im- 
patience and diſregarding them thro mi- 
ſtaken Tenderneſs: But rather than do that, 
leave them to preach to bear Walls. The 
Walls, nay the Stones in the Streets ſhall 
ſooner melt. into Devotion at the Voice of 
Gop by their Mouths, than You: in ſuch 
— Have a care then that Walls, 
that Stocks and Stones, do not one day bear 
Witneſs againſt your Obduracy. Refle&, 
that if your Teachers fay too much, for 
your Deyotion ; it is becauſe you practice 
too little, for your own Salvation : If they 
are too rigid, for your Liking; it is becauſe 
you are too relax d, for them to connive at 
your Conduct. Stop their Mouths then at 
once. Grow better Chriſtians, and they 
Pats have leſs to * Be more circumſpect, 


and 


— * 


Mercy. 
r given you of the Severity of Jests 
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and they will in courſe have leſs room, lefg 


| power t0 terrify you. 


But laſt Sunday, Beloved,” I preſented 
Jesvs to your Fears in the terrible Guiſe af 


an equitable awful Judge. Did I ſhock 
you in ſo doing ?. Behold then this Day, to 


make you amends,” I propoſe him to your 
Lovein the endearing Character of a generous 
and affable Advocate. 


THe, to alarm your 
Preſumption, By making you tremble at the 


fatal Conſequences of exaſperating his Juſtice 


with ſo much habitual Freedom as you are 
in general but too guilty of, I ſhew'd him 


to your Faith in his Judgment-Seat of Equi- 


ty, ſurrounded with the Terrors of injured: 
Majeſty: Now, to ſecure you from Deſpain, 

by directing you how to remove the Evils 1 
may have cauſed you to apprehend, I offer 


him to your Affections in the Throne of his. 
If then the faint Sketch I have 


your future rigorous Judge, has diſturb'd 


your miſtaken" Tranquillity ; let the Imita- 


tion of JEsUs your preſent merciful Saviour 
reſtore you to a Tranquillity more laſting | 


and folid. 


Mercy is the darling Attribute of Gov. 
It was chiefly to communicate this Divine 
Property to us, that- he created us. And 
tho',-to. corroborate the Efficacy of his mer- 
cifol Promiſes to ſuch as love and ſerve 


him, he added the Energy of terrifying Mg- 
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vaces to Thoſe who diſobey him; yet he 
never intended to reduce thoſe T hreats to 
practice but where human Perverſity ſnould 
make it neceſſary. For great and dreadful 
as his Juſtice is when exaſperated ; he gra- 
Ciouſly gave us the Means to appeaſe it in 
time. So true are the Words of the e. | 
Preacher “ according to his Greatneſs, ſo alſo * 2 
his Mercy is with him. It was principally 2% fi 
to preach and practice this divine Virtue to a 
to us that the Eternal Father ſent down his 
only begotten Son into the World; that we 
might be enabled to eſcape the Rigours of 
his Juſtice by the Imitation of his Clemency: 
And therefore is it that our adorable Lord 
recommends it to us ſo ſtrenuouſly : There- 
fore did he bid us emulate the Perfection of 
Gop himſelf in the exerciſe of Works of 
Mercy: Be merciful as alſo your heavenly 
Father is merciful. + And therefore is it that + St. La 
he boaſts of, and recommends to his Dif-"* 
ciples, this heaven-born Quality more and 
more often than any of. his other Divine 
Perfections. This, this is the very Path which 
our Divine Lord points out to the Embaſſa- 

7 of John, in my Text, preferably to 

al other Paths, a Path» /o direct (to uſe the - 
5 of Thaiah +) that Fools. cannot ern: Chapt! 
/ This the Proof, which, with pre- v. 
3 to all others, he refers the Baptiſt 
to, for the certainty of his being the true 
and only Meſſias expected. Inſtead of re- 
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ferin® the Precurſor to his Incarnation; 


which Jſaiab had plainly foretold; Bebold 4 
Virgin ſball conceive and bring forth a Son ;* 
to his Works of Beneficence 
whic Meſſengers of John had been 
ocular Witneſſes to. In ſhort, inſtead of 
recuring to the wondrous Effects of his 
Omnipotence for a demonſtration of his 
Godhead, he draws the inconteſtable Proofs 
of it from the ineffable influence of his 
Mercy. Go and report to Fobhn, not the. ac- 


compliſhment of what you have read in the 


Prophet, but what you have heard and ſeen. 
Tell him. The Blind jee, the Lame walk, 
Lepers ure made clean, to the Poor the Goſpel 
is preach'd, Thus does our Divine Lord inſi- 
nuate to us, Chriſtians, how much more he 


| glories in being Merciful than im being Al- 


mighty; and how much leſs he is pleaſed 
with our admiring and trembling at his 
Power than with our imitating his Mercy. 


O Deareſt Condiſciples of Chriſt! would 


you but catch the gracious Hint which our 
heavenly Maſter this day gives you, 'and | 


2 


improve it into practice; would you but, 


as he elſe were directs, be merciful .as alſo x 
your Father is merciful ; would you, in a 
word, but imitate your Saviour in the noble 
exerciſe of Works of Mercy to your Bre- 


thren in this Life ; how little .cauſe wau'd 
roaches, in the next, 
in quality of Judge ? This is what I purpoſe 
TER 8 t 


4 


M ADVENT. 
ts ſhew you in my preſent Diſcourſe: To 
do which, I ſhall now lay before you, 
I. In Theory, the Sovereign Importance 
and fruitful Neceſſity of Works of 
Mercy, to attain to Salvation ; and 
II. The univerſal Facility and indiſpen- 
ſable Duty of reducing them to Practice, 
with regard to Perſons of all Stations. 


. O Sovereign Lord Gop, merciful and 


ce clement; ; compaſſionate and gener ous, 
te who ſheweſt Mercy 


© dealeſt liberally by All! Be not impla- 


& cably offended at us for our paſt Obduracy 


te and unrelenting Rigour towards our 


«© Neighbours in their ſeveral Wants. But ; 
te fince thou haſt done ſo much to teach us to 


te commiſerate and ſuccour One- another in 


tour mutual Indigencies, O add the farther 


te gracious Bounty of giving us the Practice: 
© That, merciful to Others, we may Our- 
te ſelves find Mercy at thy Throne of Juſtice 
te and be ſecure from that tremendous Jud 


ee ment «hich ſhall attend the Mer cileſs,” 


I. The Works of Mercy, Beloved Audi- 


I tors, which we may and muſt practice to- 
wards our Neighbours in order to be ſaved, 
Ware of two Sorts, Spiritual and Corporal; 


Thoſe which tend to the Removal of their 
Indigences in the Soul, and Thoſe which 
regard the Relief of their bodily Wants. 

Vor. I. | G Now 


to Thouſands, Who 


41 


On the Second Sunpay | 


Now if we do but reflect for a Minute dn 
the Nobility and Excellence of the Soul 
above the Body, and how much the Former 
tranſcends the Latter in it's Dignity of Na- 
tare and Operations; we cannot help ſeein 
that the Two Kinds of Works of Mercy 
above mention'd are not only of a very dif- 
ferent Nature, but even that the Spiritual 
are beyond compariſon of ſuperior Impor- 
tance and Neceſſity to the Corporal. For 
this Reaſon I ſhall give them the preference 
in this Diſcourſe: And, as I deſign elſe- 
where * to treat upon the Second Sort, I 
ſhall at preſent wholly confine myſelf to 
the Conſideration of the Firſt Sort, namely, 
the Spiritual Works of Mercy; "that my 
launching into too wide a Field of Matter 
may not, render. this Sermon fruitleſs, by 
money it too obſcyre or too prolix, 

Every Chriſtian in poſſeſſion of Reaſon, 
if he will make uſe of his Reafon, muſt 
evidently ſee the ſovereign Importance of 
his practicing the Spiritual Works of Mercy 
towards his Neighbours in neceſſity of them, 
whether theſe Works be conſider d with 
regard to Gop or to Man. 2 
With regard to Gop, fure we are that 2 
our whole Conduct to our Neighbours will 
be rewarded or puniſh'd by the Rule of a 
ſtrict Retaliation : With the difference how- 
ever of Time and Eternity; That being 

| ® Inthe Sermon on the Tig ande after Pentdeoft 4 
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the meaſure of our Actions in this Life, and 


This the meaſure of his Juſtice and Mercy 
in the Next. For the certainty of this we 


have his own divine Word. With the ſame 
Meaſure that you do mete, it ſhall be meaſured 
fo you again, ſays our bleſſed Redeemer. ** 
Of all the Virtues recommended to us to 
practice towards One- another there is no one 


ſo frequently or ſo warmly inculcated to us 
by him as Mercy: And no Vice fo decried _ * 


eh St. Luke 


and loaded with Threats as the want of 
Mercy. Whenever the Almighty either by 
himſelf or his ſacred Writers ſpeaks of this 
heavenly Virtue he never fails to expreſs the 
Praiſes of ſuch as practice it, or to encourage 


them in it by ineffable Promiſes. In the 
Pſalter * he declares the Man bleſſed who * E x. 
has conſideration on the Poor and Indigent. : 
In the Proverbs & he ſtiles him the Bene- T1579 
factor of his own Soul. In ane place he 
exhorts us to do Mercy as the moſt ſolid - 
Foundation we can build our Hopes of Sal- | 
vation upon: I Keep Mercy and Fudgment, + oj; xi. 
ſays the Lord, and hope in thy God always. 


ln another he declares the love of Mercy to 
be a neceſſary Proof of our love of Gop. 0 
it l He who honoureth the Lord hath Mercy. Prov. xx. 

In the Proverbs again * He calls it the ſafe *$Ch. xv. 


Guard of Princes and the ſupport of their 

Throne. And in Eclefiaſticus ** compares it Ch. xi. 

to the Delights and Securities of Paradice. 

In ſhort Mercy, as 1 fays to Timothy $ 1. Chap, 
* 2 | is 
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'. - is uſeful to all that is Good, and full of 
Promiſes and aſſurances of a bliſsful Fu- 
turity, I ſhould never have done, was 

I to quote to You all the Encomiutns and 
Promiſes made to the Practicers of the 
Works of Mercy. But all are. needleſs, | 
after the expreſs Aſſurance of Bliſs, which | 
the Fountain of all Mercy has given them 
in thoſe ineffable Words: Bleſſed are the 

es. Mas. v. merciful for they ſhall obtain Mercy. * And 

| the Praiſes and Promiſes of the Merciful 
are great and deſireable; the Curſes attend- 
ing the Unmerciful are no. leſs horrible, 

+ ?/.cviii, The royal P/almi/t + ſpeaking of the Un- 

_ merciful ſays, For that he remember d noi 
to do Mercy. .. he put on Malediftion as 

2 Garment, and it enter d as Water into his 
Bowels and as Oil into bis Bones, Whence 
the inſpired Monarch gives us to underſtand, | 
how inevitable is the eternal Damnation 
of Such as neglect to practice Works of 
Mercy towards their indigent Brethren. For 
as nothing ſticks cloſer to the Body than 
the Garment it is cloath'd with, ſo nothing 
clings more cloſely to the Soul of the Un- 
merciful than the Malediction due to his 
Obduracy of Heart. It ſurrounds him on 
every part, it blocks up every Avenue thro! 
which the divine Lights and Graces might 
enter into his Mind and Heart: Nay, as 
the Liquids he imbibes are wont to incor- 
porate themſelves with the Juices of his 

9335 Body, 
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Body, ſo the Curſes entail'd on the Pitileſs 
netrate, blend and become one with, 


all the Faculties of his Soul, ſo as to be in- 


ſeparable from them. O the dreadful Si- | 


tuation to be in'! What reaſonable hopes 
can a Man in ſuch a deplorable Circum- 
ſtance form to himſelf of receiving any 
Blefling, any Grace, any Mercy from Gov? 
No, no, udement qithout Mercy, fays 
St. JAMES, to him who hath.not done Mercy, 

Reaſon Good then had the venerable Ps 1 


ther St. Les for what he advanced on this 


Subject: © Such and fo great, /ays be, will 
* he the Value ſet on the Yorks of Mercy, 
at the laſt great Judgment; and ſuch the 


_ ** Penalty adjudged to the Want of them; 


te that the Latter, as the Conſummation of 


e Injquity, will alone be ſuffieient to Mg .. 


** \cipitate the Mercileſs into never-ending 
Flames, notwithſtanding any other Vir- 


#© tues they may have practiced: Whereas | 


* the Former wilt be accepted for the Ful- 
te neſs of all Virtues and induce their Prac- 
tiers into the Kingdom of God. For, 
i ſo important is the Virtue of Mercy, con- 
tinues the Saint, that all the other Virtues 
* without it cannot avail: Let a Man have 
* a lively Faith, let him be ever ſo chaſte, 
Sever ſo temperate, in ſhort, let him be 


„ adorn'd with many and excellent Virtues 


* of other kinds, ſtill, if he is not merciful, 
ff he deſerves no Mercy. ” Thus you ſee, 
Chriltians, 


* 
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Chriſtians, from the fix d Sentiment of Gon 
and his Church, that there is no Mercy, no 
| Grace, no Blefling can attend Thoſe who 
5 neglect the Works of Mercy, tho they 
ſhould abound with every other Excellence, 
| Whereas on the contrary the Man who 
purſues theſe noble Works has every Bleſſing 
to hope for, tho' he ſhould have, been = 
i cient in every other Duty. Let his Life 
— . _ have been ever ſo abandon'd, let his Sins 
have been ever ſo multiplied, let his Iniqui- 
ties be ever ſo black, ever ſo henious: This 
one divine Virtue alone is able to call him 
back to Repentance, to plead his Forgive- 
neſs, to throw a Veil over his Sins, and to 
render his Repentance grateful to Gop and 
fruitful to himſelf. Thus much the Al- 
mighty aſſures us of, by the Mouth of his 
FP Prov. ii. Salomon, in theſe Words, * Let not Mercy 
_ 1 deſert thee, put it about. thy Throat, write it 
| zn the Tables of thy Heart and thou ſhalt find 
E. Grace 2 good Diſcipline before God and 
* | Man, 80 efficacious then in the Sight of 
Gop are Works of Mercy in the behalf of a 
Sinner who faithfully practices them, that 
he cannot well be damn'd.if he perſiſt in 
the practice of them, and does not practice 
them from a Motive of Preſumption, but 
from the Deſire of pleaſing n in che re- 
lief of his Image. 
| In what other Senſe can we. 1 "he 
2 Chap.iv. Words of St, Peter, | n covereth a 
| multitude 
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done to a Neighbour for Gop's Sake, are 


capable of converting to Repentance the 


moſt abandon'd Sinner, of pleading Pardon 
for his Sins and throwing a cover over the 


Multitude of his Offences ? Certain it is on 


one hand that Charity, or Chriſtian Mercy, 


cannot ſubſiſt without a State of Grace, and 


on the other hand Repentance ora Converſion 
to Grace is not poſſible while the Heart is 
void of natural Mercy. But ſuch is the 
Nature of a merciful Diſpoſition of Heart 


that it diſpoſes the Soul for the reception of 
Graces and attracts the preventing Grace of 


Gop into the Soul. So that tho! it be true 
that his Repentance be the immediate Cauſe 
of a Sinner's Reconciliation with Gop, his 
Mercy, next to the Divine Grace, is a remote 
Cauſe of his Repentance; and, after his 
Repentance, pleads ſtrongly before the 


: 
* 


Throne of Gop for the Remiſſion of thoſe 


Puniſhments which remain due to his Guilt, 


Hence might the Apoſtle well ſay, that 
Charity covereth a multitude of Sins, Nay 
had he aid, that it covereth every Sin, 


he had not exceeded. For it is probably 


very rare, if ever, that Gop ſuffers a chari- 
table Man who practices Works of Mercy 
with an upright Intention, to depart out of 
this Life in a State of mortal Sin. For the 
Man who does Good to Many has the good 


#zlt:tude of Sins, than that the Charity 
which is practiced in Works of Mercy 


I 
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Wiſhes of Many; and where Many joln iti 


juſt Prayer to Gop, he will not be inexos 


rable. I ſay not this without a venerable 
Sanction, *© I do not remember, /ays 


St. Ferome, ever to have read of any One 
e dying a bad Death, who ſtudiouſly prac- 


« ticed Works of Charity. For ſuch a One 
© has many Interceſſors; and it is morally 


\_ * impoſſible that the Prayers of Many 


&© ſhould be rejected. 


Now if we compare this Merciful Con- 


duct of the Divine Majeſty towards the 
Merciful, with his rigorous Treatment 


 theUncelenting, a Conduct which his eternal 
Word and Truth are at ſtake to maintain; 


we cannot help ſeeing the Sovereign Impor- 
tance and fruitful Neceſſity of praQticing 


Works of Mercy. 


But what will ſet the Whole in an irreli- 
ſtible Light, is the viewing with an Eye of 
Reaſon the infinit Wiſdom and Equity. of 
Gop in his Conduct to Both. Gop could 
not be infinitly wiſe if he did not ſee into 
the Reins and Hearts of All, which in fact 
he does, as he warns. us. by the Mouth of 
his P/a/mi/t, * Nor could he be infinitly juſt 
if he did not rewatd every Man according 
to his Works. But in fact he does; and in 
ſo doing his Mercy as well as his Juſtice ap- 
pears: + Unto. thee, O Lord, ſays the in- 
ſpired DAvip, belongeth Mercy: For thou 
rendereft to every Man according to his . 


t [ 
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it concerns then not only the Juſtice but 
even the Mercy of Gop, to grant to every 
Man the Wages which he has not only 
merited and earn'd in virtue of the Covenant 
between him and Gon, but even in ſome 
Senſe ſollicits and demands: Now it is not 
barely true that the Merciful are intitled to 
Mercy; and the Unmerciful to Rigour in 
virtue of Gop's eternal Promiſes to Thoſe 
and Menaces to Theſe; but it is even true 
that the Works of the Former and the Se- 
verities and relentleſs Neglects of the Latter 
are in one ſenſe ſo many Sollicitations to 
Gop for their ſtipulated Wages, It evi- 
dently then concerns the divine Mercy as well 

as Juſtice to grant Eternal Bleſſings to the 
Merciful, and to load with eternal Rigout 
the Unmerciful. What does the merciful 
Man do in every Benefaction he beſtows; 
but enter into party with the Mercy of Gop, 
declare his approbation of it in practice, and 
expreſs his deſire of profiting by it? So 
on the reverſe, what leſs does the Unrelent= 
ing Man do; in rejecting Mercy from his 
en Breaſt than eondemn the Author, Exi- 
ſtence and uſe of it? What leſs than diſ- 
claim the Virtue he wrings from his Heart ? 
And what more effectual can he do to ex= 
preſs his preference of Rigour to Mercy ? . 
Words are nothing near. ſo expreſſive of the 
Sentiments of the Heart as Facts; and there- 
fore however fervently a Man may pray to 
Vol. I. H God * 
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Gop for Mercy with his Tongue, if his 
Actions implore for Rigour; it is an unde 
niable Proof that his Words are but Diſſimu- 
lation, and the Rigour he purſues muſt be the | 
Object of his Withes. And therefore G 
who ſees and ſearches the Reins and the 
Heart will regard, not his Prayer of Words 
but the Petition of his Deeds. And that this 
will be the Divine Rule of judging, the Re- 
proof which he gives the Fews in 1/aiah * 
is a manifeſt Argument. For that this 
People honoureth me with tbeir Lips, but 
their Heart is far from me; tberefore, ſays 
the Lord, behold Wiſdom ſhell periſh from 
their wiſe Men, and the Underſtanding 
their prudent Men ſbail be hidden. It is not 
then by an Abundance. of Speeches; but by 
the Energy of their Actions that Gop judges 
the Hearts of Men: And according t6 
their Activeneſs in Works of Mercy or their 
Neglect of them, will he exert his Mercies 
or his Rigours towards All. It is plain 
therefore from theſe Conſiderations alone, 
how important, uſeful and neceſſary it js 
for us to practice Works of Mercy, if we 
conſider them only with regard to Gov. 
And even if we conſider them with regard 
to Man, we ſhall find it to be highly our 
Intereſt, Beloved Auditors, to be merciful 
to our Neighbours. There is ſomething 
inexpreſſibly endearing to Others in every 
Fellow-feeling we expreſs for their Wants; 
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durate ungrateful Heart, baker being amply 


and tho' it may be pollble, en even pra- 
pable for us to practice many Acts of Mercy 


towards our Neighbours without receiving 


any Return, or perhaps but an Ungrateful 


One; Vet if we perſevere we cannot in the 
End but find our Accouat in it. It is not 


the Force of One, two, three, nor three 
ne Drops of Water, but the inoeſſant 
ng of it; that perforates the Marble 
A receives it. 80 ee of Works 

af Mercy may be thrown. away on our 
da denn without bringing in either Plea, 
ſure or Fruit; but the Continuation of them 
ſeldom fails of working upon the; moſt ob- 


rewarded with both Pleaſure and; Profit in; 
the long Run. At leaſt this We arg ſure of, 


that if our Works of Mercy ate not retalia 


ted in this World, our Wants of Mercy. 


will be fo, For frugal as the generality of 
Mankind may be in returning; Good for, 
Good; to do them juſtice, they ate ſeldom 


ſparing in the Retaliations due to Ill- nature. 


The Man wha. has no Rowels for the Indi- 


gences of another, af whatever kind they 


be, is never loyed and ſeldom reſpected — 
Any, but where Intereſt compels; — That 
only in outward Sew. Even Thoſe of his 
own Stamp look down on him with Aver 
fon. And it is the general Maxim of All, 


as well the Mercileſs as the Merciful, that ; 


the Man who is void of Pity for Others, diſ- 
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elaims all Pity for himſelf and courts the 
Severity he deſerves. Whence it comes that 
the moſt Unrelenting think it neceflary to 
diſſemble the Fellow-feeling they are void 
of in Fact. But Diſſimulation will not do to 
ſecure Pity from Mankind in our Indigen- 
cies, For, beſides that Gop will ſhut up 
their Bowels to the Diſſembler, their own 
Reaſon will not ſuffer them to be the dupes 
of a flimſey Affectation which his Actions 
give the Lie to. A Man then may talk com- 

ſſionately and look with Eyes of Pity till 
* can talk and look no longer; yet if he is 
rigorous to his Neighbour or ſlothful in 
Works of Mercy; he will find Few, if any, 
inclined to credit his Words or his Looks, 


They will rather conſider his mercileſs Con- 
duct as a formal Renunciation of Humanity 
and an open Courtſhip of Rigour. And he 
may be very ſure, that the World will be 
complaiſant enough to pay him the Severity 
he publicly deſerves and practically deſires, 
For tho a Man cannot always ſecure to 
himſelf as much Reſpe& and good Uſage 
from other Men as he really deſerves; yet I 
believe it is pretty generally true, and allow'd 
to be ſo, that He may always command 
from the ill-natured World all the Rigour, 
Hatred, Diſreſpe& and Il-treatment his 
Heart can with for. And conſequently as 
None of you are diſpoſed, I preſume, to covet 

Hl-ufage for the fake of being ill-uſed and 
155 : deſerving 
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geſerving to be ſo; it cannot but be highly 


important for you to deſerve otherwiſe, by 
being merciful to your Pellow- Creatures 1 
fay Fot this to ſuggeſt to You any mean 


felfiſh Motives in the Works of Mercy you 


ought to practice towards your Neighbours, 
I only mean to canvince you that Gop in 


this requires nothing of you but what your 


temporal as well as eternal Intereſt is imme- 


diately concern'd in your Practice of: Inſo- 


much that, tho you ſhould ſtake ſome little 


temporal Advantages and Conveniences for 
the ſake of being merciful to a Brother in 


need ef your Aſſiſtance, You hazard on 


thing in reality by ſo doing, if the grea 
Advantages temporal as well as eternal hich 


you are ſure of reaping by it be conſider'd and 


compared with the horrid Evils you avoid. 


Of Such high Importance it is and fo neceſ- 
ſary as well as beneficial to be affidnous in 
the Works of Mercy. Still to render them 


truly beneficial, Care muſt be taken to do 
theſe Works purely, or principally, for the 
Love of Gon, and out of a Chriſtian 


| Commiſeration for his Indigent little Ones. 
Otherwiſe if we do them out of mere 
human reſpect or other temporal Motives, 


we loſe all the Merit of them in the sicht 


of Gop, and render them of no Benefit 


to Life Everlaſting. 


What I have hitherto ſaid, Beloved Chri- 
fans may ſeem perhaps, too general to be 
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| particularly applicable to the Spiritual Works, 
of Mercy: But in reality it is not: Fog. 
ſurely if thus much be true, as it undeniably 
is, even with regard to the bodily Diſtreſs. 
of our Neighbours; it will not be queſtion'd, 
that it is much more ſo with regard to the 
Indigences of their Souls. And tho, as I 
hinted above, theſe Works are in their Na- 
ture very different, yet is there a ſtrong. 
| Analogy between them. The Soul which 
is void of the Knowledge of Chriſt's Holy 
Faith or a Stranger to his heavenly Precepts 
may, without ſtraining a Metaphor, be look? d 
upon as uncloathed: He therefore who labours 
to inſtruct Such a one in Either or Both, as his 
5 exigence requires, may with a great * of- 
Propriety be faid in a ſpiritual Senſe to 
RE the Naked. What is the Lep proſy of- 
Sin but the worſt of Diſeaſes the Soul can be 
afflicted with? To reform Sinners then by. 
wholeſome Reproof and, diſcreet Correction 
is one way, and that the moſt eminent way, 
of viſiting and nurſing the Sick. The Impo- 
tence of Soul which Doubt and Uncertainty 
creates is of a far more deſtructive kind than 


the Languor of Body which Hunger produets, 


A state of Suſpence is a more waſting Evil 
than the keeneſt Famine; and the Body will 
ſubſiſt longer under a want of Food — be 
leſs ſenfibly impair'd by it, than the Spirit 
of Man under the grinding Circumſtance of 
wanting Advice. Who chen will deny that 
_ affiſt ſting 
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afſiſting and buoying up the Doubtful with 
ſalutary Counſel is the moſt excellent kind 
of feeding the Hungry? Why does the in- 
ſpired Son of Sirach * compare Afflictions 
to the Potter's F urnace, and to the Dryneſs xxxv 
of the Earth which is parch'd for want of 
Rain? Why, but becauſe Affliction ſcorches 
and withers the Soul of Man more intenſely 
than the ſevereſt Thirſt can do the Body ? - 
What then is the Comfort which a merciful 
Man adminiſters to the Afflicted but a ſpiri- 
tually healing Draught given to the Thirſty ? 
'The Man who does Injuries to Another and 
is an Enemy whether publick or private to 
Him is not only a Slave to Satan and his own 
Paſſions, but is generally an Exile from the 
Heart of the Man he has injured and a Cap- 
tive to the Effects of his Reſentment, till the 
Latter by a Chriſtian Reconciliation reſtore 
him to his Affection and Forgiveneſs, and 
thereby reſcues him from every Rancour 
be had conceived againſt him. By forgiving 
Injuries then and renewing Friendſhip with 
our real or fancied Enemies we really and 
truly, in the moſt noble Senſe, vil and 
ranſom Captives, as far as relates to us; 
and may chance to ranſom them even from 
Satan's Power, by the good Effect our Mercy 
and Example may work upon them. Of 
two Evils it is far more eligible to be, with- 
but Cover, expoſed to the Inclemency of the 

Wen than, ſhut out of the Hearts of 
| Mankind, 


Mo _ 
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Mankind, to be expoſed to the Inclemency 
of an incenſed Multitude, with a Palace 
over One's head. And 'tis the general Caſe 


of the Troubleſome, the Faulty and Thoſe 
who are prone to Miſchief, to be excluded 
not only the Houſes but the Hearts of All 
who know them. To bear patiently then 


with the Faults and. wrongful Practices of 


Such, to cheriſh them ſtill in our Hearts, 
and return to them Good for Evil is ſurely 
a noble, divinely noble, way of harbouring 
the Harbourleſs. The laſt Tribute of cor- 
poral Mercy we can pay to a deceaſed 
Neighbour is to give his Bones a decent In- 


terment, to ſcreen them from Inſults and 


Irreverences. Surely then the Reſt we labour 
to procure for their Souls muſt be a more 


eminent Obſequy, and a more lively proof of 
our Merey towards them: And if we arc . 


unmerciful whenever we .omit praying for 


them Dead; our cruelty muſt be double in 


neglecting to ſollicit for Thoſe who ſurvive | 


them. For however great may be the neceſ- 


ſity the Deceaſed may have for our Suffrages, 
their very State of Suffering, if they are in 


reach of our Aſſiſtance, is a State of Safety: 
Whereas the ſurviving part of Mankind are 
from their Birth to their Deceaſe in per- 
petual Danger of Damnation, through their 
own Perverſity or Inconſtancy. And there- 
fore the very Duty which obliges us to bury 
the Dead, calls loudly upon us much more 
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it pray ſor the Living and Dead. So cloſe | 
an Analogy is there between the Spiritual 
Works of Mercy and the Corporal, and be- 
tween our Obligations to practice Both as far 
as our Power extends. From all which will. 
naturally reſult; Firſt, — that the. Works of 
Mercy Spiritual are to us of infinitly greater 
importance and neceſſity to Salvation; than 
the Corporal; as the Eternal Happineſs of our 
Neighbour is, infinitly preferable to his 
temporal Felicity; and conſequently that 
the Former, as being. of prior Obligation, - 
muſt have the Preference, in our practice of 
the Latter, whenever we cannot practice Both 
at once. Secondly, it follows--- that all which 
can be ſaid in favour of Mercy in general or 
particularly of the Corporal Works; muſt be 
eminently true of the Spiritual: And what 
ever has been advanced to the Terror of 
Such as are ®hrelenting to the bodily Diſs 
ſtreſſes of their Neighbours is big with - 
double Matter of Dread to Thoſe who - 
neglect to remove their Spiritual Indigences. 
Upon the whole then, ſince the Merciful 
are ſure to find that Mercy which the pureſt 
of Mortals ſtand in need of from Gop, and 
the Unmerciful are out of the reach of that 
Divine Clemency, without which none can 
be ſaved: Since, I /ay, Eternal Truth ex- 
preſly aſſures us; on one hand, that Bleſſed are 
the Merciful, for they ſhall obtain Mercy; 
and, on the other hand, tells us by the Mouth 

Vox. I. 1 of 
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of his Apoſtle, that Judgment without | 
Mercy ſhall be fo him who does not ;ſhew 
Mercy: Since, in a Word, Gon could not 


be Gop, without fulfilling theſe Divine 
Promiſes and Threats which his Mercy and 


| Juſtice require him to maintain; and which 
| our temporal as well as eternal Intereſt re 


quires us to regard, and that more eſpecially | 
with reſpect to the ſpiritual Good of our 
Neighbours ; ; we mult be void of all Reaſon 


as well as Grace and ſhamefully abſent to 


the Uſe of both, if we. do not ſee how 
ſovereignly important and fruitfully neceſ- 


fary it is for us to be aſſiduous in the practice 


of ſpiritual Works of Mercy to our indigent 


* Peter of 
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Neighbours, if we mean to eſcape the 
Terrors of that Univerſal Judgment which 
we mult all be preſent at, and tried by, 
But what will corroborate, This - be yond 
the power of your doubting Scloved Chri- 
ſtians, is this beautiful Reffection of a vene- 
rable Father of the Church * © In the 
% Kingdom of Heaven before all the Angels 
et at the general Congreſs of Human Nature 
te reſuſcitated; the Sufferings of Abel, the 
« Preſervation of the Species by Noth, the 
<« Fidelity of Abraham, the legiſlative La- 
* bours of Mofes, the Crucifixion of Peter 


“ in imitation of his Lord, will paſs un- 


te mention'd. All the Cry we find, in our 
© Saviour's Deſcription of it, is the Poor 
* _ fea, &c. Yes, Chriſtians, it is 

| | Even 
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| even ſo: Read but the twenty fifth Chapter 
of St. Mathew and yourſelves will fee what 
are the Points you will be tried on: Not 
upon yaur Power, Learning or other Excel- 
lencies, or the want of them: Not upon your 
Knowledge of Myſteries or Power of Mira- 
cles, or the want of them. No: But F was 
91 and you gaue me to eat, with your 
Counſel or your Table: I mas thirſty * 
you gave me to drink, by adminiſtring Com- 
fort to my Soul, or Drink to my Body, &c. 
Come therefore ye Bleſfed of my. Father, paſ- 
feſs the Kingdom, prepared for you from the 
Foundation of the World. Q Bleſſed, thrice 
Bleſſed! Merciful, for whom ſuch a Flogd 
of Mercy and Bliſs is reſerved | And Qh 
| wretched, on the contrary 1 unytterably 
wretched Mercileſs! Hear and tremble at the 
Judgment and Sentence reſerved for you. 
1 was hungry, languiſhing for want of Ad- 
vieg, waſting for want of Food, and ya 
— me not to eat. I was thirſty, withering 
my. Soul for want of Comfort, parch'd 
up in my Body for want of a refreſhin ng 
Draught, and you gave me nat to drink, &c. 
Oo then, go into Huerluſting Fire, V+ curſed. 
But Lord, the humble Juſt ſhall ſay, when 
did wwe fee thee hungry and fed thee; thirfly 
and gave thee to drink ?. So too the confident 
Mercileſs, When Lord did we ſee thee hungry 
er thirſly ... and did not miniſter to thee. 
Ab! ! replies the * Judge, turning to 


the 
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| the Merciful, As long as you did it to One off 
theſe my leaſt Brethren you did it to me. And 
as long as you (turning to the Mercileſs) did 
it not to One of theſe Leſſer, neither did you | 
do it to me. Bleſſed then'are you, O Merciful, 
for you ſhall now obtain the Mercy I promiſed 
you. And you, Q Mercileis, as my Pſalmiſt 
„Ef * told you, loved cur ing and it ſhall come 
to you; you would not Bleſſing and it ſhall be 
Far from you. Wherefore Depart ye Curſed, 
as you are, into everlaſting Fire, For Tudg- 
ment without Mercy to you who have not 
done Mercy. SLATS! | | 
Bruch and io great, Dear Fellow Chriſti- 
ans, is the value Chriſt, your Future Judge 
but preſent Saviour, will ſet upon Works of 
Mercy, eſpecially of the Spiritual Order, 
preferably to all other Excellences. And 
where is the Wonder, when, as you ſee in 
the very Words of my Text, he lays more 
Streſs on the Works of his own Mercy ghan 
on thoſe of his Qmnipotence ? When the 
, Precurſor ſtarts that bold Queſtion to him: 
* Ar't thou the Meſſiah, or not? He ſends 
him not for Anſwer, © A Virgin has brought 
forth a Sou: One who can turn Water 
* to Wine; One who can command the 
«© Winds and the Seas, and convert the 
* Waters to a ſolid Path. No: Theſe 
Works of his Omnipotence he buries in Si- 
lence; and only mentions thoſe of his 
Mercy: The Blind to the Knowledge of 
. E Sog, 
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mation of the Sinners under your Charge; 
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Gor, as well as to the Light of Day, ſes: 


The Lame in Virtue, as well as Limbs, wal: 
The Lepers, and Unclean of heart are made 


clean, by the purifying Lotion of Grace: 


The Poor are no longer diſpiſed, but to 
Them the Goſpel is preach d. And why, think 
you, does our Divine Lord chuſe theſe 
Wotks for the ſpecial Proofs of his Divine 
Miſſion, preferably to any of the more 
ſtriking Effects of his Omnipotence; but to 


inſinuate how much more he delights in his 
Mercy than in his other Attributes, and how 


much more he is delighted with Mercy in 
Us than with any other Excellences. 
But no more of This: Enough, I pre- 
ſume, Chriſtians, has been ſaid to ſhew you, 
in THEORY, the Sovereign Importance and 
fruitful Neceſſity of Works of Mercy, in or- 
der to Salvation. And very little more 
need be ſaid to convince you of the Univer- 


ſal Facility of reducing them, eſpecially the 


Spiritual Ones, to Practice, with regard to 


| Perſons of all Conditions. 


II. There are three Lights in which You 
may -be. confider'd with regard to your 

eighbours: As Superiors, as Equals, as 
Interiors , If Superiority gives you a Power 
over Others, it cannot be doubted but that 
you have the Facility as well as Authorit 
of correcting and labouring for the Refor- 


ang 


and where you neglect to do it, beſides the 
becoming acceſſory to their Guilt by Con- 
nivance, you are cruel to exceſs in overlook- 


Company, or at leaſt expreſſing your Diſap- 
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ing the Irregularities you may and do not 
oppoſe.. Who ſhall curb the Licentiouſneſs 
of the Wicked, if they who hold the Reins 


of Power for that purpoſe do not do it? 


Who ſhall bring the Faulty to a denſe of their 


Failings, if Superiors ayerlaok them? Nay 


the you ſhoul be but Equals or even Infe- 


riors to Thoſe who want Reproof ; what 
do you risk by a ſeaſonable Hint, what by 
a Sin-confounding Gravity of Viſage ? You, 


O Equals, inſtead of chiming-in with your 


Company, in detracting, leud, or other vi- 
cious Diſcourſe ; . how ly might you not 
ſtem the ſinful Torrent, by publicly oppoſing 


it, or changing the Diſcourſe, or quitting the 


probation with the Ener 8 af 3 
— awful Silence ? You, G Servants and In- 
feriors, inſtead of being criminally inſtru- 
mental to the vicious Pleaſures or n 


of your Superiors; how eaſily might you by 


a ſteady forbidding Sanity of Deportment 


oftentimes deter them from or ſhame them 
out of their Vices, or at leaſt diſcourage 


them from ever attempting to make you in- 
famous acceſſory Tools in them. If you bave 
not the Power to correct the Sinner; you 


can never be in ſo low a State as not to have 
| in your Power to check him with your 


_ 


1 = ADVENT. 

| if proving - Countenance; Or diſcounte- 
N Canduct. How glorious the In- 
ſtance we have of this in that French Sol- 
dier, who, hearing ſome Perſons ſuperior 
to him in Condition, making uſe of unnes 
eeſſary Oaths, the faſhionable expletives of 
Converſation, went up to them, and, with 
a modeſt Firmneſs becoming the noble Cha- 
racter he aſſerted; reprimanded them for it, 
adding this graceful Apology : * Pardon, 
* Sirs, the freedom I take: It would ill 
te become One, whs is a Soldier of Chriſt 
« much more than of Bewis; to be Witneſs 
c to ſuch open proſtitutions of his Sovereign's 
© Honour and not defend it.” O the Heroic 
Grandeur of Soul; which ſhities in this ſhort 
but excellent Oration ! O Chriſtians! that 
I could but make you ſenſible of the pathe- 
tic force which ſuch a Conduct muſt have 
'on the Hearts of moſt Men ! Not that I will 
painſay it's being poſſible, that it may ſome- 
times loſe it's juſt Weight with the Pro⸗ 
phane. But for one Libertin who ſcoffs at 
it; O how Many muſt benefit by it! O 
| Equals and Inferiors | What have you not 


to anſwer for, in your neglect of the like 


noble Conduct? While you have the power 
to think, to ſpeak; to act like Chriſtians, 
you cannot want power to correct, reprove; 
or check the Sinner, above you in temporal 
Condition, by the Sanctity of your Words 
vr the awfulneſs of your Deportment. And 
5 therefore 
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therefore as often as you fail in ſo doing? 
you are unmerciful, and your Obduracy - is 
without Excuſe. And much more are You 
excuſeleſs, O Magiftrates, Parents, and 
Heads of Families! Ah! What have not 
You to anſwer for, who hold in your Hands 
the Rod of Correction in vain, while you 
render it uſeleſs, if not through your Sin- 
nurſing Example, at leaſt through your 
ſhameful Supineneſs | or falſe and ill- 
| Judged Tenderneſs. But 7 enderneſs, did 
1 fay? Alas it is Barbarity, downright Bar- 
barity, Hear a Heathen and bluſh, © He 
fays Seneca, who has it in his power to 
<« preſerve a Man from Death and does 
© not do it, may be ſaid to murder him.” 
And He, ſay J. who, by prudent Reproof, 
diſcountenancing Looks, or awful Example; 
Has it in his power to ſave a Soul from Sin, 
and either thro' daſtardly Fear, Indolence; 
or falſe tenderneſs neglects to do it, may be 
faid to damn him, if he be damn'd. And 
in no Senſe more truely than in This, we 
may ſay with Salomon, that the tender Mer 
cres of the Wicked are eriel. 

The very fame may be ſaid with ropiard 
to the Inſtruction of the Ignorant : A Duty 
which is incumbent on all Perſons, but 

more eſpecially on Superiors of all Stations; ; 
Parents, Heads of Families, and Patrons : 
Who having the immediate Charge of the 
Uninſtructed, are under an indifpenſable 
1 * 


* 
* - 


| Obligation to guard them, as much as poſ- 


ſible, from every Danger which may hazard 


their eternal Salvation, And how ſhall 
they do this but by inſtructing them in the 


holy Myſteries of Faith, and enriching. 


their Minds with heavenly Knowledges, 
and the grand important Science of working 
their Salvation in Fear and Trembling ? 


What ſhould hinder You, O Rich, from 


providing for the neceſſary Inſtruction of 


the Poor and their Children under Vaſſalage 


to Vou; and of the Orphan or forſaken 
Infant recommended to your Mercy? A 


very Trifle out of the exorbitant Super- 
fluities you inconſiderately laviſh without 


Profit, without Praiſe, and often without 
Pleaſute, would more than ſuffice to ſa- 
tisfy all the Demands of this kind which 


Gop has upon You, as Stewards and Trea- 


ſurers of his Poor. What ſhould hinder 
You, O Heads of Families, from ſummoning 


your Domeſtics, at a certain Hour in the 


Day, to devout Lectures and ſpiritual In- 
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ſtructions? One half the Time you laviſh 


in Indolence (to ſay no worle) one half the 
leiſure you allow them to waſte, perhaps to 
your own Diſadvantage, would employ you 


and them to the eternal Advantage of Both. 


And You, who allow your Servants no Reſpit 


from Labour! You, who look upon your 
Servants as Slaves, and conlider your imagi- 


nary Slaves as Creatures of an inferior Species; 
Vor. I. So ö and 
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and therefore, as if they had no Souls tö 
| ſave, will afford them no leiſure to pray, to 

| read, and ſcatcely to think, much leſs to 


15 . a Sermon, and too lien not even to 


hear Maſs on a Holiday of Obligation! 

You, I/, did you but know the fruits of 
working upon good Principles ; you would: 
find your Account (even temporally ſpeak- 
ing) more in teaching them to work well, 

gr in forcing them to work hard. Teach- 
ing them to be good Chriſtians, you would 
in courſe make them good and faithful Sera 
vants; and the Time you might conſume in 
forwarding them in the Service of Go 
would be made up to you with Intereſt: by 
the Induſtry with which they would learn to 

labour for your Service. But You, O Parents, 
above all ! What can obſtruct your filling the 
Minds and Hearts of your Children with 
early Notions of Faith and Piety? You have 
time enough to play with and fondle them, 
time enough to fill their little Heads with 
inſolent Repartees, and ſenſeleſs Stories ca- 
pable only of prepoſſeſſing them with Abſur- 
dities; and full Time to initiate them in all 
the Myſteries of Foppery,  Coquettiſhneſs, 
and Buffoonery. If then you have not 
time to inſtruct them in the Myſteries of 
Chriſtian Faith and Morality; what muſt be 
the Fault? Ah Chriſtians! give me leave to 
Paſs it over in Silence: It is ſomething too 
thameful to EY Chriſtians w in plain 


Te rums, 


wh 
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Terms, without giving Infdelity.. matter af 
Triumph. That little Maſter may be taught © . 
to dance, to fence, to ride, beſides the Ac- 
compliſhments of a moderate claſſc Student, 

Time muſt be found; and very fit it ſhould 
be found where his Station requires it, But 
for his Catechiſm, why muſt it generally be 

a matter of very little Concern, not barely to 
him, but eyen to his Parents, whether he 
gives up any time to it or not? To teach little 
Miſs to dance gracefully, to walk genteelly, = 
to move with an Air, to turn out her Feet, to 3 
hold up her Head, to fing, to play, to look 
3 (and what not ) O how many 
Hours are conſumed! What a waſte gf 
Breath is thought neceſſary! Whereas how 
_ frugal are the Minutes allow'd her for iy 
bing: ſuch Sentiments of Piety and 2 | 
ſtian Prudence, as are,indiſpenſably,, tequiſit WE 
to guard her againſt letting thoſe, worldly - 
Accompliſhments become a Snare to her, 
and an inſtrument of her eternal as well as 
temporal Ruin? O ſhameful, crying, unnz- 
tural Neglect! O indolent Parents What i 
have you to expect but y log nf. g | 
Treatment from. Children thus edy- 
cated? What wonder will it be, that, 

+ when grown up, they ſhould 8 the face 

. of Heaven and You, and give a, looſe to 

every riotous Irregularity; if you, in their 

Childhood, neglect to ſtrengthen them in 

6 thoſe religious Sentiments, which, alone can 

e ä bench 
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teach them to act rightly in every Character 
by acting upon right Principles ? If you are 
not capable of giving Inſtructions yourſelves; 
you are none of you incapable of applying 
to the Prieſts of Gop's Church, to obtain 
Inſtruction for the Ignorant who are in an 
Senſe under your Care; And ſuch are a 

Thoſe whom you know to he ignorant and 
whom you can prevail upon to be inſtructed, 
of whatever Condition They or You may 
be. You are all of you capable then with 
eaſe of inſtructing the Ipnorant or getting 


them inſtructed: And if you do not do 
either, when the Occaſion offers; Chriſtians 


as you may be, you are the Reproach of 


Chriſtianity and Jews and Heathens have a 


better Chance for Salvation. For as St. Pau 
bears Witneſs, / any Man hath not care 97 
his Own, and eſpecially of his Domeſtics, 


bath denied tbe Faitb and is wor fe than an 


Infidel. ee eee 
I will allow that Every-One is not a Sah- 


mon, nor capable of clearing up the Clouds 
of Doubt which hover over the Mind of a 


Neighbour, But Every- One is capable of 
exhorting a Perſon under ſuch Clouds, to 
recur to Gop in Prayer for the heavenly 


Light neceflary to diffipate the Gloom of 


Suſpence; and if we cannot ourſelves af. 
ford him the Advice he wants, we may pre- 
vail upon him, by tender Remonſtrances, to 
unboſom himſelf to ſome Miniſter of "_ 

” Who 
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who ſhall be able to counſel him. With- 
out being Qrators, we may afford comfort 
to the Afflicted, by ly expreſſing a 
Concern for their Misfartunes; by ſharing 
in their Griefs ; by entering into their little 
Reſentments along with them,. in order to 
| ſteal them inſenfibly out of em; by com- 
paring the Evils they ſuffer, with ſome 

greater Evils which they might have ſuffer'd, 
as Others do and haye done; by ſuggeſting 
to them Patience, Reſignation, and the Ex- 
ample of Chriſt ; and by many other endear- 
ing Means which a merciful Diſpoſition will 
ſuggeſt: All which requires leſs Art than 
Good-Will, and is attended with much more 
Merit than Labour. Theſe then, Chriſtians, 
are eaſy Duties; and You All covet to have 
theſe Duties practiced {or your Relief in 
time of Need. — is it an indiſ- 
penſable Tye upon | yourſelves to practice 
them to the utmoſt of your Abilities, when- 
ever the Neceſſities of your Nei hbours call 
upon you for Advice or Conſolation, Al 
things | therefore whatſoever yau will that © 
| Men do to you, ſays Chriſt, do you alſo t9 
them. For this 1s the Law and the Pro- 


- fer * Yes, Chriſtians, the Perfection of * 2 Math, 


the Law of Gon and Chriſt 1 is that you prac- * 
tice to your Neighbours in their Neceffities, 
thoſe Acts of Mercy, which yourſelves muſt 
-wiſh-for in time of Need. And He, | ſays 
bf &, Gregory ene neareſt to Per- 
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& fection who ſympathizes moſt in the 
. Anguiſh of Others his F. ellow - Crea- 
4 ftures 

The Man who is bd dens or faulty 
and the Enemy who does us an Injury, 
however they be chief Agents in the moral 
Evil of their Actions, are ſtill but Under- 
Inſtruments of God in the phyſical Evil we 
ſuffer by them. And many times perhaps 
does it happen that the Almighty permits 
even his Favorits, through ſome unwillful 
Miſtake of their Judgment, to perſecute or 
be troubleſome to us without Deſign; nay 
to do us very grievous Injuſtices without a 


Sin, on their parts: It being his gracious 


Will, not that they ſhould ſin, but that we 


bl ſuffer, for a trial of our Virtdes or the 


puniſhment of ſome Vices. But granting 
them to be ever ſo criminal in the trouble 
they give, the Faults they are guilty of, or 
the Enmity they practice towards - us; 


they may in time repent, they may here- 


after be reconciled to Gop and enter in- 
to his Glory before us. So that in hating 


them, we may run the risk of hating 
our Brethren and not know it, as St. Au- 
guſtin obſerves: In returning Evil for 


the preſent Evil, we may be perſecuting 
God's Ele& and not know it: In refuſing 


them a place in our hearts, we may be re- 
nouncing Fellowſhip and Communion with 
Ms Saints, and not know it: Still. will. our 
Ignorance 


— * 
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Ignorance be no Excuſe for Us; becauſe we 
ought to know better than to run the risk f 
fach eme “! 
Theſe Conſiderations duly weigh'd can- 
not but make it a much eaſier Matter than 
we are apt to conceive it, to bear with the 
Troubleſome and to forgive: our Enemies, 
And much more eaſy muſt theſe great Du- 
ties be to us; if we keep in View the Pa- 
tience and Forgiveneſs practiced by that Di- 
vine Lord whoſe Diſciples we are, who, not 
only mercifully bore with the 'Troubleſome *- 
and Faulty, but choſe to converſe with 
them, for the ſake of reforming them ; not 
only bore his Paſſion and Death from the 
Hands of his Enemies without returning 
Evil for Evil, but even offer'd his Paſſion _ 
for thoſe very Enemies, and in the very 
height of his ſuffering pleaded* in their be- 
half: * Father forgive them for they know not * St. Luke | 
what they do. Iimagin I ſhall be anſwer'd, that i. MY 
our Saviour was Gop, and therefore might 4 
do eaſily what is not ſo practicable for us. 
Idle Reaſoning! Our Saviour was and is 
 Gop, tis true: But what he ſuffer'd, he 
ſuffer'd, not as Gop, but as Man? As Man 
he was infirm in Body as we gre, ſenſible of 
Pain as we are, and capable of juſt Reſent- 
O ment as we are; and yet as Man he bore, not 
only his own Infirmities, but thoſe of his 
| Neighbours and even Enemies : And there- 
fore, by the help of his Grace, which is ever 
| at 


\ 


— — 
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at our call, we may eaſily bear the Troubles. 


* St, John 


+ Acts vii, 


ſome as he did, we may eaſily forgive In- 
juries as he did. Elſe he would never have 
told us: * I hu given you an Example, that, 
as I have done, you alſo may do. And ſocaſy 
is this Example to follow, that St. Stephen, 

a mere Man, a weak, tender, delicate Man 
like any. of yourſelves; found no difficulty 
in copying it ; but amidſt a Volley of Stones 
could plead in behalf of the very Enemies 
who were thriſting aſter his Blood: + O Lord 
lay not this Sin to their Charge. What dif- 
ficulties then can you reaſonably alledge ſor 
being leſs merciful to the Troubleſome and 
Injurious than He was? Ah Chriſtians! How 
eaſy ought you not to think this Task, if 
you reflect on the much Gop bears with, 
and forgives in, You? What Toleration and 
Forgiveneſs do not the Beſt of you all ftand 


in need of from the Almighty Mercy? If 


then his Divine Majeſty is ſo infinitly gra- 
cious as to put up with your numberleſs 


+ Breaches of Peace with bim, and to forgive 


you the infinit Score of Puniſhments due to 
innumerable Infults you have committed 
againſt him, on condition of your bearing 
with the Faults and Foibles of your Neigh- 


ours, and forgiving hem the Evils they 


have done; O how efffywought you not to 
think the Terms! And ham unjuſtifiable 
muſt not you be, ſhould yow:refuſe to com- 


ply with them? You may ſay; that you can- 


i not 


+ | Tt 
Fee. 4 * 
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= + 


i ADVENT. 
wy faſt, that you cannot give Alms to the 
etly, that you cannot harbour the houſe- 


If; and may poſtibly proye your Words 


true at the general judgment. But if 
fay, you cannot beat patiently the Trouble- 


ſome, you cannot forgive; all the Saints 


there will contradict you by their Practice; 


the Goſpel will A you the Lie; and the 


very Rae you to the — 
The Saints will ws 505 ef much 

Faults the put up with, how many 1680 
and more 1 Injuries they pardon d in in 
Orkeers, than you evet meet with. The Gov 
who commands you to forgive, and . 
that if you do forgive you thi be forgiven, 
Weill remind you of 1 a his "Gof 115 hs 
tells vou: Nee is (inert and my Burdeti 
tight. And the many Inſtantes of „ Patres 


and Forgiveneſs which Pagan Hiſtory 8 


fords, in a Socrates and many Others, will 
be ſo many Condemnations « of your merciz 


leſs Obdpracy. * i 4 
There ma ay if de Perſons exempt from bury2 


ing the Dead: They may never meet with 


kit Oppojtagity of practicing fo merciful an 


A& Or when 15 5 do met math it, 5 


lat procptng' Others to 15 201 Gop, 


who cmi not Im üble, nor 


Filder * © ions, WIII _— | 
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On the Second '$SbnD AY | 
the Deed of the Heart for, the Deed of the. 


Hand and reward it accordingly.” But who 


can in this Life be ſo remote from Human 

Jature, ſo Feeble, or ſo poor as not to be 
able to practice the Work of Mercy of 
praying for = Liga and *the Dead? Let 
a Man be thrown fingle upon an uninhabited 
Iſland: He may neyertheleſs pray, and pray 
as fervently, for the Reſt of the Species within 
reach of Gov's Mercy, as if he was in a 
Congregation, of Thouſands: He may ſtill 
hold Communion by prayer. with the Saints 
not only in Heaven but on Earth, not only 
triumphant but ſuffering, ; Let him be eyer 
ſo. weak in Body, he may ſtill pray: Let 


= Chap. v. 


diſable him from Prayer. For 4 Prayer 
out 4 a Poor. Man's Mouth reacheth: to, 
the Ears of Gon, ſays Ecleiaſticus,'* If 
; cannot kiteel, he may. pray on (his 
Feet; If he, can neither kneel nor ſtand; 
he can lift up his Mind and Heart to 
Gop in feryent Petitions for Mercy on 


or Living and the Dead: And that is the 


Subſtance of Prayer. Is he condemn d to 


hard and inceſſant Labour? Is he overs 
werd with Pains? Let him lift up his 
Jeart to Gop in the midſt of his Labours 
and devote a part of his Toils to the Throne 


of Grace in behalf of his Living and De- 


TFeaſed Neighbours, Let him make an Altar 


ok his Couch or his * and conſecrate 


a 


Aa ADVENT. 
a part of his Pains, in conjunction with 
thoſe of his Saviour, to the eternal Father 
for the benefit of the Souls of Others as 
well as his own. Nor think, Chriſtians, 
that there is any Time waſted, any Advan- 
tage loſt in ſo doing. No, the Time we 
employ in praying for Others is ſo much 
Time ſpent in lahouring for Eternity: The 
Bleſſings we are craving for Them, revert to 
Ourſelves: And the very Act of Mercy of ſol- 
liciting Advantages for a Brother is a _ 
ful Prayer in our behalf, before AL 
mighty. What Excuſe then can Chriſtians 
plead for any mercileſs Neglect of ſo practi- 
cable a Duty? Or what Excuſe at leaſt will 
hold them Guiltleſs in the Sight of Goo? 
How unmerciful an Obduracy muſt it not 
be, to ſuffer the Living to ſtruggle: under a 
Weight of Sin, or Afflicton, and the Dead 
to languiſh in the acuteſt Pains, for want, 
rhaps, of our exerting ourſelves in their be- 
alf Fefore the Throne of Gop, with aſſi- 
duous Prayer: An Ack of Mercy which we 
may perform without loſs of Money, Time, 
Eaſe, or any other Advantage: An AQ 
which we are capable of practicing in every 
Circumſtance; and which we ourſelves have 
a joint Intereſt in the Practice o? 
Vou ſee then; Chriſtians, what you have 
io truſt to. You have already heard and 
been terrified at the Judgment which threat- 
tens you, and I have here laid before you, 
22 . - | L 2 the | 
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the Means to avoid the Terrors you were 
ſhock'd at. Life and Death, you find, are 
at your own Option. If you — Miſery 
to Happineſs ; continbe to neglect, as too 
many of You perhaps have hitherto done, 
theſe Spiritual Works of Mercy : And pre- 
or the dread Sentence which you 
Pave already heard: Go, 7+. Curſed, inte 
Everlaſti "Fire. For Fudgment without 
Mercy ſhall be 20 you who have not done 
Mercy. But, if you chuſe Bleſſings before 
Curſes; be merciful as your heavenly Father 
alſo is merciful, that you may eternally 
exult in that rapturous Invitation, Come yr 
Bleſed f ny * For Bleſſed are the 
Merciful, arſe they ſhall obtain Merry. 
 Gop's immutable nk re is your Guarantee 
for the One and the Other; and his Juſtice 
and Mercy are cancern'd to give vou your | 
Choice of Either. It is wholly your Intereſt 
not only eternal but temporal to fix your 
Choice well. Gop has nb Intereſt in your 
Happineſs or Miſery, in- as-much- as, when 
you have done the beſt yeu can, the Beſt of 
you are ill but uſeleſs Servants; It was for 
your own: Intereſt he communicated his 
| Goodnels'to you : And therefore to allure 
you to it, byevery conſideration, he has gra- 
ciouſly made even all your temporal Advan- 
tages dependent on, and, in ſome meaſure, 
inſeparable from, your eternal Duties. T his 
is ſo true, that Vour v Predetiiation and Hap- 


pineſs 


ny Iv awe T7 


I Jay. vou are Gods, (a 


M ADVENT.” 
pineſs in this Life (and this is the Cafe with 
every other Individual in the Species) abſo- 


lutely depend under Gop, on the concur- 
rence of Others in the practice of Works of 
Mercy towards you; and conſequently it muſt 


immediately concern you to promote that 
Practice by your Example, in the Works of 
Mercy you practice towards Others. Thus 


evidentiy is it yaur temporal as well as 
eternal Intereſt to be merciful to your 


Neighbours in their ſeveral Diſtreſſes, and ſo 
much more eſpecially their Spiritual Ones 
as Theſe ate of infinitly ſuperiq; Importance 
to all the reſt. None of them however can 
your principal Motives of acting be eternal, 
And can Vou want eternal Motives, when 
you confider the eternal Rewards which are 
promiſed You, the noble Example which 


þ 55.64 given to You, And the eaſy Task 


which is ſet you? Is it little to be made 
Princes and Monarchs; to reign in a pleni- 
tade of Power, Peace and Plenty; to be 


_abſorb'd in Glory; to feaſt on ſubſtantial 
Bliſs with Angels; to be made Children of 
| Gov, nay Gods yourſelves in ſome Senſe ? 


Now all this is promiſed you jn recompence 
for a little Mercy to your Fellow Creatures: 
Chriſt, And all 
of you Children of the 


Exapople, as he himſelf tells you,” I have 


be of any eternal Advantage to you unleſs 


High, Is it little 
that your Gop has contleſcended to be your 


given 


” 
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given you an Example, that, as T have. done, 
fo you alſo may do? And what a lively Ex: 
ample is he not of every act of Mercy? His 
Incarnation, his Birth, his Life, his Doc- 
trins, his Paſſion and his Death were all ſo 
many Acts of ſpiritual Mercy practiced to 
us; not to mention. the merciful Hint he. 
gives us, to imitate him, in the Words of 
my Text, where he remits the Baptiſt for 

a Proof of his Divinity to the Works' of his 
Mercy, in that The Blind fee, the Lame 
walk, the Lepers are made clean, to the Poor 
the Goſpel ig preachd. Ah Chriſtians! for 
ſhame then, be not obdurate to the ſpiritual 
Neceſſities of your Brethren. Procure Sight 
for the Blind, by bringing the Ignorant to 
the Light of Chriſtian Knowledge: Help 
the Lame to walk by bearing with their Fail- 
ings and Infirmities : Make the Leper clean, 
by reſtoring him with prudent Correction, 
or Reproof, from the Sickneſs of Sin, to the 

Health of Grace and Virtue; Teach the Poor 
in Purſe to be poor in Spirit: Diſſipate his 
Doubts with the Sun-ſhine of Goſpel Truths; 
and preach to him Patience, Fortitude, Re- 


ſignation to the Divine Will in his Afflictions. 


Let not your Mercy to the Dead be confined 
to their Bones; nor your Tenderneſs for the 
Living be bounded: to their Bodies. But 
much more be merciful to their Souls, by the 
fervency and aſſiduity of your Prayers: For 
zs not the Soul more than. Meat? If you pride 

| -yourſelves 


Aj ADVENT: 
Yourſelves in being Diſciples of Chriſt ;* glory 


in copying after him. Shew not, by your 


Diſuſe of theſe Virtues, that you are ſcat 


dalized in your heavenly Maſter ; that you 
are offended at what you ought to adore, 


For Bleſſed is he, ſays Chriſt, who is not 
ſcandalixed in me. In ſhort, Beloved, if you 
mean not to be a Scandal to him; imitate 
your merciful Saviour in the noble exerciſe 
of 'theſe ſpiritual Works of Mercy in this 


Life; and you will have no Cauſe to Fear 


his Approaches in quality of a rigorous Judge 
inen, 01 po 40d, 

But O Reflection! How doſt thou deſert 
me! Shall a miſerable Sinner, like me, un- 
der Protection of the Holy Function of 
Prieſthood, thus dare to inſult a whole 
Army of the Living Gop (a pious, chari- 


table Troop of Orthodox Chriſtians ) with | 


Exhortations to a God-like Virtue, which, 
they muſt want Souls, could they want the 
Spirit to practice? No; No: 'Tis an Out- 
rage not to be offer d to Diſciples of Chriſt, 
But, pardon, Gentle Catholics, pardon the 
undeſign'd Affront. Away, miſapplied Zeal, 
away! Go, rouze the Bluſh of Miſcreants, 
and not the juſt Reſentment of Believers. 
Let Heretics be ſhamed into Compaſlion : 
Let Infidels and Feus be gaul'd into Huma- 
nity : Let Mercy, in a word, be preach'd 
to Savages, to Cannabals, and Tygers, You 
are profeſt Folloyers of a merciful Saviour, 


who 
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who are one day to ſet with him in Seats of 

Judgment, to judge the Tribes of Hael. 
Jzsvs, the Gop of all Mercy, leads the 
Way before you to the heroic Practice of 
every Spiritual Work of Mercy : How then 


can you forbear to follow him, You who 


expect and wiſh to reign with him? And Ol 
T would to Gop you: did reign, as St. Paul 


thoſe. eternal Manſions of unutterable Bliſs 
which are prepared for the Merciful from 
the Foundation of the World ; and which 1 
beg Gop to lift You to: In the Name, &c, 
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Wie ar't : thou? What joy ths of thy lf? 
U E R E f is | Nothing per- 
ER haps, Beloved Fellow-Chri. 

ES! ſtians, more conducive to the 
Advancement of Social Hap- 
— pineſs, Nothing mare capable 
of extending the communi- 
cable Benefits of Human Society, than a mu- 
tual Complacency and reciprocal Deference 
of it's ſeveral Individuals to One · another. 
On the reverſe, there is Nothing more de- 


ſtructive to Society in general than the 


Arrogance of Selk. Eſteem. For, as an 


eminent modern Writer obſerves, Men - 


SH will not continue long in ny Aſſociation, 
5 bert wits are. likely to be the aer 


82 


An 
Whole he is Member of; Some will be con- 


e Thi: Suxnpay K 
# Fach- other.“ This however Fn 


= be the caſe in all Bodies of Men, 
whether religious or civil, whoſe private 


Members pay more regard to their -own In- 
clinations, or Intereſt, than to the public 
Good. And how ſhall this pernicious Evil 
be prevented, as long as any one Member 
conſiders himſelf of greater importance than 


the reſt of his Fellows? Unleſs every Indi- 


TA is convinced of his being but a Part, 
at an unneceſſary Part too, of the 


tending for the Superiority over Others; 


the leaſt Active will fall the Dupes of the 


moſt Artful: And tho the oppoſit Parties 
may ſeein to agree, the One in uſurping, the 


Other in giving, up, the Aſcendant; yet 


They, who are the Firſt to reſign the Pre- 


redency, will be the Laſt to part with that 
Canker worm of ſocial Peace, the Spirit of 
Jealouſy. Every One will be queſtion'd by, 


and retorting the Queſtion on, the Reſt: 
© You?” who are You?” till every Member 
forgets his ſeparate Function, and All unite 
only in leaving the General Good to the ruſt 
of Suſpence: A Union which cannot but 


end in the utter Diſſolution of the Whole. 


The HoLy GuosrT therefore, Chriſtians; ; 


| He, who firſt inſpired Mankind to cement 
- themſelves together in charitable Society; to 


ward You againſt the detrimental Conſequen- 
ces, and growing Miſchiefs of ſelf-pointed 
Arrogance, 
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Arrogance, provides you with an infallible 
Preſervative againſt it in the Goſpel for this 
Day: Drawing at once, from the Mouths of 
the Jews, a Matter of Confuſion for them- 
ſelves, and a uſeful Hint of Inſtruction for 
you, in that myſterious Interrogation, % 
ar't thou? It is an in ſolent Queſtion of tif 
necked Feus. And yet may be of infinit 
Service to every one of You; Beloved! if 
you will but make uſe of it. But then 
ve a care, that you do not make the ſame 
idle uſe of it, as the Fews did with regard 
to St. John. Apply it: Yet apply it not 
to an inquiſition into the Merit of Others, 
but to an enquiry into yourſelves. Say not 
to Others, with the buſy, prying, envious 
part of Mankind, <« Who are you?” But 
rather with the humble Baptiſt, catch the 
Lanthorn from the World; deſcend into 
the deepeſt Receſſes of your own, Souls; and 
ſay, Each to yourſelf : © Come; my Heart ! 
« We are now alone: Throw off the Mask, 
let me ſee, let me hear, let me know, 
*©- Who! art thou? What 1 | thou of | 
69 thy ſelf 2” "v3 bo 
This, Chriſtians, chis is the great Leſſon, 
it behoves you all to learn This is the Science 
worthy of Men, of Chriſtians, and of Mem- 
bers of Catholic Communion, to know your- 
ſelves thoroughly: And without This, all 
your other Knowledges are Ignorance. This 
therefore ſhall be the Subject of my preſent 
300. M 2 Diſcourſe 
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Diſcourſe, and the Next ; For the clearing 
up of which, it will be neceſlary to lay 
down this one diſtinctive Truth, that every 
Man may be conſider'd in a twofold Light, 
either as a Member of human Society, or 
as a ſingle ſeparate exiſtence from the reſt of 
Individuals in the ſame Species. This pre- 
miſed I ſhall: endeavour to ſhew you 3 
Things: Firſt, how detrimental it muſt be 
to himſelf and Others, for any Man, con- 
ſider d as a Member of Society, to live in 
Self-Ignorance. Secunaly, how important 


it is for every Man, conſider'd barely as a 


ſeparate Individual, to have a competent 
Knowledge of er g And Thirdly, What 
a — of Self- knowledge conſiſts in, 
The 7200 Fir Conſiderations will require all 
the leiſure this Morning affords us; and the 
Lai will furniſh ample Matter of InſtruQion | 
for your Attention next Sunday. 

 To-day we are to view Man in two di- 
ſtin& Lights ; as a Part and as a Whole; AS 
the Part of a great World, and the Whole of 
a little One; in a word, as a Part with re- 
lation to the Whole of human Society, and 
as a ſeparate Whole abſtracted from every 
relation to other Individuals. And in delt 
two Points of View we ſhall find : 

I. How dangerous it is for him to want 
a competent Knowledge of himſelf: and, 


II. How important for him to 25 ſuch | 
NT a Knowledge, 


* Come 


g 2 0 
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| 18 Come then, O Hor v d Light to N 


cc the Blind and Life of All who lng | Vouch- 
« fafeto be our Guide in this Reſearch. Clear 


<« up our Minds and warm our Hearts with 


<< thy benefic Rays, that, ſeeing, how much 
5 tle: Happineſs of knowing Thee depends 
« the Knowledge of ourſelves, we may, 


1 wh truly Chriſtian Candour, ſearch our 


* Souls, and — Spirits faithfully with 


45 David, till we deſerve to find Thee there. 
ls Sock ry, as St. Wanne; of Anuin de- 
fines it, is an Aggr 2 of Men agreed in 

the joint purſuit of one End: That 7s, as 
the very Word imports, It is an Aſſociation 


of many Equals of the fame kind contracted 


for the mutual Advantage of the ſeveral Par- 
ticulats uniting. All Mankind then, ſtrictly 


ſpeaking, are but One great Society, cemented 


— ng by the Bands of mutual Frientlſhip, 


for the Support, Security, Propagation, tem- 
poral and eternal Happ ineſs of One-another. 
And this Society, if it be confider'd only 
with regard to the Advantages it purſues in 


this life, is what we call a Body Civil, ' hat 
18, in ſhort, a Coalition of Rational Beings, 
All capable, in diffetent ſpheres, of bontri- 


2 to the prudential Good of One-ano- 
| „us far only as earthly Felicity extends. 


5 oo it is a Religious Body, if we conſider it 
with reſpect to the heavenly Joys it is created 


0 1 4068 And in both Senſes it is a Body 


Politic, 


| 
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Politic, that is, in ether words, a Bod 
actuated and ſubſiſting by Policy or Wilſ- 
dom; with this difference only, that, in the 


firſt Senſe, the Policy which rules it is 
human; in the /econd, it is Divine. 


Now, analogouſly ſpeaking, it is witha Body 
Politic, whether barely Civil or Civil and 
Religious, as It is with a merely phyfical One, 
ſuch as That which Every One of us carry 
about with us. A Phyſical Body has Limbs 


and Members and Joints: So has the Politic. 


Theſe Bodies of ours have Limbs : The Legs 
and the Arms are ſuch, - Theſe Limbs have 
their Under-NMeabew: From the Shoulder 
to the Elbow is one; from the Elbow to the 


Wriſt is another; the Hand is another; and 


the ſeveral Fingers are ſo many more: Theſe 
Members again have their Joints, and each 
Joint has it's ſeparate Uſe : Over Theſe there 
are Eyes, there are Ears, a Heart and a 


Head. All Theſe have their ſeveral Functi- 
ons, and on the mutual Harmony and N 


dination of All depends the Health, Vi 

and Beauty of the Whole. Let the I iſ 
of Theſe be ever ſo little diſforder'd, the mu- 
tual Dependence of All upon one-another is 
ſo intimate, that the Reſt muſt be affected 
more or leſs; tho, perhaps, inſenſibly at 
firſt : And for little it encreaſes, a Stagna- 
tion enſues in the Part firſt affected; the free 


Circulation of the Blood is interru ted, and 


gn unn , PT the whole 
Maſs, 


„f lv 
Maſs, ſpreads itſelf through the Body; 
What deſtruction then may not enſue; when 
any Diſorder ariſes in the more noble Parts, 


ſuch as the Eyes, the Ears, the Heart, or the 
Head; or Any of Theſe deſert their own Office 


to break i in upon the Function of another? 


Much more, what niuſt become of the Body; 


ſhould any One of Theſe, envious of the reſt, 
want to uſurp the uſes of All. St. Paul rea- 


ſons beautifully upon this, The Body, ſays he, 


* js not one Member but many. ¶ the Foot » , c 
ſhould" jay, becauſe I am not the Hand, Jam xii. 


not of the Body ; is it therefore” not F the 
Body? And if the! Ear ſhould ſay, becauſe I 
am not the Eye, I am not of the; Body; is it 
therefore not of the Body? If the whole 
Body was the Eye; where, is the: Hearing ? 
Tf the "whole was the' Hearing; ubere is 
the Smelling ? But now G Op hath ſet tbe 
Members, uy one of them in the Body, 


46 be uu The Eye cannot' ſay to 
the Hand, I we not thy belp; or again 


the Head to the Feet, You are not neceſſary 


for mei. But much more. Thoſe which ſeem Ty 


to be the mort weak: Members f the Body 
are more - neceſſary”. . . . But GO hath 
temper d the, Body, giving to That which 
wanted the more —— Honour, that 
tbere might be no Scluſin in the Body, buf 
the Members together might be careful One 

For another. And if one Member. ſuffer any 
Boar: all __ Members fu fer doith it. Or mt 
one 


—— 


| 
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Politic, that is, in other words, a Body 
actuated and ſubſiſting by Policy or Wiſ- 
dom; with this difference only, that, in the 
firſt Senſe, the Policy which rules it is 
human; in the /econd, it is Divine. 
Now, analogouſly ſpeaking, it is witha Body 
Politic, whether barely Civil or Civil and 
Religious, as it is with a merely phy ſical One, 
ſuch as That which Every One of us carry 
about with us. A Phyſical Body has Limbs 
and Members and Joints: So has the Politic, 
"Theſe Bodies of ours have Limbs : The Legs 
and the Arms are ſuch, - Theſe Limbs have 
their Under-Members: From the Shoulder 
to the Elbow is one; from the Elbow to the 
Wriſt is another; the Hand is another; and 
the ſeveral Fingers are ſo many more: Theſe 
Members again have their Joints, and each 
Joint has it's ſeparate Uſe : Over Theſe there 
are Eyes, there are Ears, a Heart and a 
Head. All Theſe have their ſeveral Functi- 
ons, and on the mutual Harmony and Subor- 
dination of All depends the Health, Vigour 
and Beauty of the Whole. Let the Leaft 
of Theſe be ever ſo little diſorder'd, the mu- 
tual Dependence of All upon one- another is 
ſo intimate, that the Reſt muſt be affected 
more or leſs; tho', perhaps, inſenſibly at 
firſt : And for little it encreaſes, a Stagna- 
tion enſues in the Part firſt affected; the free 
Circulation of the Blood is interrupted, and 
an Inflammation, fermenting the whole 
7 Wa ek Mafs, 
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Maſs, ſpreads itſelf through the Body; 

What deſtruction then may not enſue; when 
any Diſorder ariſes in the more noble Parts, 
ſuch as the Eyes, the Ears, the Heart, or the 
Head; or Any of Theſe deſert their own Office 


to break in upon the Function of another? 


Much more, what miuſt become of the Body; 


| ſhould any One of Theſe, envious of the reſt, 


want to uſurp the uſes of All. St. Paul rea- 
ſons beautifully upon this, The Body, ſays he, 


ce 
* . 
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* 27s not one Member but many. I the Foot « , c A 
ſhould” ſay, becauſe I am not the Hand, I am xi. 


not of the Budy ; is it therefore not of the 
Body? And if the: Ear ſhould ſay; becauſe I 
am not the Eye, I am not of the Body; ts it 
therefore not of the Body? Tf the whole 
Body | was. the Eye; where, is the: Hearing? 
Tf the 'whole was the: Hearing; ubere is 
the Smelleng ? But now G o D hath ſet tbe 
Members, every one f them in the Body, 
as he would... . The Eye cannot: ſay to 
the Hand, I need not thy help; or again 


the Head to the Feet, You are not neceſſary 


jor meu But much ore Thoſe which ſeem 
to. be the mort-weak-Members of \ the Body 
ure more - neceſſary". . .. But GO hath 
temper d the Body, giving to That which 
wanted the more abundant Honour, that 


." there' might be no Schifin\ in the Body, but 


the Members together might be careful One 
For another. And if one Member ſuffer any 
thing, all the Members ſuffer withit. Or rf 


one 
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one Menber glory, all the Members rejoice 


with it. 


Thus, Chriſtians, You | fas: from St, Paul, 


how abſolutely. che very Exiſtence of this 
phyſical Body depends upon the mutual 
ſubordination of it's Members. And thus 
is it too with the Body — of human 
and Common-wealths, Euch are, 3 
ner ſpeaking, the Limbs of Society: The 


. , . Cities and Boroughs of theſe are like fo 


who are the neceſſary Joints of the whole 


many leſſer Members: All which are com- 


poſed and compacted of many Individuals, 


Community of Mankind: 1 Inte- 
grity of which depends ùpon the Welle doing 
of All, and Every one, of Theſe, and their 


Ready purſuit of their reſpectire Functions 


in life: 'TheLeaſt of them all has his ſe- 
| Uſefulneſs, and the Nobleſt of all 
cannot ſay to him, „Fou are Unneceſlary.” 
No, adds St. Paul, Lou are, All of you toge- 
ther, the Body of Chrift, and Members of 
Member. But are All of the ſame uſe then, 
All fit for the ſame Functions? Are all 

fpoftles? Are all. Prophets? Are all 

ors? Are all Rulers? No: ſays the 
Apoſtle, Gop hath ſet in the Church, 


| bp Apoſtles,  ſecar 5 rr 


Doctors; then Helps, Gouernments, and 
ſo on. In ſhort, Chriſtians, Gow» has 


made Some for one Employ, Some for ano- 


ther, 


ADVENT. 
ther, and.All to contribute ſome way to the 


public Good of All. Some he has placed 


in a more laborioùs Station, to be, like Feet, 


the neceſſary Support of Society: Others hs 


Has placed in a State of greater Eaſe, and, 


like Hands, to adminiſter to the N ouriſhment 


and Defence of the Whole. Some he has 
made Magiſtrates, who, like Eyes, are to in- 


ſpect and direct the inferior Members: And 
Some ate made Subjects, to liſten ts the 
Voice of the Legiſlature, as a Body Civil, or 
to the Inſtructions of Gop's Miniſters, who 
are as the Mouth of Religious Society ty. 
The Eye then, as St. Paul ſays, cannot 74 


to the 1 and, I need not thy held; tor . 


Head to ' the Feet, you are Yo rieceſſary for” 
me. No, All are of Uſe to Each-other in 
their ſeveral Capacities: Some as Apoſtles 
and Teachers, Some as taught; Some to 
labour for the Rich, Some to reward the 
Labours of the Poor; Some to govern, and 
Some to be governed. All which are di- 


rected by thoſe two great internal Faculties 


Reaſon and Conſcience ; as Theſe again are, 
when rightly diſpoſed, by Grace and Free- | 
wilt : Which the Almighty has purpoſely 


ſet over this great Society of Human Nature, 


the One as the Head to guide it to Good, | 
the Other as the Heart to purſue the Good 
pointed out. And fo eſſential is Subordina- 
tion in the ſeveral Parts of this Body, that 


the leaſt inverſion of it, the leaſt diſorder 
Vor. 1 N in 
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in the meaneſt of it's Members, threatens. 
the Whole with Confuſion; and if that 
Diſorder increaſes, there is no other way 
to preſerve the Trunk than by lopping off 
the Members infected. This has been too ; 
often and too fatally experienced, to ſtand 
in need of Proofs, The Corruption of One 
Man has ſpread itſelf through whole Cities, 
and would have infected the Whole World 
| the ſame, had not the Divine Goodneſs to 
ſpare the Bulk of Mankind, cut the Rotten 
from the Quick. Witneſs the deteſted 
Cities of Sodom and Gomerrha > Whoſe Per- 
dition undoubtedly was originally owing to 
the brutal Iniquity of one ſingle Wretch; not 
to mention the Deluge of Miſeries, which 
One Man's Sin, propagated to Millions, 
drown'd, the World in, many Years before. 
So very detrimental then may it be to 
himſelf and to Others, for any Man to des 
viate from his proper ſphere as a Membet 
of Society. And how-ſhall any Man know 
how to act in his ſphere, without knowing, 
himſelf and knowing, of what uſe he is 
or may be to Society? All the Harmony 
or Diſcord which occurs then in any Society 
abſolutely depends upon Self-knowledge of 
the Want of it in the Members of that 
M—_ EEE 
Had Lucifer but known himſelf thorough- 
ly; had he but reflected as much on his 
being but a Creature, and indebted to 
; -— n Gop 
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Gon for the Perfections he poſſeſs d, as 

he did on thoſe Endowments which ren- 
der'd him ſuperior to the reſt of the heavenly 
Hoſt; had ay in a Word, ſeriouſly que- 
ſtion d himſelf after his firſt Emotions of 

Pride, Lucifer! ha ar't thou?” Ah 

Chriſtians! he would: never . have impiouſly 

dared to compare himſelf with his Maker: 


He would not thee made it neceſſary 1 


God to cut him off from the Society of his 
bleſſed Spirits: In-ſhort, he would not 5 
ſunk himſelf and ſuch numberleſs Legion 
af Angels from a State of Glory, to the 
wretched Office of being aur Tempters to 
Evil, But Self-Ignorance intoxicated him: 
He ſaw haw much he tranſcended the reſt 


of Creatures; but would not ſee how infi- 


tly ſhort he was of Gon. Blated with his 
real Pre- eminence, he muſt needs aſpire to 
an ideal One. Bat,” vat a One! All 
&© Creatures; are inferior to me, and ſhall 


©. Gor be above me! No: T wit aſcend * Jui 


e and become like: the moſt High But the * 


Almighty ſoon undeceived him s And now | 


he knows himſelf in his true Light. But, 
alas, Satan, it is too late! Vet ah Chriſtians! 
How likely is this to be the Caſe with many 
of You, unleſs you ſpecdily enter into your- 
ſelves, with more ſſncerũy and ſeriouſneſs 
than, perhaps, you have hitherto done? von 
are all, like Lucifer, but too conſcious of the 
Excellences you poſſeſs; but how ignorant 
N2 N are 
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are you not of the Many you want to be 
what you ought to be! How ready are you, 
All, to lord it. over your Fellow Creatures; 

and yet how ſlothful to humble yourſelves 
| before Gon, But, alas, you are in this 
true Children of your Grandſire Adam. 

O Adam / Adam  thoughtleſs Parent 
Adam! What was there wanting towards 
making Thee the happieſt of Creatures, but 
the 8 of thyſelf ? Created a Favcrit, 
a Friend, and Familiar of Gop, made to 
his Likeneſs, and barn to be transfer d to a 
Seat of Glory! in Heaven from a Paradiſe on 
Earth (a Privilege naw. denied to all thy 
Poſterity, ) what had'ſt-thou more to wiſh ? 
Muſt thou needs be like Gop, by knowing 
Good and Evil? Ah! how much- wiſer 
would one Grain of knowledge of thyſelf 
have made thee; and how much more like 
'Gop! Had'ſt thou but known thyſelf; thou 
would'ſt have known' the: infinit Diſtance 
between Gop and thee ; thou wauld'ſt have 
found, that-the only way of being like-him 
was to be content with the Condition of 
Subjection to him which he placed thee in; 
His Grace would have improved his Like- 
neſs in thee; and ſpared: bath Thee and Us, 
thy wretched Offspring, the ſad Effects of 
thy Self-Ignorance. But Adam, Beloved, was 
like Us, and we are juſt like him, fond. of 
Nothing in, or out of, - ourſelyes but what 
will fuel our inſatiable Pri, + 


in 
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In fact to what but Pride and Arrogance 

6 never- failing Symptoms of Self- Blind- 
neſs, can we impute our being more in- 
duſtrious to enquire into the Merit of Others 
than our own? Tis the vain Conceit of 
poſſeſſing ſome ſuperior Excellence which 


Others are, by us, . ſuppoſed to want. Tis 
This prompts ſo Many among us to that 


3 3 : Who art thou? In this 
| 9 lut our Vanity, by ex ſing 
the Beens of Others and making ae 
Foil to our own imaginary Perfections. 
Whereas let us but retort the Queſtion 
on ourſelves: © Or let them but ask us in 
turm: * Who are You? What ſay you of 
<<, yourſelves?” And ah Chriſtians! if the 
Anſwers be fair an both fides; we may 
chance to find, that, for one imaginary Ad- 
vantage we have over the Man we moſt de- 
ſpiſe, he has a hundred real Ones over Us. 
And yet neither He nor We can have a right 
to — one- another as uſeleſs. Not 
can we do it, without mutual detriment to 
Ourſelves and Society. 
Tphere are but five Things i in which One 
Man can claim an Advantage over Another, 
---- Riches, Beauty, Power, Wiſdom, and 
Grace: Not One #2 which however can 
entitle; any One ſingle Member of Human 
| Hociety, to value himſelf more than the 
Leaſt of his Fellow Members. Nay all 
Wd vaited in one Ry are not ſuf. 


cient | 
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ficient to make him, in the ſtrict Senſe, 


more neceſſary than Some who may want 
the major part of theſe Excellences, or be 


greatly deficient in all. For Head as he 


may be, or deſerve to be; he cannot there- 
fore ſay to the humble Feet of Society: Tou 
are not neceſſary far ne. And nothing but 
the groſſeſt en eee can induce him 


9 think ſo. 


Nebuchadonozor bad icin 5 bad not 
Self-knowledge; and therefore was weak 


enough to forget his proper Function in Life, 
and to "drown the real Monarch in the 


Mimic Deity. Inſtead of acting like the 
true Head of his People, and ding them 
to the Knowledge of his and their Maker; 
he ſet himſelf up for their Gop and drew 
them into Idolatry. But ah fooliſh Mo- 
narch ! When we ſee thee in the Deſart, 


Field, how much more wilt thou ap 
thy Self? Tell Us then from thence, "What 


art thou? What fayſt thou of th Fark . 


* Alas, (methinks, I bear bim cry) 


* 1 am. but a creep ing end. the ts the 


Earth: A Wretth henca 

« Beafts I commune with. They 2 | 

t beneath me, know chemſolves' enough to 

act in their own Sphere; I, created above 

© them, knew ſo little of myſelf that, by 

* aſpiring above my Nature, I have funk 

MN 228 n it. . Alas unhappy * f 
What 
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What a Pity is it thou did'ſt not know thy- 
ſelf a little ſooner? Had'ſt thou at firſt 
enter'd ſeriouſly into thyſelf, with a, Nebu- 
chadonozer! who art thou ? What a deal of 
Confuſton mighr'ſt thou not have ſpared 
_ thyſelf? Thou had'ſt humbled thyſelf be- 


fore thy Gop, and made it unneceflary for 


him to humble thee to a level with the 
HBrutes of the Forreſt: Thou had' ſt wiſely 
led thy People to his Worſhip and not been 


reduced to leave them for ſeven Years, like 


a lifeleſs Trunk, without a Head, or rather, 
like the motionleſs Feet of an inanimate 


Carcaſs, O Chriſtians, Chriſtians! Shall 1 
pique your Pride, and compare You with 
this ſelf-abſent Monarch? If Gop has 


humbled None of you as yet to an external 


Level with the Brutes; does not your own 


Self-Ignorance make Many of you little 
ſuperior to them in the gratification of your 
coarſe- ſeeding Appetites? Ah! enter then 
for once ſeriouſly into yourſelves, Ask your 
Souls; Tell me my Soul ? what art thou ? 


* Thou who ſo much prideſt thyſelf above 


*© the reſt of thy Fellows! 


on, who, 


e becauſe the Head of thy Family, de- 


© ſpiſeſt the Feet of it, thy Servants; or 


* ft them after thee, in Triumph, 


* to the Worſhip of Vice! Tell me, wha? 
<« ſay ft thou of thyſelf?” Hear what your 


Souls have to anſwer, and if they tell you 
that Lou have follow'd this Prince in his 
„„ 0 ke, ſinful 
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finful abuſe of the Goods of Fortune and 
Nature; follow him too in his Repentance: 


Stoop with him to lick the duſt of Hu- 


mility in the voluntary depreſſion of your- 


: ſelves. $2 E 


Saul had Power; Abſalom had Beauty, 
and Salomon had Wiſdom ; But not One 
of them, alas not One, had a competent 
Knowledge of himſelf. Saul reflected not, 
whence his Power was derived; and theres 
fore abuſed it to the diſhonour of Gop, the 
elation of himſelf, and the depreſſion of 
his People. Ab/alom conſulted his Mirror 
more than his Conſcience, as, perhaps, Some 
of You do; elſe he might have ſeen; and ſo 
might you, how much a Deformity of Soul 


zs capable of disfiguring the faireſt of Frames. 


Salomon was wiſe enough to ſee into all the 
Vices and Follies of the reſt of Mankind; 
but (ah!) with all his Wiſdom, he. was 
fooliſh enough to live in Self- ignorance; 
and for want of entering into himſelf, with 
a, Salomon who art thou? he ſaw, not, how 
criminal his Wiſdom made him appear in 
the abuſe of it. And what was the conſe- 
quence of Self-ignorance in Theſe ? Why 
the Firſt, with all his Race, was cut off 
from reigning over that People which his 
Self- ignorance had drawn into ſo much Sin 
and Sorrow; The Second, after having be- 
guiled many of his Fellow- Subjects into 
his unnatural Rebellion, fell, or rather 
| hung, 
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hung, the unpitied Victim of Divine Ven- 
peance: And peg), after having ex ſed, 
ary yet encouraged, Vice and rely in 
others; after having, by bad example, ren- 
der d the Wiſdom he was inſpired with by 
Gop, uſeleſs, nay detrimental, to the Sal- 
vation of Many; after having, in a word, 
tho the Wiſeſt of Men, made the moſt fooliſh 
figure a Mortal in his Senſes could make ; ; 
died a Parable of Suſpence, leaving his own. 
Salvation- a Matter of doubt to Poſterity, 
Alas! What then can Riches, Beauty, 
Power or Wiſdom avail any Member of 
human Society, who, for want of Self- 
knowledge to apply them rightly, only abuſes 
them to the Ruin of himſelf and Others? 


£ 
| e 


What ſerved You, O ſenſeleſs Inhabitants 


of Feruſalem, the Repetition of Graces and 
heavenly Favours ſhower'd on you by the 
Almighty.? What avail'd you the being born 
. Cotemporaries with Chriſt, Members of his 


favorit City, the Seat of his Elect, where 


he choſe to manifeſt his Redemption - when 
you would not know him? But ah! how 
ſhould You know him, You who took no 
pains. to know yourſelves? O-bad'/# thou but 
_ known, ſays Chriſt to this perverſe Genera- 
tion, * bad ſt thou but known, in this t 
day, the things which pertain to thy Peace] 
But now they, are hidden from thy Eyes. 
Yes: Had the. Jews but been Each as Ali. 


gent to enquire of himſelf, Mo ar't zbou?. 
* No OO >, What 
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preſs Judgment of the Divine Juſtice, ba- 


7 be for every Mortal, conſider'd as a 


3 On The Third SunDaAyY 
bat fayft thou of thy ſelf? as they wet © 
in queſtioning the Baptiſt ; they might have 
removed that Self- ignorance, which, like 
an impenetrable Fog, ſtood between them 
and the knowledge of their Saviour ; they 
would have been enabled to open their Eyes 
to behold him, their Minds to believe in 
him, and their Hearts to receive him ; they 
would have ſtill been his darling People and 
joy'd in the Salvation he came to work 
among them. Inſtead of which, what are 
they now, but mere Outlaws of Heaven, 
Vagabonds upon Earth, and, by the ex- 


niſh'd from the religious Society and even 
Civil Communion of all the reſt of Man- 
kind ; become the Abhorrence of Chriſtians, 

the mockery of Heretics, the Workihg- 
| Tools of Infidelity, and Objects of Suſpi- 
.cion, Reproach and Infamy to one-another, 
Hence, beloved Brethren, you ſee how very 
detrimental to himſelf and Others it is and 


Member of Human Society, to live in Self- 
ignorance. Now therefore let us employ 
the little Time we have left, to conſider: 
How important it is for every Man, con- 
ſider'd barely as a ſeparate Individual, to 
have a competent Knowledge of himſelf. 


II. I need not detain you long upon this 
head, Chriſtians: So be not alarm'd for 


wo 
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your rn and eaſe. What 1 have f 
already ſaid in the former Part of this Diſ- 
courſe, will in great meaſure ſerve, by 
the Rules of Analogy, to prove and illuſtrate 
This. Mankind is not only a numerous 
| World, but an Aſſociation of Worlds. 
Every Individual is not only the Part of a 
great Warld ; but a little World in. himſelf. 
And this little World has not only a phyſi- 
cal Body in itſelf which is the Fleſh, but a 
Body Politic, both Religious and Civil, com- 
poſed of the Senſes as ſo many inferior Mem- 
bers, an Imagination, a Memory and other 
internal Faculties ſuperior to theſe, and. Rea- 
ſon and Conſcience the Eyes and Guides of 
the reſt, with Free- will and Grace like the 
Head, and the Heart to preſide over: and 
give life to the Whole. While Theſe then 
preſerve their proper Subordination, there 
muſt be a perfect Harmony within us. But I 
any One of theſe forgets it's proper Function, 
| encroaches upon the Province of the Other, 
or ſuffers a Stagnation of Virtue ; what but 
Confuſion and Diſorder muſt enſue? And 
how - ſhall it be otherwiſe; if the Soul, 
which is the Intelligence by whom All are 
put in Action, forgets, or deſiſts from, it's 
Office of watching perpetually over this 
little World with a kind o profiden Self- 
intuition ? 
How is it we hw. our ohyſical Body 


in Health and Vigour but by e | 
Q 2 watch ing 
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| watching over it's Conſtitution, to ſee that 


it's motions are regular, that Each Member 
performs it's Functions in due Order, and 


to apply a proper Remedy where we diſ- 
cover the leaſt want of One! So then ought 


we to do with the inward Man, ſo ought 


we to watch over the Conſtitution of the 
Soul. If every Man's Body has a Pulſe to 
ſerve as an Index of the Harmony or Diſ- 
order reigning in it ; ſo has his Soul. The 
Intention is the Pulſe of the Soul. As That 
beats high with Vanity or Self-eſteem, of 
low with Sloth-or Diſſipation ; the Soul is in 
a Frenzy of Pride and Ambition, or in the 
decaying State of Avarice or Luſt. But if it 
moves regular and moderate with Humility 
and Charity; then the Circulation of Virtue 
flows freely, the life of Grace throbs warm 
in every Part, and the Whole interior ö 
Realm of the Soul i injoys Ha Peace, 
and Plenty of Subffantzl Comforts. ©/ Yet 
how ſhall Man be able to know, when it 
is ſo; or apply a timely Remedy, when it 
is not ſo; without ſeriouſly watching over 
it's Motions, often feeling the Pulſe of his 
Intention, and thus gaining a perfect knows 
ledge of the true Diſpoſition of it? Self. 
knowledge then cannot but be of the higheſt 
Importance to every Mang vonſider d en as 
a ſeparate Individual. 


For this we, have no lefs an Oracle ian 


dont the Holy Ghoſt, whoin the Canticles * preſſes 


nothing 
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nothing ſo much to his Spouſe the Soul as 
a perfect knowledge of herſelf; If thou art 
ignorant of thy ſelf, O Faireft, go forth. 
Ves, leave the State of Ignorance thou ar't 
“ in; ſhake off thy ſpiritual Drowſineſs; 
6 Flee the dark Miſt of Self-abſence thou 
' * art ſurrounded with, and go forth 
« from Diffipation z that, entering into 
*© thyſelf, thou may'ſt enjoy the pure and 
6 lightſome Air of Self-intuition.” But 
ah! how Few are there, who liſten to the 
inſtructive Voice of this Divine Charmer, 
charming ſo ſweetly! How univerſally true 
is the Complaint of Feremiah, * and how * Chap. 
applicable to the preſent unhappy Age, De 
zwhole World is fil d with  defolation, becauſe 
there \ is no One who heartily reflefts! No 
One enters ſeriouſly into himſelf, nor thinks 
with fincerity on the inward State of 'his 
Soul; and therefore All run headlong out of 
themſelves. No wonder therefore, that fo 
many of you are borne away by the tem- 
ſtuous Hurricanes of your unruly Paſſions 
into ſuch a State of inward Confuſion, as 
threatens you with, and is likely to end in, 
nothing leſs dreadful than, utter irreparable 
Miſery. WF he | 
And yet, Who can well refrain from being 
- ſurpriſed, that this important Self-know- 
ledge, this neceſſary inward Reflection, 
ſhould eſcape any Man; when every Object 
of the Senſes reflects it to us all? The per- 


petual 


» petual Inſtability of every Part of Nature is 


On the Third SunDay 


one continued Leſſon to us of the Incertainty 
of our Being, here. The Day, the Night, 


' the Light of the One, and the Gloom of the 


Other are but ſo many Hints to you to ex- 
amen into the ſituation of your Souls, to 
ſee whether Grace makes all light within you, 


or whether Sin has not over-ſpread the Whole 


with Darkneſs. Both remind you of Life 
and Death; and teach you, by a reflection on 
your mortal and immortal State, to make 
ſuch uſe of the former as may render the 
latter a Bleſſing rather than a Curſe to you. 
The Viciſſitudes of Health and Sickneſs in 
human Nature; It's Fickleneſs in Good; 

It's proneneſs to Evil, and it's froward Faint. 
neſs in retreating from it: The Poverty, 


Sickneſs, and innumerable Accidents: which 
- baffle the worldly Purſuits of Man, and 


often rob him even of himſelf: All are 


ſo many daily warnings to every One of 


you to enter into himſelf, with a, Tell me 


* my Soul who ar't thou? what ſay "ſt thou 
cc of thy ſe elf? Ar't thou not ſubject or liable 


« at leaſt to all theſe? Say then what uſe 
% do'ſt thou make of them? Or how ' ar't 
«© thou diſpoſed to encounter or bear 
de them?” Ah Chriſtians! Would you but 


lay hold on theſe Warnings ; would Each 


of. you make theſe ſerious Queries to your- 
ſelves; how ſoon and how brightly would 


the San bine of Grace and Self- knowledge 


- wo 


„ ADVENT. 


Ptek in upon you” With diet Nack 


Surpriſe and Confuſion would not moſt of 
you find, how very much you are what 


very little you are what you all ought 
to be ? | | 


It was by the help of Queries like theſe, 
chat the Royal Penitent David was enabled 


to riſe from the State of an adulterous Mur- 


derer of Man and an Enemy to Gop, which 


'Self-ignorance had plunged him into: To 


riſe, I fay, to ſuch a perfection of Self- 


knowledge as finiſh'd him the Bleſſing of 


% . 


his People and a Man after Gop's own 


Heart. While he abſented from himſelf ; 
he conſider'd only the Authority of the Mo- 


. narch, to abuſe it. But once he enter'd in- 
to himſelf ; he overlook'd the gaudy Title 


| of Prince, in the pride-deprefling Conſide- 
ration of periſhable Man. Well David J. 


well glorious Prince ! flouriſhing Monarch ! 


Who art thou? What ſay ſt thou of thy ſelf ? 


s Sovereign, Prince and Monarch! gay 
ee Illuſions all: I, O Lord, have nought 


*© to boaſt of, nothing to value myſelf upon, 


My Life, My Subſtance, my All, is as 
« nothing before thee.” * Fe ON Ng 
What think you but a ſerious Scrutiny of 
his Soul could enable the Baptiſt to give ſo 
nice an Account of himſelf? When the 
Jeus came to him with that ſtartling Que- 


tion, Who art thou? He antwer'd them 
e 02 267t York d Lg 


you little ſuſpect yourſelves to be, and how 
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mA ̃᷑0ðt inconſiderately. But, aſſuming the Cha- 
racter of their Embaſſador to his Soul, he 
anters into it's deepeſt Receſſes, and returng 

not thence till fraught with a ſatisfactory 
Anſwer. © Come my Soul, ſays Jonx me- 
* thinks, ho art thou, that I may give an 
« Anſwer to them who ſent me? What 
* {ay ft thou of thy ſelf * Ar't thou the Me. 
% fas? No; far from it: the Latchet of his 
e Shoes IT am not. worthy to looſen, Well: 
% Ar't thou Elias? Noe: I am not. Art 
© thou a Prophet? No. What ar't thou 
te then: ſurely Thou ar't Something more 
* than ordinary. No, No. John have a 
© care of Miſtakes : have a care of depreſ- 
te ing thy Excellences by rating them too 
de high. I thy Soul tell thee, Be humble. 
«« Go. back then and tell thoſe who ſent. 
e thee what Humility ſhall diftate to thee.” 
Well then Fohn, what art thou. Alas, I- 
* can ſcarcely be deem'd a Something: I 
« am but half a Something, a Breath, 4 
« Voice, an Eccho in a vaſt Deſart, that is, 
© in a word, hardly one Remove from No- 
e thing.” I am à Voice, ſays St. Jon, 
crying in the Deſert, Ah Chriſtians! what 
Next- to-Nothings then muſt not You: be, 
with all your fancied Merit; if this Prodigy 
of Nature and Grace is, at laſt, but a Voice? 
For there has not riſen, ſays Chriſt, 2 
Greater, among the Born of Women, than 
John the Baptiſt. O Self- knowledge]! of 
what importance ar't thou not to Man ? 
ci es : 5 


5 
0 


in ADVENT. 

It was undoubtedly This which made 
St. Peter decline the Honour of having his 
Feet waſh'd by Chriſt. But! why would'ft 
thou, O glorious Printe of theApoſtles, reject 

the proffer d Honour? Did not the Magdalen 
| waſh the Feet of Him; who ſtoops to do the 
fame for thee. Yes, but the difference is 
wide. Thou, Lord, fhal't not waſb my feet 
to ᷑ternity. What! ho art thou then, 
Peter ! ©* Ah! who indeed, O Lord, that 
thou ſhoud'ſt waſh my Feet? O Tell me 
„ Peter, tell me my Soul, who ar't thou?” 
Here Truth, like a Flood of Day, pours in 
upon his Soul; and lifts him to a perfect 
Knowledge of himſelf, Away from me 
Lord! Approach me not: Nor let the 
Prophane, like me, mix with the Sacred as 
thou ar't, Thou ar't Gop: And I, alas, 
Nothing but Man; nay leſs than Man, a 
Sniner, Go out from me Lord; for Tam a 
Man, a Sinner, Thus, probably, as once 
before, St. Peter thought. And thence it 
probably was, that Chriſt then ſhew'd him- 
ſelf to him, brought him, to a perfect Union 
with himſelf by prompt Obedience, and 
raiſed him, to the Dignity of his Subſtitute. 
Well, well did'ſt thou know thyſelf, O 
glorious Saint, and to a happy Purpoſe! 
But ah dear Saviour! did'ſt Thou too 
know thyſelf in this ſtupendous Act of Self- 
depreſſion? Did'ſt thou interrogate thyſelf 
beforehand, IE ss who ar't thou? Wa'ſt 

WoL. I. Ws thou 
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thou ill mindful of the Gor, when kneels 


ing humbly. at the Feet of Men to waſh 
them? Yes, Chriſtians: ,Your Saviour knew 
himſelf, tis plain. He knew, that he was Gop; 
and yet forgot not, that he was alſo 


He knew, that he was Lord of Thoſe, Wboſe 


Feet he waſh'd, and whom he often had 
inſtructed to be hu mble; and therefore knew, 
that nothing could add greater Force to his 


Precepts than Example. Wherefore, ſays 


he, Know you what I * done to you ? You 


call me Lord and Maſter, and you ſay well: 


For I am fo. If then I, being Lord and 
Maſter, have waſh'd your Feet, you ought to 


awaſh one-another's * For I have given 
vous an Example, that, as 1 have done, ſo 


you alſo may db. 


32 Such Chriſtian, ſuch are the F ad of 


Self-knowledge, "Humility, and Charity: 
Such the Sentiments of the Saints and of the 
Lord of Saints: And ſuch muſt be your 
Sentiments, if you mean to be Saints, like 
Thoſe, and Diſciples of him. Endeavour 
then; like Thoſe, to come at a perfect Knows 


| ledge of yourſelves. Enquire of yourſelves, 


Every one, Who you are? And you will 
ſoon find matter to humble yourſelves be- 
neath the reſt of your Fellow Creatures in 
your own Eſteem, and to curb that inſuf- 
ferable Arrogance which. ſo often. prompts 


you to claim Advantages over them, 


Vert 


"Is ADVENT. 


Next Sunday, I ſhall PEE) to . 65 
this important Knowledge eaſy to you, by _ 
ſhewing you the Nature of it. In the mean 
time, begin the Study of it with this ſerious 


Queſtion, Tell me, my Soul, bo art 


„ thau? What ſayft thou of "thy ſelf.” And 
if You do this with faithful earneſtneſs, the 
Influence of Grace ſhall amply pay your 
Labour, and even foreſtall all human In- 
ſtructions to you. Light then, O Spirit Di- 
vine, upon this People, and on me their 
Paſtor : Grant us the Grace to make a fruit- 
ful Search into ourſelves, that knowing 
what we are and becoming what we ought 
to be, we may attain to knowing, ſerving 


you F __ * ever. e Ws, 
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"yori the Way of the Tord; _ brat bis 
Paths: Every V. alley hall be fil d and 
every Mountain and Hill ſhall be made 
hw; and crooked things ſhall be made 


trait and rough Ways plain: And all 
Fleſh ſhall te tbe Safuation of Gon. 


55 — — — HE W St. Jobn, Chri- 
WT Kt ans, whoſe Example lately 
led you to the important Study 
of Vourſelves, is this Day to 


lead you to the fruitful End of 
that Study. This Miracle in Nature, tho, 


at laſt, nothing greater than a Voice and a 
Voice in a Deſert, is capable, if you have 
4 5 2 but 


* 


* 
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put Spirit to follow him, of ſafel iding 3 

10 98 of the trackleſs Maze of Leif. 

norance you have hitherto lived in. Next- 

to-Nothing, as he himſelf would be thought, 

do but liſten to him with the Attention 

which is due to him, that is, an Attention 

made uſeful by the Reſolution of, practicing 

what he teaches; and you ſhall all become 

Something more than you are, Something 

as great as I would have you all aſpire to 

be. He came, the Goſpel tells us, preach- 

ing the Baptiſm of Penance to the, Remiſſion 

of Sins or, in other Words, e came teach- 

ing us ſuch a ſerious Scrutiny of ourſelves, 

as, by diſcovering ta us the heinouſneſs of 

pur Sins, may lead us to a penitential Sor- 

row, for, and an intire Remiſſion of, them. 

Thus it is he bids you prepare the May of the 

Lord, and make ftrait his Paths, Do but 

thus much then, Chriſtians: Begin but ſe- 
dately to look into yourſelves ; and ah f the 

Words of the Preppet Cab ſhall ſoan_ be 

accompliſh'd in you, Every Valley ſhall be 
every, empty Space in yqur Minds, every De- | 

hiciency in your Souls, | ſhall. be. filłd up 

Vith Virtue and Grace by your future Aſh- | 


ity in Good, Aud every Mountain and 
Into yourſelyes with an. impartial.Eye, Vou 
will nd, nothing to engage your Attention 


Humiliation, 
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The Voice of One FIG in tbe Deſert: * 
pare the Way of the Lord, make Arait bis 
Paths: Every V. alley hall be fd and 
every Mountain and Hill ſhall be made 
how; and crooked things ſball be made 
firait and rough Ways plain: And all 
Fus ſhall fe foe Sefuation of Gon. 


— 5 - HE very Gs Se, Fobn, Chri- 
ſtians, whoſe Example lately 
led you to the important Study 

of Yourlelyvs, is this Day to 


Aead you to the fruitful End of 
that Study. This Miracle in Nature, tho", 


at laſt, nothing greater than a Voice and a 
Voice in a Delert, is capable, if you have 


but 


* 


On the Fourth SunpAv, &c, 


but Spirit to follow. him, of ſafely guiding . 


you out of the trackleſs Maze of Self-ig- 
norance you have hitherto lived in. Next- 
to-Nothing, as he himſelf would be thought, 
do but liſten to him with the Attention 
which is due to him, that is, an Attention 
| made ufeful by the Reſolution of practicing 

what he teaches; and you ſhall all become 
Something more than you are, Something 
as great as ] would have you all aſpire to 
be. He came, the Goſpel tells us, preach- 
ing the Baptiſm of Penance. to. the, Remiſſion 
of Sins ; or, in other Words, he game teach- 
ing us ſuch a ſerious Scrutiny of ourſelves, 


pur Sins, may lead us to a penitential Sor- 
row for, and an intire Remiſſion of,, them. 
Thus it is he bids you prepare the May of the 
Lord, and make flrait his Paths, Do but 
thus much then, Chriſtians : Begin but ſe- 
dately to look into yourſelves ; and ah the 

Words of the Prophet Gſaiab ſhall. ſoon be 
accompliſh'd in you. Every Valley ¶ all be 
fill d., Yes: Byery Void in your. Hearts, 


Every, empty Space in our Minds, every De- 


ficiency in your, Souls, ſhall be. filbd up 
Vith Virtue and Grace by your future Aſſ- 
Unity in Good, Aud every Mountain and 

into yourſelyes with an impartial Eye, You 
will and, nothing to engage your Attention 
put What will be Matter of the greateſt 


Humiliation, 


a8, by diſcovering ta us the heinouſneſs of 
in 


16% 


tro 


Self-Eſteem 


crookedneſs of your evil Actions, | 
diſtorted Motives of your Good Ones, will - 


and nale f E 
thus prejures, Jrall” fe the Salvation US 
Goo . | 


_ minute 80 back the Way we have come, 


On the Fourth Sli 
Humiliation, capable of lowering the moſt 


enormous extravagances of Pride and Am- 


bition; nay ſufficient to remove from you 
every the nr temptation to Vanity or 

For little you look into your 
Souls, you will ſeg what a wretched Un- 
evenneſs of Conduct, what an irregular De- 
formity of Life your unruly Paſſions have 
dragg'd you into: And the crqoked things 


' ſhall be made ſtrait, and the rough. Ways 


plain. You will bluſh for yourſelves, with 
ſhame of the falſe and Alttering idea you 
had of yourſelves, The Time and Ground 
which you will find to have been loſt by tlie 


or the 


ſhew you the neceſſity of making all trait 
again by Repentance and Perſeverance. In 


a Word, You will find it your Intereſt to 


turn your Backs upon Vice; and the rugged 


Paths of Virtue, rugged only for want of 


being trodden, will, by frequent applica- 
tion, become ſmooth and render that Intereſt 
a Pleaſure to you. Thus will you effectually 
prepare the Way of the Lord to your Hearts 


rait his Parhs.: And all Fleſh; 


Such, Beloved, ſuch are the excelenc 
fruits of Self-knowledge; and without this 
they are not to be obtain d. Let us but for 


and 


in ADVENT. 


and this Truth will appear more evident. 


According to the Propbet and the Baptiſt, 
for all Fleſh to ſee. the Salvation: , Gon, 
the rough Ways muſt be made plain; the 
crooked things muſt be made ſtrait ; every 
Mountain and Hill muſt be made low; and 

every Valley muſt be fill'd. In ſhort the 
Way of the Lord muſt be prepared and His 


Paths ſtraiten d by Penance to the Re- 


miſſion of Sins. That is, for Mankind to 
ſee the Salvation of God, they muſt prac- 


tiſe Virtue into Eaſe; they muſt change the - 


Crookedneſs of Vice for a Straitneſs of Piety 
they muſt lower Arrogance to Humility, 
and fill up the Void of ſpiritual Neglect with 

the Fervor of Grace, In a Word, they 


muſt prepare a ſtrait and even Way for the 
Lord to their Souls by ſuch a ſerious Inſpec- 


tion into themſelves, as, by a fervent and 


_ conſtant Repentance, may render them 


_ worthy of the Remiſſion of Sins which he 
comes to afford them. 


Self. knowledge then, you ſee; Chriſtians, Z 


is the firſt Step to the Salvation of Gon. 
We cannot therefore be ſaved without ſome 
degree of it. O important Science! How 
very needful ar't thou, and yet how ve 

much neglected! But ah! What Knowledge 
of ourſelves, my Gor, can be ſufficient to 
Jift us to the joyful End. propoſed? Is it the 


barely knowing our Pedegree, Perfections 


real or * our Family, or Condition ? 
Whether 


„ III 
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Whether we are Noble or Plebeian ; rich or 

r; or ſtrong or weak; or fair or homely ? 
In honour or diſgrace with Man? No, my 
Friends, Not 'It matters little how you 
| ſtand with Men. The great important Care 
of Life ſhould be; how you appear in the 
Almighty's Sight. To appear with advan- 
tage in the Eyes of Men; there needs but a 
little Diſſimulation. They ſee but the Out- 
ſide of Things and judge but by Appearances: 
And therefore, if you have but Art enough 
to conceal from their Obſervation the Vices 
you commit, and to put on the bare Affecta- 
tion of the Virtues you want; you may 
cheat them into Applauſe and trick them 
out of their Eſteem. On the contrary, if 
you have too little worldly Cunning and too 
much Goſpel- Simplicity, to know, how to 
reconcile ere er, Effects of your inward 
Piety with their depraved Notions of Vir- 
tue; acceptable as your Actions may be to 
Gop, they will only draw upon you the 
Hatred and Contempt of the giddy World. 
But Gop is not to be impoſed upon, nor 
can be miſtaken, He ſearches the Reins 
and the Heart. Neither your Actions nor 
Motives eſcape his Penetration. He ſees, 
as well what you really are, as what you 
ought to be; and will reward or puniſh you 
not according to your ſeeming, but your 
real, Deſert. As you appear before him, 
worthy or unworthy, you ſhall ſee, or not 


+ ADVENT. 


lee, the Salvation of Gop. The only way | 
then you have, to be Spectators of that joy- 
ful Light, is to commence from this in 


on 


Spectators of yourſelyes, in order to find out 


theſe three important Things : What you 
have been; what you actually are; and 


what you ought to be; in the Preſence of 


your eyer-ſeeing all-ſeeing Gop. In this, 
Chriſtians, conſiſts the perfect Knowledge of 


yourſelves. This is the Self-Knowledge I 


would fain pique you to the ſtudy of. And 


this, I dare hope, you will All be eager to 


acquire, if you do but, along with me, in 


this Diſcourſe, confider the three different | 


Circumſtances in which AY Man ought 


to view himſelf : 


I. As a Man: 


* 


II. As a Chriſtian; and 
III. As a Perſon engaged in one —_— 
Station of Life. 


Great Gop, whoſe Mercy mods us 
« for the nobleſt End! Afford us Light 
* to ſee what thou deſigned'ſt All to be; 


that, finding how extremely wide we 


2 * are of anſwering thy all-gracious Pur- 


ſe, we may with future diligence | 
e atone for Neglects, deſerve to be 
e beheld by thee with favourable Eyes, and 


* thus be render'd worthy to behold, Our- 


2 8 the Joyful Sight of thy Salvation. 


vor. 1. pers 4 N 1. The 
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I. The Firſt Thing, Beloved, which you 
ate to conſider in yourſelves is your Being in 
Abſtract, as Man. And what a Field of Re- 
flection will not this open to you? Look but 
4% the Right, view the Dignity of your 
Nature; and every Valley fhall be fill'd: Turn 
to the Left, view the degeneracy of that 
Nature; and every Mountain and Hill ſhall = 
be made low. Look up and take but a gene- 
ral Survey of your Souls and the exalted Glory 
they were created for; and a laudable Am 
bition ſhall fire you to emulate an equality 
with Angels: Look down on your Fleſh, 
and the reptil Condition your unruly Paſſions 
I have ſunk you to; and your Pride ſhall be 
I humbled to the level with Brutes. O my 
41 Gop! What is Man that thou ar't mindful of 
pan him? * What a ſtupendous Paradox is this 
mn Being of mine! Little to a meanneſs, Great 
to a pitch of Glory; deſpicably low, yet 
high as Ambition can aſpire; Mortal and 
yet unperiſhable ; at once both earthly and 
_ celeſtial: Mortal and earthly with the 
World, Immortal and heavenly with'theGop 
who made it: All littleneſs and Lowneſs 
in the Fleſh; but in the Spirit, all which is 
great and greatly Noble. e 
Buch then you are, Beloved, Every One, 
as Man; a Creature form'd by Gop to his 
own bleſſed Likeneſs, to be a Sharer with 
him in eternal Bliſs. And that you might 
purſue the End for which You were created, 
| "BE 


in ADVENT. 
he gave you, Each, a Soul immortal, great, 


aſpiring to and fitted for a perfect Union 


with it's Maker. But then, that it might 


not pervert the Excellence of it's Nature, 


like Lucifer, to a Compariſon with Gop, 
he gave it the pride- reſtraining Curb of a 
corruptible Body, little, impotent, mean 
and contemptible. In ſhort, the Perfections 
of the Soul are ſo many Spurs to the Fleſh, 
capable of ſpiriting it up to the nable ſtruggle 


after heavenly Joys; and the meanneſſes of 


the Body are ſo many Bridles to the Soul, 
ta keep it within the humble dependences 
of a Creature. Man, however, in the whole; 


as finiſh'd by his Creator, was originally. a4 


glorious Being; a Reſemblance of the Deity 
itſelf; next to the Angels in Perfection; and 


* 


deftin'd' to be, one day, intimately united 


ta the Former and equal to the - Latter, 
And to ſum up his Excellence with the 


* 
& 
* 


emphatic Conciſeneſs of the Royal Pro- 


et, His Divine Creator made him little 
inferior to the heavenly Hoſt, crown'd him 
with Glory and Honour, and appointed him 
over all the Works of his Almighty Hands; 


Mortality was not originally any Part of his 


Nature. No, To this End, J St Gre- 


. cloſely attach d ta his Maker by the Bands 


#. of Obedience and Love, he might thence = 


* be transfer d, without any Taſte of Death, 
to the heavenly Seats of the Angels“. 
Un 15 | Q 2 0 7 
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O glorious, exalted Creature, Man! What 
a noble Greatneſs was't thou firſt raiſed to, 
by thy Almighty Author! But Ah! What 
does the conſideration of thy original Great- 
neſs avail, but to render thee the more con- 
temptible by compariſon with the abject 
Littleneſs thou ar't ſunk to? The Eminence, 
Thou ar't fallen from, ſerves only to make 
thy Folly more canſpicuous, thyſelf more 
contemptible, and thy Fall the more miſe- 
rable. The Matter of thy Glory is become 
the Subject of thy Confuſion. Alas, unhap- 
py fickle Creature Man, rather let Me — 
who, when be was in Honour did not under. 
land * Man was once in honour then! Ves, 
and O what honour ! He had a Paradiſe for 
his Abode, a Garden of delights for his Plea- 
ſure; wide of Want and a Stranger to Care, 
he was fed with the choiceſt Fruits of the 
Earth, . .refreſh'd with the moſt fragrant 
Flowers of the Field, crown'd. with Glory 
and appointed over all the Works of his 
Maker: But more honour' d, on account 
of the divine Image he bore in his Breaſt, 
with the Society of Angels, and a degree of 
Familiarity with God himſelf, But ah! he 
did not ſufficiently weigh the Honour done 
him; and therefore exchanged all this Excel- 
lence for an ignoble Likeneſs with ſenſeleſs 
Animals, and, by ſtooping to a compariſon 
with Brutes, became like them. + O deplo- 
rable Change! ! What Tearsof Blood can fuf- .. 


ficient] y 
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noble Being, from an Inhabitant of Paradiſe, 


fciently bewail the 'downfall- of this once 


' 
— . 
„ 17 


the Lord of the Earth, the Companion of . 


Angels, the Intimate of the Almighty, the 


Fellow-Citizen of the bleſſed Spirit 1 
and Joint Heir with them to the Joys of 


Heaven, now become, by a momentary * 


transformation, like a Beaſt of Bu rden, la- 


bouring beneath a load of Infirmities, ſen⸗ i —.— 


ſible as Cattle to every Want, and, like 
untamed Savages, tied down to coercive 


Laws. Ah my Gop! Needleſs was it for 
the Prophet to urge thee to what thou haſt 


done. Already haſt thou with 4 Muzzle 
and Bridle tied up the * i Atv, who 
did not approach to thee, * © 
-. Behold, Chriſtians,” behold your Nature 
in ĩt's original Eminenco, and tell me: What 
could be wanting to ſpirit it up to the 
ſublimeſt Union with Gop, happy as it was 
made, under the Protection of unlimited 
| Power, under the Tuition of eternal Truth, 
under the Governinent of infinit Wiſdom, 
and under the immediate Influence of un- 
dounded Liberality ? And then, if you dare 
conſider it in it's preſent abject Condition, 
behold it again, wretched as it/is made, by 
the Vices which enſlave it, the F alſhoods 
which beguile it, the Follies which betray 
it, and the variety of Wants, Miſcries and 
Weakneſſes which: depreſs it. And after 
| pl tell me: What is there wanting in the 


C Nature 
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Nature of Man to humble it before Gop to 
the profoundeſt Degree of Self-depreilion ? 


Whatever you might have der then, 
Chriſtians, enter but ſeriouſly into your- 


ſelves, and you will each of you find, that 


as Man, you are now. but an abject Thing 
in the Sight of God ; abject in the vileneſs 
of Matter you are compoſed of, For Gon 


* Gen. ii. form d Man of the Slime: of the Earth, * 


q Ecclefe- 


aſtets vu. 


Miſeries. Many 


abject in the ſhortneſs of your duration, for 
our Time, ſays the Wiſe Man, is like the 
"paſſing of 4 Shadow ＋ And ahl how abject 
in the Miſeries you are ſubject to? you _ 
who is born'of @ Woman, * * 

time, ſays inſpired Job, is fill d * ns — 
iſeries indeed, both in 


rr Soul and Body! Vour Soul, tho of divine 


Extraction, a Breath of the Divinity, and an 


Emanation of the Eſſence of Gop ; was na 
ſooner out of the Hands of the Almighty, 


if I may be allow'd the Expreſſion, than it 
immediately became the public Enemy of it's 
Creator by the Contagion; of din: And what 
has it now for it's Appointments but-Fally, 
Ignorance, and proneneſs to din! What is it, 
for little it is left to itſelf, but a Slave to the 
Devil, a Dupe to the World, and (that which 


is till lower) a Tool to its own Fleſh? Is 
not here a mighty 


Subject of Vain-g Me 
And if you muſt ? think ſo meanly 
nobler Part, what can you think of! te 


n As to your Body, it originally was 


a | | Nothing 
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Nothing: It now i. but Earth ; and, one 


Day, muſt return to the inanimate Meanneſs 


it ſprung from 


with yourſelves, Beloved, I would ſhew you 
to yourſelves in a Glaſs, and ſuch a Glaks a8 
will not find on every Toilet. To 
You, O Females, let me talk : For you are 


calrd, and ſo you are, the faireſt as well as 


the _ Sex, You, I _—_ think 

rſelves compoſed of ſome celeſtial Paſte, 
3 up of nothing leſs than the choiceſt 
Flowers and Gums and Spices: But believe 
me you are miſtaken; and that groſly too. 


Tou are but a ſecond Draught of Man: And | 


what is Man? Why (as St. Bernard ſays) 
in his Conception, he is the dregs of Corrup- 
tion; from his Birth to his Death, a little 
Veſſel of Filth; and afterwards, the Regale 
of Inſects. Theſe, Theſe are the Charms, 
O Mortals, which you have to-glory in. 
Well then may Mankind Pride (may they 
not?) in the Fairneſs of their Frames, when 


form d of the Slime, the Mire and Duſt of 


the Earth, conceived of what ever is moſt 


corrupt in fleſhly Concupiſcence, | and, | .what | Ys * 
is viler ſtill, conceived in the pollution of 


din; born to Labour, to Fear, to Want, to 
Sorrow; and, more wretched yet, born to 


Die: Agents of Follies offenſive to GOD, 


offenſive to Man, and offenſive to them- 
ſelves; Agents of Evils, which ſtain their 
ot | Reputation, 


as not afraid of making you peeviſh 


1 
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Reputation, ſully their Perſons, and polluts 
their Conſciences; Agents of Impertinence, 
who negle& the Safe, the Uſeful and the 
Neceſſary, for Danger, Detriment and De- 
ſtruction. © 
Allow me here one word to You; 0 Me- 
thodiſtical Fanatics of the Age Tel me, 
fond Preſumers on your own Uprightneſs, 
what comes of all your empty Boaſts of Pu- 
rity? If you are Men; whence comes your 
vaunted Security from Sin? If we might 
credit your fond Dreams, You are ſancti- 
fied; Vou, forſooth, can ſin no more: 
And Gop himſelf. can't damn you, or 
| withdraw his Grace from you, Horrid 
Blaſphemy ! If this was fo, or could be ſo, 
what comes of you, O ſacred Inſ piration | 
If theſe bold Boaſters, theſe ſelf-confident 
Preſumers 3 thus bid Heaven defiance; ; 
in vain then, O great Apoſtle, do'ſt thou 
exhort the Man, who flandeth, to take heed 
* iCer. x. deſks be fall. * But ah my Gop even 
Thou thyſelf haſt told us, by thy Prophet, 
+ Ecclef- that Man knoweth not whether be be worthy 
23 i of Love or Hatred. And are not You, O 
Latin Val. idle Boaſters, ſtill Men with all your con- 
gate. ceited Sandtity ? Are you more holy than 
3 7 Tal David, who tells us, that al] Men are Liars. 
Are you purer than Jaiab, who proclaims 
all Human Nature to be Filth? Are you 
more ſanctified, more confirm'd in Grace, 
than St, Fa who, tho' a Veſſel of, Elec- 


tion, 


bs 
. 
-Y 


profoundeſt Humility? Philip, the Father 
of Alexander, after his Victory over the 
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tlon, was ſtill prone to Sin in the Fleſh; 
and therefore under the neceſſity of chaſti(s/ 
ing his Body and bringing it under Subjection, 
* left while he preached to Others, he himſelf * 1Cir.'x, 
ould become a Reprobate? Are you wiſer 
than Almighty Wiſdom who tells you, that, 
All are unjuſt and their Works vain? O my 
GoD, what arrogance is this! No wonder "i 
Lucifer ſhould aſpire to an equality with 3 
thee ; if wretched, reptil Man, ſhall dare to 
uſurp thy Graces into Property and rob 
thee of the Power of deſerting him. Shall 
finful Man retain his ſinful Fleſh, and boaſt 
of Purity? No, rather let me (with wiſer 
Job +) ſay to Corruption, Thou art my Fa- + | Cay 
ther ; and to Worms, Thou ar't "OA Mother f ren 
Thou art my Siſter. | 
Thus, Chriſtians, thus Little will you 
appear to- yourſelves ; if You, Each'of you 
conſider your Being, as Man. What roon! 
then will you find for Vanity, Arrogance; 
and Self-Eſteem? Or rather what Matter 
will not this Conſideration afford you of the 


Athenians, finding himſelf difpoſed to be 
elated with Succeſs, and confidering | the 
Dangers of ſuch a capital Miſtake, appointed 

One of his Attendants to wake him every 
Morning -with this important Caution : 
Remember O King, Thou ar't not Gop, 

<« but a Man, obnoxious to many F railties, 


For. I. os 2 and 


* 

ö 

4 
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when you wake: 
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ec and expoſed to a variety of Evils.” O 
Chriſtians! What a Leſſon is this for a Pa- 
gan to give.! What a Reproach is it for 
Chriſtians to negle& it? Shall it be ſaid, a 
Heathen has outdone you? No, enter into 
your Souls, and be yourſelves your own 
Monitors. Say to yourſelves each Morning 
Remember, my Soul, 
* thou ar't not Gop impeccable, or inde- 
ndent. 


e this Day can'ft want or covet. 


** plying with his Will. Remember thou 
<« art Man, ſubject to Temptations. and 
© liable to every external Miſery : Stand 
* then upon thy guard, to reſiſt the one, 
<« and bear the others with Faith and For- 


« titude. ” Repeat this Memorandum when 


you lay you down: Repeat it on every 
Occaſion, 


diſpoſed to be elated by Prof] perity? ce Ah 
* my Soul! Remember — ar't not Gop 
e the Donor of it, but accountable to him 
« for the Uſe thou makeſt of it. Thou 
te ar't but Man liable to future Adyerfity, 
<« ſubject to fall from all thy preſent Af- 


te fluante, or ſubject to abuſe, and ſuffer for, 


* #, without End. ” Are you depreſt by ad- 


verſe Fortune ? Chear up your Souls again: 


© Remember, my Soul, thou ar't not Gop, 
©« and therefore not impaffible. As thou 


of ar't 


No: Thou ar't Man depen- 
« dent on him, for all the Bleſſings thou 


Deſerve 
e thoſe Bleſſings then, by faithfully com- 


where it is needful. Are you 


Ws 
A 
bo 


* ar't Man, thou muſt be liable to Evils: 
ce It is by bearing ſuch with Fortitude: and 


ec Conſtancy, that thou, ſhalt one Day be 


« united with thy Gop.” Are ybu tempted 
to Sin ? Cry out to yourſelves in the abund- 
ance of your Danger. Remember, my 


* Soul, who thou ar't. Theſe baſe Sug- 
ce geſtions prove, thou ar't not God; Too 


* loudly they proclaim thee Man, corrup- 


A 
A 


* evyer in the fight of thy Creator, who is 


e ready to affiſt thee if thou calleſt on 


him, and able to chaſtiſe thee if thou 
« offendeſt him. Go then, if thou muſt 


** fin, where he may not perceive thee. 


* But ah my Gop ] Whither ſhall I go 


| 123 : 


ted, ſinful Man. Yes thou ar't Man, for- 


c from- thy Spirit ? and whither ſhall T flee © 


* from thy Face? If I aſcend into Heaven; 


« thou art there: If I deſcend into Hell; 


* thou ar't preſent. * If I take my Wings* Plain, 


© early, and duell in the extreme parts of ci. 


, *© the Sea; even thither alſo ſhall thy Hand 
* conduct me; and thy Right Hand ſhall hold 
« me. Wilt thou my Soul then dare to 
ä abuſe the Goodneſs which cheriſhes thee, 
« inſult the Power which upholds thee, 
e and ſet at defiance the Author of thy 


Life and Motion, Man, Worm and Rept it 


* as thou art?” _ | 


* 


tions which will ariſe from your conſider- 


ing feriouſly, what you are as Man. Be 


2 mindful 


- Theſe, Chriſtians, theſe are the Reflec« 
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mindful then, ah! Be always mindful, that 
you are Men. ---- And yet forget not that 
you are alſo Chriſtians, 


II. If the 8 of your Being, 
as Man, is a Matter of Humiliation to you; 
what a Subject of Glory and heavenly Am- 
bition may you not find in the happy Con- 
ſciouſneſs of being Chriſtians! A Chriſtian 
is One, who, regenerated in Chriſt by the 


Spirit of Go, crucifying his Fleſh with his 


Vices and Concupiſcences, and leading a 


holy Life of Faith and Good-Works, is daily 


advancing more and more to Life Everlaſt- 
ing. To this End, O Beloved, has, Gop 
call'd you to the Communion of his Church. 


To this End, has he been profuſe in his 


ſupernatural Favours to you; in the Gifts 
of Grace, Inſpirations, Theological Virtues, 
holy Sacraments and other efficacious Means 


of Salvation, which you enjoy in common 


with his Elect: Favours all of infinit value ; 


Favours not beſtow'd on every Nation, and 
Favours, alas more is the pity, with-held 


from Millions in this unhappy Land through 


their own Perverſity, But ah deareſt Chri- 
ſtians ! What will all theſe Bleſſings avail 


even You, to whom they are indulged, if 
you flight or abuſe them? Sound your Souls 


then and ſee, what Uſe you put them to. 
You firmly believe in Chriſt and his Church? 


Alas! That alone is the leaſt part of your Duty, 
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as Chriſtians! Vain is all your Faith, tho” | 


ever ſo firm, if. not enliven'd by Good- 
Works. Why are you taught to believe? 
Only for the ſake of believing? That would 


be an idle Faith, It would be leſs. abſurd 
not to believe, than to believe and not 


ractice. 1 Her | 
Recollect what I lately told you, Beloved: 


The Devils themſelves believe and tremble.” 
In what then do you excell them, if You do 


no more? You believe and fear Gop, I 


make no queſtion, But ask your Souls: IS 


your fear of Gon holy enough to produce 


in you Works worthy of your Belief? If 
not, you are Chriſtians in vain. For not 
every One who ſay th to me, Lord, Lord, 
ſays Chriſt, hall enter into the Kingdom of 


Heaven; but He only who doth: the Will 
of my Father, who is in Heaven. * l 


alas, their Faith was but of greater Con- 


demnation to them; becauſe while they 


honour'd Gop with their Lips, they denied 


bim with their Actions, and were eſtranged 


from him by the perverſity of their Hearts. 
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The'Fews in the Days of the Prophets wh 
confeſs'd the Lord to be their God : Vet, 


This People, ſays the Lord, + honour me 12 | 


ith their Lips, but their Heart is far from 


me. Is this verified in none of you? You 
all gr the name of Chriſt, were baptized 
in 

commerce with the Devil, the World and 


is Name, in his Name renounced all 


the 
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the Fleſh : You all pray in his Name, and if 
But have 


hope for Salvation in his Name. 
your Lives been anſwerable to your baptiſmal 
Vows, or do your Hearts keep pace with 
your Lips i in his Honour. Theſe Chriſtians 
theſe are Heads you are to examin your- 
ſelves upon, as Chriſtians. And ah what 
ſubject of Confuſion will not Many of you 

meet with in yourſelves! If you compare 
your Profeſſion with your Practice; what 
Valleys of Emptineſs and ſpiritual Neglect 
will you not find, wanting to be fill'd up 
with Virtue and Grace! If you compare 
the rigour of your Calling with the delicacy 
of your Lives; what Mountains of Pride 
and Self-Eſteem, will you not find it re- 
quiſit to make low! You will find the ne- 
ceſſity of ſtraitening the crookedneſs of your 
Lives, and tredding the rugged Paths of 
Virtue till they grow ſmooth and plain by 
Cuſtom. You will reflect that the Life of 


Man, and much more of a Chriſtian, is a 


perpetual Warfare, inconſiſtent with the 


Sloth and Eaſe you have, perhaps, hitherto 


inordinately ſtudied to indulge. 

„ The Life of a Chriſtian Man, fa 
St. Maximus, if he lives according to 
«Mp Goſpel, is one continued Croſs and 
* Martyrdom. ”” O Chriſtians! You are but 
delicate Soldiers then; if you want to con- 
quer without a struggle, to triumph without 
a — Fight therefore and fight man- 
fully ; 
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fully; engage warmly in the Struggle after 
Eternity: Be mindful of your Engagement; 
keep your Conditions in view; and look to 
the War you have to maintain. In Bap- 
tiſm, you engaged yourſelves, by Vow, to 
refiſt the Devil, the. World, and your per- 
verſe Fleſh: On theſe Conditions you. were 

romiſed eternal Glory: And this is the 
War you have to carry on. It was the like 
Engagement induced thoſe glorious Saints, 
whom you ſo much admire and envy, to 
ſtruggle as they did: It was in virtue of the 
ſame Conditions they conquer d, and by the _ 
fame Warfare they now triumph. If then 
you like their Triumph; imitate their Forti- 
tude, copy their Conſtancy. Know then, | 
O Chriftians, to Every-One I ſay it, know = 
the greatneſs of your Dignity ; and if you | 1 
have hitherto through Self- ignorance for- pt 
feited your Glory, by ſtaining your Bap- 
tiſm ; recover yourſelves from your Fall. 
Enter into yourſelves from this Day for- 
ward : Prepare a new way in your Hearts 
for the coming of Chriſt, by the Regenera- 
_ tion of a thorough Repentance, which Self- 

knowledge will help you to. And if hither- - | 
to you have debaſed your Chriſtianity, by - - 
acting as ſinful Men; repair the Injury done 
to Gop and yourſelves, and reſtore your 
Manhood to it's original Excellence by 
acting as perfect Chriſtians, 2 D403 


III. 
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reach of Gop's Word, eſpecially in ſuch an 


of following their Maſter through the homely 
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III. To do this however it will be neceſ- 
fary to examin yourſelves yet farther in 
order to find out, not only how you live as 
Chriſtians in general, but even as Perſons ³ü 
engaged in a particular Station of Life. There 
are many States, various Functions, and 
very different Occupations in the great Fa- 
mily of Chriſt's holy Church. Some are 
Princes, Prelates and Magiſtrates; Others 

Subjects: There are ſome Noble, ſome 
Plebeian. There are None of the Nobility 
here, I preſume, They alas, are too generally 
eſtranged from. Gop from the Wombs of 
their Mothers to vouchſafe to come within 


humble Place as this. There ate no gaudy 
Appearances here to invite them: No, They 
would bluſh (and no wonder they ſhould 
bluſh) to be caught coming to, or going 
from, ſuch a mean Place as this poor i: - mg 
Catacumb, a hated Contraft to their ſump- 
tuous Habitations. Enough is it for ſuch 
Chriſtians to come hither, as are not aſhamed 


Pathsof Littleneſs and Humiliation. The Reſt 
muſt wait till Chriſt ſhall ſtrike into another 
Road and ſeek them in their Palaces, and 
pompous Dwellings. But You, Dear A 
tors, are not accountable for their Neglects: 

. he reproving them will be no Improvement 
to Vou; and therefore let me leave them to 
the Self-oblivion they are ſo fond of. Still, 


among 


#6 Mikes ala | 
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among Vou, here are Rich and Poor; Some | 
Parents, Others Children; Some Maſters, 


and Some Servants: Here. are Young and 
Old; Some married Some unmarried ; En- 
caged in Buſineſs and Free form it. 
Tell me then, O Rich! Do you reflect, 
how hard it is for you to enter into the 


Kingdom of Heaven with all your Affluance 


about you? Or if yau reflect, do you en- 
deavour to thin yourſelves ſufficiently, by 
Alms-deeds and Works of Mercy to the 
Poor; that you may be able to paſs the Nar- 
row. Gate? Say O ye Indigent! To what 
good uſe do you apply your Poverty? With. 
out both Induſtry and Patience, It will avail 
you nothing. Tis not the Poor in Purſe 


alone; but tis the Poor in Spirit who ſhall 


be bleſſed. Parents! I make no doubt but 
you are tender to your Children, and anxious 
for their Education. But ah! What is the 
Tenderneſs you ſhew ? What is the Educa- 


tion which You give? Is it tender in you to 
indulge them in every fooliſh Humour; in 


Follies which will ripen but too ſoon intoVices; 
to give them up to their own Wills, while In- 
fants; and when a little more. advanced, ta 
treat them more like Tyrants than like Pa- 


rents, for Folie irh not i inch Them © 


ſelves as You have rooted in them? Is it ten- 


der in You to ſwear, defraud, and lie, and 


ſet them the Example of ſuch ſcandalous Irre- 


gularities, as you cannot but chaſtiſe them for 
| * when 
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when they ſhall imitate you? If little Maſter 
has but learnt to Dance, to Fence, to ſpeak 


a little Latin; (pardon this Repetition of a 


Truth ſo lately told you, ſo needful to be 
often told) You (Fathers!) think you have 
given him an ample Education. If Miſs can 
cut an eaſy figure at a Ball, play a ſoft Tune, 
dreſs with an Air, and work ſome pretty 
Trifle; You (Mothers!) think their Education 
finiſh'd. Poor Babes 1 How are they facri- 
ficed to the Pride and Folly of a Parent's 
falſe miſguided Love ! If theſe Accompliſh- 
ments are neceſſary for the World; are there 
no others neceſſary for Gop and for them- 


ſelves ? Is there no Catechiſm to be learnt ; 


no Piety to be inſtill'd, no prudent Chriſtian 
Caution to be given againſt an enſnaring 


World? Or are all Theſe of leſs importance? 
How ſhall their Minds and Hearts be forti- 


fied with Grace and Virtue, to make them 
happy here and bleſt hereafter, while you 


_ neglect the religious part of their Education 
r think it Teſs material? Whatever other 


PainsYou take then, neglecting this, you can- 


not truly love them. You' only verify the 


Prov. Prophet's Words : * The tender Mercies 0 


** 


the wicked are cruel. You Children, little 
or grown up! Whatever Faults your Parents 


may commit, are ſtill to obey, You'll tell 
me, perhaps; So you do. Tes: But do 
you obey with Chearfulneſs, or only becauſe 
you muſt? Know you not the Honour Gon 


has 


In ADVENT. 7 
has done to obedient Children? Vours is 
the only Commandment, of all the Ten, 
to which Gop has annex d a Bleſſing, not 
only to be happy in another World, but 

even in This. Obey your Parents chen in 
all but Sin, that you may be long-lived 
in the Land, which the Lord your Gor 
will give you. * —_—_ 
_ . Servants and Prentices ! Remember, n 
while you are fed, inſtructed and receive 
the Wages of your Labour, you owe Obe- 
dience, Love and Faith, and Honour to 
Thoſe. _ ſerve. Examin then, as Chri- 
ſtians, how you acquit yourſelves of this 
great Duty! ? But you, O Maſters and Mi- 
ſtreſſes will take care enough of That, of 
not maintain them. Vet are you as careful | 
to Cheriſh; inſtru; reward, correct them, 
and ſet them good Example? Do You G 
married People love One- another with the 
ſame tenderneſs” with which Chriſt loved 
; his Church, as St. Paul commands? Live 
vou like married Chriſtians, in peaceful 
Emulation, Which ſhall out- do the Other in 
Love, Reſpect, Complacency ; Compaſſion 
for Each-Other' s Failings, and every Social 
+ Virtue? Or do you not rather, like coupled 
Demons, reciprocally try to aggravate Each- 
other's Miſery? You, who are young, dd 
you revere Old Age? Do you employ your 
Youth in ſtudying to acquire virtuous Habits? . 
And You, who are advanced in Age, what 
| EE... 5 good 
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good Example do you ſet to Vouth? What 
pains do you take to repair the Follies of 
your own. former Lives, the many Years 
you have ſpent, if not in Vice, perhaps in 
vain ? Tradeſmen and Merchants ! dare for 
once to ſnatch a minute from the World, and 
ask your Souls: Are you both charitable and 
free from every Fraud? If ſo; happy are 
you; Yet happier ſtill, if worldly Gain has 


not the upperhand of Heaven in your Hearts, © | 


You, who are free from worldly Cares, 
how do you fill up Life? With Prayer or 
Play? With Acts of Piety or ſlothful Tri- 
C | n! 
Ah] Remember, All, that you are Men, 
.--> Souls gene tho immerſed in 
Fleſh; and tho” prone to Evil, yet capable 
by Grace of all that's nobly Virtuous. Re- 


member, You are Chriftians, regenerated 


by the Blood of Chriſt, to imitate; him by 
crucifying your flethly Appetites. Remem- 
ber Every One, your Station to fulfil it, as 
Chriſtians ought to do. See, how you have ; 
hitherto complied with all theſe great effen- 


tial Duties. Happy for you, if you have 


nothing to reproach yourſelves with on this 
Score. Tis not for me to judge you, Chri- 
ſtians; No, I rather wiſh, that you would 


be prevail d upon to judge yourſelves. This 


I may ſay however, that if you enter feriouſſy 


into yourſelves you will probably find but 


too much occaſion to fill up the Void in 
vou 


your Hearts, with a freſh recruit of Virtue 
and Grace and to lower your Pride with 
Self- depreſſion. For, to conclude in the 
Words of my Text, If you begin but to 
prepare the Way for the Lord to your Heart, 
by ſuch a penitential Scrutiny as may render 
you worthy of a perfect Remiſſiun of Sins; 
the moſt Faulty of you all ſhall grow up 
in Virtue, and the moſt exalted ſhall grow 

humble at Heart. Every Valley ſhall be 
fill d, every Mountain and Hill ſhall be made 
low, and crooked things ſhall be made ſtrait 
and rough Ways plain. The happy, Conſe- 


quence of which is big with the moſt de- 


firable comforts Heart can wiſh, and is, that 
All fleſh, which ſhall have wiſely made uſe 
of this bleſſed Self-knowledge, /hail ſee the 
Salvation of God. Which I beg Gop may 


be the Portion of Every One of You. In 


the Name, &c. 


. f . 
* * 
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Bebold, Tas is ſet unto the Ruin and 1 unto 
the Reſurrection of Many in Ißruel; and 
for a Sign which ſhall be contradicted. 


HA Taxis Divine Infant 

Jesus, Beloved Chriſtians, 
ſhould be /t unto the Ne- 
| ſurreeFion of Many was a 
ſweet Exceſs of Goodneſs, 
FER worthy of a Gop of un- 

bounded Liberality. And tho ſuch an Im- 
menſity of Mercy to his uſeleſs undeſerved 
Creatures, be infinitly above the Ken of 
our Limited Nature; yet is there Nothing 
in it- which can or ought to ſurpriſe us, 


when 


2 
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- when we conſider that it was the great End + 


for which he humbled himſelf to the taking 
human Fleſh. How comes it then that his 

Divine Purpoſe has not all it's Effect? How 
comes it that Jesvs is alſo ſet to the Ruin 
of many? This IEsus, this Gop and Saviour 


ef ours, (as St. Paul teſtifies, *) will, that All * 1 Tim. 
Men be ſaved, and therefore gave himſelf * 


a Redemption for All, Can Gop's Purpoſe 
then be fruſtrated ? No. Can he be Author of 
. Inconfiſtency, and vit All Men to be ſaved, 


and yet will Some to be damned? No, Chri- 


ſtians, No. This is Contradiction in Terms 


and beneath the Harmony of his Divine 
Nature to be concern'd in, Chriſt indeed 


will all Men to be ſaved, but then he will 
have them be ſaved like, what they are, 
Free-Agents able and bound to co-operate 


with his Grace to their own Salvation. Ac- 


| cordingly he gave himſelf a Redemption for 
All: And therefore to as Many, as, co-ope- 
rating with his Grace, endeavour to lay hold 
on his Redemption, he 7s ſet unto Reſur- 
rection. While on the reverſe, he 7s un- 


happily /ef to the Ruin of as Many as, ob- 


ſtinately abuſing his Graces, are reſolved to 
forfeit that Redemption. Hence it appears, 
that it is not from any abſolute Deſign of 
Gop to damn any One, that Chriſt 7s fer 
unto the Ruin of Many; but proceeds from 
the obſtinate Malice of their own perverſe 
Wills, in refuſing the Redemption offer'd 
; 8 . them, 


<>, 


4 * 


On Sunday within the OcTAve, 
them, and contradicting the Gracious Dit. 
penſations of their Redeemer. O horrid 
Perverſity | Horrid indeed! That Man the 
only Perſon intereſted in this gracious Pur- 
poſe of Jesvs, ſhould. be the One to: thwart 
and contradict itz ſhould ſet Him up for an 
Object of Contradiction, who gave himſelf 


a Victim of Redemption 


Ah! Let us ceaſe then to wonder, let us 
no longer be ſurpriſed that this Divine In- 
fant ſhould be ſet unto the Ruin of Ma 
when /o Many induſtriouſly ſet him up 2 | 
an Objeft of Contradiction. If thee be 
any © nach due to Chriſt, if any Treatment 


be not too good for him; what can the 


Majority of Chriſtians expect from him but 
Ruin and Vengeance} For what has he 


received from them in return for his Mer. 


cies; what does he to this Day meet with, 


| from the Major Part of Chriſtians, but Ma- 


lignity and Contradiction? If all his gracious 
Meaſures were vigoroully oppoſed, " 
on Earth, by Jewiſh Perverſity ; is he, now 


in Heaven, leſs furiouſſy contradicted by 


the Lives of ungrateful Chriſtians? If they 
ſought to throw Stones at him, who would 
not believe in his Doctrins; do not We, 
who pretend to profeſs thoſe Doctrins, more 
than ſtone. him with the. daily Crimes we 
level at him? If they forced him to abſcond 
from the Temple of Jeruſalem; what, leſs 
do we than baniſh him, not only from our 
Temples, 
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\ Temples, but even from dur Habitations 
and Hearts? 
O Dear loved Country! F aithleſs Fayourit 
Country! What has't thou been, and what 
ar't thou become Once a ſecond Feruſalent 
for Holineſs, a Sanctuary of Faith and 
Piety, the Glory. of Catholic Religion, the 
Pride of Sanctity, and Queen of an Iſland 
of Saints; now, alas! what ar't thou but an 
Improver upon the Abominations of Babylon; 
an Azylum for Ignorance, Hereſy, Infide- 
lity, Atheiſm, and Profligacy ; the infamous 
Proſtitute of Irreligion ; the very Sink and 
Shame of Impiety; the inglorious Miſtreſs 
of an Ifland of Reprobates, and the laſt worſt 
Model of an Antichriſtian Metropolis? O 
how is the Gold tarniſh'd! How is the beſt 
Colour changed! How are the Stones of the 
Sanctuary diſperſed in the heads of all the 
Streets! The noble Children of this once holy 
Sion, and They who were cloathed with the 
choiceſt Gold of Divine Grace, how are they 
reputed, and juſtly reputed, as earthen fickle 
Veſſels, the Work of the Potter's Hands, broken 
into diſſoluteneſs at the Touch of Every Tool 
of Satan? They, who fed voluptuoſiy on the 
Banquet of thy Love, have perifh'd in the 
Ways ef Sin: They, who were brought up in 
Scarlet, in the Royal Nuptial-Garment of 
Chriſtian Virtue, have embraced the Dung and 
Ordure of every filthy Vice and Unclean- 

neſs. And the Iniguity of the Danghter of 
. T this 
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as yore: this thy People, O Saviour of the World, i- 
_ La. become greater than the Sin of Sodom, which 
Chap iv. Was over-thrawn in a Moment.. 
But O Gop of Mercy! forbid in thy Ten- 
derneſs, that their Puniſhments ſhould ever 
be as much alike as their Offences are. 
Rather prevent them with thy Grace and 
make them like the Children of Nineveh in 
their Repentance. Let the Words of Jonah 
ſound perpetually in their Ears: As yer 
. forty Days, and Nineveh ſball be fu. 
 +Chapiiii. verted. + But! what were the Crimes of 
| Nineveh to ours? They, alas, poor ſenſeleſs 
Creatures ſcarce could diſcern Between ' their 
+Chap.iv. Right Hand and their Left, f as Gop him- 
ſelf declared in their behalf. Not all their 
Crimes then could aſſume the Malice of one 
Mortal Sin of ours, made execrably black 
and henious by the Lights and ſalutary 
Means afforded us. They knew not Chriſt 
nor Gop, and therefore ſinn d again ' ſt them: 
We, knowing Gop and owning Chriſt, 
live in defiance and open Contradiction of 
them. Shall we then hope for greater 
Mercy, who deſerve it leſs; nay, who de- 
ſerve, inſtead of a gracious Reſpit, a ſudden 
| Vengeance ? For ah! after all the merciful 
| Warnings, which a merciful Gop could be 
required to ſend us, of his, coming Wrath, 
not for forty Days only, but, for more than 
four times forty Years, what Diſ politions 
do we yet ſhew, we who have copied the 


1 a Crimes 
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Crimes of Nine veb, to copy it's Repentance? 
O how my Heart trembles for tl y Safety, 
dear ſinful People, when I mags on this! 
How do I apprehend, when I view the 
Ripeneſs of thy Iniquity, the Suddenneſs 
of thy Fall! How do I fear each _ 
Day, leſt the Morrow give Birth to 

Ruin, whoſe Heart is ſo obſtinately bent 
on contradicting that Lord who gave himſelf 
a Redemption for thee! For O! to what 
City more properly than to thee, may we 
apply, what Chriſt by his Prophet fays to 
his eternal Father ? 7, umble them down, O 
Lord, and divide their Tongues: For I have 
een nothi ng but. Injuſtice and Contradi#ion 
in the oy Day and Night do th Jniquity 

urround it upon the Walls : ion in 
— mid ft of Hrs Injuſlice: = _ is 
never wanting in the Streets of it Uſury and 
Fraud. Wherefare let Death on a, ſudden 
come upon them ; and let them go alive down 
to Hell : Becauſe Jniquity dwells in their, „ 
Habitations, and in the midſt of them? * wo 5 
Go on then riotous Land, ga on with your 

Contradictions of Chriſt and his Doctrins: 
Revel in the Ruins of Faith and Piety: Re- 
gardleſs of Religion, give a looſe to every 
ſhameful Appetite. Truſt your Safety to the 
Slowneſs of Gop's Anger: And ſee what 
will be the Conſequence of your Perverſity. 
Alas too ſoon, too ſoon may his Juſtice over- 
take” vou; too ſoon, and yet too late, may 

— vou 
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you ſadly find, that He, who 7s flow to 
Anger, is the more terrible in Wrath, Ah! 
for Pity's ſake then look into yourſelves while 
there is yet Time; cloath you in Sack-eloth 
and Aſhes; cry to our Tord in Strength, 
and let every Man convert from his evil 
Way. . . . Who knoweth but Gop will convert 
and forgive; and will return from the Fury 
of his Wrath, and we ſhall not periſh. * 
You who have forſaken Chriſt, baniſh'd 
him from your Hearts, and ſet him up for- 
an Object of Contradiction, by the Lives 
you have led, and the Tenets you have held in 
oppoſition to his Precepts and Doctrins, call 
him, invite him again to return back to you; 
or who knows but his Wrath may come. 
upon you ſuddenly, and deſtroy you for 
ever as it has done other Cities lefs rebellious 
than Yours, For believe me there is no- 
thing better to be expected from a Life led 
in oppoſition to Chriſt and his Goſpel than 
inevitable Ruin. And this Ruin, as I ſhall 


now undertake to demonſtrate, is big with 
double Deſtruction: 05 

I. Deſtruction to our temporal Felicity, 
OT Se e 


II. Deſtruction to our eternal Happineſs, 


** O Loving, lovely Saviour Ixsus, remit 

** the Sins of this thy People, which hitherto 

have link'd them to Perdition and kept 

them wide of thee, O Born to ſave 61 
: | Pat cc be 
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* ous Purpoſe of thy Incarnation was, to 


give thyſelf a Redemption for All; let 


© not our Sw Perverſity ſet Thee unto our 


* Ruin, mercifally did'ſt ſet thyſelf 
de to our Reſurrefion. Convert us, dear 


* Lord, and we ſhall be converted ; call 
“ us to the Grace of Repentance, and we 


* ſhall be truly Penitent: And O give our 


*© Repentance ſuch inceſſant Tears, as may 
5 efface our paſt Contradiction, our former 


Inconſiſtencies of Life; reflvite: ws to thi 


„Grace, and fit us for thy Mercy ; that 


Thou may'ſt be juſtify'd in thy Words, 


* and, with Honour to thy Juſtice and 
18 Mercy, reſcue us from the Ruin temporal 
tand eternal which hover over our Heads. | 


If Vice and Folly v were ſo ſcarce among 


us, that we could find None to vent our 


wrath againſt ; I would not gainſay the Pub- 


lic-Spirit which is exerted in the Midſt of 


us to the Oppreſſion of Wiſdom and Virtue. 
But, thanks to the Fertility of this Libertin 
Age, there is no ſuch Dearth of Iniquity or 
Inhumanity in this very Town, that WE 
need perſecute Innocence and Mercy by 
leveling Indignities at the Goſpel of Chriſt. 
No, if Public Rigour ſhould demand a 


Trophy to be erected for Every-One, who 


deſerves from the Public the Triumph of a 


| Em 3 Trees would be wanting to the 


Merit 
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Merit of Criminals, in this Iſland, where 
Capital Delinquents may almoſt be reckon d 
by the Number of Heads: And the foreign 
1 whoſe Vices, as well as Wares, we 


have imported and improved, muſt A 


our Miſdeeds with the merited Rewards, if 

not with the Hands to diſtribute them. 80 
univerſally has the Gangrene of Immorality 
and Irreligion ſpread, ſo corrupt are the Man- 
ners, and ſo broken is the Temperament of 
the Public i in this City ; that the only fit 
Executioner of general Juſtice ſeems a 

eneral Conflagration from Heaven, which, 

Bn in one heap of. Aſhes both Houſes and 


Inhabitants, may leave no ſurviving Wit- 


neſs of the Ruin. And what Injuſtice ſhould 
we have room to complain of if Heaven, 
to remove from the Dead all Complaints of 
Partiality, ſhould make their Fate ours, 
whoſe Vices we have 'made our own; 
Would it not ſeem a degree of Partiality in 
Heaven, and might not the ſubverted 2 


ſalem preſume to complain of hard Treat- 


ment in having been committed to Sword 
and Flame for Crimes, which tranſmigrated 
to Us, were ſuffer'd tp reign with impu- 
nity? Now what Crime could be laid ta 
the Charge of that unhappy Metropolis, to 
which This can plead, not guilty. Have 


we no Pilates on our Benches of Juſtice, 


holding the Wand of Judgment, only to 
158 out Oppreſſion and Injuries? Have we 


never 


if our Lord's Nativity: 


never ſeen Caiphaſes and Annaſes, who, not 


content with intruding into the Sanctuary of 
the Prieſthood by the Trap-door of Violence, 


like Robbers and Thieves as our Saviour terms 


them, deftroy the Flock of Chriſt with 


Hereſy and Immorality ? Can we produce 


no Fudaſes,” ho, unable to betray Chriſt, 
now is above their reach, practice their 


treacheries 'againſt his People under the 


Mantle of Apoſtleſhip ? What are the Ma- 


jority of your modern Teachers, but ſo man 
Scribes and Phariſees ; Hypocrites, ſtumbling 


at Stra ws, and "leaping aver Blocks; Men 


impoſing burdens on the People, which they 
ſcorn to touch with a Finger; Blind Guides, 


leading the unwary Sheep, who liſten to 


them, into a Ditch, with crying out, here 
is Chrift, when Chriſt is not with them; 

Mer ef Diſzuiſe,” whoſe | ſible Outfit 
are the beſt Emblems of the. blackneſs of 
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their Actions, and the darkneſs of Doctrine? 


and Falſhoods they broach, to impoſe upon 

a Flock, which they have more Talent te 
fleece than to feed? What are our Populace 
but a worſe-than-jewiſh Rabble, who, if 
they cannot ſtone Chriſt in Perſon, nor in- 
ſult him on his Croſs, are for ever inſulting 


him in his Precepts; and who, ſhew no 


other Knowledge of him than the pro- 
phaning his ſacted Name and Myſteries in 


Oaths, Imprecations, Perjuries, Blaſphe- 


mies, and Obſcenity? Have we not Plenty 
of 
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of Merchants, Tradeſmen and Perſons of all 
Profeſſions, without common Faith; of 
Magiſtrates without Juſtice or Mercy? of 
Men without Honeſty; of Women without 
Shame, and Vouth without Virtue or com- 
mon Decency? Go then, guiltleſs - City, 
where Flattery and Debauchery make every 
Avenue to Honours an unfordable Jakes for 
All who are not harden'd in Iniquity ; where 
Simony and Irreligion make the Gown an 
inſufferable Reproach, to All who have a 
Conſcience left ; where exorbitant Wealth, 
extracted from the Blood of the Poor, is be- 
come the privileged Property of the Great; 
where Injuſtice 1s the Staff of Power, Proſti- 
tution of Conſcience the Clue to Prefer- 
ment; Where Fraud is the current Caſh of 
Merchandiſe, Impoſition and Obloquy the 
Wit of Converſation; where Debauchery 
is the Accompliſhment of Young Men, and 
Petulancy (to call it by no harſher a Name) 
is deem'd Sprightlineſs in that Sex, whoſe 
chief Ornament uſed to be Modeſty. But, 
I forget, I am departing from the Stile of 
modern Pulpits, ſo ſuited to the delicate Ears 
of modern Chriſtians: If I call things by their 
Names, I ſhall be call'd abuſive. Well then, 
Accompliſh'd City! Go, flatter yourſelves 
that you are ſafe from the Fate of a depo- 
pulated Feruſalem, of an overthrown Ba- 
bylon, of a heaven-burnt Sodom, whoſe Guilt 
was Innocence compared with yours, 


But 
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But ah, thoughtleſs Chriſtians! Remem- 
ber, that, tho' the Almighty be ſlow to wreak 


Vengeance on the public Corruptions of a 


City, if he does ſometimes ſpin out their 
Trial, if he does permit the ſwelling Puniſh- 


ment to move on with tardy Steps, it is not 


that his Eyes are ſhut to the Obſervation of 
their Guilt, Gop is not, like the ſtupid 
Deity which the ſenſeleſs Athenians framed 
to themſelves, without Ears to hear the 
Clamours of their diſſolute Manners crying 


to him for Vengeance. No, no: He will 
not ſlumber nor fleep, who keepeth Iſrael, ſays 


David. There are no ſoporiferous Atoms - P/an 


flying round the Throne of Gop, to cloſe his c. 


Eyes to our Enotmities. His Juſtice is all- 
beholding, ever-ſeeing, and inceſſantly view- 


ing our Actions, ſays the Prophet, + Our + Faun 
Lord looks down from Heaven and beholds all. 


the Sons of, Men. . Tis he who form'd all 
their Hearts; and who - penetrates into all 
their Actions. And if he does delay Cha- 
ſtiſement, let not his Slowneſs be your Se- 
curity. The more Leiſure the hovering 
Meteors take to gather into a Storm, the 
heavier is the Shower when they burſt. Look 
but on the Bow in the Hands of the Archer, 
ſays St. Auguſtin, and take Warning from 
it. The more the Bow-ftring is drawn 
* back, the more fiercely does it diſmiſs 
the Arrow, when it is let looſe. Gop is 
a GoD of Patience and Longanimity : He 

Yor, I. U wills 
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wills not the Death of Sinners, but ratber 
that they be converted and live : Therefore 
has he Mercy on Thouſands of Thoſe, who, 
repenting of their Evil Ways, love him and 
keep his Commandments: Therefore does 


he ſuffer many Sinners to live as long as 
there remains any Proſpect of their Conver- 
ſion: Therefore, in a Word, does he take 


a long time to ſend his Vengeance from 
Heaven.. But ah how terrible is his Wrath, 


when he does launch it forth! How does 


Peace, Plenty, Honour, Liberty, and every 


temporal Felicity flee before it! The Baſis 


of all political Felicity in this Life is three- 
fold, and conſiſts in due Religion to Gop, 
Juſtice between Man and Man, and a Mo- 
ral Good Life in every Man's private Ca- 
pacity. All theſe did the Canaanites ſuffer 
to. moulder away: They gave themſelves 
up. to Idolatry againſt Gop, to Injuſtice, 
Oppreſſion and Debauchery of One-another, 
and Fach to the total Corruption of their 


own Hearts, as Holy Writ informs us. 


What wonder then, that, this triple Baſis un- 
dermin'd, the whale important Fabrick of 
their public Safety and Felicity ſhould. be 


overthrown? Nay. what Wonder would; it not 
have been, if It had ſtood unſhaken? And yet 


it did ſtand, and ſtood for full four hundred 
Vears, uninterrupted amidſt a Multitude of 
Iniquities. For four Ages ſucceſſively the 
Canaanites perſiſted in Sin; ſet up Heaven 


for. 


1 
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for a Sign to be contradicted, grew more 
and — 3 inſolent in Evil, ſet Conſcience 
at Defiance, acted the Sovercigns of Nature, 
and made it almoſt a matter of Doubt, if 
Providence preſided over the World: But 
then? Were not their Crimes overtaken at 

laſt? Was not their Inſolence humbled; 
their Pride thrown into miſerable Fettets, 
and all their Happineſs deſtroy'd on a fads 
den? Ah Yes! © Tho' Some Delay, Some 
A Procraſtination did intervene; the Ven- 

“ geance was not ſuſpended to the Laſt: 

&© The Stroke was flow, but the Deſtruction 
* certain. 
And what ſhall ſecure you; 0 ee 
Country-Men, from ſharing one Fate in 
common with the profligate Canaanites; 
Vou who ſhare their Iniquities in common 
with them? Hear one eternal Truth, by the 
Mouth of Eutimius and tremble. * They, 
« ſays he, who ſhate in the ſame Guilt, ſhall 
c ſhare: in the like Puniſhments, and un- 

* dergo one common Vengeance. One 
irrefragable Truth, which All who own 

a God: muſt own, is, that there is no Par- 
tiality to be uſed at the Bar of Divine 
Juſtice. Conclude then, O Chriſtians, with 
out Heſitation, that all Cities, all Nations 
which copy the Crimes of - One-another, 
ſhall be — the ſame Example, of Divine 
Wrath. Gop will not, cannot, give room 
for 1 againſt him of Partiality. 
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Was he an Exceptor of Perſons ; we might 


ſhare in the Guilt of the Proſcribed, and 
hope to eſcape their Chaſtiſement. But as 


it is impoſſible for the Divine Majeſty to be 


ſuch; depend upon it, the Sharers in one 
common Guilt ſhall together © undergo one 
* common Vengeance. Tell me then, 
Chriſtians: Are there among You, who, made 
inſolent by Power, Riches and Splendor, 


dare, after the Example of a Herod, to com- 
mit publicly Inceſts, Adulteries, and other 
Obſcenities; to riot in Pomps, Injuſtices, 


Arrogance of Speech and Enormity of Ac- 


tions; to ridicule Chriſt and contemn the 
Divine Laws? Ah! What Infatuation poſ- 


ſeſſes you, that ye are not affraid of ſhar- 


ing, along with the Sins of Herod, the 


Worms which devour'd him alive, the 
Pangs which - tormented” him, the Rage 


and Deſpair which conſumed him: When, 


„ They who ſhare in the ſame Guilt ſhall 
cc ſhare in the ſame” Puniſhments, and 
ke undergo one common Vengeance?” Are 
not Many of You loquacious, like Cord; 


Sowers of Diſſention like Dathan: Revenge- 


ful, Envious, Calumniators, Detractors, 
Liars, Diſturbers of public Peace, yet more 


than Abiram? Are you not, like him, moſt 


of you, Impugners of the known Truth; 


zealous in nothing but Defamations of Chriſt, 


of his Goſpel and Church; and lukewarm in 
every thing which regards Religion; but the 


ſetting | 
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letting up Chriſt and his orthodox Truths for 
a Sign to be contradicted? Ah? What then 
ſecures you from the Vengeance threatening 
your Perverſity? Who can promiſe you 
that the Earth ſhall not open under you; 
that Hell ſhall not ſwallow you, alive as you 
are, bloody as you are with the butcher'd 
Reputations, the maſſacred Perſons, and 
aſſinated Souls of the Many, who have 42 
fallen Victims to your perſecuting-Rage'?  * *? 
What then! Shall the Towers of Feru/alen 
have been hurl'd into Ruin by the Darts of 

Divine Wrath: Shall Luxury and Liberti- 
nage have call'd-in the Saracens to the Oppreſ- 
ſion and Perverſion of the African Chriſti- 
ans: Shall Schiſm and Hereſy have open'd 
the way for Barbarians and Infidels to over- © + 
throw the whole Church of Greece : And 
our own Country, blacken'd with the fame 
Vices, nay including the Vices of all thoſe 
Nations. in one, eſcape the like Scourge ? : 
Surely the ſame Gop of Juſtice 'reigns over 
us; who reign'd over them. Surely, Chri- 
ſtians, you are not ſo far intoxicated by Ini- 

-quity as to imagin, that Gon has made a 
Peace with Guilt; or that He is weary of 
chaſtiſing the Wicked. Vou could ſcarce 
think more indignantly of him, had he re- 
peal'd that irrevocable Decree of an equita- 
ble Gop, that They who ſhare in the 
£ 5 lame Guilt ſhall ſhare in the like Puniſh- .- 


key ments, 
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* ments, and undergo one common Ven- 
* geance. =P BY 4 
It is not without Myſtery, Beloved, that 
28 Holy Writ ſo frequently gives to private 
| and public Guilt a Tongue of Bronzo, a 
| Voice of Thunder, which, crying from the 
| Earth, ecchoes to the very Throne of Gop 
q Thus does Gonp deſcribe it to the Blood- 
5 ſullied Cain. The Voice of thy Brotber's 
Gen. iv. Blood cries aloud to me from the Earth. * 
A And ſpeaking of the Iniquities of that un- 
| _ cleanly Nation, The C of Sodom and Go- 
| morrah, ſays the Lord, is multiplied, and 
' + hid. their Sin is 'aggravated exceedingly: + 
l. Wherefore, ſays One of the exterminating 
Angels, Their Cry is waxen loud before 
+ Chap. the Lord; who hath ſent us to deſtroy them. © 
288 It is Sin, eſpecially public, barefaced Sin, 
which, ſnatching from the deſtroying Angel 
the Trumpet, ſounds, with dreadful ſhrill- 
neſs, from the Turrets of a finful City, the 
words of the Pſalmiſt, Gop hath forſaken it; 
| | purſue and take it, For there is no One to 
= deliver it. Riſe up then Barbarians,” riſe 
= e up Infidels againſt theſe Cities of Chri- 
73 „ ſtendom, methinks, I hear the Sins of Cbri- 
ce ftians cry out. Riſe and pour your Legi- 
ons, among them; commit them to 
Fire and Flame, deſtroy their Habitati- 
* ons, . lay their Temples waſte, their 
“ ſumptuous Edifices to Ruin, They have 
ry _ © trampled 
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te trampled the Faith of Chriſt under f 
© they have ſet him up for a Sign which all 


« 


©. their Ruin, who ſet himſelf to their Reſur- 
© reftion. Revenge then, O Infidels, the 
. © Cauſe of Chrift, contradicted, ridiculed, 
e inſulted by Chriſtians, Now, now is your 
Time: The Lord has forſaken them, 
© purſue, and take them, There is no One 


0 deliver them. Involve them, bury 
e them for ever in the Ruin they have 
* ** ſought; and let not. one Stone remain' 


upon another to record their Def 

e but what is-indelibly ſtampt with this 
c Inſcription. O Chriſtians ! farthleſs Chri- 
e ftians ! The Voice of the Blood of your Bro- 
&« ther, Father, Friend, and God and 
«© Saviour Feſus, eryd to me from the 


c Earth for this long-retarded Blow of 


« Juſtice.” But O Great God of never- 
wearied Mercy! Forbear to liſten to our 
crying Crimes. Or rather ſtop the Clamours 
. of our Crimes, by putting, with efficaciouſly 
converting Grace, a happy Period to our 
Guilt, For ah what Ruin elſe, muſt be 
. preparing for us! 


O Greece! O Greeee'! / Fair, faithleſs 


Greece! Thou primitive Cradle of Chriſtia- 
nity! Thou firſt- born Daughter of the Apo- 
Meſhip! Thou Nurſery of Chriſtian Martyrs! 
Sacred Horizon ſo carlily warm'd with the 


Infant Rays of New-born Goſpel-Truth 


Where 


be cantradicted: And now, He is ſet unto 


151 3 


On Sunday vit hin the Oo r Avx, 
Where are thy Glories now ? Shew me yet 
ſtanding one ſingle unconſumed Remain 
of thy proud Structures; one Solemri 
Pile of Building unerazed ; one Holy Edi- 
| fice yet unpolluted. Alas! An' all-con- 
ſuming Fire lay'd waſte thy Houſes; the 
Blood of thy Inhabitants aſſwaged the 
Flames; and all-confounding Time has left 
no ſingle Monument of any of thy former 
| Gloriess Thy Cities are converted into 
Deſerts, thy Gardens into Heath, and thy 
flow'ry Meads into ſolitary Wilderneſſes. 
The Melody of thy Mufic is changed for 
the Hiſſings of Serpents and the Howlings 
of -Beaſts of Prey: Where thy Nobles uſed 
to walk are now aſſembled Inſects and 
Monſters. Ah! with Tears let me ask, 
what, what has ſupplanted all thy former 
Greatneſs and Felicity? But! ---- Why do 
Jask what muſt extort ſo ſhameful an 
Anſwer : © Out Sins, alas, our Schiſms, He- 
C reſies and Sins were the Subverſion of our 
<« Happineſs, were the Seeds of our Ruin. 
How can I then forbear, O dear loved 
Country, to addreſs myſelf again to Thee. 
So then, deluded Nation, ou, Sole 
Engroſſers of every other Nation's Crimes, 
are to be privileged with Liberty of ſinning 
on, under the Guarantee of Heaven never 
to feel the Scourge of Gop's exaſperated 
Patience? Shall the Almighty then have 
puniſh'd every other ſinful People, who 


have 
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have gone before you, and ſhall the Sword 
of his impartial Juſtice for You alone have 
loſt it's Edge? Tho' You, like them, lay all 
Conſcience aſide, put out every. Spark of 
the Light of Faith, and ſtifle every Senſe 
of Charity; tho! You, like the: reſt, trample 
the Divine Myſteries under Foot, ſpurn at 
the Holy Sacraments and reduce Chriſtianity 
to nothing but a Name, if not to a Proverb 
of Contempt; tho'; where Chriſt with his 
Goſpel and Inf] pirations cries out Forgive, 
forgive, You, deaf to his Voice and regard- 
lefs of his Precepts, cry out - © Revenge! 
FBlood and Revenge; Tho' Your Saviour 
exhorts you, for the love of Gop, to give of 
your own, and You blind to his Example 
arid inſenfible to his Counſels, enrich your- 
ſelves with the Plunder of Others; tho 
Jeſus, in a word, requires your very 
Thoughts to be fragrant with' Purity, and 
You. in Contradiction to him render your 
very Bodies ſo many Sinks of Corruption; 
ſtill, ſtill ſhall the Scourge of injured angry 
Majeſty, which has ſo ſeverely viſited every 
other ſinful Land, paſs by and keep for ever 
wide of This? How? Ah! tell me, how 
' ſhall Jeſus not be et unto the Ruin 0 as 
Many: of us, as dare thus to ſet him for @ 
Sign to be contradicted? How ſhall that 
God of impartial Equity anſwer it to him- 
ſelf; When his Juſtice ſo loudly demands 
that All, who 7mpenttently ſhare in the ſame 
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Crimes, ſhould ſhare in the like Puniſh- 


„ ments and undergo one common Ven- 


« geance? But be aſſured, O ſinful Chri- 
ſtians, the Cries of Juſtice will be heard, 
and ſo will the Clamours of your Sins, if 
your Repentance cry not more loudly. than 
They. Yes, yes, ſays St. Ambroſe,” The 
Crimes of Every One ſeemingly 3 
« aloud.” And if this was not ſo, why 
would the Holy-Ghoſt tell us by Eeclefiaſti 
cus, that, Kingdoms are 85 gerd from 


Nation fo Nath on, becauſe 24 to Injuſtices, and 


Injuries and Contumelies a rious mat? 
But! what is our Guilt? Alas! What 


have we done, that the angry Heavens 


« ſhould fall upon us; Mpat, Self-blinded 
Mortals? What had the World done in the 
Days of Noah, to draw a Deluge on them- 
ſelves? Our Saviour in St. Mathew * accuſes 
them of nothing more than that their whole 
Time was taken up in eating and drinking 
marrying and giving in Marriage. And 
8 fin this then ſo henious a Crime? No, 
: Theſe Acts are in themſelves mere In- 


| Xa It is the Excefs, the Motive; the 


Diſſipation too often attending them, 
which makes the Sin. Ah! how many 


Sins do not they too frequently accumulate, 


who, thoughtleſs of Gop and of their Souls, 


bury their Thoughts and Senſes in Wine, 


and Luxury, and Intereſts, and wanton 
Pleaſures of the Fleſh? © * What, have ye 


done: 
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% done?” What had the Rich Epicure of 
the Goſpel done, that dying he ſhould 4e 
buried in Hell? All which Chriſt lays to 


.— 


his Charge in St. Luke * is, that, He was * Chap. 


cloathed in Purple and Si lk and feaſted every 22 
Day magnificently, Will you yet under- 


ſtand, O Chriſtians? Actions quite natural, 


quite inoffenſive in themſelves, may, by ex- 
ceſs, 8 by extravagant abuſe, become quite 
criminal. To feaſt ſometimes, ſays a Re- 
© werend Author, may be pardonable, but 
always, Every: Day! It is to much,” All 
Sins are hateful Evils, all are Peſts; but bare- 
faced Sins, Sins boldly committed in the face 
of Day, Sins propagated and obſtinately re- 
iterated: O Such Sins indeed are extermi- 


native in their Nature, Such exaſperate the 


Divine Forbearance, baniſh Chriſt, and 
ſound the Trumpet of public Calamity, be- 
fore the Face of great Jebovab's Wrath. 
That you ſin ſometimes, tis wicked; and 
merits Damnation, if the Sin be Mortal: 
Still does. the divine Mercy often plead your 
Excuſe. But © Every-Day ! It is too much. 
That once and away, a Reſentment riſe in 
your Breaſts; that you now and then break 
out inadvertently into Reproaches, or bar- 
bour ſome momentary Thought of Revenge, 
is ſtill a Shame for Chriſtians. But Every 
Day! It is too much. After Years paſt 
to retain inveterate Hatreds, after ſo often 
hearing the Word of Gop, after ſo many 
I R Calle 
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Calls to Forgiveneſs, ſo many Checks of 


Conſcience, to breath nothing but Ven- 
geance, Calumny, Infamy, Death or linger- 


ing Deſtruction to a Perſon, who, perhaps 
inadvertently, had the Misfortune to offend 


you? O this is too much for a Pagan; and 
(to uſe the Words of a Pagan *) * What 
“ worſe Life could you live, if you made 


ee but One in a Kingdom of Lions and Ty- 


« gers, and Bears.” Surely then it is inex- 
preſſibly too much Foe PUOPES of a cruci- 
fied Feſus ? That once you ſhould have ſuf- 


fer' d your Bodies created for Temples of the 


Holy Ghoſt, to be ſullied with the Impu- 


rity of forbidden Pleaſures of the Fleſh, - 
you ought forever to bluſh within your- 


ſelves. But that you ſhould habitually per- 
fiſt in ſuch Pollutions; that You ſhquld pub- 
licly glory in them; Nay, carry your Ob- 


ſcenities to the Place of Divine Worſhip ; 
and with your Ogles, your Indecencies, and 


Intrigues proſtitute the very Sanctuary to a 
Common Stew: O ſurely © it is too much,” 
Not only to with hold from the Poor a Part 
of the Riches intruſted with you, as Stewards 


for them; but even to wring from the 
. Veins of the Poor, and the Labourer their 


beſt Juices, to ſwell your exorbitant Wealth, 
is certainly too much.” For Men ad- 
vanced in years, For Parents, Superiors, 
nay Ecclefiaſtics, inſtead of , exhibiting 
themſelves Patterns of every Chriſtian Vir- 

5 tue, 
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tue, to make themſelves Examples, Heads 
and Leaders of Youth, in every ſhameful 
Purſuit which moral Heathens have formerl 
dieteſted: It cannot ſurely be denied, that 
It is greatly inexpreſſibly too much. Nor 
can the barefaced Frequency * impudent 
Familiarity, Preachers of old might have 
ventured to ſay) with which theſe Enormi- 
ties ſtare Virtue and Grace out of Counte- 
nance, in this Nation and City, render them 
leſs extravagant, leſs horrible to Men of any 
_ Conſcience than they really are in the Sight 
of Gop, So very evtravagant are they, that 
God, ſeeing a whole People thus ſet upon 
contradicting him, what elſe can he be 
expected to do for the Reparation of his 
Honour, than as he did by Feruſalem, to 
depart from it, and give it up 70 the Ruin 
it deſerves? | 5 
Need I repeat to you, dear Chriſtians, 
That irrevocable Decree of eternal Truth, 
recorded by Salomon in his Book of Wiſ- 
dom * that, by what Things a Man finneth, Chap. xi. 
by the ſame alſo is he tormented? Thus was 
Haman, the ambitious, implacable Haman, 
ſuſpended on that very Gibet, he raiſed for 
Mordecai. Thus too Great Gop of Juſtice, - 
as thy unalterable Truth records, + didſt f 
thou give up the finful Sons of 1/rael to 
their own Iniquities, to be tormented by _ 
them. Thus for their ſenſele/s Thoughts 'of 
niguity, for that Some erring did wörſbip 


dumb 
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dumb Serpents and ſuperfluous Beaſts, thou + 
did fl ſend upon them a Multitude of dumb 
Beaſts for Vengeance, that they might now, 
that, By WHAT THiNGs A MAN SINNE TH, - 
BY THE SAME. ALSO HE IS TORMENTED. 
And what elſe, think you, is imported in 
. thoſe myſterious Words of TJaiah, * Our 
Iniquities are multiplied before ther (O Lord!) 
and OUR SINS HAVE ANSWER'D To us, 
but, that barefaced Iniquities (like Thoſe 
which riot with Impunity in this unhap 
Land) after bounding ſonourouſly - at = 
Throne of Gop, revert with clamorous 
Deſtruction back to the Criminals? Some- 
thing wonderful in Nature, Beloved, is the 
Operation of an Eccho. ' Tempt it not with 
your Voice, and nothing more Silent. Pro- 
voke it loudly as you can, and nothing more 
clamorous. Yet is it not any Exiſtence. dif- 


ferent from the Sound firſt emitted, but a a 


Re- percuſſion of the firſt Inſult offer'd to 
the filent Recipient. Ah ! Such ſuch is the 

Operation of loquacious Iniquity. No ſooner, 
than when It inſults with guilty Clamours 
the Throne of the Almighty, does it revert 
to the Criminals. But then, then indeed, 
(eſpecially if our Sins are multiplied. before 
him) ah! too certainly do. our Sins anſwer 
to us. Thus was it too that the Almighty | 
made the World and all Things in it to echo 
to the Conduct of Man. Goy created all 
Things in perfect ſubjection to Man: Yes 
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Lord! Thou did ft appoint bim Sovereign over 
all the Works of thy Hands * But Adam re- 
volted againſt Gop, and behold'! Every 
Savage Beaſt, ecchoing to his Revolt, 
riſes up in Rebellion againſt Adam. Moſes 
ſubjects himſelf. to the Will of his Divine 
Maker: And Lol all Creatures animate and 
inanimate, Men, Beaſts and Rocks, in 
eccho to his Obedience, move at the 
Beckon of his Rod. It is not without 
Reaſon, that the very. Heathens have ſaid, 
that © Virtue is it's .own Reward.” For 
the Recompence which follows the Actions 
of the Virtuous is but a kind of reyerting 
Eccho to their Good Deeds: So too the Punith- | 
ment, which generally reverts to the Wicked, 
is the very Voice of their Iniquities anſwering 
them in their own. Language. What room 
had the Impious Ahab and Fezabel to mur- 
mur at any Severity of Anſwer, which 
their Impieties made them? Could they, 
with any Juſtice, complain of being cut off 
by the Divine Vengeance, together with 
their whole Race? No, no: could they 
now ſpeak ;. they muſt own, their Puniſh- 
ment was the julleſt Eccho to their Crimes; 
they muſt confeſs and ſay, our Sins have 
anfwer'd us. She perpetrated, and He was 
"conſenting to, the Maſſacry of the innocent 
Naboth in Fezreel. Wherefore, Thus ſay'th 


our Lord: + In this place where Dogs have + , Ha 


liel d the blood of Naboth, they ſhall 20 thy on 


* Ibid. 


+ 4 Kings 


tutte ſaying, the Dogs ſhall ea 4 
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Blood alſo. And of Fezabel alſo our L, rd 


Jerabel in 
the Field of Fexreel. And was it not done 
as the Lord fay'd? Yes: Ahab was ſlain'in 
Battle and the. Dogs lick'd his blood * And 
FJezabel was ſoon after thrown out of the 
Window of her Palace; the Wall was-be- 
ſprinkled with her Blood in the Fall; She 
was trodden to Death by the Horſes of Fehu; 
and the Eccho of Divine Vengeance ſo 
cloſely purſued the very Remains of that 
Wicked Woman, that before they could 
bury her, the Dogs devour'd her Body; 
and Nothing was found; of her, but | the 
Skull and the Feet, and the extreme Parts. of 
ber Hands. + Truly then might Abab and 
F ſay: Our Iniquities are multiplied 
efore thee (O Lord!) and our Sins have an- 


fwer'd to us. What Injuſtice or Oppreſſion 


had the Jews to complain of in the ignoble. 


Wretchedneſs of their Fate; when the Ro- 


mans, after ſubduing them, ſold their Per- 
ſons at Thirty for a Penny? Did not They 
themſelves, ſometime before, both buy and 
ſell the Son of Gop for thirty Pence? Full 
gently then did their Contemptible Treat- 


ment of Chriſt anſwer them, in rating 
Each of them but at thirty times leſs Price 


than Him, who was infinitly more valuable 
than all Mankind. Still is it true, you ſee 


Chriſtians, that our Sins, when exorbitantly | 


multiplied, do and will anſwer \ us; Ah! 
| how, 
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how, for theſe many Ages paſt, has not 
Deſtruction rioted about the Chrittian Pro- 
vinces of Europe, in various Shapes of War, 
and Plagues, and Civil Broils, and meagre 
Famine ; Floods, Earthquakes, Pillagings 
and Conflagrations? How has it paſt from 
Nation to Nation, and from one Town to 
another? And in every Country, where It 
has ſet a Foot, how has it not laid whole 

Cities waſte with all their miſerable Inhabi- 
tants ? O! cannot Chriſtians yet be brought 
to comprehend: what very Pagans underſtood 
ſo well; that our Sins an ſiber us? Ah, if 
lean Scarcity, which, now ſor ſome Years 
paſt, has hover d over Europe with threaten- 


ing Frowns, ſtill every Year agreeably diſ- 


appointing us, ſhould pitch at length upon 
this kindly Soil; ſhould we not dre bor 
too much room to ſay, Our Sins have anſwer'd 
to us? Might we not, with much more 

Truth than the poor Heatheniſh Symmacus, 
cry out, Alas! It is not with Blights our 
« Harveſt is deſtroy d: It is not by Hail our 
annual Fruits are blaſted. No, It is by 
c Sacrilege, the Seaſons are made barren, ** 


Luſts more than Plagues convert whole 


Cities into Hoſpitals. Domeſtic Feuds, 
Reſentments, Butcheries and Defamations, 
Perjuries, Forgeries and Civil Diſcord de- 
populate more Lands than Foreign Swords 


can do. And it is by Avarice, Uſury, 


Drunkenneſs, Injuſtice, Scandal and Op- 
„„ preſſion, 
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preſſion, much more than by the Force of 


Storms and Blights, that the poor Sower's 
Labours prove in vain, and all the Reaper's - 


Hopes are blaſted, ** Alas It is not by 


$1 Blights our Harveft is deſtroy'd: It is 
* not by Hail our annual Fruits are blaſted: 
c No, It is by Sacrilege, that the Seaſons : 
* are made barren, when they are ſo. If 
We deny to Gop, the Fruit of Virtuous 
Actions; juſt is it, that the Earth ſhould deny 


us it's aſap IT elit: If We harden our 


Hearts into Steel againſt the Expectations 


of Heaven from us; juſt is it, that the 


Heavens ſhould harden into Adamant againſt 
our Expectations from thence. - If we ruin 
the gracious Proſpect, which Chriſt gave us, 
of eternal Reſurrection and temporal Feli- 
city, by ſetting him up for a fign to he con- 
tradicted; it is but raſh, that he ſhould: per- 

mit - our Contradictions, in eccho to our 
Perverſity, to ſet him up, 70 the Ruin of 
as Many of us as perſiſt in our Obſtinacy. It 
is our irregular Conduct, which teaches tlie 
Seaſons and Elements to revolt from Order : 


And the calamitous | Diſaſters - and Cata- 


ſtrophes, which wage War: againſt us, are 
but the Eccho to that Rebellion whieh we 


perverſly carry on againſt the Lord of Hoſts, 
our Gop and Saviour. Ah Chriſtians! Ee 


not deceived: Raiſe not Effects into Cauſes. 
Too, too often is it true, in time of Scarcity, | 


that It is by Sacrilege, the Seaſons are 
made 


of our Lord's Nativity. , _ 


* made barren.” Too juſtly, for the moſt 
Part, may the wretched Sufferers by it, ſay, 


before thee 


Our Iniquities are 2 
(O Lord!) and our Sins have 


II. I will not deny, dear Chriſtians; that 
this firſt kind of Deſtruction, the Deſtruction, 


of all temporal Felicity, is inexpreſſibly 


grievous; and full heavy enough to make: 
Every Mortal, in poſſeſſion of Reaſon, 
tremble at the bare Thought of living in 
oppoſition to Chriſt, But O my Gop and 
Saviour ! What is all This to that Deſtruction. 
which leads us wide of everlaſting Happi- 


neſs! What but a Bugbear, the Tale: of 


Nurſes to affright young Children, is. the 
With-drawing thy Earthly Providence; if, 
compared with that fierce Indignation which 


induces thee to withdraw thy Faith and Grace 
from a whole ſinful Land? O] would but 
Time permit me; how could I not expatiate 
on the too tragic Loſs, in many Chriſtian: 
Nations, of Chriſt's unſpotted Faith, at. 
_ firſt ſupplanted by that many-headed Mon- 
ſter Hereſy, and afterwards, by Infidelity, 
intirely exiled and forced to ſeek a Refuge 
in other Nations? O Rhodes“ unhappy. 


anſwer'd Us, 
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Rhodes ! Thou Iſland once fo glorious! = 


There was a Time, when Thou was't 
honour'd as the Bulwark of Chriſtianity, and 
the ſtrong Hold of the Churches Holy 
Champions, But! thy Glories now, alas, are 


EY buried. 
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buried, all, in the Night of Infidelity. O-Con-" 
fantinople! Thou once acknowledged Queen 
of Empire, a Second Rome, not by a Tyrant 
Czjar govern'd, but by a crucified Re-. 
deemer | 5 What ar't thou, but the Footſtool 
of Barbarity, the Sink of Mahometan Abſur- 
dity, and lawleſs Seat of Vice and Infidelity? 
6 Heavens! So then a People may become 
thus wicked? So then a ſinful Land may 
provoke the Almighty to withdraw his 
Grace aud Lights and ſaving Helps? 80 
then the public Vices and ran Pro- 
fligacies of a Nation may induce Gop to 
convert into impenetrable Adamant the 
tender Bowels of his infinit Merey, ſo 
far as to withdraw his Grace and Faith 
out of the Reach of their Inſults, and give 
them up to Themſelves, to Hereſy, to Infi- 
delity and Perdition? 80 then, in a word, 
Gop's unwearied Bounty can be ſo rie- 
vouſly abuſed and exaſperated, by Public 
Perverſity, as, at length, to be provoked - 
to give up his very Sanctuary to be con- 
verted into a Den of Thieves, a Stable of 
unclean Creatures? O! what a Broacher of 
Romances- would not a Preacher have been 
thought in Conftantineple, who, but a few 
Years before it was ſaccaged by the Turks, 
had faid before a numerous Audience, from 
the Pulpit, Theſe Naughty Men he will bring 
to Nought ; and his Vine-yard he will let out 


to other Husband-men, * They would have 
| ſtoned 


* 


2 

F our Lord's NATIVI TT. 
ſtoned him, probably, for a dreaming Im- 
poſtor; had he farther told them: © Vou are 
Theſe naughty Men: whoſe Iniquities are 
ſwoln to their Height, and the Meaſure” 
of whoſe Sins overflows :' Inſomuch that, 

unleſs you ſtem the rapid Torrent by a 
ſpeedy ſuper-abundant Repentance, an 
Inundation of Fire ſhall overwhelm you: 
Your Sacred Temples will be turn'd into 
* uncleanly Moſques: In your Religions 
* Choirs, inſtead of religious Pſalmody 

ſung to the honour of Chriſt, Blaſphe- 
mies will mutter'd to the impious Maho- - 
met: The Holy Goſpels will be burn't 
© inſtead of Incenſe; and your wretched 
Poſterity in lieu of the ſacred Baptiſmal 
Character, to make them Children of Gp, 
* will receive the Pollutions of Muſſulmen 


© : | 


c and become Children of Satan. What 
think you, Chriſtians? Would not the 


ſacred Orator, who had utter'd to them ſuch 


_ a threatening Prediction, have raiſed Laugh- 


ter rather than Compunction in them? In- 


ſtead of a Prophet, he would probably have 


paſt for a Madman, and excited many more 
to Indignation than to Repentance. And 


vyet the Sentence was pronounced in Heaven: 


Divine Vengeance did ſtrike the Blow; and 
now, what is become of all the pious Glory 
of Conſtantinople ? Where are her Chriſtian: - 

Senators, her religious Populace, her Com- 
munities of Angels incarnate: Where her 
9 | Cloiſters 


" n; ** * ö 
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Cloiſters of Holy Virgins eſpouſed to JIꝝs us? 
Are not her Temples without Sacraments, 
her Prieſts without Piety, her Vouth with 
out the Grace of Chriſt, her Men and 
Women without the Knowledge or Fear 
of Gop, and all her Inhabitants without 
any reaſonable Hopes of Heaven? | 
O Holy Anceſtors of a proſcribed People! 
You, who are now glorious and triumphant 
in Heaven, can ſee, how Theſe your vretched 
Deſcendants, from their Birth to their Death, 
N wear the Mark of the Beaſt on their Fore- 
3 heads; how they All paſs from the Wombs 
of their Mothers into the Arms of Satan; 
how Uncleanneſs fattens them to Perdition 
I during Life; and through what an impe- 
11 netrable Fog of Errors, Vice, Senſuality 
11 and Infidel Ignorance they ſtruggle on to 
tf utter unending Miſery and Darkneſs, O! 
= could you have foreſeen as much, while in 
1 the Fleſh; what bitter bitter Anguiſh muſt 
have wreck'd your Souls! And You, O ſacred 
© Anceſtors of ours! You ſee, how near WE 
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are to their raſh venturous State, O! ſolicit 
| then, O! importune the Gop of Mercy, to 
; check our growing Raſhneſs. As yet, it is 
| [ to be hoped, we are not quite upon the Brink 
1 of that dread Precipice. As yet, I truſt, 


= <— <Q — ä Tr q—— <7 —— 


1 the Meaſure of our Crimes is not ſo ſwoln 
1 as to induce the Almighty to abandon us for 
ever. No: Still have we comfortable Room 

to hope, that Gop has yet in ſtore his Seven 

Ti I 


1 


g of our : Lokv's NaTiVITY. F 
Thouſand Souls, who have not bow'd their Knees 


Faithful Servants left, among us, who have 


not yielded up themſelves to Schiſm, He- 


reſy, or Vice or Infidelity : Induſtrious Huſ- 
bandmen of Chriſt's pure Faith and Grace, 
whoſe pious Works and fervent Prayers pre- 


ſerve this Land fromutterDeſolution, ſuſpend 


the Sword of angry Juſtice ; and may, per- 
haps, (O gracious Jeſus grant it!) one day, 


recall the too-long baniſh'd Influence of pure 


Religion to it's favorit Seat. But for Them, 
what muſt become of All the reſt? O then, 


Ye happy Souls | ſtand ſteadfaſt in your Faith 


and Piety, for your Dear Country's Sake. 
Beware, Ve who ſtand, 4% you fall. Be- 
ware, you ſwim not with the Stream of evil 
Communication; nor let the rapid Tide 
of Public Sin and Scandal bear you down: 


But with unſhaken Conſtancy in Good, and | 
an ufiwearied Fervor of Devotion, worthy | 


of Chriſtians, worthy of Catholics, reſiſt 
the gather'd Torrent of Error, Ignorance, 


and Irreligion, whoſe ſwelling Surges foam 


and daſh" around you, to overwhelm you; 
but in vain, while you adhere to Chriſt's 
unerring Faith. Grant then, dear Gop of 
Pity, Patience and Forbearance, that Theſe 
may perſevere and multiply: Accept their 
Prayers as Incenſe in thy Sight, to extirpate 
Vice and Error from this Soil once precious 
in thy Eyes: For their loved Sakes, deliver 
o | not, 
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ro Baal. * Still has he a choſen Number of 2 1 
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not, to Beaſts, Souls Hill confeſing to tleæ v 
And the Souls of thy Poor forget not lo the 


End. Let not the Peſt of general Corrap- 


tion, in a word, taint their Purity or ſlacken 
the Devotion of the Faithful Few. For, O 
Beloved, if it ſhould; how ſoon might not 
the down-hill Progreſs of Impiety reduce 
their little Number to That which was left 


in Sodom; om: the Eve of It's Deſtruction; 


when, dof!vant of ſo fender a Number of 
guiltleſs Souls ta ſtay Gop's long-ſuſpended 


Vengeance, as TEN, that wretched Country 
was given up to endleſs Ruin, by infinit 


Mercy exaſperated into equitable Wrath! 
But, ah Dear Lord! In thee we truſt; that 


Thou wilt not bring this Judgment on us. 
e However 30 beſt- beloved | Brethren, hall 


Chriſtians not tremble? Are our Lives ſo 


innocent, that we need entertain nq fear of 
This befalling us? Are our Manners ſo an- 


gelical; are our Hearts ſo clean from Sin, 
are our Habitations and Converſations ſo 


1 Paal. 
AC. 


remote from Scandals, that We may Each 
indulge our Conſciences in profound Security 
and ſay, There fall no Evil come to Thee 

And a Scourge ſhall not came near db :thy 
Tabernacle ?  O happy; happy, thrice hap- 
py Souls, / whoſe bleſſed Caſe this is! How 


do rejoice with Vou, and glorify: the Al- 
| mighty Donor of all good Gifts! And if 
this be the happy State of Every- One of you; 
how much more ſhall Ttejoice ? But if, even 
oo among 


among You, O Orthodox Diſciples of my 
Dear Redeemer, his Myſteries are abuſed by 
Some; if his Holy Sacraments are prophaned, 
or flighted ; if Many of you are litigious, 
quarelſome, jealous, envious of One-ano- 
ther's ſpiritual or temporal Good, like Schiſ- 
matics: If you can lye, detract, defame, 
oppreſs, defraud, and out-do the Sons of 
Hereſy, in Avarice, Lechery, and Ambition: 
If You ſurpaſs, Any of you, the very Infi- 
dels in Luſt, Revenge, and Gluttony and 
Drunkenneſs and other crying Crimes; 
what room have You, for Security; or I, 
for Joy? If you ſtrengthen the Enemies of 
Chriſt's pure Faith, and confirm with your 
Actions their Forgeries and Defamations, to 
the Diſcredit of his Church, by returning 
their Fraud with Fraud ; their Perſecutions 
with Revilings; and their Enmity with 
Hatred ; what Security is yours? If You - 
copy, with their Dreſs, their Manners, 
Expreſſions and Sentiments, ſwear with 
them, riot with them, and fin with them; 
can your Peace be real? If any among You 
cabal with them, | againſt the Dictates of 
your own Conſciences, againſt the Peace 
and Edification of your Brethren, againſt 
the Reſpect due to the juſt Laws of your 
Country, againſt the Obedience due to the 
Ruling Powers, (in. defiance of St. Pauls | 
Admonition “ to be ſubject to Princes and + Ty, if. 
Magiſtrates) and againſt the ſovereign 
W VOL. I. 1 Honour 
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Honour due to Gop ; What comes of your 
Security? If you neglect, like Many of them, 


to love Juſtice, to purſue Merey, and to walk 


humbly before Gop; to forgive and give, 
where you are able and Occaſion calls; and 
to practice every Work of Mercy in your 


Power, Spiritual or Temporal, to all Man- 


kind without exception, Friends, Strangers, 
or even Enemies, whatever be their Wants, 


whatever be their State, Profeſſion, real Me- 
rit, Country or Profeſſion; hat inward 
Peace can You enjoy, or I rejoice in with 


You? In a word, If the Souls of Some'of 


n de Almut addled into mere Fleſh, 


and our Maxims riſe not above thoſe of a 
Pagan; If the Slime of ſordid Intereſt ſo 
faſcinates Us, that Heaven, Immortality, 
and Endleſs Bliſs eſcape your Thoughts; if 
in our Paffions We are nothing above a 


Savage, and, in the Gratification of our reptil 


Appetites, we place ourſelves upon a level 
* ſ] * — Creation; what comes 
of all our in ward Peace and Security? Is our 
Security more than a ſenſeleſs Lethargy ? Is 


our Peace Aught but ſtupid Inſenfibility ? 


Acting thus, are not our Lives diametrically 


oppoſed to the Life and Doctrins of Ixsus 


CnRIST7 Are we not, in every ſuch Practice, 
ſetting Him up for a Sign of Contradiction 
who gave himfelf a Victim of Redemption? 
And what can we reaſonably expect, but 
that. ſuch Perverſe Ingratitude ſhould recoil 
5 A 05:00 


: 


1 of our Lonxp S Narivir v. 2 
on our own Heads, and „et him up anto 


the Ruin of as Many of Us, as perſiſt in 
thus Contradicting our eternal Benefactor 


and Friend? Gop indeed has not as yet 


ſtretcht forth his Hand to the Sword of 
Wrath: True. But can he not ſtill ſtretch 
it? Shall we then venture to exaſperate him? 
Shall we go on finning till he does ſtrike ? 
Shall we never, till then, prepare againſt the 


Blow ? Is it wiſe to ſtay till the Wound is | 


made, before we put on Armour; and 
never apply an Antidote till Death has 
ſeized us? Look ye, Chriſtians: Gon ſees, 
and ſays Nodhing He ſees, and forgives : 
He fees, and forbears to ſcourge. What ſay 


— then? Will He therefore never ſpeak? 


ill he forgive to the End ? Will He ſpare 
the Bad fy ever? Fooliſh, falſe; deceitful 
Reaſoning! © What, ſays St. Peter Da- 
. mian? Becauſe he has hitherto borne you 


te with ſilent Patience, will he therefore 


et always do ſo? Ah! have you not read, 


* that he will come to Judgment, throwing | 
& afide all Patience, unknowing any Humi- 


ce liation, and rejecting all Mercy as much 
« as if he had been a total Stranger to it? ” 
Let me then caution You, O harden'd Sin- 
ners: Build not upon hiding yourſelves. 
Hide yourſelves in the thickeſt of the Croud, 
he will find you out. He, who made you, 


moves in the midſt of you and penetrates 
to the a Recefles within you, And 


2 2 will 
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will He, who keeps already ſo many Mil- 


lions of the brighteſt Souls, of the moſt 


eminent Geniouſes, of the moſt ſprightly 


Creatures, chain'd down to never-ending 
Flames, will he pardon You againſt your 
Wills ? To ſpare you, ſhall he 'not ſpare his 
own Juſtice? No, no: To ſhew Mercy to 


his Beatitude, he will baniſh you for ever 


from his Sight: He will, he muſt, con- 
demn you to the everlaſting ' Miſery you 
merit, unleſs you ſpeedily 'repent and da 
Penance. But if you wiſely reſolve on Re- 
pentance and Penance, and execute your 
Purpoſe effectually: Then, O then indeed 
you may ſet Ruin at Defiance, and confi- 
dently hope that this Gracious Babe Ixsus, 
who zs ſet unto the Ruin of All Impenitent 
Sinners, is ſet unto the Reſurrection of as 
Many of You as perſevere in your Fidelity 


to him; and will reward your Conſtancy in 


Good with a Reſurrection unto higher and 
higher Graces in this Life, till he finds 
you fit for a Fulneſs of Glory in the Next. 


Whither I beſeech Almighty Mercy to con« 


duct you: In the Name, &c. 


NM. B. When a SuxDar falls between the Ci x cuMCISwuéx 
and EPpiyHaxy of our Lo RD, the Whole Divine 
Service is of the OZave occurring: And no Notice is 
taken (in either the Maſs or the Office) of the Sunday ; 
which is therefore alld VACANT SUNDAY 


as having no Gos E particularly appropriated to It, 
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Day to Day uttereth a Word: And Night _, 
i, * Fo Night pointeth out Knowledge. 5 


ER Sunday without a Goſpel! Chri- 
FL We ftians without. Inſtruction! Ah 
| 1 Sacred Mother Church! How 
caan'ſt thou leave thy Children, 
ys this Day, unprovided with the 
heavenly Nourriture of Chriſt's enlivening 
Word ? Why do'ſt thou leave us. fainting, 
breathleſs, - panting in vain with Thirſt after 
the Fountains of Wiſdom of our Saviour? 
Without a continual Supply of his Divine 
inſtructive Word and Doctrins, what are 
we but like the Little-Ones and Sucking 
Babes, in Feremiah, * who ſwooned in the Jer, 
Streets of the Town : Who ſayd to their _— _— 
5 Woe Mothers Chap. ii. 
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Mothers, "where is Corn and Wine? when 
they fainted as the Wounded in the Streets 
of the City; when they yielded up their 

Ghoſts in the Boſom of their Mothers? Surely 
the inexhauſtible Source of infinit Wiſdom 
is not dried up. Surely the eternal Word 
has not loſt the Power of Speech. , Surely 
the Goſpel of Chriſt is not ſo drain'd, that 
It cannot afford us to Day one ſingle Line 
of Inſtruction, No, no: Were there as 
many Sundays in the Year, as there are 
Days; the Goſpel might afford to Each It's 
ſeparate Inſtruction, and till have Lights to 
ſpare, Why then, O Holy Mother, do'ſt 

thou with-hold thy Hand at Preſent, who, 
every day · beſides, do'ſt open it ſo liberally ? 
Ah ſacred Spouſe of Chriſt ! Thou has't, in 
this, thy Purpoſe and a heavenly One. No 
ſooner David whiſpers in my Ear, Day tb 

Day uttereth a Word, and Night tb Night 
pointeth out Knowledge, than all the gracious 
Myſtery brightens up before me, and ſhews 
me thy ineffably infpited Deſign, Well 
may ſt Thou, for one Day, with-hold from 
us that Light Divine of Evangelic Truths, 
which we, from Day to Day, from Vear to 
Year, ſo ſhamefully abuſe. How chearfully, 
how tenderly, how conftantly do'ſt thou hold 
out thy Parent-Arm to guide us, through the 

_ impervious, gloomy, rugged Maze of mor- 

tal Life, to thy eternal Spouſe's Manſions, 
by the Luſtre of this Light! And yet how 
ee | eagerly, 
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eagerly, bow obſtinately, how ungratefully | 


do we ſhut our Eyes to it's radiant Rays 
and turn our backs on thee, to follow the 
5 — of Darkneſs, through the molt thorny 
By yrinths of a miſerable World, to — * 
Milt Ah! What do my Eyes behold > 
How anxious do I ſee the Bulk of Human 
Nature! How de they ſtudy, . ſpeculate, 
turmoil and wein and almoſt. . Agonize 
with Eagerneſs! And all for What? Is it 
to purchaſe a bliſsful Immortality: Is it to 
. the Realms of inextinguiſhable Light? 
Ah no! Their Withes — quite a dif- 
ferent Way. All the vaſt ſtock of Cares, 
Anxieties * Toils, with which ſo yard 
Noble Souls are quite conſumed, | quite 
ſpent: All is laid out in ſearching are he 
World and it's Enjoyments: All is to gain 
ſome Elbow- room; to riſe, to ſwell, to 


ſtrut, and riot in the World. G . 


ted far a nobler End Is Nothing worthy 
of your purſuits but the World? Does Eter- 
nity, does Heaven, does Gop deſerve no 
part of your Care? Is the being Children of 
the Prince of Darkneſs fo much more pro- 
fitable, than being Children of Jeſus Chriſt, 

the Eternal Gop 25 Day, himſelf the ever- 
laſting Day and Light of all the Bleſfed 
above? Ah na! This Hour ſhall: ſhew how 


little you can hope to gain by the Exchange. 


Methinks, I Hear this? Prem Day utter 
«Ward of Inſyiration, 4e Thee, Oſacred Mo- 


ther 
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ther Church! Thou Grace-communicating 
Day and Luminary of the Faithful! Hold, 
** ſpotleſs Spouſe, methinks he ſays, with 
* hold a while thy ſalutary Lights and 
mine, from theſe unthinking undeſerving 
hs Creatures. Since they will needs poſt- 
% pone me to the World; and fince the 
«© Gloom of That delights them more than 
e all the Rays of Light, my Goſpel can 
ce afford them; even ſee, for one Day, 
« what they are without it. Perhaps, the 
<« Splendor of it's Truths may be too ſtrong 

e for their poor fleſhly Minds. Perhaps, 
<« a dear- bought Knowledge from the 
* World may ſuit them better than the 

«« gratis-given Science my Goſpel would 
« difpenſe. Leave then theſe Sons of 
e Darkneſs to the Gloomy World , they 
« are fo fond of. Even That itſelf ſhall 
e teach them my eternal Truths, if they 
e but ſtudy it: Even That ſhall ſhew 
© them, what they loſe, in leaving me 
« for That: And Night itſelf, the Night 
« of worldly Purſuits ſhall point-out, to 
« the Night of their fleſh-burden'd! Un- 
e derſtandings the Knowledge er 7,4 to 
« lead them back to me. 

So then, dear Chriſtians, this Sunday, 
we are left to grope out our way through 
the thick Night of a bedarken'd World. 
So then Chriſt JIxsus, the Eternal Day, 
hath utter d a Word, And Holy Church, 


that t 


chat never- failing Day, which borrows all 
it's Light from Him, has ſhut up the Goſpel 


and 2 — every Ray of Evangelical 


Inſtruction from us. Come then, Fond 


Worldlings: Let us plunge, in good earneſt, 


into this World, we ate ſo fooliſhly ena- 
mour'd with ; and ſee what we can find in 


it ſo amiable, which merits, in our Hearts, a 


Preference to Heaven, Who knows, but 
Struggling through the impenetrable Miſt, 


thedrearyGlimmeringsof Joy, which hither- 


to deceived our pur-blind Underſtandings, 


may ſerve to ſhew us all the deformity of 


what we ſet our Hearts upon? Who knows, 
but Night to Night may point out Knowledge ; 
And we may — — by bought Experience to 
prefet Honour, Peace — Eaſe, to Shame, 
Anxiety and Labour; Grace to Guilt; eter- 


nal Beatitude, to temporal and eternal Mi- 


ſery; Glory to Shame, and Heaven to the 
World ? Strange unuſual Errand! To recur 
to a giddy World to purchaſe Wiſdom ? 
But ! Since we are ſent this Morning, let us 

go for once and learn at leaſt, - . 


I. What Encouragement This World, fo 
idolized, gives to it's Followers in the 
Purſuit, of it: 


"of What. Rewards in the Enjoyment | 


N of i 616 

III. What uſeful Reflections may be 
drawn from Both. © het; 
Vos. 1. Aa a 0 
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; ee Or: Loving Saviour! do not quite 
„ forſake us. Ungratefully as we have 


e acted hitherto, in ſlighting all thy Lights 
* and Graces; do not withdraw them wholly 
from us now, when we want them moſt. 
* But ſince thou judgeſt mete, this Day, 
*. to eclipſe thy Goſpel-Rays; O be thy- 
ſelf our Guide; and kindly -lead us, 
through this Labyrinth of Labour, Sin 
e and Ignorance and Error, to the ſmooth, 
„ ſafe, unerring Paths of ſolid Faith and 
% Piety. Shew us this fondled World, 
this Idol of Illuſion, in it's genuin Hor- 
« rors; that, ſeeing the Dangers which 
* our raſh Purſuit of it has till now expoſed 
us to, we may renounce it once for all, 
* and in good earneſt cling to Thee. 


I. It is an idle as well as ſuperſtitious In- 
duſtry, Beloved Chriſtians, to be at ſo much 
ſtudied Pains to conſult the Planets for the 
Evils which may befall us. What need is 
there to ſoar to the Skies, 'to ranſack the 
immenſe Volume of luminous Orbs, in 
ſearch of Calamities, which ſhew them- 


| ſelves but too ſoon, and which we want as 


many Eyes to bewail as we have Members 
to feel them? Ah! Every Houſe, every 
Heart is ſo plentifully ſtock'd with it's 
own, that every Tongue may cry out, with 


„Chap. x. Holy Jon, Pains are waging War upon 


me, And, alas, with what Fury are we not 


beſieged 


on Vacant Sunpay: 
beſieged and affaulted on every fide, in 


every Inſtant, by Miſeries of every kind? 
The skies, the Earth, the Elements: 


Strangers, Acquaintance, Domeſtic Friends ; 
All, as it were, in Conſpiracy againſt us, 
how variouſly, how ſucceſſively, how ſeverely 
do they not in their turns, ſurpriſe, aſſail 
and harraſs us? What Corner is there in 
this Exile, this Vale of Tears we are ſo 


attach'd to, which does not eccho fortng 
thoſe melancholy Accents : Pains are 


warring upon me? Woe is to me, cries 


© that Rich Man reduced, What cruel Re- 


“ yerſe of Fortune is it, which thus de- 
« yours my Rents, wrecks all my Traffic, 


* blights all my Harveſt, and moulders 


e away all my Subſtance. How am I non- 
* ſuited in every juſt Trial? How am! 
* frown'd away from Court? or How is 


* every Door ſhut to my Approaches? O 


3 Miſery, how do'ſt thou purſue me [ Ah! 


ee how ſeverely are Pains warring upon 


«© me?” Another diſappointed Murmurer 


ecchoes to the Former, Alas what Evil 


e Fate has robb'd me of this Darling, this 


„ Heir to my Eſtate, this Partner of my 
« Bed, this Boſom Friend, this Stay to all 


* my Hopes? O hapleſs Wretch! What 


« Pains are warring upon me! Again this 
Other languiſhing in Sickneſs, Ah, hg 
* cries, how has Diſeaſe disfigured this 
s once comely Frame of mine? How, has It 


A a 2 cc blaſted 
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<« plaſted all the Bloom of this admired 


* Countenance; admired by All, but ido- 


ec lized by me? How does this Fever parch 
* and wither me; how does this Ague chill 
* my very Vitals; ; how does this Gout, 
e this Rheumatifm, this Palſy nail me to 
te A Bed of Tortures? Ah! Why do I ſub- 
“ ſift thus ulcer d, rack d, thus rotting by 


degrees? Why do I live this agonizing 


« Life, not wholly Dead and ſcarcely hal 
Fi alive, while thus in every Part, Pains 


© are warring upon me.” Go where you 


will, ftay where you will, if You aſſociate 
with Men, what. can you hear but Cries 
like Theſs: *© What Sorrows are like mine, 
cries One? What Evils, crzes Another, 
* can there be, which may compare with | 
* thoſe 1 feel?” And You, who hear the 
Lamentations of them All, how do You - 
under-rate their joint Calamities confronted 


with your own? It you forbear expreſs Re- 


proaches, it is ten to One but inwardly you 


| fcorn them as Puſillanimous. Alas faint- 


{© hearted Creatures, yon fay within 
6 if you complain for ſuch mere Trifles 
e what would yo do in my Condition For 
* ah! what are ſuch Sufferings but Enjoy- 
„ ments compared with the Pains which 
«© are warring upon me?” $0 inſeparable 


2 


| 1s Miſery from every Station in the World. 


What then, Beloved Chriſtians ? Is this 
the Reception which the World affords to 
| nt 
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All it's favorit Followers? Yes : This makes 
ſome Part of it. But what is this? Alas; 


it is very Gentleneſs to what remains. As 


yet we have ſaid Nothing of fo many other 
ſtrange and frequent, ſevere and wringing 


Miſeries with which it's corrupted Hands 


are full. As yet we have not mention'd 
the Miſchiefs machinated under the laſci- 
vious Smiles of a Dalila. The revengeful 
Darts, the calumnious Stabs to Reputation, 
the murderous Defigns and butcherly At- 
tempts,. cover'd under the Friendſhips of a 
Joab; nor the Uſuries, Frauds, : Impo- 


ſitions, Opgratfon, Sacrileges and Blood-. 


ſhed hatch'd by Avarice, and brought to 


Effect by. the deſtrudtive Kiſſes of a Judas. 
And there is no Age, No Year, perhaps 


no Day or Hour in the Day, which is not 


Witnefs to ſome of Theſe, in every Nation, 


every City (and would to Gop } I could 


with full aſſuranee ſay, not almoſt under 


every Roof) in ſome Shape or another. I 
muſt never come to a 8 did 1 
undertake a detail of the Oppreſſions, under 
which the Poor are made to groan; of the 


Jealouſies and Envy with which the Power- 
ful are powerfully tormented; of the In- 


juſtices with which Merit is brow-beaten, 
nay often- times overwhelm'd. The Days 
of the longeſt Liver would not fuffice to 


give a ſlender Account of the Vices com- 


Wen in Courts; the Grievances done at 


the 
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the Bars of Juſtice; or the lingering Deaths 
which owe all their Miſchiefs to the Ig- 
norance, Avarice or Raſhneſs of the Faculty. 
Barely to number over the ſtrong Holds 
made for Fraud, Impoſture, Ignorance, 
Vice, 'Flattery, Impudence and Hypocriſy,” 


to triumph-in over Honeſty, Plain-dealing; 
| Senſe, Virtue, Sincerity, Modeſty and 


Piety, would demand an Age of Time. 
And if a Patriarchal Life would be too 
ſhort to enumerate all the bitter Evils which 


beſiege Mankind from the Cradle to the 


Grave; the only comfortable Reflection is, 
that no Man can live even long enough to 
feel one Half of the Miſeries which threaten 


and beſet himſelf. 


And can there then be Perſons neverthe. 
leſs ſo ſtrangely infatuated to a World thus 
wretched, as to have a Hankering after it? 
Can there be ſuch, did I ſay? Alas there 
are. Our own Hearts, theſe very Hearts, 
are ſo zealouſly devoted to it; that, even this | 
very Hour, while it is painted to our Under- 
ſtandings in all it's Deformity, all our Paſ- 


ſions are revolting with rage and impatience: 


So little can we bear to ſee the dear-loved 
Idol expoſed. This was the mad Diſorder 


never underſtood by that ſublime and pene- 


trating Genius, who underſtood fo much: 
St. Auguſtin | mean. What /ays the 
Saint, The World is full of Diſturbance, 


and yet is 0d by us! And yet we 


eagerly 


— 


a 
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World, Chriſtians, is for ever laying Snares 


1 You; continually perſecuting you; per- 


petually ill-uſing you: And yet are you 


t eagerly yearn after it! Ah! what ſhould 
« we do then, if it afforded Reſt?” The 


183 


attach'd to it? Alas then, what would you 


be; if, difarm'd of all it's Cruelty, it ſhould 
flatter you with proſpects of Peace and 
Safety ? See you not that the Traitor, having 


diſcover'd that no Injuries, no Ill-uſage can 
alienate your Affections from it, reaches 


even to the harraſſing you without Reſerve? 
Inſtead of gilding the bitter Pills, inſtead of 


ſweetening the murderous Potions it gives 


you, often does it feed you with rank 


unmingled Poiſon. Ah! rouze then for once 
the Delicacy of your Spirits, and ſuffer not 
ſuch Inſolence to triumph over your Pa- 
tience. Is it not a ſhame, that Souls ſo 
nobly form'd, and for ſuch noble Purpoſes, 
as yours are, ſhould meanly devote 'the 
Flower of all their Spirits to ſuch a ſhame- 
leſs, baſe, encroaching Enemy ? Hear then 
the Holy Ghoſt conjuring you, by the 


mouth of Sa LON: Give not your Honour 


to the Stranger, nor your Years to the 
Cruel, * If you will not renonnce the Ser- 
vitude of a Tyrant, which thus perſecutes 
you to deſtruction, from a Principle of Cou- 
rage; do it at leaſt from a Senſe of Reſent- 
ment. Has the World robb'd you of that 
| r who protected you againſt your Ad- 

8 ; verſaries; 


* Prov. v. 
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verſaries; of that beauteous Object who 
fomented your concupiſcence and animated 
your towering Expectations; of that Child, 
that only Spur to all your ambitious Views z 
or of that Eſtate the only Brat of all your 
Wiſhes? Has it forced the Prerogatives of 
your Merit to give Way to the more power- 
ful Intereſt of a worthleſs Competitor; 
help'd the Artifices of an Adverſary to weigh 
down the Juſtice of your Cauſe ; or built 
the Advancment of 'a Correſpondent upon 
the Ruins of your Fortune? O the Traitor | 
But what leſs could you expect from a pers 
fidious World: an implacable Enemy ever 
intent on your Deſtruction? Away then, | 
away with the intolerable Yoke : Shake off | « 
the traiterous Correſpondence: Reſolve, 
and be free: Revolt but againſt Slavery, 
and Liberty ſhall court you, Methinks, I 
ſee (and ah! how do I long to ſee) you ſet 
about it: That I may ſay to you, as St. Ful- 
gentius did to Theodore: I rejoice 
* with you, that now you trample with 
© Contempt upon that World, which, 
* while you loved it, trampled upon You.” 
But why do I waſte my Breath? + 


II. O Father, methinks you cry | There 
* need not ſo many Invectives, to rouze 

| % our Reſentment. We are not of ſo + 
33 * pacific a Compoſure, that we ean eaſily 
| <« love what hates us. Full ſenſible we 
dee, 


* — — — • ẽ5ũ⸗ͤ— — — 
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are, that the World has hitherto treated 
e us but rudely, Vet who knows, but, 
* after ſuch indignant uſage to us, It may 
* grow tired of it's Inſults, and it's own 
** Rage may blunt the Edge of it's abuſive 
*© Hatred. Was not Daniel, in the Den 
of Lions, beſet with every Terror: Vet 
& with what Glory did not he eſcape 
te them all? What Danger could exceed 
*. that of the Children in the firey Furnace? 
e Vet was the Evil in their Apprehenſions, 
© the only Evil they felt: And the Flames, 
*©. which, while barely threaten'd, made the 
e Matter of their Fears, were made in the 
te) Aſſay of them the Inſtrument of their 
*. Glory. Was not the chaſte Patriarch 
0 FJoſeph condemn'l to rot out Life in ig- 
„ noble Fetters? Vet were thoſe ignomi- 
* nious Irons temper'd into a glorious 
Crown of Liberty and Splendor, by his 
% Conſtancy in bearing them. If there are 
e Multitudes condemn'd to Miſery by the 
„ World; bow many too do we not bee: 
„ hold, who; by paying Homage to it, * 
*< attain to rejoicing, ſparklitig, and ma- 
* king a Figure, along with'it? Wherefore 
then may not We continue to ſerve” it 
„ with aſſiduity, in hopes of the like Re- 
* compence? But O Beloved Chriſtians 
of mine! How often are not thoſe 
abortive, for once that they prove esl 
ful? What a malicious Pleaſure does not 
Vo I. I. B b the 
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the Tyrant World take in baffling the Ex- 
pectations of it's Followers? And where it is 
moſt liberal in Rewards, how perfidious is 
It not in mingling every pleaſing Draught; 
it gives, with mortal Venom ? Say, Deareſt 
Fellow-Strugglers ; and, I conjure you, be 
ſincere: Did you ever taſte a Pleaſure in 
this World, which was not mingled with 
ſome Gall, ſome deathful Regret, like 
That poor Jonathan was wreck'd with, 
after a paſſing Taſte of the little Honey 
which had liked to coſt him ſo dear? © 
hapleſs me, did you not exclaim with him ? 
Hopi me! I did but taſte a little Honey 
Lo! I muſt die. Confeſs, O Lechers! 
Did you ever gather Roſes which were not 
over-purchaſed, conſidering the Thorns you 
were tortured with? O what Jealouſies! 
What Piques! What Contempts! What 
Tears! What Deſperations! What Rivalings! 
What Frenzies and what Dangers have not 
been the Fruits of your wanton Induſtries? 
--- Miſers! have you ever laid up any Sweets, 
which have not multiplied tormenting peace- 
deſtroying Worms in your Breaſt ? O what | 
Fears, what Loſſes, what Pains! What Anxie- 
ties, and what Agonies have you not che- 
riſh'd with the hoarded Heap? - Grandees! 
Did you ever hold the Rod of Power in your 


| _— which did not more than once 


change to a Serpent; not to. work Wonders 
at your Will, like that of Maſes, but to 


ſting. 
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ſting with the moſt bitter Senſe of the Miſery 


of your Station, with the livelieſt Senſe of the 


Poiſon mingled in the luſhious Draught your 
Ambition thirſted after ? O what fatiguing 
Affairs, what Diffidences! What Conſpiracies 
and Treacheries robb'd you of Reſt and 1 
Taſte of Pleaſure? 


Ahl the World might be base with, if it 
was Enemy only to thoſe whom it frowns up- 
on: But the worſt is, that it is a more bitter 


Enemy to all whom it flatters. The worſt, I 
ſay is, that, to triumph compleatly in it's 
Treachery, it often exerts, to the Torture of 
it's Adherents, thoſe very Objects, on which 
they built all their Expectations of Pleaſure 
or Profit. Is a Man by his Courage and 
Conduct arrrived to the dignity of a Gene- 
| raliſſimo, like Abner? The World ſhall 
y ſubſtitute a falſe Friend like Foas, 
to cut him off and ſucceed in his Honours. 
Is he: the Son of a Prince, a Prince himſelf, 


like Mephiboſeth? A treacherous Slave ſhall ' 
have it in his power to ſtep into his Lord's 


Inheritance, by the Aſſiſtance of Perjury, 
as Ziba did. Is a Man the Firſt-born of his 


Father, as Eſau was? What then? a Youn- 


ger Brother {hall diſappoint all his Hopes; 
by firſt getting the Start, as Jacob did, in his 
| Farent's Graces; and then ſtepping into the 


Eſtate: Even Kings themſelves are not fafe 


| with all their — uted Power. Even 
in * height of their Glory, Some foreign 


"ES 
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Conqueror, or Some domeſtic Traitor; pet- 
haps, to make the Miſery more ſtinging, 
Some favorit Child ſhall riſe in Arms againft 
him, to ſtrip him of bis regal Honours. And 
eould One find a Man on Earth endow'd 


with every Power, every Title to unenvied 


Happineſs ; was he another Chriſt; there 
would not be wanting Fudaſes in abundance, 

who, to promote ſome triffing Proſpect of 
Self. intereſt to themſelves, would {et him 


into the Arms of his moſt: cruel Enemies, 


tho' to be butcher'd by them and mangled. 
on an inſamdus Gibet. Where then is the 
Common- Senſe in repoſing a Confidence in 
a fickle, falſe, fantaſtic, fanhleſs World; 
where no Services bind, no Friendſhips ken- 
gage, no Blood. cements, no. Authority can 
give Security :- And not even Holyr Faith 


guarantees us from r Oppreſion, 


Guile and Perſecutions ?! 1.209. 07 
Alas, Dear Fellow-Chriſtias hppairanbel 


deceive us. Let us not judge of Human Hap- 


pineſs by the outſide Dreſs of Mani; vr we 
{ball ever be the Dupes of Error and Wnfion, 
Tear off the gaudy Velvets from this Man: 


Strip but that Woman of her glittering Trim 


kets: Remove but the Skreen of Silks, Bro- 
cades, and rich Attire and pompousEquipage, 


which hides to vulgar Eyes the'\ Wounds::and 


the ſecret: Sores of this exalted Man, of that 
Great Lady, who paſs upon the Pablici for 
happy: And what a load of bleeding An- 


guih 
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gail may we not diſcover in their Breafts / 
For believe me, Chriſtians; Theſe two 
Truths you may rely upon: Calamities pay 
no reſpect to Pomp or Splendor ; and in this 
Vale of Vanity, no fragrant Roſes grow with- 


out their pungent Thorns, no ſavory Fruits 


without their Venom. Naaman was a great 
Prince in his Country, the General in Chief 
of all the Forces of the King of Syria; a 

great Favorit. with his — — 
honourable, valiant and rich, as Holy 


9 
4 9 
w ” 
% 
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Writ informs us. But then! With all * 4 Ning; 


theſe Advantages; he was a: Leper. Haman 
wa a great Politician, and — himſelf 
by his Politics to the higheſt pitch of Glory 
a Miniſter could reach. But ahem 2 what did 
lie Eminence of his Station avail, but to ſerve 
him was a Scaffeld, to render his Infamy 
moreicon ſpicudus, Milien exalted on a Gibet? 


Nacbel and Eeab were both Ornaments of - 


theitiSex : This: for her Fruitfulneſa, and That 
for her uncommon:Reauty. But then were 
they not Both the Reptoach of it too: The 
Former: for her Barrenneſs, the Latter 
foc ler Deformity? To behold a Princely 
Abſalom at the head of a formidable Army, 
reuered for his riſing Greatneſs; admired fot 
his did A ce, and: univerſall 

mire his — Gtacefulneſs, wht. 
a Proſpect of enviable Glory does it not 
afford? But ah! To what matter of Pity 
en not the Scene ſhift, when. we behold 


him 
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him hanging from a Tree by his dich 
Locks; and ſee the curling Honours of his 
Head twiſted into a Wreath of Puniſhment' 
and Diſgrace for him ? Behold but a Royal 
Baltaſſar ſitting at his ſplendid Entertainment 
amidit a gaudy Train of Wives and Concu- 
bines ; attended by all his Nobles; feaſting 
on the moſt delicious Viands and. exquiſit 
Wines; ſerved up in Silver and Gold, and 
invited to Jollity and Mirth, by elegant 
Muſic, with whatever elſe can charm his 
Senſes and ſooth his Mind to Diſſipation 

of Care and Thought. Does the bare ideal 
Sight enamour you? Ah! be not dazzled 
into Error by the flattering falſe Appearance. 
In an inſtant ſhall you ſee this very ſame gay 
Thing all pale, dejected, ſcared and deeply 
melancholy. Three Words are written on 
the Wall by an inviſible Hand; and im- 
mediately all the ſplendid Scene i b reverſed 
into the melancholy Rehearſal of a — 
Tragedy upon the Eve of 1 
effectually. For This Object of Envy, 
whom you ſee thus rioting on the Summit 
of worldly Splendor, ſhall, e er the Mor- 
row's Sun ſets, be ſeen ſunk beneath: the 
Wounds of many a mortal Weapon and 
weltering in his own Blood. Does the 
Sight of a gaudy Fezabe/, looking from 
her Palace- Window, dreſt in all the f en- 
did Gew-gaws of Majeſtic Attire, c | 
you into admiration of her ? Have Patience 


but 
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but for a Moment. This is one of thoſe 
Wretched Mortals, who, through a long 
laborious and unwearied purſuit of the 
World, is now reaching to the ultimate 
Enjoyment of it. See then the glittering 
Thing, in. reward of all her paſt Fatigues 
in — Service of That, thrown out of her 
Window for Dogs to lick her Blood; and 
for Birds and Beaſts of Prey to feed on her 
Fleſh. Such, Such is the inviting Recom- 
pence of an Ungrateful World. Such is 
the Nature of this Idolized World: Either 
to grant it's Followers no Felicity, but 
rudely to declare open War with them; or to 
act the ſecret treacherous Perſecutor, and, 
granting them a paſſing Taſte of falſe Hap- 
pineſs, of ſeeming Honey, to embitter it 
with overpowering Gall and mingle it with 
lingering Poiſons, and inevitable Deaths. 
Go then, Fond Mortals! if ſuch Treatment 
enamours you, go on in the Purſuit of a 
perfidious World, which as you ſee; and as 
St. Cyprian witneſſes, Smiles with a cruel 
Intent; flatters with a Purpoſe to de- 
* \ceive; and decoys out of a monreptofs 
Deſign. ve 

But, methinks, I hear you anf wer me: 
% Well then, if the World be ſuch as it 
now appears to be; we muſt even hence- 
forth flee from it. We muſt even take a 
Voyage to the Eaſt ; re- people the long- 
1. Deſerts of "Thebais ; and, thus 
Wy lading 
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* leading Mankind into Woods, make 


te one grand Wilderneſs of the World.” 


But ah Chriſtians, The World is in your- 


ſelves: It goes every where with you; and 
is not confined to the Towns you inhabit. 
To quit the World intirely, you muſt quit 
yourſelves in part: And to do this; un- 
doubtedly, one efficacious Means would be 
the renouncing communication with the 
noiſy Multitude, for a Life of Retirement 


and Solitude. Such then among you ay 


are at liberty to do ſo, would do excellently 
in ſo doing. Still to ſay thus much to All, 


would be ſaying too much. It is not to 


make you all flee from the World, that I 
have painted it to you thus odious, thus 
like itſelf. The tender Love indeed which I 
have for You All, makes me earneſtly wiſh, 


that my little Labours might induce you to 


flee from it's Ill-uſage. And O would You 
had but your own Intereſt at Heart as much 
as I have it for you ! Soon would vo be out 
of the Reach of all it's Inſults. 

A great Number of the 1/raelites,; in the 
Wilderneſs, were vifited, I remember, by 
Death arm'd with the borrow'd Sting of 
avenging Serpents. And Moſes, to cure the 


| remaining Part of them, cauſed a brazen 


Image of a Serpent to be erected in a conſpi- 
cuous Part of the Deſert, where Every-One 
who found himſelf wounded mi ght behold 
it, and ſorid himſelf of the Verors imbibed. 
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In fact, no ſooner did they look on the 
Serpent in Effigy, than they found the Vir- 


193 


9 


tue of it ſuperior to That of the real Serpents; - 


whoſe Poiſon evaporated through their 
Pores, in meaſure as they inhaled the Anti- 
dote by their Eyes. O Chriſtian Worldlings, 
or rather worldly-minded Chriſtians! Not 
unlike to theirs is your wretched Condition. 


You are miſerably ſtung by a venomous 


World: You, O Ambitious, by it's bloating 
Honours : You, O Covetous, by it's corrupt 
Intereſts: You O Lecherous Men, by it's 
putrid Pleaſures: You O vain-glorious Wo- 
men, by it's puffy - Vanities... Ah look 
then, fix a ſerious Eye, on the ſame World 
in Effigy; and I pronounce you cured, 
For, as a Reverend Author * obſerves, 
“ Juſt as the Sight of the Serpent was the 


ee beſt Antidote to it's Infectious Sting, ſo 


e 
© ledge of It. Obſerve but how this Ser- 


pent-World, ſwells at the coſt of ſo many 
unhappy Creatures, who, after having too 
_ faithfully adhered to it, are now condemn'd, 


by the Traitor, to dragg on a deplorable 
Old-Age in Want, Oppreſſion, Contempt 


and every diſtreſsful Anguiſh. Nay look 
but to the Treatment Yourſelves have met 
with from it, in return for all your aſſiduity 


in following it: And if it has, as I dare 


believe it has, treated you but rudely, but 


ungratefully ; learn, from is paſt Uſage, 
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what you have to truſt to for the Future, 
Learn, by Experience, to hate it, to flee it, 
to quit it's infamous Service, from the noble 
Principle of a juſt Reſentment. Nay, if It 
has even treated you with Reſpect; the 
more Reaſon have you to miſtruſt and de- 
teſt it. For be perſuaded, that, Thoſe 
whom it favours, It means to betray. Be 
aſſured that, one day or other, It will 
groſly ill- treat even You. - Try then to be 
before-hand with it: Prevent it's Malignity 
and hate it, flee from it, ſhake off it's 
ſhameful Yoke by way of Caution. 
- You have now ſeen, Beloved Auditors; 
nay, I dare ſay You have already felt the 
bitter Fruits of following this deceitful 
World. And what is there in them, which 
may reaſonably encourage you to perſiſt in 
following it on? . You have heard, and Hea- 
ven grant You do not Many of you actually, 
to your Sorrow, taſte the Recompences It 
has to give to it's Followers in the enjoy- 
ment of it. Tell me then, what is there in 
theſe Rewards ſo delicious, to enamour you 
with the Donor of them ? If you can diſcern 
Aught in this Maze of Miſeries, for the 
thick Night of Sin, Ignorance, Folly and 
Error, in which it is involved; what is it 
you can ſee but what muſt point- out to you 
the horrid Folly of your benighted Souls 
in being ſo Fond of it? O learn then to 
draw, from theſe Truths, ſuch Reflections 
+ : 48 
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as may light-up your Underſtandings and 
give you the Knowledge neceſſary to extri- 
cate yourſelves from that gloomy Labyrintn 
in which you have been hitherto ſo ſtrangely 
bewilder d. | | 


III. The principal Reflections, Beloved, 
which I could with you, for the preſent, to 


make, are THREE, The Firſt, I have to 


'offer to you, is a ſerious Scrutiny of your 
own Conduct in Life, in order to find out, 
whether You have not by your own Irregu- 
larities, and ſinful Practices, ſmooth'd the 
Way for thoſe Calamities which overwhelm 
you in the World: And if you find in your- 
ſelves plenty of Faults ; begin the Reforma- 
tion of the World, by reforming yourſelves, 
The Ship, in which Jonab was navigating 
to: Tharſis, was freighted with the Cauſe of 
2 Tempeſt in his Diſobedience : No wonder 
therefore, that Danger overtook it in a 
Storm. A Contraſt of jarring Winds, tem- 

peſtuouſly blowing, raiſed a Sedition in the 
Seas; and Death, riſing bolder and bolder 
on every ſwelling Wave, burſt in upon the 
Veſſel's Side, to ſtare the anxious Mariners 


in the Face. But the Mariners leſs frighted 


than alarm'd at an Aſpect they are grown 
familiar to, have recourſe to Art to repel 
the threatening Danger. The Sail, thee 

& Maſter cries, is too full; it takes too 


* much Wind: Let it be reeved, let it 


2 ; 
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cc be contracted,” The Sail is contracted > 


And ſtill the Storm encreaſes. The Yard 
« is ſtill too high: Let it be lower d. 
The Yard is lower'd : Still the Storm gathers 
Strength. © Lighten the Ship; Out then 

«< with theſe Goods: Out with thoſe weal- 
« thy Merchandizes : Out with the whole 
Cargo, ſo we ſave but our Lives,” What 
will not a Man give in Exchange for his 
Life? The Veſſel is lighten'd; but alas 


to what purpoſe, when the Hardneſs of 


Weather bears upon it heavier and heavier ? 
At length, every Stratagem of Navigation 
exhauſted, true Sailor-like, they apply to 
that Remedy, which, tho' it ought to be 
the Firſt, is, generally ſpeaking, the Laſt : 
In a word, they have recourſe to Goo. 0 
Lord! Thou who has't the Winds and 
* the Waves in Subjection; and reigneſt 
<< over Us and the Elements, forbid: them 
«© to perſecute us any longer: We beſeech 
« thee, O Lord, let us not periſh.” Here 
the Holy Father St. Jerome, fixes himſelf 
in high Contemplation on this joint Fluctua- 
tion of Waters and Human Spirits ; and, 
eyeing a Number of Men thus uſeleſsly 
buſted in contracting Sails, deſtroying Tac- 
kle, caſting Anchor, throwing over-board 
Merchandize, and offering Vows, © Away, 
* he cries, away with this fruitleſs In- 
** duſtry, The Cauſe of your Calamities is 
quite other than you conceive it. Throw 
2 c over 
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* over that Fonab, throw over that Fonah, 


*© who is the Bane of your Peace. Remove 
ic the Cauſe of the Storm, and the Storm 
& ſhall loſe all it's power.” Even ſo was 
it in Fact: Jonah caſt out of the Veſſel the 
Tempeſt was ſpent. | 


Woman, poor afflicted Woman, wedded or 


rather fetter'd with ſome Savage ! Does your 
inſeparable Tyrant, at every Turn, when the 
Brute prevails within him, force you to ſwal- 
low many a bitter Pill of Grief and Pain? And 
do your Children, tredding in their Father's 
Steps, deſtroy your Peace; and, with unna- 
tural Inſolence of Uſage, prey upon your very 
Vitals? Alas, poor Struggler in a Sea of 
Sorrow! Forſaken long- ſince by Health and 
Strength, and Peace and Reſt, are you but 
juſt enough alive to feel the Miſery of a pro- 
tracted Death? Ah ſearch within your Soul 
and ſee, if ſome undue Attachment, ſome 
ſinful Vehemence of Paſſion or Affection is 
not lurking there, and furniſhing your ad- 
verſe Fortune with freſh Matter to torment 


you, And if you find it; throw it out 


immediately. Throw out the Fonah, and 
and the Storm ſhall ceaſe.” You, O Man 
of Subſtance, find your Affairs going wrong, 
your Wealth decreaſing, your Wants aug- 


menting : Your Merchandizes are wreck d, 


the Demands upon you are more than you 
can anſwer, and your Credit begins to fink: 
Or your Lands yield not their uſual Tribute, 

Th | your 
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your Houſes, your Barns are conſumed by 
Fire, your Credit at Court diminiſhes; and, 
ſpite of all your proſtitutions of Conſcience 
to gain Favour there, you are turn'd out. of 


your Employments, or cannot attain to 


Preferment, Ah! look into the Cauſe, 
ſearch within you for the Author of your 
Misfortunes, Is there no charitable Legacy, 

no pious Gift, no Poor Man's Patrimony 


confuſely buried in, and ſwallow'd up by 
your other Wealth? Throw out then theſe 


Seeds of Deſtruction ; Throw out this Can- 
kerworm which gnaws .away your lawful 
Subſtance ; © Throw-out this Jonah, who is 


0 the Cauſe of the Storm you are threaten'd 


© to be overwhelm'd by. Throw out this 
*© Jonah, and the Storm ſhall ceaſe.” 

O my dear Country! Tis now for many 
Generations paſt, that a furious Tempeſt has 
been agitating Thee, and venting all it's 
Rage upon thee: Witneſs the ruinous Con- 
dition Thou ar't already in: Thy nobleſt 
Blood extinct, or on the point of being ſo, 


the largeſt Patrimonies quite conſumed, or 
haſtily conſuming, or mingled with ignoble, 


ill-gotten, ſelf-deſtroying Dirt: Whole Fa- 


milies extirpated, or totally impoveriſh' d: 


Trade in a languiſhing Condition: Whole 
Multitudes, almoſt, yearly ſwept away by 
epidemic Peſts: Whole Cities frequently 
conſumed to Aſhes: Whole Counties half 


unpeopled, and little better than half ſtarved. 


And 
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And what is worſe: The Storm, inſtead of 


blowing- over, riſes more and more: the 
Tempeſt gathers Strength; and the tumul- 
tuous Seq of Evils which overwhelm' us 
ſwells continually, Not all the Arts of 
human Policy we have recourſe to, ate able to 
aſſwage the Fury of it's Surges, which foam 
with ſuch inceſſant Rage, as if they would 
ſwallow-up intire the already ſhatter'd Re- 
mains of this ſinking Bark. O Dear-loved 
Land! muſt I be forced to talk to thee thus 
in an Allegory ; for want of the heart to 


reproach thee more openly? Muſt my 


Bowels of Tenderneſs for thee ' oblige me 
to conceal thy Corruption; rather than 
raiſe a Bluſh in thee by expoſing thy Miſery 
to open day? Yet does the Public Good 
call aloud for ſome Public Spirit whoſe 


Zeal may hunt-out the lurking Fonebs, who, | 


with the aliment of public iniquity, nouriſh 
the Fury of the Heavens againft you. Tell 


me then, dear-loved Compatriots, how is 


the Scale of Juſtice managed among you? 
How are your Accounts with Heaven bal- 


lanced? Is there no Fonah of Hereſy, In- 


fidelity or Impiety lurking amidſt you? 
Does Decency alone direct your Garb, to 

che promotion of public Decorum; or 
rather, does not indecent Luxury add 
ers Scandal to private Vanity? Does 
Modeſty accompany your Converſe; or ra- 
ther, does not Impudicity pollute it? What 

he 8 are 
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are the Courtſhips every where carried on 


among you: Communications of Innocence 


or Fire- brands of Senſuality ? What your 
Traffics: Correſpondences of Honeſty or 
ſo many Combats of Fraud? What Faith 


is there in You, O Men? And what is your 
Modeſty, O once reſerved Sex? Where is 
the Edification to be ſeen in old Men? 


Where the Piety and Zeal to be found in 
Eccleſiaſtics? Where is your Chriſtian Be- 


haviour in the Streets, in your Shops, in 
our Houſes, in your Aſſemblies, in your 
rg in your Cloſets, nay in Church; 
O How many Fonahs are every- where to be 
found! How many Criminals! How many 
Crimes! If then there are; ah! throw them 


out directly and 1 the Storm. Let 
a 


every One bear a Part in lightening the 
Public Load, by removing the Matter of the 
public Calamity; and “ throw out his 


* Fonah,” For, depend upon it, the Hea- 


vens will never ceaſe to perſecute us, till 


Ve ceaſe to cherith the matter of their Fury. 


Tempeſts will never make Peace with, this 
Nation, till this Nation makes Peace with 
Gop. This, Chriſtians; This then is the 


Firſt Reflection you ſhould make, at Sight 


of the horrid Treacheries you now diſcover 
in this illuſive World: That the only ſure 
way to better the World effectually is to 
begin by the Betterment of your own Lives 
and Manners. . 

The 


N On Vacant. SUNDAY. "7 
The Second is, that, ſince the World is ever 3 
thus Miſerable, thus traiterous, we ſhould — - Þ} 

never bear to renounce Gop fot the World. 
It is forever either barefacedly afflicting you, 

or ſoothingly betraying you: In ſhort as 
| Be on beſt expreſſes it, The Whole World 

is forever ſet in Miſchief. * Ah Chriſtians! st. Fat 
Be yourſelves then for once, and treat this?-F 
Traitor-World, like a Traitor as it is. Let 

it threaten you or attempt to flatter you into 
at's Service: Anſwer it as that intrepid Soldier 

of Chriſt St. Dio/corusdid the Emperor Decius. 

After cauſing him to be dragg d to the Foot of 

his Throne, the haughty Emperor demanded 

his Name. Iam a Chriſtian, replies the Saint. 

Your Family? Jam a Chriſtian. Your Cour. 
try? Your Profeſſion? And to every Queſtion ' 
ſtiil the Sum of the ſacred Hero's Reply is: I 
am a Chriſtian. © Inſolent Chriſtian, be 
% Tyrant replies | Is it thus thou dare'ſt to in- 

“ ſult imperial Majeſty ? Learn then to fear 0 
\< it's Authority by feeling the Weight of it's q: 
* Indignation. Let him be loaded withIronss © 

* Let his Fleſh, be torn piece-meal from his 

% Bones; and let him be put to the moſt tor- | 

e turing Death.” Be it ſo, ſays the Martyr: 

Tam ready to bear it all; for I am 4 Chriſtian. 

'Tis done, He is ſcourged, he is beat, he 

is bruized; with Iron Scorpions they tear 
his ſpotleſs Fleſh from off his Ribs ; and then 
apply to his naked Entrails flameing Fire- 
brands. Still the Chriſtian Champion's 

Vor. I. Dd Firmnels 
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Firmneſs encreaſes with the encreaſing Rage 
of Cruelty. Still, with the Joy of a Paradiſe 
in his Heart, and all the Harmony of Grace 
upon his Tongue, his conſtant Note is this, 
T am a Chriſtian. Thus baffled all the 


Force and Arts of Cruelty, the Martyr 
triumphs and the Tyrant foams. ** What? 


= he exclaims, with all the aſtoniſhment of 


ve diſappointed Fury. Is there no coming at 
* the Souls of theſe Chriſtians? What are 


* they then made of? Surely of Iron or of 


e Flint. But no: Theſe yield to Fire and 
ze steel; while Thoſe more harden'd ſtill, re- 
fiſt them Both. However --- Softneſs will 
« oftentimes prevail where Rigour loſes 
* Ground, The Marble, which blunts the 
e Artiſt's ſharpeſt Tool, will yield at laſt to 
Oil . . Well thought on 1* T he Hint is im- 
proved. A Bed of Delicacy is prepared, to 
Hoke the Hero Conſtancy by a new- invented 
way. His Wounds are bathed; his Sores are 


— 


* 
A 


cc 


dteſt; he is put to Bed, tied-down with ſilken 


Bands; and, when reſtored to Reſpit from his 


Pains, a beau teous Proſtitute is brought to him, 


to aſſaſſinate (if poſſible his Soul) whoſe very 
Body almoſt ſeem'd invulnerable. Ol here in- 


; decdi is Cauſe ſufficient to make the moſt In- 


trepid. tremble. O What Artifices.! What 


Looks! WhatSmiles! What Geſtures! What 


Language! And what diabolic Means did not 


this Inſtrument of Hell recur-to, in hopes to 


conquer Chriſts unconquerable Soldier! But 
{4 all 
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all in vain :Thanks, deareſt Saviour, to thy all- 
ſufficient Grace. As long as the Female F iend 
continues to attack his Purity with bare Ex- 
preſſion, the Saints repels her Ihſolence with 
all the moſt bitter keen Reproaches which 
| Holy Indignation could ſuggeſt. ' But fin wg 
elf too rudely preſt at, leng th; for n 
of other Safe- guard to his ity, he calls. 
his Tecth to his Defence, bites-off his ſacred 
Tongue, and ſpits it bloody in the Wretche's 
Face; Liſping-out, in cliptandrokenSolnds, 
the weighty Words: Jam à Chriſtian.” _ 
O Chriſtians of mine! You poſe hes not Gs 
aſſerted your being ſuch, in. t 
Manner. 'The Flatteries with whi 15 5 the 
World attempts to ſooth you, are not 75 | 


vigorous as 'heſe : The Tortures, yi 
which It perſecutes you, are not equ 
thoſe of this courageous ( Chriſtlar: mY LY 
St. Paul ſays to his Hebrew Diſcs 
You bave not yet reſted” b unto Blood: 
in ſtriuing againſt Sin. The moſt the », * Heb. xii. 
World does to flatter you, is the fayi 1s 
et, Be ou muſt try to reach to This . . 
bat high Poll, that You may den n upo 
< a Footing with Others. But 
Path which leads to it is frew'd with N 
With Oppreſſion, with Perfidy: There is 15 
ne in it which leads to Gop. 
what leſs then can you ay than, It Eo 
a Path for me: Tama Chrift ian. yo. of is 
* World 5 . muſt be of this 
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te vicious Party; you muſt ſhare in that 
* criminal Pleaſure; or you muſt lend a 
© hand of help, or Connivance to this 
© Other guilty Purſuit; or diſoblige your 
« Companions.” And is it fo difficult 
a Matter to reſiſt and anſwer, I am à Cbri- 


Lian ? In ſhort, ſays the World: © You 


«© muſt not be ſeen ſo often at Church 
« and ſo ſeldom at Plays; or you wilt be 
<< laugh'd at for a Devout. What, think 
rc you, will People ſay, if you are more pious 
* than the reſt of your Neighbours?” Ah 
Chriſtians! A mighty deal of Courage fure 
then js required to reſiſt ſuch ſenſeleſs ſug- 
geſtions, hat you cannot repel them, with 
That reaſonable Anſwer, I am a Chriſtian. 
And yet how ſeldom do you reſiſt them? 


How often have Regards like Theſe ſuch 


Prevalence over you, as almoſt to make you 
bluſh at your Chriſtianity, every time you are 
caught in any Duty of it which is grown un- 
faſhionable with the World ? How Many of 


you, perhaps, would long ſince have em- 


raced, not only a virtuous, but, a Holy 
Life! How Many would promptly and 


9 


chearfully anſwer all the gracious Invi- 
tations of Gon to Perfection! but for 
But for what? Ah! what has put a ſtop to 
ſuch fine Inclinations, if it be not the want 
of Courage and Reſolution to break with 
the World in good earneſt, to trample un- 
der foot it's ſervil Reſpects, and ſpurn at 
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it's corrupted Maxims? You then, O fayour'd 
Souls, favour'd with a happy Bias to De- 
votion! Ah! ſpeak Tod the unmanly 
Arguments with which You are, Each, ſo 
induſtrous to deceive yourſelves. 3 
* O how much ſweeter to my Soul, would 
*© not the Company of my dear crucified Re- 
«© deemer be than all the Converſe of Man- 
* kind! O how would I prefer to Courts a 
e bleſſed Solitude, where, with my Sa- 
ce yiour's cruental Wounds in view, I might 
«© contemplate his exceſs of Love and Good- 
« neſs for me! But - if I quit all Converſe 
« with the World; what will the World 
* ſay? Gladly would I exchange the Pro- 
e fanity of Theaters, Aſſemblies, Drawing- 
Rooms and Balls for the Holineſs of 
« Gop's Sanctuary; and the Intemperance 
« of earthly Entertainments for the delicious 
= ar of the Euchariſt. But if I ſhould 
te be often ſeen at the Altar; what would 
« the World ſay? Every time I put on this 
% gay, this ſplendid Attire, the Rag of 
«© Purple which my Saviour wore, and 
4 which ſcarcely (nay, not even ſcarcely) 
% conceal'd one Half of his precious livid 
% Wounds, reproaches me with the crying 
_ *©' Contraſt between his ſtudied Poverty, 
and my affected Finery. Fain would I 
*« therefore lay aſide theſe gaudy, unbecom- 
ic ing Trappings; yes unbecoming for me 
„ whoatm a Chriſtian, a Follower of tatter'd 
SY you . 2 | ec Jesvs. 
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« Jxsus. But if I throw them off; what 
« will the World ſay? What Smiles! 
„ What Laughter! What Jokes! What 
e Nods and Winks, and Shrugs will not 


* enſue? In ſhort, What will the World 
both think and lay; ; -nay do? Or rather 
« what will It not do?“ 


Thus Du. O Baſe, O wicked World! 
Wilt thou then never put an End to 


the rude War thou haſt carried: on againſt 


the living Gop :? In vain then hast thou 
been ſubdued by Chriſt's. Example, con- 
founded by his Doctrins, and outlaw d by 

his Anathemas ? O proſcribed World. "which 
no Example can prevail upon us 10 quit; 
no Experience of traiterous Falſhood du 
awake us to the knowledge of ; no. Love of 
Gop will ſuffice to make us deteſt! O feeble 
impotent, and yet prevailing World] How 
long wilt thou be the ideal Terror. of-theſe 
Souls; which, figliting under the Standard 
of the Go bf Hoſts, were made to conquer 
thee; and which, if they would once re- 


ſolve in earneſt, might become thy Con- 


querors and Judges ? Ah dear deluded Bre- 
thren ! | Reſpect | and ferye and flatter, this 
your beloved World; as mueh as you pleaſe: 


Never will you be able to prevail upon it to 


treat you one jot more tenderly, more com 
plaiſantly, than it has done hitherto. Judge 
then Vourſelves, whether or not it can be 
to 1785 Intereſt, for the. fake of ſuch a 
; faithleſs, 
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faithleſs, fraudulent and thankleſs Tyrant, 
to diſpleaſe your Gracieus Gob, and ſacri- 
fice your precious Souls. tr Ha 

But This is not all. Another Reflection 
ſtill remains to bring this Sermon to an End. 
And O! may it fix fo deeply in your Souls 
as that this plain Diſcourſe may never have 
an End in your Remembrance. Take the 
Reflection then juſt as it naturally flows from 
what has hitherto been faid. The Night of 
this baſe World examin'd-into, pointeth-out 


Knowledge to our benighted Minds: And 


now if we are not obſtinately blind, we 
muſt ſee, that the World is an implacable 
Enemy to all it's Followers. Therefore let 
us once for all, and that fincerely, and 
that effectually, turning our Backs upon it, 
throw ourfelves ints the gracious Arms of 
the Almighty, our tender loving Parent. 
O what a fine Example of ſuch a noble Re- 
ſolution is ſet us by the Sacred Spouſe in the 
Canticles. Beaten, wounded, and ſtript, as 
She was, of her Choiceſt Ornaments, She 
recur'd to no earthly Balſoms to alleviate 
her Pain; to no earthly Friends, to relieve 
ber Diſtreſs; to no earthly Garments, to 
cover her Diſgrace; to no earthly Judges, 
to do Juſtice to her injured Innocence. The 
World tteated her after it's accuſtom'd man- 
ner of treating Others: But by her, who 
was too wiſe to be one of It's Followers, It 
was baffled ſcorn'd and trampled-on, in a 
* manner 


V. 
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manner very different from what It was 


ever uſed to be by Others. And how then 


did She treat It? Juſt as you ſhould, Be- 
loved; and juſt as I would fain perſuade 
you All to do, It's Injuries received with 
paſſive Scorn, She takes no Pains to return 
or even . repel them :, But ſtraitway runs in 


- ſearch of her beloved Spouſe ; flees anxious 


to her Gop alone. They fliruck me, they 
wounded me, they took away my Cloak. I 
adjure you, O Daughters of Feruſalem, if 


=  . you ſhall find my Beloved, that you tell bim 
i *Canticles I languiſb for love. The World does 


ſometimes indeed cloath it's Adherents : But 
ſcarcely are they cloathed when She ſtrips 
them again. In a Moment, ſays St. Am- 


Broſe and he ſays truly, In a Moment all 


<© theſe Earthly Things vaniſh away. And 
«often is worldly Honour fled. paſt us be- 
<« fore we are well ſenſible of It's ever having 
<< been preſent with us.” Nay the Tyrant, 
not content with —— Followers of 
the Dreſs, It juſt puts on them, for the ſake 
of inſulting them, It even for the molt part 
leaves them cruelly wounded, The In- 

ſtances it affords us of this kind of cruel 
Treachery are ſo ancient, and yet fo recent, 
fo various, and yet ſo frequently alike, that 
we mult bid Defiance to our Senſes to be 
blind to them. O what a ſpecious Garment: - 
is an exalted Poſt! What a Rich Mantle 


is a wealthy Inheritance? What a ſplendid 


Habit 
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Habit is a confiderable . Dower ? + What a 
dazzling Attire is not an eminent Title ? 
But ahh what Spoils, what Fleecings, what 

Wounds generally enſue? O happy, hap- 
ine) 1 they a happy Wounds, if 
at 0. r ny 10 to 
Gop? - 2 17 5 

4 dnn not e. Calamitics the Romans 
bliglonnddr,; in the auſpicious Age of the 


great St. Gregory, which had the efficacy to 


make them humble themſelves before Gp. 
But fortunate for them, I know, muſt be 


every; Misfortune which could bring them 
to ſo happy a Reſolution. . And ſo it was : 
Sutfeited with continued Inſults of a World 
which they had homaged and ſerved in 


vain, they found no other Remedy to their 


anſupportable Evils, after all, than to throw 
themſelves into the Arms of 'Gop for Relief, 
* Hitherto, /ays that Holy Paſtor: to them, 
e the World lay'd: hold of our Fondneſs 
for ãt to alienate us from Gop/:- But now is 
that ſame World ſo bloated with Cruelty, 


% that the very Wounds it has given us 


e tranſmit us back to Gop. O Deareſt Fel- 
low. Chriſtians! If then our own Times are, 


as They certainly are, worſe than the worſt o 


\ * 1 9 


Times paſt; why are not we, why do not we 
labour to be, better than the beſt Livers be- 

fore us? If the World is grown baſer, more 
cruel and more treacherous, than it ever yet 
was 3. why do not we, fired with a holy 


Vor. I, Ee Reſentment, . 
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Reſentment, deſpiſe it, trample it under foot 
in our Affections, and reſolutely turn our 
Backs on it forever, to ſeek with generous 
Ardour our Sovereign Security in Gop, as 
Others have done? O ſtrange Perverſity! 
Unaccountable Obſtinacy, thus to live in a 


perpetual Jealouſy of our ultimate Good; 


as if a cruel perfidious Tyrant, like the 
World, was more worthy than He to give 
the Bias to our Tenderneſs of Soul! O my 
all- bounteous Gop! Is then the Manner, in 
which thou receiveſt to thy Arms Thoſe 
who ſincerely eling to Thee, ſo very un- 
courteous, that Running to thy Embraces 
ſhould ſeem too rude a Task, even when 
the Enemy is cloſely preſſing on us? Ah 
injured Majeſty! To ſee, in Many of thy 
Creatures, ſuch Averſion for Thee and ſo 
much Sympathy for the World, who would 
not imagin, if Thou was't not known in all 
thy Works of Mercy, that thou did'ſt feed 
thy Friends with Gall and Poiſon more bit- 
ter and deſtructive than the moſt bitter Cup 
of Death, the Tyrant World can give? 
But O how different is thy Conduct! O 
how (to uſe the experienced Prophet's 
Words) * How Good is the Go of Tjrael to 
the Upright of Heart! O how ſweetly” pe- 
netrating to the Soul are not the endearing 
Terms, with which thou inviteſt us to lay 
aſide our cauſeleſs baſe Miſtruſt of Thee! 
O Chriſtians ever dear to me! Hear, and 
| let 
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let your Souls melt with grateful Tenderneſa 


in hearing, with what Endearments our 
good Gop benignly promiſes to careſs and 


cheriſh All who ſeek him in good earneſt : 


Ye ſhall ſuck; at the breaſts ye ſhall be 
carried; and upon the Knee ye ſhall be 


footh'd. As one whom his Mother fondleth,. 


fo will I comfort you, Have you never 
eyed a tender Mother paſſionately affected 
for her new-born Infant? Have you never 


obſerved with what tranſports of Softneſs, ſhe 


laces him on her Knees, hugs him, careſſes 
Fim and liſps to him a thouſand ſoothing, 


altho not underſtood, Expreſſions of her 


Love? How does ſhe cheriſh, fondle, cheriſh 
and contemplate the dear, the darling Object; 
and when ſhe gives him Suck, how does 
ſhe preſs him to her Breaſt, as if ſhe mean'd 
to lodge him in her Heart, or, with her 


Milk, to infuſe her very Soul into him? 
Vet is all this but an unworthy groſs Idea 


of the Careſſes, Endearments and Delights 
with which Almighty Goodneſs will regale 
the Souls of Such, as candidly renounce the 
World for God. O my loved Brethren! 


O that You could but taſte for once the 


precious: Conſolations of a Soul favour'd by 
Gop, + becauſe enamour'd with Gop! O 
that I could but give you an Idea of that 
Paradiſe which the Juſt enjay. within them- 
ſelves, even out of Paradiſe; of thoſe 
$weets, which, in their heavenly Conteme 


e 2 plations, 
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plations, lift them above their Senſes and 
(in ſome fenſe) raviſh - their very Bodies 
out of the Fleſn; of that ſacred. Ardor 
which enflames them to Degree of emu- 
lation with the Angels, and even almoſt to 


the transforming them to Seraphims in 


Fleſh; of thoſe bleſſed hdd of Joy, 
which drowning them, as it were, in an 
Ocean of Delight, cannot be felt: without 
exſtatic Swoonings ; of thoſe Tenderneſſes, 
in a word, and thoſe Raptures of fore· taſted 
Bliſs, which They both conſume themſelves 
in and feed upon! O could I but, I yay, 
give you one ſhort, one paſſing Taſte of 
Theſe; then you ſhould own, that Gon 
knows how to keep his Word with his 


. , Ele&; and that it is infinitly to Every Chri- 


ſtian's Intereſt to renounce the World to 
cleave to Goo. { 92 bot G3) 
But what then detains you, that Yo 
not taſte them all? By this time; I Hopi 
the heavy Clouds of Inconſideracy) which 
ſunk your Minds and buried your very Sen- 
ſes in the dead Night of Senſuality, are 
ſomewhat diſperſed. And nom II fain 
vould flatter my juſt Wiſhes with the Aſ- 
ſurance, that the thick Night of this cruen- 
tal treacherous World hath pointed out, to 
your undeceived Underſtandings, Knowledge 
enough to enable you to force your Way, 
through it's intricate gloomy: Wiles, and 
reach the purer Ather of Gop's enlighten. 


ing 
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ing: Faith in the ſteady purſuit of Chriſtian 
Perfection. Yourſelves are Eye-witneſſes 

of the Miſeries the World is full of; and'f& 
exorbitant They are in fact, that if there: be 

left in you the leaſt Spark of Spirit, that 
World muſt remain void of one fingle Bait 

to allure you to it. For, as St. Auguſtin has 

ſaid and much more we may ſay, The 
World is now ſo maul'd with à variet7 
of guilty Scars, that it has loſt the very 

95 3 of a Deceiver. How ſtrange - 

ly infatuated then with voluntary Blindneſs 

muſt not We be, if we ſhould henceforth 
follow ſuch a World? Ah! what then, after 

all, can it coſt us; what ſhall we risk; if we 

try, at length, whether Gop has not Some - 

thing better to beſtow? Taſte then and ſee 7 
that the Lord is feet, * Truſt not to the * 2 
Saints who proteſt, that they want both Ac n 
cents and Ideas to expreſs the ſweet. exceſ- 
ſes of Divine Beneficence which they ex- 
perience, and which are mere eaſily felt 

than utter d. But then, on the other fide; 
neither give credit to 'the Wicked, who 
baſely figure Gop a nigardly, auſtere, inex- . 
orable Being. No: Truſt not to Either: 
But taſte and ſee; and then believe your- | 
ſelves. Where will the mighty Miſchief 
be? The Vears, the Months, the Days 

you have to live may be many; may be 
few; and may, for Aught you know, be 
_ on After having then hitherto con- 


ſumed, 
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ſamed, nay waſted, ſo many Years with and 


for the World; venture to ſpend the reſt 


which are to come, many or. few, with 
Gop and far Gon. Venture and try, if, 
changing Maſters, you may not better your 


Condition, Try what are the Advantages 


of living in Society with Chriſt, within his 
ſaving Fold. Either you will find there 


te Sadneſs Anguiſh and Severities which 


the Wicked deſcribe to You; or you wilt 
experience that Joy, that Gaiety, that ex- 
ſtatic Delight which the Bleſſed promife 
you, If you ſhould meet with Auſterities; 
what will you have loſt? You will only 


have loſt the torturing Pleaſures of a few: 


years of Sin (which muſt inevitably terminate 


in endleſs Miſery) to gain an Eternity of 
immenſe ineffaþle tranſporting Bliſs. And 


what Auſterities ought not to ſeem delicious 
to you, once they become the Means of 
gaining you eternal Happineſs; when the 
moſt bitter Medicines, the deepeſt Inciſions, 
the moſt excruciating Cauſtics are welcome; 
as often as they are needful to reſtore that 
Health, which, even when re-obtain'd, is 
ſill but frail and fugitive? © Ah, /ays 


St. Auguſtin! If ſo much be tolerable 
for the Sake of living a little longer; 
how much more may he endured, to 


live forever?” But what if You ſhould 
(and very ſure I am, that you would) find 


in the Service of God all the Delights which 


Heart 
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Heart can wiſh? What a bleſſed Fate 
would yours be, from a tranſient Para- 
diſe here below to be transfer'd to an 
endleſs Paradiſe above? to paſs from a 
Taſte of Gop on Earth to the full En- 
joyment of Gop in Heaven? O that this 
was but rightly underſtood! O that I 
could but infuſe into your Souls the 
true Conception of It! But O my dear 
crucified Love! Make theſe great Truths 
be underſtood. Render them intelligible, 
nay evident, to All: Thou who can'ſt 
do it. For ah! my Tongue, the feeble 
Tongue of a poor helpleſs Sinner, can 
no more, without the Guidance of thy 
Goſpel-Rays, O Jeſus, Gop of Splen- 
dor! Recall then thy enlivening Smiles to 


our Aſſiſtance. O Thou bright Gop of 


Day, thyſelf the Day and Light of All 
who live! Utter a Word of Inſpitation 


to thy Church, that Day of Faith which 


borrows all it's Rays from Thee. Bid 
her again reſtore us to thy Goſpel-Lights 
and guide us on towards thee. Say to our 
Souls, let there be Light, and all within 


us ſhall be Light. Then ſhall the Night 


of this dark dangerous World point out 
freſh Knowledge to our, as yet, benighted 
Minds: Then ſhall we plainly fee what 


Bleſſings we renounced in quitting thee 


to ſerve a Tyrant World: Then ſhall we 
find what Miſeries we may eſcape by 


leaving 
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Jeaving That for Thee: Then, in a. word, 
made ſenſible that All our Safe al 

| our Happineſs, is center'd. in Thee; 
no where but in (thee; we ſhall (1 iſt) 
be wiſe enough to 5 Thee and ble 
enough ta find thee. O grant it, Gop 

I of Mercy, in thy unwearnd Bounty, we 
. beſeech Beet In the Name, &. 1 
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and Grace: with God and Men. 

_ N your Bleſſed Saviour Chriſt, 
Beloved, you are to conſider un- 
der one individual Perſon two 


2 diſtinct Natures, infinitly diffe- 


rent from Each-other, his Divine 


Effince, and his Human Subſtance. 4 
Gop, he was Uncreated, Eternal, Infinit and 
Unchangeable; and therefore could ſuffer 
no Encreaſe or Addition of Wiſdom, Grace, 
or any other of his boundleſs: Perfections. 
But as Man, he was a Creature, produced N 
time, of a limited Subſtance; and, tho', i 


virtue of his Hypoſtatical Union, ane. 
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of any diminution of Grace, yet he could 


and did improve the Fruits of that Grace to 
an infinit degree. It is then in this laſt 
Senſe that the Holy Evangeliſt ſays, the 
Divine Youth JEsus proceeded in Wiſdom, 
and Age, and Grace with God and Men. 
Whence we may conſequently infer, that 


this great Maſter of religious Induſtry let 


no one Inſtant of his ſacred Life paſs, which 
he did not fignalize with ſome illuſtrious 
Improvements of the elevated Wiſdom and 
abounding Grace which animated him. 
Ah Chriſtians! What claim can you lay 
then to the Title of Imitators and Diſciples 

of this great Maſter, without ſeriouſly ſtu- 
dying to improve every Minute of your 
Lives to the Glory of God and your own 
advancement in his Grace? It is true, You 
are infinitly wide of having either the De- 


gree of Wiſdom, or the Fulnefs of Grace, 
which he was enrich'd with, from his very 


Conception. But That no way excuſes you 
from copying after him in the Improvement 
of what you have of Both. And Chriſt 
offers, to you All, a Portion of Both, a Por- 
tion of Wiſdom and a Portion of Grace 


_ amply ſufficient to render you capable of 


imitating him in all his Actions, nay of imi- 
tating, in ſome degree, the Perfections of his 
Divine Father. For otherwiſe, it muſt be 
a Tyranny in him to command you, as he 
does, to be perfect, not only as he himfelf 
| *Y | 18, a 


Being within the Oc rAvx. 


It is the avow'd Part of a Tyrant to com- 


mand Impoſſibilities. And one Impoſſibi- 


lity is the following Chriſt without the help 
of the Grace of Chriſt. No One can come to 


me, 871 the Lord, unleſs the Father draw 


219 
is, but even as your heavenly Father is per- 


— 


him: * And no One ſo much as &nows the "6 7 on 


Father, but the Son and He to whom the | | 


Son pleaſes to reveal him. + Whence it 4 st. Lute 


appears evidently, that we cannot comply *. 


with any Injunctions of Chriſt, without his 
ſupplying us firſt with Wiſdom and Grace 
ſufficient to enable us to fulfill them, And 
conſequently, as we cannot, without blaſ- 
phemous Impiety, accuſe or ſuſpect him of 
Tyranny, it is ſufficient, that he commands 


us, for us to know that we are enabled to 


fulfill what he commands. Enough is it 
Ts that we are commanded by Chriſt 
to copy after the Perfection of his Eternal 
Tube to render us incxcuſable if we do 


not endeavour at it. Enough is it, that he has 


ſet us an Example of the perfection he en- 
joins, to lay us under an indiſpenſable Obli- 
gation of following his Example: For to 


this End, ſays Chriſt, have I ſet you an 


Example, that, as 1 have done, fo you alſo 


may do. We are told expreſsly, that our 


Divine Lord began his Miſſion by firſt doing | 


and then teaching. And we need only rea 


the whole Account of his bleſſed Liſe to 


F is find, 
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find, that he ſet us no one Leſſon which he 
did not firſt practice himſelf. And why 
this but to convince you, that his Injunctions 
are not impracticable. And none ſurely 


more practicable than the Leſſon which is 
this Day ſet you of improving every minute 
of your Time, in waxing ſtrong in the Goſ- 
pel-Wiſdom and Heavenly Grace which 
Chriſt affords you. But, perhaps, the bare 
Conſideration of it's being practicable will 


not be ſufficient to induce all of you to com- 


ply with this important Duty: And there- 


fore I ſhall endeayour to ee the Fader 


of 1 it, 


I. By ſetting before you the Hortmek of 
Human Life in it's true Light; | 
II. By ſhewing you how much your eternal 
Salvation depends upon making good 
uſe of every ſingle Minute of it: and, 
III. By laying down Some eaſy Rules for 
improving the Whole of it to your in- 
finit Advantage. 


Divine Diſpoſer of our Lives _ Actions, 
** by whom all Time and even Eternity 1 is 
** meaſured! Give us the Grace ſo to im- 
prove each precious Inſtant ſtill to come, 
that, with thy beloved Elect, fulfilling 
e much Time in a little Spate, we may re- 
deem the Years we have hitherto ſpent 


in vain, and purchaſe an Eternity of 
. wy 
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I. Tis a beautiful Obſervation of Seneca, I 
that Mankind are in general more con- 1 
£© cern'd about living long than living well; 
“ whereas a good Life is in every Man' s 
power, but a long one in No-Body's.” 
For even according to the Vulgar year 
tion of Life, the Oldeſt Liver of All cannot 
be ſaid to live long. What is your, Life, 
ſays St. James? It is a Vapour | appearing 
for à little while and afterwards. It ſhall 
vaniſh away In fact, as St. Ferom fays, 
* nothing can be long which muſt have an 
End, and therefore all Time, in compari- 
** ſon with Eternity, cannot but be ſhort. 
If all Time then is ſhort; how very ſhort ought 
we not to think the: Life of Man, which 
makes ſo very. inſignificant a part of Time 
itſelf; tho that Life were actually as laſting 
as we generally compute it? And yet, for 
little we reflect, We ſhall find ourſelves ex- 
tremely out in our Calculation. | 
It is a common Miſtake. of the Major 
Part of Men to meaſure the Length of their 
Life, from their Entrance into the World, 
to the time of their going out of it. And 
it is to this capital Error, that the great 
St. Gregory imputes the Perdition of the 
Wicked. Therefore is it, /ays this vene- 
„ rable Father, that the reprobate Part of 
the World run- on in the purſuit of Evil; 
«© becauſe they vainly imagin themſelves to 
1 live longer than they really do: While the 
44531290 a Juſt 
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te Juſt hap ily ſteer wide of the Pride and 


00 9's 4 Evil, by conſidering the real 


cc Shortneſs of Life. . True indeed it is that 
te the Glory of the Wicked is often ſpun out 
* to a conſiderable Number of Years, and 


<« js therefore by the injudicious confider'd as 


* laſting and ſolid. But the Suddenneſs of 
« that Period, which finally concludes it 
* too plainly diſcovers that What is ſo tran- 
* ſient can be but trifling.” And what can 


ve attribute this groſs Illuſion to, but to 


that general falſe Notion of things, which 


| Hurries us into Confuſion, makes us huddle 


the moſt diſtant Ideas, and miſtake one 
Thing for another? Hence is it that we con- 
found Breath with Life, and take every up- 
right Animal for a Rational Creature. 

Breathing and Living are two diſtinct 
Powers; and tho' in a mortal State th 
are mutually dependent on Each-other, yet 
are they abſolutely of different Natures: 
Otherwiſe they would be eſſentially inſe- 
parable. Whereas that they are not inſe- 
1 the Angels are a Proof: Who are 
i 


living Creatures without the A& of breath- 


ing. Breathing is an eſſential Faculty of 
the animal Part of Man; and therefore, 
while the Soul is confined to it's Animal 
Fleſh, It muſt ſupply that Fleſh with the 
Power of Breathing, But the natural Act 


of the Soul is pure Life; and therefore, in a 
State of ſeparation ſrom the Body, It is till 


perfectly 
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E living without the Aſſiſtance of 
| Life then and Breath are not 
the ſame thing. Not all then who look 
like Men, move like Men, and-breathe like 
Men, are therefore living Men; unleſs they 
| live, as well as breathe, like Men. For, 5 
what conſiſts the Life of Man? In the pur- 
ſuit of eaſe and of voluptuous Pleaſures f 
No, ſays Socrates tho a Pagan, He lives 
* not as a Man whoſe Soul exiſts but to re- 
« gale his Carcaſs. Eat and drink vou 
© muſt, to live; but it is beneath a Man 
< to live, barely to eat and drink,” The 
Life of Man is to ſtudy and adhere to Truth; 
to love and follow Good: They, who live 
thus, live Men indeed; but They who live 
otherwiſe are only beesching Men or living 
Brutes: No matter which, the difference io 
not much. ; 

This is a W Diſtinction to be made; 
at. it is for want of this, that Men are ſo 
often and ſo groſsly miſtaken in the Cal- 
culation of their Age. A Miſtake fo glar- 
ingly obvious, that Nothing, but their yo- - 
luntary Blindneſs, can make it eſcape their 
Obſervation. No. Creature, of I LY 

ies it be, can properly be deem'd a livin 
1 of * that Specied, any longer. ow | 
while It acts in the Capacity peculiar to it's 
determin d Nature. A Bee, once it parts 
with it's Sting and deſiſts from acting in 
_ Jabouts of the Hive, is no more re- 


"garded 
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garded as a living Bee, but is caſt out- and 
reckon'd with the Generation of Drones. 
So a Man who renounces his Reaſoh, y 
acts not conformably to it, can go lon 
with any Propriety be calbd a- Radion 
Creature ; Since, with all che outſide appeit- 
| ance of a living Man, he is without the Rea- 
lity. No Man lives a Man but in virtue of 
cel rational Faculties by which He. di- 
ſtinguiſhes himſelf from, and raiſes himſelf 
above, the Brutes. To know then tlie length 
of every Man's life as a Man, we n_— 
to teckon the Time he has employ dim the 
diſtinctive Functions of 4 rational Being. f 
then we follow this rational Method! of 
reckoning; ah Chriſtians'!!how Thott, how 
very ſhort! will not the Life of moſt Men ap- 
pear? And how much ſhall we not ebe all 
obliged to cut off from our uſual: Calcus 
_ of Age? 151] 
| uppoſe a Man to have been born ſevehty 
Year ago. And this upon a fair Avarage 
muſt be own'd the full length of the gene- 
ral Date of Man. For the days of ou Years, 
David tells us, in themſelvès are but we 45 
Years. And if, in ibe Strong, tlie Lare 
lengthen'd to erghty Nars; yet that: 
plus and the more of them is Labour amid 5 | 
row. Now to meaſure how long ſuch a 
— has lived, he muſt begin by cutting 
off all the time he has been only in a State 
of breathing. The firſt: ſeven Vears of his 


Childhood 
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Childhood then muſt be ſtruck off in courſe: 
For they are generally ſpent in a total Inac- 
tion of the rational Faculties: Or at beft, in a 
laborious fearch after the Uſe of them. And 
as the next Seven, at leaſt, are conſumed 


in barely learning how to improve thoſe 


Faculties, they cannot well be enter'd in 
the Account of rational Life; which is the 
Life of a Creature actually diſtinguiſh'd by 
the Superiority he aſſerts over Brutes. To 
this again we muſt add, at leaſt, one third 
of his whole duration, buried in Sleep. 
And if we ſhould farther add to this all the 
Hours conſumed in eating, drinking, ne- 
ceſſary diſſipation, and requlfit Employ- 
ments for the bare Support of Human 
Nature, Actions which however indiſpen- 
ſable do not in themſelves diftinguiſh him 
from the common Herd of Beaſts; it will 
demonſtrably appear, that, to ſpeak within 
Compaſs, full three Parts out of four of his 
whole Age muſt be blotted out of the 
Reckoning of his Life as a Man. You 
ſee, Chriſtians, I have taken no Notice 


of Sickneſs, Frenzies, Fits or any other of 


thoſe frequent Caſualties which rob a Man 
of his Reaſon, aud Senſes, and many times 


almoſt of Breath. What then if I ſhould 


throw even theſe into the Ballance: What if 
I ſhould go on and diſcount all the Time 
which this Man of ' Seventy, has ſpent in 
Idleneſs and Actions unbecoming the dignity 


I. G g not 
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not only of a Chriſtian, but even ofa rational 
Creature; Ah my F riends! how little, how 
very little, ſhall we find: left even of. that 
ſuppoſed Fourth Part, of his duration in 
which he may truly be ſaid to have lived 
the real Life of a Man! If then the Liſe of 
the moſt Laſting among us appears to be 
ſo very ſhort in reality; what ſhall we ſay 


of thoſe who are cut off long before they 


reach the venerable Stage of Seniority? Hoy 
long can they be deem d to have exiſted as 
living rational Creatures, who are hurried 
away in the Prime of their Vears? M 


they not all cry out with the Wiſe Man, 


Our Time is like the paſſing of a Shadno? 


II. And yet, Beloved, . however ſhort a 
Space, a Man exiſts, if he lives like a Man 
during the time he does exiſt, he has reach'd 
all the Honours of Old Age. He may truly 
be ſaid to have lived long, who has hoarded 
up the little time he had, to live Well.. 
your Days be but filled up with Virtue and 


Wiſdom, You are old enough. But without 


theſe, tho you ſhould breathe on to the 
Age of a Methuſalem, you cannot be ſaid 


to have lived a ſingle Minute: At leaſt if 


you chuſe to call it Life, it is ſuch a Life 
as your domeſtic Brutes, your Cat, your 
Spaniel, your Parrot enjoy in common with 
you. * For that Man, lives in vain, ſays 
* the-Great St. Auguſtin, * lives not 
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et reh to acquire the Merit by which 
* he may live to Eternity,” How neceſſary 
then muſt it not be, Chriſtians, to hoard up 
all the Minutes which this ſhort Life allows 
you towards acquiring that Merit? * 
If you reflect but on the Reaſon for which 

the Almighty has placed you in this Life 
and allotted you a certain duration on Earth; 
you will eaſily be convinced that Your Sal- 
vation depends upon doing this. Why 
then has this gracious Lord granted you 
Time? Is it think you that you may riot in 

Sin, or live to offend him? No, ſays EccLe-' 
SIASTICUS, “ he hath commanded no Man to- Chap 
do impiouſly, he hath given no Man the leiſure ** 
to Sin. Was it then that you might run 
through a Number of Vears in Idleneſs and 
Slotk'? No, no, ſays Jon, + Man ts born to + Chap. 
Labour as a Bird is to flying. - Gor hass 
ſent you all as ſo many Labourers into his 
Yineyard, and has agreed with you for your 
Time. Your Reward is no leſs than 
an Eternity of Happineſs, if you employ 
that Time in fulfilling his bleſſed Will: 
And no leſs than an Eternity of Miſery, if 

you ſquarider i it away. Go, ſays _ Lord, 
and what is juſt I will repay you. 4 + How t Math. 
preciouſly then ought you not to rate that 
Time, on the Good Uſe or abuſe of which 
depends a whole Eternity: An 1 of 

| Happineſs or an Eternity of Miſery” 0 1 
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Another Confideration, Chriſtians, which 
ought to make you the more fearful of letting 
one ſingle Minute of it paſs unimproved, 
is, that there is no poſſibility af recalling it. 
No, ſays the Holy Ghoſt; * M ben the Spirit 
is gone Forth, It ſhall not return. There is 
? — Price can redeem even the ſhorteſt Space 


* of Time.“ Whichof you all would let ſlip a 


favourable Minute of acquiring a conſiderable 


Title, an Eſtate, or the good Graces of your 


Earthly Sovereign? And what are all theſe 
to the Eternal Felicity of Heaven, the in- 
eſtimable Favour of your Almighty Sove- 
reign, which each preſent Inſtant of your 
Lives affords you the opportunity of ac- 
quiring? Muſt you not then be loſt to all 
Senſe of your own Happineſs, if you cannot 


reſolve to lay hold of that favourable Minute? 


Can there be any Safety for you in neglect- 
ing the certain Now, for the uncertain 


Future? The next Minute you are never 
ſure of reaching, and the preſent once gone 


is forever irrevocable. © There is no Price 
< thencan redeem the leaſt Space of Time,” 
_ Time can be. conſider'd but in three 
Lights, paſt, preſent and to come. That 
which is to come, is not in our Poſ- 


ſeſſion, and may poſſibly never be ſo: That 
which 18 paſt is no more in our Poſſeſſion: 
The Preſent is That, which ſeems moſt in 


our power, Yet is it ſlipping from us while 
we think ourſelves to hold it the faſteſt, 


Still, 
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Still, fl as it is, if we mana 
but rightly 13 worth to us Nothin = 
than an Eternity. Say, O Ye — Souls 
above, how came you by the Glory which 
you now enjoy, but by the diligence with 
which You hoarded up each preſent 
Minute of Your precious Lives ? Too well 
you knew the Folly of relying on the un- 
certain Future to truſt your Glory to ſuch 
airy Hopes. Alas unhappy Wretches 
whom methinks I ſee, weeping in 
and torturing yourſelves with fruitleſs Rage! 
Had you but known the worth of Time 
while yet on Earth, as now you know it 
when too late; what endleſs Sufferings, what 
Ages of Deſpair and Blaſphemy, might you 
not, would you not, have ſpared yourſelves! 
Ah it was the abuſe, the Loſs, of Time 
which. hurl'd you all to your irreparable 
| Woe. Ah! could you, now recall one ſingle 
Inſtant of it back; how, how eagerly 
would you improve it! What Example 
would you not ſet to many Slothful Chri- 
ſtians —— of the Induſtry, with which 
they ought to embrace and cultivate their 
preſent Moments! But ah! It is now too late 
to-wiſh.,; and You by fad Experience know, 
3 that « there is no Price which can redeem 

one Minute Loft.” 
Tel me then, Chriſtians, You who are fo 
expert in Traffic, ſo well verſed. in Seaſons 
for eee your Effects, and ſo induſ- 


trous F 
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trous to improve each trivial Incident to 
worldly Lucre: How comes it that you 


are All fo backward in improving the 


precious Minutes giving you to traffic an 
Eternity? Oh what a Madneſs, for Men, 
who can trade ſo wiſely for the World: to 


be ſo much to ſeek in trafficking for Hea- 
ven; to trifle away, in Idleneſs and Abſence, 


a Jewel which yields no leſs a profit, well 
employ'd, than an Eternity of Bliſs! Ah 


Lord! How ſadly true is it, that the Chil- 


dren of Darkneſs are wiſer in their Genera- 


* St. Luke tion than the Children of Light ? * 


Come then, Beloved, You who are Chil- 
dren of the Light, You to whom Gop has 


been ſo laviſh of his Grace: Learn Wil- 


dom from the Children of the World. Be 
You as eager to improve your Time, like 
Men and Chriſtians, to Eternal Gain, as 
They are, to improve it to their earthly 
Lucre. Do as” Your Celeſtial Father bids 
you: Negotiate till He come. Hoard up Each 
reſent Minute, as your Saviour did, to grow 


un Grace and Wiſdom as you advance in 


Age. Conſider Each Inſtant as Your laſt, 
improve it as you would your laſt, For 
ought you know, it may be ſuch; and this 
you are ſure, that, when it is paſt, It can- 


not be recall d. Look therefore, Brethren, 


as St. Paul adviſes you, that you walk wa- 


rig, not as unwiſe; but as wiſe, redeeming 


Time. But how, you'll fay, can we redeem 
: the 


Being within the Oc rA VRS. | 
* Time already paſt, ſince ©* there: is no 
e price which can redeem the leaſt Space 


of Time.” This remains Rill incumbent 
on me to point- out. 


III. Abe 18 then, Chriſtians, ſtill a 
Way, and only One, by which you may 
pt the longeſt Time you have, loft as 

Vou are not yet, thank Gop, in the 
ce on State of thoſe loſt Souls whoſe 
Miſery is irreparable. Nor will it ever be 
your Fate, I truſt in God's untired Mercy. 
The Oldeſt of you all have this one Minute 
to embrace Salvation in. And this alone, 


employ'd in acts of Love, Repentance, N . 


Hope and Fear, may make up all your paſt 
Neglects. To redeem, by living over again, 
one ſingle Inſtant paſt, is quite impoſſible. 
But to redeem them by Attonement, by fu- 
ture double Aſſiduity in the Improvement 
of each preſent Minute Heaven ſhall: hence- 
forth grant you, is ſtill at your on op- 
tion, ſtill in your Power. Vou then, O 
Chriſtians, who are Voung or but in prime 
of Life, remember, that your Infancy and 
Childhood, your firſt and ſecond Stage, 
where chiefly ſpent in breathing rather than 
in living: Redeem that Time then by your 

future Fervency in improving Every Mi- 
nute to gain Eternity. Depend not on the 
next ſucceeding Moment. Young as you 
are, you are ſure of being call d- way when 
you 
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you ſhall leaſt expect it; and how ſoon, 
you know not: Perhaps before the under 


tain Inſtant you propoſe to truſt-to, And 


You, dear Brethren, whom Age or Sickneſs 
warns to be in conſtant readineſs ; embrace 
each preſent Inſtant: to repair the paſt Ne- 
gle& of many Years, by a degree of Fer- 
vor in your Chriſtian Duty proportion'd to 
the Length of time You have loſt. You, 
of all, the leaſt room' for dallying | 
with Time. The preſent Inſtant- you can 


ſcaree depend on: Much leſs then on the 


next. Remember All, that there muſt come 
a Period when time Shall be no more, 4 


*St. John Night as your Saviour tells you, * hben No 


Ix. 


Man can work. While then you have time, 
do Good; fill it up with Actions worthy 
of Rational Creatures and worthy of Chriſti- 
ans, 'Copy in a word after your Divine 
Lord, by proceedin g, through his Merit 
and Afliſtance, in Wiſdom, Age and Grace, | 


wth GOD and Men. 


Now to come at this perſolt Imitation 
of him, what have you more to do than, 
keeping in conſtant View the ſeveral Du- 
ties of your reſpective Stations, to -labour 
with unwearied Aſſiduity to fulfill them, 
by a diſcreet and well-fill'd Regulation of 
your Years and Months and Days and 
Hours? In this great Family of human 
Nature their are various States, and diffe- 
rent Employs; And All demand a diffe- 

rent 
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rent 3 of Time; different in- 


deed in point of diſtribution of the Day, 


but ſtill the Same with relation to the End. 
The Sovereign End to which the Time 


of every Chriſtian, muſt be directed, in 
order to be uſeful is Gop's eternal Glory, 
the general Good of all Mankind, as far as 
Each-Man's Station will extend, and the 


Improvement of his own Spiritual Good, in 


the firſt Place; and ſecondly, as far as it 
conſiſts with the Former, even of his tem- 
5 Safety and Happineſs. Now the firſt 


eans of directing our Time to theſe united 


Ends, is, to begin each Vear, each Month, 
each Week, and every ſingle Day, with a 


general Oblation of the Whole of it to Goo. 


To do which will neither requite Labour 
nor Expence. How cheaply, how eaſily 
may not we ſay to Gop, at the Commence- 
ment of the Year ; To thee, my Go, I 
offer every Minute of the enſuing Year. 
Io thy Honour, do I purpoſe to improve 
«© each Inſtant given me, in all the Works 
© of Juſtice, Mercy, Piety and Chriſtian 
t Induſtry conſiſtent with my Station, and 
e with the Op 7 Le jew my which thou "ſhalt 


ec * graciouſly afford me. O grant me many, 


and add thy efficacious Grace to enable 

e me to lay hold on them. But ah! above 
all, permit me not ungratefully to ſquan- 
1 der, much leſs to abuſe one ſingle Mo- 
< ment with ſinful Acts to thy diſhonour, 
Vox. I. ww e 
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* nor to the detriment of my Self or Neigh- 
% bour. At leaſt, my Gop, here at thy 
Feet I folemnly proteſt againſt conſent- 
* ing to any ſuch ungrateful Uſe of the 
ce Time thou ſhalt allow me: Diſclaiming, 
*«* from my Heart, every future Act or 
** Thought of mine, contrary to this, 


*« which my unruly Paſſions may hurry me 


* into, when off my Guard, For whether 
e acting, talking, thinking; whether awake 
„ or buried in the profoundeſt Sleep, to 
© thee I dedicate my Time, and every pre- 
* cious Minute of it.” How cheaply may 
we not renew this Act, at the beginning 
of each Month, and Week, and Day, and 
even every Hour? © | 

But then, that this Act of ours may be 
acceptable to Gop, we muſt give him prac- 
tical Proofs of our Sincerity. And how 
ſhall we do this but by walking, Every- 


—- "il 


One, worthy of the Vocation We have re- 


ceived from Gop, as St. Paul * directs, and 
feeing, that All things, which we do, be done 
according to order. 4 The next Means then 


we ought to make uſe of is, firſt to weigh 


the Duties of our particular Station, and 


then to regulate our Hours in fuch a manner 


as that every Duty may have it's due Time. 


Without this, let us mean ever fo well, we 


ſhall often act wrong: And let us be ever 
fo buſy, we ſhall be doing nothing, or 

doing nothing to the Purpoſe, - If we do 
| 8 | 12 
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not plan-out our Time into pro 
tions adapted to the —4 Sbordination 

of Duties peculiar to our ſeveral Stations; 5 
it is abſolutely impoſſible but we muſt omit 
many Obligations for want of Time to com- 


ply with them; while, on the other hand, 
we ſhall have an intolerable load of Time 


hanging heavy on our Hands, which we 
cannot. fill-up with any uſeful or laudable 


Employment. 'O! what an immenſe deal 
of precious Time 1s loſt for want. of a little 
Oeconomy in the laying i it out? O! what ay 
immenſe deal of precious Time is miſerably 
| miſuſed for want of Each Man's conſider- 
ing the peculiar Duties of his Station? 

The World, with 5 to the uſe 


+ * > 


27 the laborious Loiterers, _ 
the impertinently Buſy, O what untold 


Multitudes are there not of Slaves to Am- 


bpition, Avarice, Luſt, Gluttony, Fraud 


and Rapine, among Chriſtians, from the 


Prince to the Peaſant! And O how in- 


duſtrious they are in every. Wickedneſs! 


How earlily ſhall they riſe, how late ſhall 
they retire to Bed! How little and how 


* their Slumbers, when they do ſleep, 


tho never enjoying a Minute's Reſt when 
awake, for the inceſſant Anxiety with 


which they improve every Inſtant to the 
forwarding their vicious Purſuits! What: 


Hhz2 Hour, 


per Diſtribu- 
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Hour, or almoſt what Moment do they let 
flip unfill'd wth ſome wicked Action; 
with ſome ſinful Expreſſion, ſome Lie, 
ſome Oath, ſome Perjury, Imprecation or 
Blaſphemy, or at leaſt with ſome vicious 
Thought or Purpoſe ? What one, I /ay, do 
they ol let ſlip, which they do not amply 
make-up with the Regret of many ſucceed- 
ing Ones? O! were the Children of Light 
but half as wife in their Generation, in 


hoarding up their precious Minutes to gain 


an-Eternity of Bliſs, as theſe Suns of Dark- 
neſs are to lay out each ſingle Inſtant in 
the purchaſe of eternal Miſery; what a deal 
of Repentance might they not ſave them- 
ſelves? © | 3 | 

But, alas, the Misfortune is, that Many of 
Theſe, who would tremble at the Thought 
of ſpending one ſingle Minute in evil Actions, 


tremble not to ſquander whole Days and 


Months and Years in abſolute Idleneſs: 


Forgetful, that Idleneſs is the Parent and 


Tutor of every evil Practice. Yet can 


it not be faid, that they take no Pains: 
- None more laborious, But ah! What are 
all their Pains laid-out in? In doing No- 
thing. How does this Artiſt Night and Day 
fatigue himſelf? To ſee him toil, and ſweat, 
and work, and ſweat, and toil again, would 
make One almoſt ſweat with ſympathizing 


Pity for him, but that his Labours ſeem ta 


_ promiſe a ſpeedy Crop of laſting Plenty, Eaſe 


and 
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and Pleaſure. But, alas, all the gay alluſive 
Proſpect vaniſhes with looking-on. In vain 


he labours and turmoils for Bread: The 
more be toils the leſs he gains. In vain 
he robs his Eyes of Sleep: His Want en- 
creaſes with his Labour. And can we won- 
der at it? Need we demand the Reaſon 
why? Can we be Strangers to a Cauſe ſo 
general? The poor miſtaken Creature ds 
labouring for the World, and not for Gop : 
Is toiling by himſelf and not with Gon: 
Depends, in a word, more on his own En- 
deavours than on his Maker's Bleſſing. 
Therefore is it, that he cannot ſpare, from 
his Labours, one Hour on a Holy-day, to 
obey the Church and pay his Tribute of pub- 


lic Homage to the Almighty. Therefore 


is it, in ſhort, that he cannot afford his 


Sovereign one Minute in a Morning, to 


ſanctify his Labours of the Day to Him; 
no nor one Thought throughout the Day to 
call down from Heaven a Bleſſing on his 
Toils. Ah! what then is Such a One but a 
laaborious Loiterer? And what innumerable 
Numbers have we not of ſuch laborious 
Loiterers? What too are your giddy, ſoft, 
effeminate Young Men, whoſe Hours are 
all engroſs'd by Dreſs, and Sport, and idle 
Perambulations round the Town, if not in 
gaming, drinking, and every dangerous 
fatiguing Party of Diverſion ; where, if they 
are not doing Evil; they are, at beſt, but 

| doing 
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doing Nothing. What are they, I jay, but 
ſo many laborious Loiterers of Time ? What 
are our gay young Women, whoſe chief 
anxiety is, Not to fill-up, but to evacuate 
Time? How eagerly do they ſtudy, plot, 
conſult and lay their Heads together, whole 
Weeks before-hand, to maſſacre the Hours 
of ſeven Days in ſuch miſerable I rifles, 

as, but for the Miſchief they are big with, 
weols be beneath the Dignity of Chriſtian 
Preachers to take notice of? What tedious 
painful Hours are ſpent in Dreſs, what 


Days are murder'd in riffling Tradeſmen 8 


- , for Riffling's Sake; in viewing Silks, 

orting China, in buying Gew-gaws ; in 
idle Walks, unfruitful Chat, unſeaſonable 
Viſits; in Balls and Plays and Maſquerades 
and other Diffipations? O what Jaborious 


Loitering! And yet what are our Coffee- 


houſes, Taverns, public Walks and public 


Places fll'd with, but with ſuch laborious 
Loiterers? 


But ſtill ' you'll ſay, perhaps, Theſe 
egious Trifles to entertain a Chri- 


cc are T 
« ſtian Audience with. When did ſuch Im- 


«« pertinences ever make the Matter of a Ser- 
* mon before?” I believe, Neuer, Chriſtians : 


Perhaps, till now, there never was ſuch 
need of it. Perhaps ſuch Impertinences 


never ſtared a Chriſtian Preacher in the 
Face, ſo much as they do at preſent, when 
they are become the faſhionable Diſtribu- 

tion 
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tion of almoſt every Chriſtian's Time. Or, 
if they did; perhaps, the Preacher's Ten- 
derneſs might make him bluſh to reproach 
Chriſtians with ſhamefully miſpending that 
Time, which very Heathens were ſo jealous 
of. And to hear an unenlighten'd Seneca 
fſaying to his Diſciples, © A great Part of 
Life is paſt, and all which is behind is in 
**© the hand of Death; Act therefore ſo, as 
* that, by improving each preſent Day, 
«© you may have thE leſs dependence on the 
« Morrow, who can forbear bluſhing to 
ſee Chriſtians trifle away Time, as if their 


Life was never to end? But Many of you, 


it is plain, are not ſenſible enough of your 


Folly to bluſh at ſuch Triffling, why then 


ſhall your Teachers bluſh to expoſe it to 
you? If ſuch laborious Loitering be beneath 
the Dignity of a Preacher to reprove; ah | 
why is it not beneath the Dignity of a Chri- 
ſtian to practice? Shall you be triffling with 
Deſtruction and we look-on, in Silence? 
Is it then an inſignificant Trifle to loiter 
away ſo much invaluable Time, which 
your Almighty all-gracious Maker gives 

you to repent and do Penance in, to ap- 
peaſe the Divine Anger, to aſpire to the 
regaining of your loſt Inheritance, to ac- 
. quire Grace and Virtue, to conquer your 
natural Activeneſs in Evil and Languor in 
Good, to preſs forward towards the Society 
3 Angels and to win the bleſſed Prize of 
uvnterminable 
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unterminable Glory? Is it a Trifle to live a 
laboriouſly idle Life, which, as St. Bernard 
juſtly remarks, Is Mother and Nurſe of 
every giddy Action, precipitates the moſt 
« Fortified into Vice, ſuffocates the moſt 
* experienced Virtue, and paves the ready 
« way to Hell!” Is it a Trifle not worth 
Notice, to loiter away the precious Minutes 
given you towards purchaſing an Eternity of- 
Bliſs; in the ſenſeleſs Purſuit of temporal 
tranſient Sweets; in which, according to 
St. Auguſtin, There is nothing but La- 
<* bour, perpetual Fear, and dangerous En- 
«© joyment ; unaccompanied by Providence 
from the very beginning, and in the end 
* attended with Repentance? O wretched, 
wretched, wretched Trifles, if ſuch labo- 
rious Loiterings may paſs for Frifles! Ah! 
where, O Rich, are your Fruits of the fa- 
tiguing, wanton, taſteleſs, ſenſeleſs, diſ- 
ſipating Labours you engage in, to murder 
Time with, in the Purſuit of fleeing Pleaſure? 
What one Advantage is there gain'd towards 
an Eternity of Happineſs? What is the Pro- 
duct of all your inceſſant Toils, O Men of 
Labour, but Diſappointment without one 
ſlender Help to everlaſting Bliſs? And You, 
O Spiritualiſts, who often waſte the Flower 
of your Days, in kneeling when you ought to 
work, in courting human Praiſes more than 
| heavenly Bleſſings, in conquering every 
thing but your Pride and Paſſions, in prac- 

Mahou 1 
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tiing every part of Piety but that of giving 


up your Hearts to Gop and conſecrating 
wholly to his Glory all your Actions: Tell 


me, what Advances do you make towards 


Heaven ? Ah! whatare you All-then, but 
egregious” Triflers, laborious: Loiterers; the 
Sum of all whoſe Labours is, Doing Nothing; 
the Fruit of all whoſe Toils is infinitly worſe 
than Nothing? Ahl how like is your Caſe to 
That of thoſe Fooliſb of Heart, who, as 
David: ſays, *: flept. their Sleep of Diſſipa- * 2/« 
tion, and worldly Sollicitude, graſping _ 
fleeting Joys, or falſe! uncertain Riches; but, 


alas, when they n x Ja N 


in their Hands? 
But! What aki are + fo many Men, forever 


te buſied; Some in Affairs of State, Some, in 
d the Labours of the Bar, Some in Divinity, 


* Some in Phyſic, and Sand in the neceſſary 


« Study of — Good ? Are all Thel 
but jaborious Loiterers? Are all Theſe toil- 


< ing to a fruitleſs idle Purpoſe? No: Hea- 
vens forbid! If they are acting, Rach, accord- 
ing to good Order; if, in conformity with their 
peculiar Stations, they are regularly acting 
with Subordination to the Dictates of Gov, 

of his Church, , and of their own Conſeiences; 

they are true Labourers in Gop's Vineyard 


and ſhall bring forth in good time, Plenty 


* Pl 


of Fruits worth labouring for. But ah! -how 


Many among Theſe are acting out of Cha- 


» racter; anxious and active in every One's Vo- 


Vol. I. © cation 
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cation but their own : In ſhort, extremely 
buſy; but impertinently ſo? How buſy is this 
Prieſt in making Matches, managing a Law- 
ſuit, trafficking on Change, or tranſacting 
this or that other Family's Affairs; how 
aſſiduous at Painting, Fiddling, Cards, or 
Politics or Plough ? An excellent Encomium 
This (if all his Induſtry be refer'd to God) 
for a Proctor, a Lawyer, a Merchant, a 


Steward, an Artiſt, a Politician or a Farmer. 


But when a Prieſt, call'd to preach, to cate- 
chize, to.inſtru&, to pray, to edify, and to 
be the Father of the Family or Flock he 
has in Charge, buſies himſelf in Such, or 
any other, ſecular Concerns which may ob- 
ſtruct the Buſineſs of his holy Calling; is he 
not acting ſhamefully out of Character? And 
what then can he be but an impertinent 
Buſy-One? An Eccleſiaſtic, ſays St. Fe- 
* rome, buſied in Traffic, or ſelling to 
e Some the Intereſt he has with Others, 
<6 of managing the Income of Widows, is 

* more a Tradeſman than a Clergyman,” 

And this the Holy Father looks upon as ſuch 


a dangerous Abſurdity, that he bids us, ſhun 
dsa trading (or intriguing) Prieſt as we would 
E a ſpreading Peſt. ”” In reality of all the Ab- 


ſurdities, which are capable of inverting all 
Order in human Society, the Two greateſt 
are A Prieſt neglecting his holy Function 
to buſy himſelf in the Management of ſe- 


cular Affairs, whether of the State or of a 


private 
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private Family: --- And aLayman, whether 


Sanctuary and giving Laws to his Paſtors. 
A monſtrous Birth will never fail to ſhock 
the Senſes. A human Creature with a Lion's 
Head, or a Lion with a Man's, would give 
us Horror. And ſhall it not ſhock our Un- 
derſtandings, to ſee the more unnatural In · 
verſion of Decency and Order in Rational 
Society, and ſtill much more in religious 
Oeconomy? To me, a Fighting Prieſt, a 
Soldier playing the Divine, a Lawyer pre- 
ſcribing Phyſic, a Phyſician preſcribing Po- 
litics, and a Tradeſman neglecting the Chri- 
ſtian Induſtry neceſſary towards the ſupport 
of his Family, to loiter all his Time in 
Church; or the miſtaken Matron, who, 
without Rule or Order, gives herſelf up to 
every good Work but that of her domeſtic 


Duty, are Sights more ſhocking than all the 


monſtrous Births, which frighted or inverted 
Nature can produce: And fo they muſt be 
to every thinking Chriſtian, However buſy 


They may be, their Buſineſs is foreign to 


their Calling; and therefore all Imperti- 


nence. Gop is the Gop of Order and not 


of Confuſion : He created the World, in 
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Prince or Peaſant, boldly intruding himſelf 
into the Holy of Holies, preſiding in the 


Weight and Number and Meaſure: * And , Wild. 


will not be pleaſed with any Actions of ours . 


which break through the _— Diſpo- 


ſition of his Providence: Therefore is it, 


112 (to 
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{to uſe the Words of the ſacred Spouſe in the 
. Canticles *) that he hath order'd in us Cha- 
rity itſelf : And therefore is it, that St. Paul 
exhorts us to : obſerve a ſtrict Decorum and 
prudent Regulation in our Actions. Let All 
things be done, ſays he, according to Order. f. 
Without This, let us be ever- ſo intenſely 
applied, ever ſo inceſſantly employ d, we 
are at beſt but Impertinent Buſy-Ones, 
taken up with every Thing but what alone 
concerns us. And O] what a wretched Waſte 
of Timg muſt not ſuch buſy Impertinence 
be attended-with ? How: is it poſſible, thus 
acting, to imitate our heavenly Maſter by 
proceeding. in Wiſdom, Age, and Grace 
ith Gon and Men? And if we do not 
proceed in Wiſdom; we mult precipitate 
into Folly : If we do not improve the Grace 
of Gop; we muſt loſe Ground in his Love, 
and in the juſt eſteem of all Men: And, the 
longer we ſubſiſt only in a breathing Con- 
ſiſtency, and neglect to improve our Time 
as rational Creatures and Chriſtians, the far- 
ther we draw from the Honours of Old 
Age; and the more Time we have to re- 
deem „ OOROL NR > + wats 
What then have we to do, Beloved, tp 
redeem the time we have hitherto miſpent, 
and to avoid the incurring any farther Ar- 
_ rears for Time? What, I /ay, have we 
to do but ſeriouſly to reflect, Each, on our 
ſeveral Callings, and the Daties peculiar tp 
97) So them; 
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3 and, after weighing them well, to ro- 
gulate all our Actions, Words and Thou ghts 
with ſtrict conformity tothem, according to 


the prudent Order of Time, and Place, and 


er? This done, under the Direction 
of Gop and his Church, Nothing will re- 


main for us to do, but to ſanctify both our 
Time and the Actions which fill it up, by 


zealouſly , refering All to Gop, and to his 


Glory. This may be done without much 
Coſt or Labour, without much Study or 
much Strength. The Prince upon the 


Throne, the Judge upon the Bench, the 
Soldier in the Field. the Tradeſman in his 
Shop, the Servant in her Kitchen, the Pea- 


2 at the Plough; may give their Time and 
Thoughts to Gop as eaſily as the Sacrificer 


at the Altar. There needs but acquiring a 
good Habit of offering up our Hearts to Gop 
in a general Direction, Night and Morning: 

And accuſtoming ourſelves to fix deeply in 
our Hearts and Minds the Preſence of Gon 
with us. If we but uſe ourſelves to the 
reflecting frequently, each Day, that the 


Almighty Majeſty is preſent with us every 
where; we ſhall not want Sentiments of 


Homage and Affection for him, nor Words 
to expreſs them. The Monarch who thinks 
on Gop, when he puts on his Royal Robes, 
will humble himſelf before his Majeſty, 


and ſay: O my dear JEsus! Would this 5 


k. Purple Garment was like thine, a very 
hore Rag; 


us 


4 22 K „„ 
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cc Rag; A Rag only to cover Wounds and 


* Sores endured for love of thee. But ſince 
„ thy Will is otherwiſe, O King of Kings; 
* thy Will be done. Only keep me from 
** priding in the Pomp thou giveſt, or proſti- 


40 tuting the Power thou has't raiſed me to. | 


© O Gop give thy Judgment to the King and 
& thy Fuſtice to the King's Son. * If it be to 
© thy Glory, to the Good of this People, 


to the Salvation of my Soul; add Days 


xc 


upon the Days of the King of thy making, 
to encreaſe in Virtue and be a Father to 
thy People. So will I ſay a Pſalm to 
thy Name forever and ever, that I may 
render my Vows from day to day.” + The 


& 


Judge, who views his God with inward con- 


templation, while he is trying his Fellow- 


. Creature, will naturally bend his Heart and 


lift his Thoughts to Him for Light, in theſe 
or ſuch like Words: O Gop, by whom all 
Princes rule, and Fudges decree Fuſtice ! | 
* give me the Knowledge and Diſcernment 
6 to judge aright, Then ſhall T be imma- 


e culate with Thee, and ſhall keep myſelf 


3 er. 


Xun. 


« from my Iniquity, Then wilt Thou, O 
* Lord, reward me according to my Fuſtice, 
« and according to the Purity of Hand- 5 
© and Heart, with which J deſire to pro- 
«« nounce Sentence in this Cauſe,” If Goy 
be preſent in the Soldier's Mind upon the 
Day of Battle, he'll not forbear to call 
upon him for Help, and ſay, O —_ 

N * wha 
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* who ar't a Shield to All vb put their 2 
© Truſt in Thee! * to thee alone 1 flee es. 3 
_ ©. for Safety. Accept this Act of Obedience = 

5 to my Sovereign. And if there be In- | 

{© juſtice in the Cauſe I fight for; impute it 
« not to me, who as a Subject may not 

N . Alſpute my King's Commands. Far be 
e it from me to delight in Blood. No, 

. Fete, thou the People, abo delight in ; 
% War. + And accepting the Innocence of + Pſalm: 
* my Intention, be to me a Safeguard. 

* Thou art my Gop, O Lord, Lord of ny 
4 Satvation, Overſhadow my Head in this 
% Day of Battle. I If ſorded Lucre ſtifle : — 
not, in the Tradeſman's Breaſt, the Thoughts 
of Gop and Heaven; what ſhall obſtruct 
him, in the very midſt of his Dealings, from 
lifting-up his Soul to Gop with fervent Ejacu- 
lation: O my Gop, make me as careful 
« for Eternity as for this Life: Let me not, 
< trifficking for the preſent World, become 
«© a Bankrupt in the other; but rather keep 
me ſo ſtrictly juſt, that 1 may purchaſe 
_ © ſome new Grace by every Bargain which 
I make; and, ſeeking firſt thy heavenly. 

«© Kingdom, obtain by virtuous . Induſtry 
becoming thy Diſciple, the Addition of 
* all things elſe conſiſtent with thy Glory 
and my eternal Good! So, it ſhe will 
but often think on God ; eaſy. is it for the 
Cook, who kindles, irs, or ſcorches at, the 
ans to ſanctify her Toils to him with fay- 5 


ing: 


.n 


=—_ 


245 


On the Firſt Sunday after the Epiphany, 


ing: © Guard me, O Gop of my Salvation, 
„ from the Heat of thy eternal Wrath. 


* Come, O Foly Ghoſt, repleniſh my 
Le Heart, and kindle in my Breaſt ſuch a 
<« Fire of thy Love divine, as may conſume, 

* within me, every earthly Affection which 


«© does not. lead to Thee. Leave not about 
«<< me the leaſt Matter for ſenſual Flames 
e to feed-on. But accept this Work and 


43 cc 
* : * 
” 


every future Action of my Life as Homage 
paid to thee. And mexcifully make me 


| «ſo: fervent and ſo faithful in employing 


« all my Hours to thy Honour, that 1 may 


© happily eſcape all future Burning. 80 
5 finally, if the poor labouring Hind who 


drives the Team or guides the Plough; be 
taught (and be it his Paſtor's Care to teach 


him) to keep the Preſence of Gop as fre- 


quently as may be in his Mind; he may, 


without Encreaſe of Labour or expence of 
Time, lift up his Heart to Gop in ſome ſuch 


Prayer as this: O my Saviour! So, I be- 
ſeech thee, guide my Feet, chat every 
« Step I take may lead me nearer to Thee. 
Let me not be like theſe Horſes or Mules, 
% who: have no Underſtanding. Grant me 


e the Grace to cultivate my Soul with as 
much Induſtry as I plough this Land: 
So in it the precious Seeds of Grace and 


cc 


Virtue; and help me ſo to improve them, 


that I may reap at length eternal Glory.” 
; T hus may we All conſecrate every the, mi- 


nuteſt 


1 


7 


* 


thong toithin the gener : 
nuteſt Action of gur Lives to Gop, 


| bye in conſtant Correſpondence with bim; 


aa he Qur 
an our Expreſſions to the Senti- 
ments wy icty, which the Reflection on 

his Preſence giyes us. And O] what a deal 


Ejaculationg with our Actions, 


of 957 Tay we pot thus hus redeem? O! what | 


Picty 
t Treaſures o 


er 


70 we not run- oyer, a 
Merit may we not hoard- 


up in one ſingle Day thus ſpent? Ah Chri- | 


ſtians! Improve then theſe eaſy Means to 
Practice: And loſe not an Eternity of Bliſs 
ſo eaſy to be purchaſed, See therefore, 
Brethren, that you walk warily: Not as 
umi ſe, but as wiſe; redeeming Time. 

Imitate your heavenly Maſter in the Im- 
provement of each future Inſtant of your 
Lives; that You, like him, may proceed in 
. m, Age, and Grace with Gop and 
Men. And that We may doi it {Eyery-One) 


1 pheſ. vj 


the more effectually f Carne; Jip ycur Hearts 


with mine and let us, fit them All 
to Gop. And T e Gop, accept our 
joint Petitions. Latè as we come to thee, 
reject us not; for with converted Hearts 
we come, full Sorry for the ungrateful 
Uſe we have made of all the precious 
Minutes thou haſt given us to work thy 
Wil and our- Salvation, Accept then, 

our preſent Love for thee: To thee 
we henceforth dedicate each Minute of 


our Lives to come: And ſince we cannot 
Vor. I. K K live 


, 
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live over-again the Time we have idly 
ſpent ; we'll wiſh, for Love, of thee,” to 


live an Age of Piety in every future 
Inſtant. Sleeping or awake we will be 


all thy own 285 this Day forward. O! 


Keep us ſuch on Earth, that we may ever 
be ſo even in Heaven, This we implore, 
O Gop of boundleſs Bounty: In the 
Name, &c. e ip 
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vecond SUNDAY : alles the BPIP PHAN 2. 


9. JOHN ii. 2, 2. 
There was a Marriage made in Cana of 
 Galike:: and the Mother of J=sUs was 


there. And Jesvs alſo was invited, and 
bis Diſciples to the Marriage. | 


a 6 Virgin have buſineſs at a Wed- 
4 (11% ding? But what had Jzsvs to 
| 4 do there ? What could the Son 
Ter of a Virgin, the Author and 
Pattern of Purity and Sobriety, have to do 
amidſt the Riotings of a Marriage-Feaſt, 
where, if we may believe a certain Divine, * * Dr. T. 
there was Drinking to exceſs? Much more, 
(may I not ask?) if this be true, what End - 
could Chriſt propoſe in promoting that exceſs 
by ie miraculous Converſion of Water into 


K k 2 Wine? . 


EAR at a Marriage! 8 i 
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| Wine? Had I a Tongue as fluent in Blaſphe- 
my as the Pen of this Eccleſiaſtic Champion 
for Luxury, I ſhould no more bluſh to ſay, 
than he bluſhes to print, that Chriſt did all 
this to convince you, Chriſtians, that All 
Men muſt have to do with ſome Vanities, * 
nay with ſome Vices. For, ſays our Pigmy 
ſwoln to a Giant in his own Conceit, Our 
*© bleſſed Saviour came eating and dri nking, 
2 was preſent at Weddings, Feaſts and 
<« Entertainments; nay, at one of them, 
* work d a Miracle to make Wine, when 
eit is plain there had been more drank 
than was abfolutely neceſſary for the ſup- 
<<. port of Nature (and therefore at leaſt 
* enough) and conſequently ſomething 
*© (more than enough) had been indulged to 
ce Pleaſure, when the miraculous Wine was 
* drank.” Did you not already know, that 
the Man, who dares utter ſuch impious Aſper- 
ſions of the Son of Gop,. is that fractious 
Goliah, who. exerts his ſonorious Vacuit 
againſt the Armies of the Living Gon, wit 
the ſame peeviſh Impotence, with which he 
falls upon other Hereſies in the Paricidic 
Attempt to defend his own; you would 
hardly ſuſpect ſuch a One capable of the 
aſſurance 5 ſtile himſelf a Chriſtian. But, 
content with praying and trembling for 
ſuch inconſiſtent Creatures, I ſhall leave 
them to the Almighty to convert or con- 
found. Tou, I hope, are too well eſta- 


bliſh'd 
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blind in Faith and Piety to be chherwiſs 
affected by ſuch impious Doctrins/. than 
with Horror and Pity. | 

Had there been any Exceſſes commiitea | 
at this ſacred Entertainment; had there been 
more drank than was neceflary ; ; no Chriſtian 
can ſuppoſe, that That Divine Lord, who 

urpoſely took Fleſh - to preach-away and 
(by Practice) overthrow the Pomps and 
Vanities and Luxuries of the Fleſh, 
would have countenanced them with his ' 
Preſence, much leſs encouraged them at 


the expence of a Miracle. How warmly 5 | a | 
did he expreſs his Diſlike to the Profanation  _- © 
of the inanimate Temples of Gop in the —_— 


Zeal he exerted againſt the Buyers and Sel- 

lers, when he caſt them out of That at 
Feriufalem | * Who then, without being loſt "Se Math. | 
to themſelves, can be fo loſt to reſpect for Sc St. Mark 
their Saviour, as wickedly to imagin that xi. 

He would call his Omnipotence to bis Af- 999 2 
ſiſtance, to encourage Men to pollute, by 
laxurious drinking and Wantonneſs, the 
living Temples of Gop in their Hearts? 

What other End then could Chriſt have to 

anſwer, in honouring this Wedding, not 

only with the tacit Approbation of his 
divine Preſence at it, but even with the 
expreſſive Applauſe of a Miracle ? VII tell WO 
you, Chriſtians, - os | 

The Honours of the Marriage-State had = 
been eſtablifti d, not only by the Laws of 

Go 


| 
= 
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Gop and Nature and the joint Conſent of 


Mankind, but even by the juſt Preſcription 


of ſeveral Thouſand Years, a Preſcription 


SO" 


, th 


in ſhort as old as the Creation, when our 


bleſſed Redeemer came upon Earth, to in- 


vite us, by his Doctrin and Practice, to the 


more exalted State of Virginity. The Al- 


mighty himſelf was the firſt who render'd 
Marriage honourable, by inſtituting it in 
Paradiſe, when he gave the Woman to the 
Man. * And when the general Corruption 
of Mankind incenſed him to drown the 
World in an Univerſal Deluge, the only 


People who eſcaped the dread Effects of 
his Wrath, were a Few Virtuqus Perſons 
engaged in the State of Wedlock, Noab 


and his Wife, the Sons of Noah and their 


+ Genefes Wives. + In the Old Law the Dignity of 


vi, vn. 


+ Eccleſi- 


afticus. 


XXXVi. 


Did. 


Matrimony was rated ſo high, that No 
Honours or Wealth could afford Happineſs 
without it. -That alone was deem'd an In- 
heritance in itſelf, He, who paſſeſſeth a good 
Moman, ſays Eccleſiaſticus, beginneth Ricbes. 
On the Contrary, Where there is no Hedge, 
ſays he, the Poſſeſſion ſhall be ſpoil d; and 
where there is no Wife, he mourneth in 
Want. & Other Happineſſes in Life were 
ſet light by, as capable of often flowing 
from the contemptible Source of human 
Prudence; but the Bleſſings of a matri- 
monial State were conſider'd as invaluable, 
becauſe they were conceived to be the im- 

e mediate 
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thediate Donation of Heaven. A Houſe 2 
and Riches are given by Parents, ſays 
inſpired Author of the Proverbs, * but 4 
prudent Wife is properly a Gift from the Lord. 
Such high Eſteem was Marriage held in, 
when the Divine JEsus, to raiſe us to a 
higher Eſteem for the Charms of 'Virginal 
Chaſtity, after chuſing a Virgin for his 
Mother, lived himſelf the Life of a Virgin, 
made Virigns his chief Intimates, and 
gave the firſt Counſel, Encouragement and. 
Example to his Diſciples to embrace a Life 
of religious Celebacy. 

Now this extraordinary Doctrin and Con- 
duct of the Son of Gop would probably 
have been conſtrued, by the Weak, as an 
Abrogation of Marriage and of the Honours 
till then paid to it; had he not, at the ſame 
time, given us the moſt manifeſt Proofs that 
it was far from his Deſign, by. raifing the 
Merit of a ſingle State, to leſſen the Worth 
of a wedded One. He came, as he tells 


us himſelf + not to break the Law bur to +$.Math 


fulfill it. 
miſtake his Counſels to a Life of Celebacy | 
for a Prohibition of the Conjugal State, he 
ordain'd, that his immaculate Nerd 
Vir in-Mother ſhould be wedded to the 
chaſte St. Foſeph, before She conceived: 
He himſelf 3 compares the ſpiritual 
Banquets of Grace and Glory to the Feaſts 
at a 1 and, not only honours * 
0 


— 


And therefore, leſt Any ſhould ": + 
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of thoſe Feaſts with his ſacred preſence and 
That of his bleſſed Mother and beloved Diſ- 
ciples, but even exerts his Power of Miracles 


to do credit to the new- married Couple. 


© Hebrews 


Nay of a bare Remedy, as Marriage was, 
againſt. Sin, he raiſes. it to the Dignity of a 


Sacrament, and makes it an en of 


eee, or Shs 
Nowvithitanding then the greater. excel- 


lence to which Chriſt has raiſed the State 


of Virgiaity,. he has taken Nothing from the 
Dignity of Matrimony; ; but, on the events, | 

has made it more honourable than it co 

be before. aq 4 honourable i ys all, 4 
the Apaſtle, * Yes, bag > HA Marriage is 

a truly honourable State; 6 who engage 

in it lawfully and wiſely. t, ala how 


Few are; there, who engage in thus! [This 


run headlong . into this 


is the grand Secret, which the Major Part 


of Mankind, en, among /Chriſtians, . ſeem 
wholly at a loſs for. And therefore is it, 
that out of the almoſt infinit Numbers who 
State, there are ſcarce 


: F Any who, enjoy the Comforts, and Graces of 


it in this Life, and very Few ho have any 
Chance f Salvation in the next. It is this 


melancholy Truth which urges me to fay 
hold of — Opportunity the preſent Goſpel 

rds me, to ohviate ſo general an, Evil, 
as, much as in my little Fower ar ber 
by Sn ab er a. 0 
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* The Reflections, which All fingle Per. 
- ſans ought to make, before they putt 
with their Liberty: And | 

II. The Obligations, They lay themſelves 

under, when they do part with that 
Liberty, by Marriage-Promiſe. 


„ O Thou, dear Lord, who didſt vouch- 


« ſafe in Perſon not only to approve but - 
te bleſs the Marriage-State! Deign farther 
© to direct the Choice of All, who ſhall 
© henceforth engage in it; and give thy 
% Grace to Such as haye already choſen, 
“ well or ill, to reap Salvation from their 
oy 1 Miſtakes by Patience and Fidelity. 


I. A common as well as pitiful Objection, 
of Heretics, and Apoſtates, againſt Celebacy, 
is, That Precept which ſeems to have been 
annex'd to Marriage in the beginning of 


the World: . Encreaſe and multiply. * But uh i. 
the extreme Folly of this Shiſt muſt appear 


to every Man, who will but make uſe of 


his Underſtanding. For, if this was a Pre- 


cept; it could only be a temporary One, 
given for the fake of peopling the World: 
And conſequently, as No Law is obligatory 
any longer than hill the End, for which 
it was made, 1s ſubſiſting; once the World 


was ſufficiently peopled, the Duty of Pro- 


pagation could be no longer Univerſal. And 


that it was nat conſider'd as Such, even in 
the Old * we may alledge many pro» - 


Vor. I. 1 bable 
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pagation extended to Individuals; it had 
been a Crime in Such as were left Widows 
without Children to continue in that State: 
Whereas voluntary Widow-hood was ſo 


far from being deem'd criminal, that It 


Reputation to a Marriage-Life. Add to 
this, that the Holy Prophets Elias, Eliſbæ 


and many others, whom we find in ſacred 


was an honourable State, and the next in 


Scripture to have lived a ſingle Life, were 


Favorites of Gop ; which they could not 


have been, had they lived in a conſtant 


breach of his Commandment, as they muſt 


Wh. St. Math. 


XIX. 


+ 1Cor. 


VII. 


have done had the Precept of Marriage ſtill 
In the New Law, however, it is paſt all 
diſpute, if we will not renounce. both to 
Scripture and Reaſon, that no Individual is 
under any Obligation to part with Liberty 
for a Marriage-State, unleſs manifeſtly 
call'd to it by Gop., Virginity is a Counſel 
of Chriſt, And He, who can tahe, let him 
take, ſays our Divine Lord. But who 
could lawfully take this Counſel, or how 
could Chriſt give it; was there any Obliga- 
tion to the contrary? Neither Virginity 
then, nor Marriage, is a Commandment. 
Concerning Virgins, ſays St, PAUL, 1 4 Com- 
mandment of our Lord I have not: But 
Counſel I give, as having obtain d Mercy. 
Indeed where the Spirit is weak, _ - 
| e 


Fleſh preſſes hard upon it; if there be No 
prior Vows, or indiſpenſable Impediments, 


it is the Advice of the Apoſtle, * that Every 


Man have his own Wife, and every Woman her 
own Husband, to prevent the Evil of Fornica- 
tion. For tis better to marry than to be burnt. 
But Marriage is ſtill free and, ſo far from 
being a Commandment, is at beſt but a 
ſimple Indulgence. I ſay this by Indulgence 


not by Commandment, ſays our Apoſtle. 


For I would have all Men to be as myſelf, 4 

that is, as he ſoon after explains it, un- 

married, d 1225 | 
Nevertheleſs, as this great Apoſtle qb- 
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* 5 
* Cor. 


+ Bid. 


Bid. 
er. 6, 7. 


Did. 
Fer. 8. 


ſerves, || Every One hath a proper Gift from y Bi. 


Gop, and Every-One's Gift is not alike, 
but One ſo and another ſo. What then, 
_ Chriſtians, are you to do, but ſeriouſly to 
conſider, before you enter intq a Marriage- 
State, what Gift you have received from 
Gop, Remember: This is à great Sacra- 


ment in Chriſt, x By this he ſignifies his »« 
myſtic Union with his Church, and his v. 


ſpiritual Intimacy with the Soul of Man. 
It is not therefore to be approach'd-to 
with any ſordid or ſervil Views; but with 
ſuch a Purity and Holineſs of Intention as 


may purchaſe the Grace it abounds with, to 


Thoſe who are call'd to it: A Grace raifing 


and dignifying thoſe Functions, which, 


in themſelves, are but abject and groveling. 
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Every State abſolutely requires Grace to 
folfill the peculiar Functions and Duties of 


it, and that Grace. muſt come from Gop 
alone. It would be errant Preſumption 


for any Man to engage in 4 State of Life, 


in which he had no room to expect the 


Blefling of God's Aſſiſtance. - And what 
Aſſiſtance or Grace can you hope to re- 
ceive from Gop, in any State of Life you 


ſhould embrace, without his calling You 


to it ? Should any Servant of yours, inſtead 
of doing the Duties of the Poſt you hire- 


him to, obſtinately buſy himſelf, with- 
out conſulting you, in other Offices even for 


your Service ; would rs be pleaſed” with 
him, or think yourſelves any-way bound 
to reward him? What if, for Example, 
your Footman ſhould infiſt upon being your 


Butler, and your Chamber-maids ſhould 
leave che important Affair of dreſſing your 


Head, to take the Buſineſs of Dinner out 
of the Hands of your Cook; would you 


think them worthy of your F avour, or not 


rather of your Frowns? And why ſo?- Are 


they not labouring for your Service ? „ Yes, 
you ll anſwer, ſerve us they do, but not as 


K re would have them : Their Service is ill. 

e placed, and therefore unacceptable : They 
ce are obeying their own Will and not ours: 
e We hired them for Servants, and they will 
© he Maſters and Miſtreſles. ” 'Ah Chriſtians! 
Do not you da the fame with reſpect to Gop; 


if 


after the EPIPHANY, 
if you raſhly blunder into à State of Life 
_ without firſt conſidering ſeriouſly, whether, 


or not, Gop has really call'd you to it? 


Whatever Services you thay ſtudy to do 
for the Honour of your Alinighty Maſter 
iti ſuch a State, if they are not the Ser- 
vices he calls you to, what Blefling gs, what 
Graces, or what Recompetice, can you ex- 
pect from him for them? Have you not 
Reaſon to expect, that he will puniſh you 
as you would your own Servants, for the like 
Contempt) by withdrawing his Protection 
from you, turning 5 you adrift, and aban- 
doning you to youtlelves ? And Ol What 
muſt be the Conſequence of ſo dreadful” a 


Difgrace, but a variety of Diſtreſſes in 


this Life, and irreparable Miſery in the 
next! You then, Who have yet your State 


to chuſe, be wWile: And avoid theſe Evils 


while you may, by firſt conſulting Gop 
and your own Hearts, to know the State 
which Gop has calbd you to, and as the 


Apoſtle adviſes, Walk, Each, in the J. ocation 


you are call d in by Gov. 

arriage is One  Vocation : But it re- 
quires ſerious Deliberation to know, whether, 
or not, That be yours. It cannot then be 
wiſe or lawful for you to enter raſhly into 
it, without enquiring into This. And how 
ſhall you find this out ? Why take Example 
by he Couple in this Goſpel : Invite Jesvs 


and his bleſſed Mother to Counſel and aſſiſt 
„ 
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you : Recur to your Divine Lord: * the 


Light of his Grace, and pray the Holy, Vir. 


gin to intercede with her adorable Son to 
direct your Choice. Invite alſo his Diſciples; 


conſult the Doctrins of the Church, which 


They planted under Chriſt in order to know, 

the Will of Gop. If you. incline to a State 
of Wedlock, weigh well the Difficulties of 
that State againſt the Diſpoſition you have 
to encounter them. Remember it is a State 
for Life, a Knot which Nothing but Death 
can unlooſe. Have you ſufficient Diſcretion 
for the Management of a Family? Have 
you Knowledge and Prudence enough for 


the Education of Children? Have you | 


Steadineſs enough, not to grow giddy. with 
future Proſperity; or Fortitude enough to 


bear- up againſt unforeſeen. Adverſity ? 


You, Young Men, promiſe yourſelves the 


Height c of endleſs Happineſs i in the Poſſeſſion 


of a young, rich, beautiful and ſenſible Wife, 
amiable Children, and a mighty deal of 
Love. But tell me: Who ſhall enſure to 
you all This? And ſuppoſe, you ſhould be 
diſappointed ; are you fartified with Re- 
ſolution and Grace enough to take the 
Diſappointment like a Man and a Chriſtian? 
Whatever Wife the Church ſhall give you, 


It will give you for better, for worſe, for 


rich or for poor, in He kuf and in health, 
till Death ſhall part you. Ask your own 


Souls chen, whether you can be faithful. to 
7 * this 
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this Promiſe, or not; when the Church ſhalt 
require it? The youngeſt Wife you can marry 
muſt grow old'in Time: Can you then re- 
ſolve to love her with the Wrinkles of Fifty 


as well as with her Bloom of Fifteen ? What, 


if her Fortune ſhould prove an ideal One ? 
Or granting it to be real, what if unfore- 
ſeen Accidents, or even her ill Conduct, 
ſhould reduce you Both to Beggary; can 
you reſolve ſtill to love her, cheriſh her, and 
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ſtruggle to ſupport her, as well in Poverty as | 


in Plenty ? Or will not Love ſubſide, where 


Indigence begins? Will not your Fidelity 
break looſe, and your Promiſe vaniſh- . 


with the Subſtance? The compleateſt Beau- 
ty muſt fade: Time will dig Furrows in 
the ſmootheſt Cheeks: The | moſt ſtriking 
| Graces will vaniſh before a long Fit of Sick- 
neſs: Frequent Breedings, Infirmities, and 
innumerable Caſualties, may metamorphoſe 
the very Woman, whom your heated 
Imagination raiſes to the dignity of an 
Angel, and turn her to an Object of Horror. 


Can you reſolve, under ſuch a Circumſtance,” 
to love her with equal Tenderneſs and Sin- 
- cerity as when -ſhe appear'd the moſt - 


lovely in your Eye? But I'll ſuppoſe the 


Woman, whom you propoſe to marry, 


a laſting Beauty, What will all her Beauty 
affect you, when one Month has made 
you uſed to her Face? Can you reſolve to 


love her on, when her Perſon ſhall ſtrike 


you 
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you leſs? Perhaps You. think, her Senſe 
will be a Stay to your Fidelit Jo when: her 
Beauty is gone. Happy You and She, if it 
prove ſol But what if the ill Uſe, She 
my make, of that Senſe, ſhould make you 


She had _— What if She ſhopld | 


proye ill-natyred, brajous, diſſolute, of 
ever-ſq extravagantly unruly; Can you re- 
ſolye, with Tenderneſs, Meckneſs, inviolable 


. - Fidelity and good Example, to ſtudy 


means to reclaim her; ſtill to love her; z and 
no otherwiſe to corre& her than as 18 moſt 


conducive to her Good, your mutual Peace, 


and the Edification of your Children? If 
you have theſe Diſpofitions in you; you 
have ſome reaſon to think, you are call .d to 
a State of Wedlock. | 

But You, Maidens or Widows, what diſ- 
poſitions are you in? You may, perhaps, 


from Vanity, Hopes, or Something which 


looks like Experience, promiſe Jourſelyes. the 
moſt enviable 1 of F _ in Wedlock 


«© © «© 


; appointment is cr uelly ue How 


then are you diſpoſed to meet it? Does 
the comely Form of any Man pleaſe you ? 
Have a Care: The Gratifications of the Eye 
are often follow'd by the moſt exquiſit 


Tortures of the Heart. But you, ten- to- 
one, are very indifferent about the Perſon R 


of any Man, ſo he does but admire Yours. 


But 
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But what if a Man ſhould tell you, you are 
handſome, or endow'd with all the Per- 
fections your Sex can aſpire to; can you 
therefore promiſe yourſelves Happineſs in 
Wedlock with him? Perhaps, he has faid 

the ſame, nay ſworn it, to Hundreds, before 
you, and deceived them ? What affurance 

| have you that he ſpeaks as he thinks? And 
granting he does, may you not be ſadly con- 

vinced in a Month after Marriage, that 
Men can change their Minds? What Diſ- 

233 then do you find in yourſelves to 

bear the killing Diſappointment, when the firſt 

Wane of the Marriage-Moon ſhall transform 
you from the Idol of his Folly, to the Ob- 
ject of his Indifferertce ; if not of his Hatred 
and Contempt? Can you, for the Love of 
Gop, continue your Love your Tenderneſs 
and Fidelity to a Monſter, who, not con- 

tent with ſquandering what ſhould ſupport 
you and your Infants, on Harlots, Gameſters, 
or at leaſt idle.Companions, ſhall reel- home 

half Beaſt, half Inſect, to load you with 
Filth and ill Uſage? If he ſhould reduce 
you from Affluance to Beggary, can you find 
in your Hearts, as faithful Wives, to nurſe 
him in Sickneſs, to ſupport and work for 
him in Priſon or in Want ? Can you return 
his brutal Moroſeneſs with Aſſiduity to pleaſe 
him, his Barbarity with Tenderneſs, his 

groſſer Injuries with Love and Fidelity? 

When your affectionate Behaviour ſhall be 
ol. 1. Mm cCall'd 
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| call'd fulſome, your Reſervedneſs ſhall bg 


matter of Jealouſy, your Tears be conſtrued in- 
to Hypocriſy and your Smiles into Treachery; 
when all you ſay ſhall be interpreted into Of. 
fence, and your very Silence be reputed a 


Crime; can you ſtill bear it all with Patience, 
Fortitude and Reſignation. I myſelf have 


known more than one Inſtance of Women 
unjuſtly wreck'd to Death by flow degrees 
with Brutes of this Stamp: Women of 


Merit ; and Women, who, perhaps, thought 


as well of themſelves before Marriage, and 
promiſed themſelves as much Happineſs in 
it, as the moſt Deſerving of You can. do. 
And what has happen'd may happen again; 
and (it may be) to You, * Are you then ſure, 
that, under ſuch Trials, you could ſtill ſup- 
port the Character of - chaſte and prudent 
Wives, and work your Salvation with Gop? 


If fo, there is great probability that you are 
call'd to a Marriage-State. Elſe believe me, 


Young Men and Maids, you know not what 
you do by running raſhly into this. State, 
For it is at leaſt a hundred to one, in em- 
bracing Wedlock, without being thus pre- 
pared for the worſt, but you wed your 
Damnation. wr 

Never be deceived by the fond Notion 
that Pomp or Riches will any ways com- 


penſate the eſſential Breaches of Harmony 


in a Marriage-State, or render them leſs 
pungent. For in the firſt Place where Diſ- 
cord 
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cord reigns Oeconomy ſeldom rules, and want 


of Oeconomy will ſink the largeſt Fortune 


to Indigence. And Secondly, all the Riches 


of Peru cannot cure à bleeding Heart. 


Without Peace the choiceſt Jewels are but the 


ppings of Miſery in a conjugal State. A 
ch and fix may waft you from one end 
of the. Kingdom to the Other, but cannot 


carry you one ſtep from your Diſcontent. 


Think then, on the worſt you can meet 


with in Marriage; and think, how able you 


are to bear-with it like Chriſtians, before 


you venture into a Marriage-State Think 


on the Cares attending the Education of 
Children, and your own Abilities for the 
Task. As well as the Comfort which good 


Children afford, weigh the ſtinging Anguiſh 


of Parents when they turn out vicious or 


. fooliſh, Judge, from what you now feel 


from the Apprehenfions of it, what you 
may feel from the Reality. If you can 
undergo every. Hardſhip for the Sake of 
them and your Conſort; are you ſure, if 
both ſhould prove as you with, that you 
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can reſign them to Gop, when he ſhall pleaſe 


to take them from you. Are you in no 


danger of loving Them more than Gon and 


loſing your Creator for his Creature? All 


theſe Points ought. you ſeriouſly to conſider 


before you engage in this State, if you wiſh 


not to buy a Long and woeful Repentance 
with a haſty Determination. . 
Yo! Mm2 They 
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They who enter into Weedlock, engage 


in a. dangerous unequal Lottery, where even 
They, who embark upon right Principles, 


have ſcarce a trivial Prize to hope for out of 
a thouſand Blanks, modeſtly ſpeaking. What 
then have They to expect, who raſhly run 
into it at a Venture? In other Lotteries 
you know the worſt before- hand, and there- 
fore may the more eaſily ſet down with the 
Loſs. But here it is ſcarcely poſſible even to 
fear bad enough; and nothing leſs is at Stake 
than your Eaſe, your Tranquility, your 


Life and Salvation. What Prudence then 


does it not behove you to make uſe of, to 


make a tolerable Choice. It is your Buſineſs 


to ſee whether Gop calls you to this State: 
But when you find you are call'd to it, it is 
the Advice of Friends, which will beſt aſſiſt 


you to fix your Choice well. Firſt then 


conſult your own Hearts, your virtuaus:and 
vicious Inclinations to find-out, whether 


may. hope for the Means of Godlineſs and 


Salvation in Matrimony, Then conſult 
your Parents, that their Experience may 
enable you to ſteer wide of Folly and Paſ- 
fion in the Choice of the Perſon with whom 
you may enter into it. e "10, LON 

Your Parents may and ought to aſſiſt you 
with Advice, and no-doubt will adviſe you 
for the beſt, if you but conſult them. They 


have a natural Right to this Deference, and 


it is your Intereſt temporal and eternal ta 


b 
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pay it them, They may aſſiſt you with a 
neceſſary and proper Eſtabliſhment. And 
Gop may and will, in reward of your Obe- 
dience, give a Bleſſing to your Choice: 
Riches are given by Parents, but a prudent 
Wife or Husband is properly a Gift from the = 
Lord, ſays the wiſeſt of Men. “ ' Deſerve this tow 
Bleſſing then, You who are call'd to it, by“ 
recurring to Gop in Prayer. Invite your 
Saviour to your Wedding, and conſult him 
before-hand for proper Motives. Away with 
all Confiderations of Fleſh and Cnctrit- 
cence ;/ let your Motives be pure and holy 
as the Sacrament you approach to is. Let 
e and Infidels couple together for ſordid. 
yarice or Ambition : "Lat your chief Care 
be to chuſe a virtuous Perſon, with whom 
you may join in a holy Struggle for Chri- 
ſtian Peace in this Life, and Glory in ano- 
ther; Let Swine herd together for the gra- 
tifications of Senſuality : But You, like Chri- 
ſtians, wed with the pure Intention of ſub- 
duing the Luſts of the Fleſh, and regulating 
your Paſſions to the Glory of Gop and the 
ublic Good. And thus diſpoſed, embrace 
the Name of Gop this holy honourable 
State, For thus diſpoſed you ill be truly 
fit for it. But firſt it is fit you know the 
Obligations which you lay yourſelves under 
in embracing it, andy parting with your 
err by Marriage-l * | | 
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II. There are two Sorts of Matrimonial 
Promiſe, the One in future, the Other in 
preſent: Neither of which can prudently be 
made without the Preſence of your Director, 
ar ſome ather Prieſt, and your Parentsor other 
proper Witneſſes. The Perſons promiſing 

muſt be at an Age of Diſcretion ſufficient ta 
know the Importance of the State they 
engage in, perfectly free, and capable of 
Choice, and no-way controul'd or over awed 
to it. Decency requires that. both the Par- 
ties be not over- young, and Prudence de- 
mands that They be not greatly indigent. 
Elſe, what Chance can their Children have 
2 prudent Education; or how ſhall They 
por Each-other in Sickneſs, Wants and 
er Caſualties? Or finally what probabi- 
lity 3 is there, that ſuch raw Naw in Life 
as Boyiſh Husbands will follow the Apaſtle's 
Counſel and having Compaſſion for the 


28. Peter weaker Veſſel, & treat Tn like a Companion 


„ and Help-mate rather than uſe her like a 
Slave ; for want of which, ſuch ſtrange 
Diſorders fill the World, and bring Diſgrace 
upon the holy Sacrament: of Marriage ſo 
honourable in itſelf ? In all well regulated 
Cities, what care is taken to inſpect into 
the State of Arts and Sciences and every 
other Calling in Life! Is Marriage then not 


, worthy of Some public Care? That is the 


State of higheſt Importance to the Com- 
monwealth of Human Nature, Yet all 
which 


* 
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Which! is conſider d in it, is ſordid Intereſt or 
re ptil Pleaſure. What Horror muſt it not 
cr eate, in every thinking Chriſtian's Breaſt, 
to ſee ſuch Numbers hurried into it by 


other's Folly or their own, more fit to go 


to School, like Children as they are, than to 
breed or bring-up Others! What can ſuch 
Raſhneſs tend to but to make the Parties 
mutually unhappy, their Offspring doubly 
wretched in their Parents and themſelves, 
and to ſpread the World with Scandal and 
Diſorders, as the preſent Age can witneſs, ' 

The Parties engaging in this Sacrament 
are Miniſters of it; and therefore ought to 
be in a State of Grace, if they mean not to 
commit a double Sacrilege. Therefore is it, 
that the Church requires them firſt to go 
to Confeſſion and Communion. This is the 
Way to invite Jesvs and his Bleſſed Mother 
to the Wedding, and this the ſureſt means 
of ſecuring their Bleſſing to it. 

When two Perſons inveſted with Power and 
liberty to Contract, have ſolemnly promiſed 
Marriage to Each- Other, they are from 
that inſtant the Property of Each-Other ; 
and without the moſt legitimate Cauſes, 
judged ſuch by the Law, are inſeparable. 
for Life, and equally bound to avoid all 
foreign Amours as if they were actually 
married ; and that under pain of the ſame 
Species of Guilt, that is, Adultery. And 
yet from the Time of Such Promiſes, to 
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the Celebration of Marriage, both Parties 


are bound to obſerve the utmoſt Decorum 
of Modeſty and Purity towards Each-Other, 


as much as if they had no Engagements to 


One- another. For however indiffoluble 
their Union be' of Body and Will, yet they 
cannot without Sin ks any of ru Liber. 
ties which wound Modeſty before Marriage 
tho' allowable after it. For this Reaſon it 
is, that the Church abſolutely forbids that 
Perſons promiſed to Each-Other ſhould . 
dwell under the ſame Roof, till married, 
During that Interval all your mutual Con- 
verſations ought to- be holy, and all your 
Leiſure ſpent in Prayer to God to implore 
his Grace and Aſſiſtance to receive well 
and make a holy uſe of ſo holy a Sacra- 
ment. 

When I talk of Promiſes of Future Mar- 
riage, I chiefly mean Such as are made on 
wiſe and honourable Terms, after mature 
Deliberation, with the Advice and Conſent 
of Friends, and in the preſence of God's 
Miniſter. For as to thoſe ſenſeleſs Engage- 
ments which young giddy Perſons ſo often 
run into, without Advice or Thought, in a 
fond Fit, tete a tete, and frequently with 
very little Knowledge of Each-Other, tho 
once they are made, they become equally 
obligatory ; yet are they as fooliſh as they 


are unlawful, Have a Care, Young Wo- 


men, how you ſuffer yourſelves to be drawn 


„ / T 
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into a Snare of this fort. When a Young | 


Man asks you to promiſe him Marriage, 
do you conſider what he asks? Nothing 
leſs than your Liberty, and ſeldom leſs 
than your Ruin. If his Intentions are 


| honeſt, and Both of you are at liberty; why 


is he not as ready to marry you asto promiſe 
you Marriage ? Or if all Circumſtances do 
not actually ſuit. on both Sides; why is 
he afraid to truſt the Continuation of your 
Eſteem for him to the Continuation of his 


own Good Behaviour? Believe me, if you 


7. 


had but a juſt Senſe of your own Safety and Ef 


of the general Baſeneſs of Young Men; 


you would rather be moved to Indignation 
than to Compliance by ſuch a Requeſt. 
Never vainly flatter yourſelves that it is the 
Exceſs of his Love for you which prompts 


him to it. No, it is more often the Effect 


of a treacherous Deſign ſuggeſted by the 
light Opinion he has of your Diſcretion. 
Not one Man out of a hundred asks a 
Woman» to promiſe him Marriage, but 
with the ungenerous and (generally ſpeaking, 
I dare ſay) miſtaken Notion, that, if he can 
but prevail with her to part with her Li- 
berty, he ſhall eafily perſuade her to part 
with her Honour, And tho' This, perchance, 


ſhould not be the Intention of your Lovers, 


for it is hard and dangerous to judge of 
Particulars ; yet it is greatly to be fear'd, 
leſt: the Levity you diſcover in parting with 

11... the 
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the One, ſhould embolden him to attempt to 


rob you of the Other. And what can be 


the Conſequence but Shame and Miſery ? 
For, generally ſpeaking, once a Man has 
gain'd before Marriage the low Ends for 
which alone the Generality of Men are cor- 
rupt enough to engage in it, he deſpiſes the 
moſt ſolemn Ties by which he attain'd to 
it, and-ſeldom repairs the Injury done but 
with a greater, by devoting to Shame the 
Woman he has decoy'd into Ruin. Be- 


ware then, of ſuch Capital Miſtakes. Never 
part with your Liberty till you part with 


it for good. When all Obſtacles are re- 


moved, when your Affections are mutually 
fix'd, your Motives ſanctified, and Nothing 


is wanting in Conſcience, Perſon, or Cir- 
cumſtance to unite you wiſely and lawfully 
but agreeing on the Day, then it is time 
enough to promiſe Marriage. Till then, 
if you value your Peace in this Liſe, or 
your Happineſs in the next, never enter 


into any Such haſty Engagements. In all 


the Experience I have had in Life, I never 
yet found one of theſe huddled Promiſes 


but what has been attended with a great 


deal of Wretchednefs to one or the other 
Party, if not to Both. | 
But what! What, youw/! ſay, has all this 
to do with a religious Sermon? A great deal, 
«© Chriſtians, For I would fain perſuade you, 


that it is even your worldly Intereſt to be 


good 
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good Chriſtians, by being obedient to the Diſ- 
ciplin and Decorums taught you by Chriſt 
and his Church. And therefore is it, that 
I have ſaid thus much towards convincing 
You, that the Goſpel requires nothing of 
You, for your eternal Salyation, but what 
is greatly conducive even to your temporal 
Happineſs. Be wiſe then and follow her 
Directions, that you may not by one haſty 
miſtaken Step purchaſe a Life of fruitleſs 
. bie 
When Jonathan was ſentenced to Death 
for having undeſignedly broken the Faſt, 
which his Father Saul had by Oath obliged 
all his Subjects to; the thought of Death was 
leſs inſupportable to him than the Reflection 
on the trifling Satisfaction which was like 
to coſt him ſo dear. It was the Thought 
of paying down his Life for one paſſing 
Tale of a little Honey, which unmann'd 
him, and drew from this death-defying 
Terror of the Philiſtins that melancholy 
melting Complaint, * I have but taſted a little * 1 Kings 
Honey, and lo I die! If you, when con- 
vinced that you are call'd to the Marriage- 'Y 
State, do but wiſely follow the Directions 
of the Church; if you conſult Gop, con- 
ſult your own Heart and make uſe. of all 
the diſcreet Precautions you can in deter- 
mining your Choice; if you are cautious of 
parting with your Liberty, and faithful to 
pour Promiſe and to Decency, once you do 
2273 | £ N MSc part 
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part with it ; tho' you ſhould be diſappointed 
at laſt, all the Evils you can meet with 


will be render'd-ſ\upportable to you by the 


pleaſing Reflection, that you did not bring 
them on yourſelves. Whereas ſhould you 
be hurried away by a few minutes Flattery 


into a Life of conjugal Miſery ; how intole. 


rable will your Loſs of Happineſs appear 
to you, when you ſhall reflect on the infig- 
nificant Trifle of Pleaſure for -which you 


| conſented to part with that Happineſs. 


With what inconſolable Anguiſh will you 
not be reduced to cry out. I have but 


taſted a little Honey, and lo I die! - + 
Endeavour then, Young People, by Prayer 


and Prudence to avoid an unhappy Choice. 


Ass for you, Married People, this Advice is 
too late: All I can at preſent adviſe you to 
zs, like the induſtrous Bee, to ſuck Honey 


from the bittereſt Flowers. Think not 


what I have ſaid, however, totally foreign 


to your Improvement. If you are not- at 


_r Liberty; Many of you have Children 


re who are at theirs. And if Some of them 
are too young to benefit by what I have 


ſaid; you are not too young to conceive the 
ſame Sentiments, and to bring them forth to 
them, when they ſhall be mature enough 
to conceive them. Remember, that, tho 


u cannot without mortal Sin controul 


their Choice, or ſacrifice them againſt their 
Liking to any Companion for Life, what- 


ever 
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erer worldly Advantages may prompt 


u ſo to do; yet are you bound in 
Conſcience to apply all the good Coun- 
ſel, Tenderneſs and Prudence you can 
make uſe of, in order to bias them as 

much as poſible to a better Choice. Do 
it then, that they may be happy and you 


in them. Teach them to walk in the 


Vocation they have received from Gop, 
and ſtrengthen yaur Precepts with Ex- 
ample by walking ſo yourſelves. 

I have a great deal to ſay to you concern- 
ing the Duties of your State, but muſt leave 
: to another Opportunity; Your Patience, 

preſume, as well as my Time, is quite 
hen: And I have this Encouragement to 

iſmiſs you, without adding any thing 
more, 925 there are Few here but will 
gladly excuſe me from any Improvements 
of Mind or Heart which I can give them 
at the expence of their Amuſements. / I ſhall 
therefore conclude with beſeeching Gop to 
grant you All the Grace, before Marriage 
or in it, to make ſuch a holy uſe of this 
Sacrament as may render you worthy of 
the Benefits of it; that living here as Chri- 
ſtian Men and Wives ought to do, 
may continue a' glorious Union beyond 
Death, and be as Angels in 1 7 5 Which 
I the ne; Part 8 
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Tord, i thou wilt, Mou can ſt make me 


TFF 
clean... Twill. Be thou made clean. 
D _ ELL, Young People, W uch 
e All ont of; bu 


RES] mour with the Marriage- 
State? Which of You All is 
eſs in a 1 25 to put on the 
E conjugal Shackles, for any 
Thing I haye faid to. reftrin, your Eager 
neſs? If Aught; has not fg ra- 
ther made you more earneſt to try, whethe 

what 1 have ſaid be real or bon 1 2 
word, inſtead of blunting your curious Im- 
petuoſity, have I not ſharpen d the Edge of 
it? Before my laſt Sunday's Sermon, I was 
apprehenſive of Nothing ſo much as of in- 
| A 2 CUrTang 
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curring the Indignation of your Suitors, by 
putting Some of you ſoberly on your Guard 
againſt the Follies and Frauds too generally 
practiſed in modern Courtſhips. But Your- 
- ſelves ſoon convinced me, I had little to fear 


from ſuch a Quarter. A certain Something on 


the gay Countenances of Many of you gave 
me room rather to fear, that I was labouring 
only to make you merry at your own Coſt. 


It is fine Talking fay'd You : Or, if 


ou did not fay it, you look'd it.. It is fine 
* Talking againſt Wedlock, for Men who 
«© may not engage in it. But what muſt 
* become of the World, if All thought 


« alike? And what Judge can a Prieſt: be 
© of Marriage? Yet have a Care, Dear 
Children: It is dangerous jeſting upon ſeri- 
ous Truths. Prieſts are in a Mid- State be- 


tween Single Perſons at full Liberty, and 
Perſons who, by Marriage, have parted with 
Liberty. Happily reſtrain'd from the Woes 
of Wedlock, they are free to All the envia- 
ble Comforts of - Celibacy. Prieſts then are 
Parties wholly unconcern'd in the Intereſts 


of the One and the other Sort, on every | 
other Score than that of fraternal Charity; 
and therefore the Fitteſt to decide between 


Both. Their Function obliges them to hear 
and ſee daily but too many of the Miſeries 


attending Marriage, not to have daily freſh 


Reaſon ta, thank their Almighty Protector 
for mercifully calling them to a ſafer, hap- 
9 pier, 
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pier, ſublimer State. Certain indeed it is, 
that they purchaſe not their Knowledge at 
fo. dear a rate as They do, who are actually 
married: Still is their Experience not more 
dubious for coſting leſs. However, if Vou 
are reſolved to think that bought Experience 


is beſt; ask Married People, whether, or 


not, it can be ſafe for You to enter inconſi- 
derately into the Marriage-State, -- 
What ſay You, Married Folks? Are 
there no Dangers in Wedlock, no unfore- 


| ſeen Difficulties to encounter, beyond All 


which Single Perſons can feel or ſurmize? 
Ah! Are there None actually among You, 
to whom I am now ſpeaking, who, if you 


might with Safety and Prudence. throw off 


the forced Serenity on your Countenances, 


. - would with wringing Hands confeſs, that 


you daily meet with but too many and juſt 


Reaſons to wiſh, you had never raſhly en- 


ter d into it. And why, but for the Griev- 
ances and manifold Obſtacles to Salvation, 
which you are daily ſubject to, either from 


your pait Folly in parting with Liberty too 
baſtily, or from your preſent Imprudence in 
neglecting the Means of making your Yoke 


eaſy to One- another and to Vourſelves? 
And what then? Is Marriage to bear the 


„Blame of All? Is Matrimony to be made 


„ accountable for all the Miſeries of mar- 


« ried People? No Chriſtians, no: Far 
be it from me to hint thus much. Already 


+ have 
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have I told you, on the contrary, that 
Marriage is an honourable State, eſtabliſh'd, 
confirm'd, and render'd honourable by Gop 
himſelf; inſtituted in Paradiſe ; bleſt with 
advantageous Promiſes in This, and in a 
better World; honour'd with the Preſence 
of Chriſt, and by him raiſed to the Dignity 
of a Sacrament, Marriage then, is ve 
far from being contemptible in itſelf : If 
therefore, O married Chriſtians, Tt be 
brought into Contempt by the unclean 
Uſe which is too frequently made of it 
among you; the greater Reproach is yours 
for bringing Scorn upon ſo ſacred and 
honourable an Inſtitute, by your raſhly 
running into it, without being call'd by 
Gon, or by perverting the Graces of it 
when you are abſolutely engaged in it: 
Enough, I preſume, I may have ſaid to 
the Single againſt the Former of theſe 
Grand Miſtakes, to render them excuſeleſs 
ſhould they henceforth be guilty of ſuch 
Raſhneſs. And therefore, in This Diſcourſe; 
to You alone, O wedded Perfons, I mean 
_ to addreſs myſelf; to try, if, perchance, I 
may recall you from the Latter, from 
that Abuſe of matrimonial Graces to which 
Vou owe the matrimonial Miſeries you 
labour under. „ 
And O! how many of you ſtand in need 
of every Help to raiſe you up? For ah! 
how wretchedly are moſt. of You over- 
ve. I. 0% _ ' whelm'd 
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whelm'd with Woes of your own elle ? 
What, but your own Perverſity is the Ganſe, 
that That ſacred Inſtitute which the Al. | 
mighty eſtabliſh'd on purpoſe to preſerve 

you from Miſery, Sin and Uneleanneſs is 
made the Matter of your Corruption and 
Anguiſh ? Senfible of the Sufferings you 
groan under in Wedlock, You are tao in- 
dolent to ſearch into the true Source of 
them which is in yourſelves: And there- 
fore you throw all the Reproach of your 
Evils on the Marriage-State, inſtead of 
throwing it as you "ſhould; on your on 
| perverſe Uſe of the Graces annext 10 that 
State. For no other End did Gon raiſe 
Matrimony to the Dignity of a Sacrament 
in the new Law than for This, that ſuch 
. Chriſtians as engage in it might nevet be 
at a Loſs for Graces ſufficient to rea Com- 
fort and Salvation from it. But the Mis- 
fortune is, that matrimonial Grace: is the 
leaſt Thing which Chriſtians in general ſeek 
for in Matrimony. The Misfortune is, that 
| Inſtead of uſing that Grace you neglect it, 
inſtead of improving, You forfeit -it, | for 
the Corruptions of the Fleſh. And yet 

inſenſible, that the Cauſe of your Miſetits 
is wholly i in yourſelves,” when you are preſt 
by them beyond your Power of bearing, 
you ſeck for Remedies every-where but 
in yourſelves: Like the Leper in our Goſ- 


pel, eruſted over with — you 
| | od 


+4 þ i 


after te EPIPHANY, = 283 
lay all the Buſineſs of your Cure upon Gon, 

Lord, i thou wilt, Thou can'ſt make me 

clean ; but take no care yourſelves to co-ope- 


rate with him in compleating your Cure. | 

ö Whereas, ſays the Lord, I will: Be Thou 

made clean. Be but Every-One of Vou as 

> proving my Graces as I am liberal in 

f granting them; and all your Uncleannefs 

a ſhall be cured, all your Evils ſhall be re- 

; moved, All your Sufferings then, O martied 

f People, are the Fruits of your own Supine- 

1 neſs. To remove therefore, this fatal Cauſe 

t of your Evils in Marriage ſhall be my 

8 preſent Study, by laying before you two 

t Things; LO, FOLIA 7 SON : 

, . I. The chief Ends, which, as Chriſtians, 

; vou ought, All of you, to propoſe to 

1 ©, _ yourſelves in the Marriage-State: and _ 

X II. The main Obſtacles" you ought to 

L ſtruggle to remove, in order to attain 

g to thoſe deſirable Ends. 1 

1 A ſteady Attention to the One Part will, 

I hope, finiſh to convince you, that the 

t great : Purpoſe of all for which Gop calls 

Q you to a Marriage - State is, as St. Peter 1 
t lays, that you may by Inheritance, poſs 8 , 
7 ei a Benediction: And a practical Study ii. 
t of the Other, may enable you to» deſerve 

— 


that Benediction, and to render it laſting, 


— fo 
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0]! Grant it loving Saviour, for thy 
e 'Mercy's Sake: And ſince, whom Gop 
*© has join'd, no Man may ſeparate; give 
© to all wedded Chriſtians, the Grace of 
* Chriſtian Love, and ſuch a perfect Har- 


„ mony as links thy Church with Thee. 


Let not their Union be, like that of fet- 
<« ter'd Fiends, the Aggravation of Each- 


„ Other's Guilt and Miſery, but rather a 


1 Cor. 


FE: reciprocal Incitement to deſerve the 


4 Bleffings thou haſt call'd them to,” 


I. Marriage, of itſelf, Beloved, is neither 


a Virtue nor a Vice; but a Stay to the One, 


and a Curb to the Other. Vet is it, b 


means of the Sacramental Grace whi 


Chriſt has dignify'd it with, become, as it 
was, the Sanctuary of every Virtue. Matri- 
mony then, ſo far from being contemptible, 
is a holy and a noble State; rich with the 
greateſt Bleſſings to Such as engage in it 
wiſely and perſevere in it chaſtely, ſoberly 


and piouſly. It is even neceſſary to Salva- 


tion, for Such as have not the Gift of Con- 
tinence. For without that Gift, there is no 
Medium between the Neceflity of marryin 
or of being burnt. And therefore St. Paul 


commands in ſuch Caſes that, every Man 


have his own Wife, and every Woman have 
her own Husband, This however is not 
the Caſe of every Man nor of every Wo- 
man ; And therefore Every-One cannot be 

| ps | included 
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| Included unexceptionably in this Precept. 
To Such then as can contain, the Liberty 
of marrying is only a ſimple Indulgence ; 
and That only where there are the Diſpo- 


ſitions eſſentially requiſit to fulfill the Duties 


of this State. For where any of thoſe Diſ- 
poſitions are totally wanting, or greatly 
deficient, it cannot but be extremely dan- 
gerous, and conſequently raſh to embrace 
the State of Wedlock; in-as-much-as, till 
_ thoſe Diſpoſitions are acquired, no Perſons 


can have reaſonable room to think they are 


call'd to it by Gop, For Gop, who tempts 
no Man beyond his Strength, calls None 
to any Duty or State in Life, without firſt 
offering them the Graces neceflary to ful- 
ie. | a . 
One thing however is infallibly true, that 


once a Perſon has embraced a Matrimonial 


Life, whether originally call'd to it by Gon 
or not, he is from that Minute call'd by 
God to uſe his utmoſt Endeavours to live 


_ Holily and undefiledly in it: And Gop is 


ready to ſupply him with the neceſſary 
Graces for that Purpoſe, if he will but 


recur to his Divine Majeſty for them. The 


firſt efficient Cauſe and Author of Martiage 
is Gop himſelf, who, ſovereignly in Love 


with Chaſtity, to imprint the _ Notion 


| of it in the Minds of Men, ordain'd that 
one Man and one Woman ſhould be join'd 
inſeparably together, in faithful Love and 


ſpotleſs 


— 
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ſpotleſs Union for Life, by inviolable Com- 
pact, and under ſuch Reſtrictions as he 
himſelf was pleaſed to lay down. It is 
not good, ſays the Lord, * for Man 70' be 
alone: Let us make to him a Help-mate 
like to himſelf. And they ſhall be du in 
one Fleſh, It is Gop then who ties the 
Marriage Knot; and therefore whatever 
Couple are lawfully married, whether par- 
_ ticularly call'd by him to. that State or 
not, of Two, they inſtantly become but 
one Fleſn and inſeparable. Whom Gon 
has join d together let not Man ſeparate, 
fays our Saviour Chriſt. + Now as our 
gracious Lord, on one hand, is too merciful 
to make the means of Salvation a Snare to 
Any, and, on the other, is pleaſed to join 
inſeparably in Wedlock even Thoſe who 
inconſiderately embrace it; it is evident, 
that the original Want of Vocation to Mar- 
riage exempts Not Thoſe from the Duties 
of it, who, without that Vocation, have 
been raſh enough to enter into it: Eſpe- 
cially ſince the divine Grace is never want- 
ing in this Life to Such as are at any 
time ready to co- operate with it. 
If then, Beloved, Any of you are con- 
ſcious to your ſelves of having raſhly enter d 
into a Cenjugal State, without ſufficiently 
conſulting 'Gop, to know whether he calld 
you to it or not; you are not therefore to 
deſpair of being able, through bis Grace, 


Which 


/ 
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which is ever ready at your Call, to fulfill 


the important Duties of it. No: That would 
be enhancing one Fault with ua greater. 
Yow have now jointly ſet your Hands to 
the Plough. It is too late to look back: 


And all you have now to do is to look 
carefully forward and ſtudy to turn your | 


paſt Imprudence to the beſt account ; by 


improving the Sacramental Grace and other 


Bleſſings annex'd: to the State you are in, 
the better to anſwer theſe Chriſtians Pur 


poſes which God 'expetts you to pres, | 


ſince you are married. 
ITbere are Six Views eb 
Chriſtian Couple, who are not E * 


agreed upon Virginal Chaſtity,” ought o 
oe” zin Wedlock, if they mean to be 


ppy here or heteafter, The Firſt 18 to 
the abſolute Will of Almighty Gon, 
which is, that All, who are at Liberty and 
cannot contain, embeace- a State of Wed- 
lock and that All, who do embrace it, 
live up to the Duties of it, with inviolable 
Chaſtity and Fidelity. This is the Wilt of 


FH Me; 
of 


Gad, ſays St. Paury * your Sancti fcution. 1 B. 
And how ſhalt you attain to that - SanCtifi- {ria wi. | 


fays, worthy of the Yocation you are call 
in, thi nos call dito. If God then ealls you 


to a Life of conjugal Chaſtity 5 you thivare 


the Divine Will, and put one Obſtacle” to 


| n own n SanRtfication, unleſs you em- 


brace 


„ * 


cation but by walking, as the ſame Apoſtle Jes wag 
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| brace that Life. And call'd to it or not 


call'd, once you have embraced it, the 
unalterable Will of your Gop, who is the 
Gop of Purity, is, that you preſerve that 
Chaſtity with inviolable Fidelity. And the 
deſire of fulfilling the will of Gop in both 
Theſe, is one of the great Ends. you 
ought to purſue in Marriage to obtain Sal- 
vation by it. l WOT, oc 
God, to give you an Idea of his 
other divine Virtues, ſuch as, his Truth, his 
| Juſtice, and Benevolence, has manifeſted 
' himſelf to you in his Works to be a true, 
equitable and merciful Being. So, to im- 
rint in you a lively Notion of his Purity, 
[x inſtituted the Sacred Diſpenſation of 
Marriage, that, by the obſervation of Cha- 
ſtity and other conjugal Reſtrictions, you 
might acknowledge him for the Pure and 
Chaſte Spirit he is. Another End then 
which Married Perſons ought to purſue is 
to repreſent, in the Holineſs of their Con- 
verſation and in the Purity of their Conduct to 
Each- other, the ſpotleſs Purity of the Gon 
who unites them. How wide then are thoſe 
Chriſtians from anſwering this ſacred End 
of Marriage, who carry their miſtaken 
Fondneſſes for Each-other to ſuch indecent 
| Liberties as Modeſty . muſt even bluſh to 
think of, as continent Heathens muſt bluſh 
to commit, and as favour more of palliated 
Proſtitution than the religions Rites of a 
Chriſtian 


% __ ack. % ͤͤ EE or rnd 
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Chriſtian Sacrament, Ah Chriſtians, mar- 


ried Chriſtians! Remember, that there is a 
conjugal N as well as a conjugal Cha- 
rity required of you, without which no 


Sandtification can be attain d by You, your 


very mutual Fondneſs cannot ſubſiſt long, 
1 Holy Ghoſt will not delight to re- 
fide, with. on. % „ 4 
The Third End to be purſued in Mar- 
„„ 
kind, by a chaſte Procreation of Children, 
with the ſublime and Chriſtian View, that, 
by this Means, a full Church may be ga- 
ther d on Earth and continued from Age 
to Age, to know and ſerve Gon, by the 
Miniſtry of the Goſpel in this Life, and 
to ſing and celebrate his-Praiſe to Eternity 
in the next. This ſacred Purpoſe the Young 
Totiah had in View, when married to his 
Virgin Bride. Lord, thou knoweſt, ſays he, 
that not for fleſhly Luft do I take my Siſter 
to Wife, but only for the Love of - Pofterity, 
in which thy Name may be bleſt forever and 


” " F 


0 o 


euer. * And This even Plato, tho but a Pb, 


and advantages of ſo well, that he lays it 
down as an eſſential Duty in Marriage: 
Let this, ſays he, be the chief Conſolation 


“ in Marriage: This the main Study and | 


Care of Wedded People; to perpetuate 
Human Nature; that leaving Children 
« of their Children, Theſe may ſubſtitute 


l. "Pp MM 


\ 


Heathen, could ſee the decency, neceſſity v. 
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in their Places, faithful Servants. and 
% Adorers of Gop forever. Again, It 
« is the duty of Parents, ſays he, to beget 
and educate Children, who may hand 
*« down Life to Poſterity like a reſplendent 


A 


A 


« 


A 


Lamp; that there may never be wanting 


te Some'of their Race, praiſing and honouc- 
* ing Gop, in the Obſervance of his Laws. 
O my Gop 1s it poſſible, that Sentiments ſo 
worthy of perfect Chriſtians, ſhould flow 
from the uninſpired Pen of a Pagan. Or 
ſhall it be ſaid, that a Heathen has given 
ſuch a Leſſon of Perfection as thy profeſt 
Servants want the Heart to practice? 
How came David, a Man according 
to Gop's own Heart, to incur the Dif- 
grace and forfeit the Protection of his Al- 
mighty Patron, in polluting his own and 
Bathſheba's Marriage with wicked Adultery ? 
How came the Chaſte Saſanna to merit the 
miraculous Protection of Heaven in favour 


of her Innocence, after ptefering Death and 
temporal Infamy to the Loſs of her conſu- 


100 forgot, while the Second never loſt Sight 
of, that other great End for which Marri- 


age was inſtituted, ht is, to be a Remedy 
againſt the hateful Confuſion of irregular 


and -promiſcuous Concupiſcence. Marriage 


is a Great and Holy Sacrament appointed 
by Gov, not for a Screen, but for a Curb 


to any Variety of libidinous Purſuits,” And 


2 


that this criminal Forgetfu 3 
the fatal Cauſe of the moſt important Miſ- 
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no longer than this End is kept i in View by. 
Man and Wife, no longer can Fidelity, 
Peace, or Grace, abide with them. From 
the Moment that Either loſes Sight of this 


End, what nameleſs Indiſcretions will not, 


enſue? And if Theſe are not carried to the 
moſt criminal lengths; what Jealouſies, at 
leaſt, will they not create in the Breaſt of the 
oppoſit Party! And Peace ever departs by 
the ſame 7 05 through which Jealouſy. 


enters. What Feuds then, what. endleſs. 


Strife, . and irremediable Diſorders in this 
Life, and what irreparable Damnation in 


the next, muſt not they prepare themſelves 
for, who invert the ſacred Purpoſes « of this 


holy Inſtitute, by making That a Cover for 
lawleſs. ie which was intended by 
Gop, and ought to be uſed by Men, as a, 
Bridie to their licentious Appeti tites! Look 
wund the World, conſult all Hiſtorians 
ſacred and profane; and _ £10 will find, 


chiefs, which have befallen human Nature. 


It' was probably This which lay'd the World 


under, Water; This was the firſt Step to the 


Ruin of Sodom. This bury'd Troy in it's 
own Aſhes; ſubverted the Monarchy. of 
Rome: And without running fo far back for 


Inſtances of the Evils it has cauſed, it was 
owing to Nothing more than the Want of 


keeping this End of Marriage in view; 


P * 2 that 


neſs. has 0 
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that One of our own wretched, Princes, % 
gave the mortal Blow to Religion in our 
unhappy Nation, and. open'd. the. Flood- 


gates of Hereſy, Infidelity and Atheiſm, 


which have now almoſt overwhelm'c 4 this 
miſerable Land. 


So has inſeparably join'd . Man and 
Wife that They may educate as well as 
beget Children, 'and may be mutually” al- 
ſiſtant and conſoling to Each-Other. Brutes 
are incapable of Reaſon, Virtue and Grace ; 
and thererefore, once they are begotten and 


rear d to an Age to provide for their Hunger, 


Providence has thought fit to permit, that 
the Brutes who begot them ſhould not only 
loſe all Tenderneſs for them, but. even all 
Knowledge of them. But it is quite other- 
wiſe with Mankind: Their Offspring, as 

well as Themſelves, are endow'd with 
Reaſon and Freewill, to know and e 


their Maker; and are capable of Grace and 


N Rom. x. 


Charity to love and invoke him. How then, 
as St. Paul obſerves, + ſhall they ine, 


in whom they have "not believed? Or - how 


ſhall they be eve him whom they have not 
heard? And how ſhall they. hear without a. 
Preacher? For tho' Gop has been pleaſed 
to reveal himſelf to Man, by the means of 
his Church; yet has he not thought it ne- 
ceſſary to make hmſelf known, by im- 


mediate Revelation, to Fan The 


1 Knowledges of a Chriſtian then, muſt. 
be 
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be acquired by a Chriſtian Education. And 
who ſo proper to inſtill that Education, 
by Precept and Example, into Children 
from their earlieſt Infancy, as the Parents 
who inſtill'd Life into them? This then is 
the Fifth End which Married Chriſtians 
| ought to paris in ts holy State of Wed- , 
| lock. 
The Laſt and 0 of all is; that 
they may mutually conſole, affiſt, and 
encourage One-another, amidſt the dif-. 
culties and labours of temporal Life, but 
more eſpecially in the conſtant Struggles 
after eternal Felicity. It cannot then be 
anſwering the Deſign of Gop in rendering 
Man and Wife inſeparable for Life, for 
Them to live in Strife, Enmity, Malice, 
Fractiouſneſs or Untowardneſs with One- 
another, No: the Love and Harmony of 
Man and Wife ought to be ' reciprocal; 
ardent, pure and unchangeable like that of 
Chriſt and his Church. 4 will ſays St. Paul,“ * 1 Tim. 
that the, Men pray in every Place: lifting, 
up pure Hands without Anger and diſputing: 
But as; becometh good Husbands hkewi/e, 4 
ſays St. PETER, + dwelling with their Wives 1% Peter 
according to \ Knowledge, as to the weaker femi- " 
nin Veſſel. imparting Honour, as it was, to 
the Cobeirs alſo of the Grace of Life, that 
your Prayers be not hinder d. Men then 
are to love and cheriſh their Wives, to com- 
en them and bear with their Foibles, 
as 


ai. * of . atm 
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"as of the weaker Veſſels: Men inſtead of de- 


ſpiſing or ill-uſing their Wives, on account 


of their Weakneſs, are to regard them with 


Honour, as Coheirs and Fellow Strugglers 
with them /i 1n Grace and eternal Life: Nay 
more, They are never to diſturb, by brutal 
Anger, and Broils, that Peace of Mind and 
Heart which is ſo neceflary to qualify Them- 
ſelves and their Wives for the Duty of in- 
ceſſant Prayer. Men love your Wives and be 


Here, Husbands, is a poſitive Precept 
for you without acetone Whatever 
Faults then your Wives may have, you are 
bound to love them. Whatever Provoca- 
tions they may give you, nothing will ever 

juſtify your treating them with Bitterneſs. 
To ftudy to reclaim them, when greatly 
faulty, you may and ought. But even 
That muſt be done not with Severity but 


with Tenderneſs; not with moroſe and rude 
Treatment, but with Gentleneſs and Sweet- 
"neſs; not in Hatred or Indifference, but with 


an ardent and generous Affection, free from 


Diſſimulation, Compulſion or idle Jealou- 
ſies, and with a Readineſs of Soul to lay 
down your Lives for their Salvation. Hui- 
reha, bands love your Wives, ſays St. Paul, + as 


Chriſt alſo loved the Church, and del _ 4 | 
himſelf for it, that be might anctiſy 
Chriſt loved his Church, and how Ka 15 
* his Love; by Cruelty and Severity? 

No: 
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No: : but by the utmoſt Signs of Tenderneſs; ; 

W. Ech forth his precious Blood for 
it's Sanctification, and cheriſhing it in Holi- 
neſs, like his own, Body. So. ſays ii 
Apoſtle, * /o alſo Men oe to love their * Lid. 
Wives. as their own Badies. N 

In this, O Husbands, you will find your 
own ; EL if you allow. yourſelves - 
time to reflect. Once married you are 
inſeparable for Life, and however indifferent 
you may. grow to Each- other, to whatever 
Diſtance you may remove your Dwellings, 
your Intereſts are ow ſo indiviſibly link d, 9 
that it is impoſſible Either ſhould, 0 1 
perfect Peace without the Other's ſharing in 
it. Vour mutual Happineſs — «ſſeatilly 
depends on your mutual Union of Soul. 
You cannot hate or.ill-treat 1 vrith⸗ 
out hating and ill-treating yourſelves. He i 
that loveth his Miſe, loueth himſelf. + ſays + Bid. 
St. Paul. Can you then, You., who are | 
generally ſo very fond of yourſelves, be 
ſuch Traitors to your own Intereſt, as not to 
uſe all your Induſtry to ſupport: this con- 
jugal Love towards the inſeparable, Partners 
of your Pleaſures and Pains ? No; Man ſays 
the ſame divine Writer, + ever hated bis own, t Bil.” 


F. 15 but nouriſheth and cberiſbeth it as 


alſo. Chrift the Church. Men then, be 
wiſe, be Friends to yourſelves and love 
* Wi Ld as cg . loved the Jenreh, 
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But tg it behoves You, O Wives, and 
| Gop expects it of you, to give your 
| Husbands a helping hand. Let Woman, 
| i. ſays St. PAUL, * be ſubject to their Husbinds 
—_— . as to our Zora Becauſe the Man is the 
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|| | Head of the Woman, as Chrift is the Head 
| | of the Church. Subjection then is your 
1 Duty. But what kind of Subjection? Not 
| a Subject of Meanneſs, Servitude, or Slavery: 
''F No. But a Subjection of Love. Not a Love 
9 dictated by Wantonneſs, Intereſt, or ab = 
NH Fear; ber a Love inſpired by a holy Fea 
| Bo of Gop,. more than of your Husbands; Td 
| | ſupported by ſuch a Chaſtity, Tenderneſs 
and unfeign'd Sanctity of Manners, as may, 
by degrees, win over, to Gop and'to yout- 
ſelves, the moſt R eprobate of Husbands. I 
118. Peter ſuch manner, ſays St. PETER, | let Women 
4 be fubjeft to their Ba andb; that, if any 
believe not the Word, by the Conver ſation 97 
the Women, without the” Word, . ey 
be won. 
In ſhort, Men and Wives, to attain this 
defirable End of Marriage, you © ſhould 
make it your joint perpetual Struggle, as the 
+ Bia, Prince of the Apoſtles adviſes you, 3 
all of one Mind, having Compaſſion f 552 
other, lovers of fraternity, merciful, modeſt, 
bumble: Not contending with One-anothet 
for the laſt Word, not rendering Evil 'for 
Evil, nor Curſe for Curſe : but contrariwi/e 
Bleſing : For To THis END ARE YOU 
CALL'D 
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EcALL'D: THAT ro MAY BY. INHE- 


RITANCE, POSSESS 'A'BENEDICTION. It 
is to the Want of this Chriſtian Conduct in 
married Catholics, we muſt impute it, that 
ceo very; few Converſions are made, of Here-- 
tic Husbands, by Catholic Wives and the 
Reverſe. For whatever latent Diſpoſitions 
ſuch Unbelievers may have, what room is 
there to hope that thivy can ever be brought 
over to the pure Faith of Chriſt, when that 
Faith is brought into Contempt „with — 
by the Profeilors of it? St. Bae! indeed g 
tells us, that the unbelieving Man is ſanttis © 
fied by. che faithful Woman,” and the” un- 
believing Woman, by the fas. thful Husband. 
But this can only be underſtood where the 
Faithful are ſo in Practice as well as 
Belief. For what Encouragement. to em- 
brace Catholic Religion, can Thoſe married 
Heretics ot Infidels have, from their Catho- 
lic Conſorts; who ſee them as faulty and 
irregular as Themſelves, abandon'd to the 
ſame Intempetance, Indevotion; Love of 
Strife and Contradiction, as Themſelves; no 
more Patient, Pious, Zealous nor Sanctißed, 
than Themſelves; if not often, perhaps, 
immerſed in ſuch vicious Indecencies Kc 
moral Pagans would ſeorn to copy. 
Vou then, O dearly beloved Catholics, 
who actually are join d in Wedlock with 
Heretics, know, that you are indiſpenſably 
bound to labour for the Converſion of 
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your. eben by the Piety of your Exam- 
ple! And You, who are coupled with Ca- 
2 know you not, that you are to anſwer, 
Soul for Sou l for Exch-Other ? How greatly 
then muſt it not behove you to promote 
Each-Other's Sanctification; that in the 
mutual Salvation of One-Other you may, 
Each, ſecure your own ! If Either Party 
of you cloſely: follow d the Leſſons of Pa- 
tience, Meekneſs, Charity, Fidelity, and 
Chriſtian Piety taught mal the Church; 
you could not fail o areling: upon the 
Other, in time, and winning your Partner 
in Life to be your Rival in Good. And 
who's it can hurt you, if you be Emula- 
*18.Peter lors f Good? ſays St. Peter. Once you 
n _ enjoy. a perfect Chriſtian Harmony in your- 
ſelves, and know no other Strife than Which 
ſhall excell the Other in the Duties of your 
Station; Vou can have Nothing to fear in 
the other World, and no great Evils to 
ſuffer in this. And tho you ſhould be 
Harraſs'd with frequent Sickneſſes, Loſſes, 
Oppreſſions, hard Uſage, or any other ex- 
"ternal Evils; they will only, like random 
Darts, fall whizzing round you, without the 
"Hows to reach your Hearts, if Theſe be but 
fortified with mutual Love, and Chriſtian 
Peace. Suffer you may in Body; but it 10 
+ Bid. better, as our princely Apoſtle ſays, + to ſuffer 
as doing well (if the Will of Gop will 
ow ito) * Oy I; And N but 
becauſe 
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becauſe the ſweet Repoſe of Conſcience 
which attends the ſocial Love of Married 
Chriſtians, who walk in fear of Gop, ig 
capable alone of lifting - their Souls above 
Miſerics' Which their Bodies feel. 
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11. Thus, Wedded | Chriſtians) thus plainly 


hure "= Your-ſelves the Power in your 
0 


Hands to remedy, with the Aſſiſtance 


Gop's co-ope perating Grace, the worſt of 


Evils you complain of in the Marriage State. 
Think not then to throw the Blame on 
Go, if your Calamities encreaſe. Think 


not to $kreen your Guilt, or palliate that 


Uncleanneſs whence your Miſeries ; flow; 
by  indolently W with our Leper; 
Lord af 42 ug Thou ran ſiu mate me 
* na; 1f you will not lay hold 
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* yourſelves, ſays the Lord; * Be but: as 
willing to be cured, as Lam to cure Youz 
nd 
e r On. T will. Be thous Every 

atried Perfon, Be thourmade'.clean.”” 
Pak is even ſo, Chriſtians ; It is even as 
Auguſtin very wiſely retharlts, “ That 
gracious Gop who created us without us, 
60 who tfedeem'd us without us; will not 
* ſave us, without us. His Gracedndeed is 
ever at your Call. Make uſe of it then to 
practice the Means and purſue the Ends 
which 'T have here pointed out r and 


Affair is done; > Your: Relief is 


not : Qq2 | you 
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you aal ſee all the Miſeries you complain 
of converted into Bleſſings. Vou ſhall ſoon 
be convinced that the Cauſe of them is in 
yourſelves, and the Cute greatly ſo 400. 
There are howeyer: many great andl grie- 
ous Obſtacles, which muſt be firſt removed 
before you can attain to this exalted Pur- 
ſe. And Theſe, to avoid being irkſome; 
I ſhall defer. the laying before you till next 
| — mes In the mean time therefore, Nou 
who have hitherto; fulfill d the Duties of 
this holy Station, return your Maker thanks 
for giving you his- Grace to do ſo: Go on: 
Improve that Grace; Emulate the better 
{ — and try, to carry your emulative 
— — Ferfection. And if there be 


le: here among you, Who have 
; 5: hoy llen from the Dignity. of married 


bs 8 aps Chriſtians." make u eof all the Interim to 


riſe again: Cry not ſupinely indolent, to 
Son, Lord4 if Thou wilt; hou can make 
me ciian: But co- operating with the Graces 
offer d you, be your ow Phyſicians and 
Be made clenn. Apply, to the Holy Eu- 
chariſt that Souree of Graces for aſſiſtance 
to | fulfill, the Duties you have hitherto ne- 
glected. Be reconciled: Forgive, and even 
ſtudy to forget Each-other's paſt Miſtakes : 

Join Hands and Hearts with the ſame fer- 
vour, as if it was the Morning of your 
Nuptials; and for the future let [te Souls 


look forward. In ſhort. from, this Io 
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WY Ter all your Seid 265 4 noble, 
truly. Chriſtian Struggle, Which ſhall a 15 
the firſt at the Perfection of Conj 1 Fide e- 

lity, of mutual Deference; Tenderneſs and 
Love. Such was the bleſſed Union of 
Jane and Rebecca, of Facub and Rachel; of 
the Holy St. Fo and his immaculate 
Spouſe. Such 3 is the, Harmony of Chriſt and 
his Church. such then, O married Chri- 
ſtians, let y s he: That of Militant Mem- 

bers of his Church upon Earth, you may 
be made Triumphant Citizens in Heaven 


and be crown d. with immortal Glory in 
Fach-other's Society, while ot is Gop. 
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And Lo! A great Tempeſt aroſe in the _ 
ſo that the Boat was cover'd with Waves, 
but Jesus flept. And his Diſciples came 
to him, and raiſed him ſaying : Lord 
Save us : We periſh. And be ſayth to 
them: Why are ye fearful, O ye of little 
Faith? Then rifing up he commanded 
the Winds and «n Sea, wed there enſued 


à great Calm. SIN 
4 Gn. | 
| Wide 8 rqudeed, Chriſtians, 


is the World we are in, almoſt 
continually agitated with Storms, 
RR) and never free from Perils even 
5 * in the ſeemingly moſt ſettled 
Calms: A dangerous Sea, amidſt the fluc- 
» 19 52 Vicifſitudes of which, our Hearts, 
tike ſo many giddy Cock- boats toſt and 

re-to 


On the Fyurth SuupAv, &c. 
re- toſt this way and that, forevet in Motion, 
_ yet ſeldom or never alyancin g towards Reſt, 
are always overwhelm'd, or threaten d to 
be ſo, with Some raging Waves of Tribula- 
tion or other. Of all the Tempeſts, how- 
ever, which batter the 1 

Human Nature, there are none ſo ſevere, 
none ſo wrecking, ;: none. ſo black with 
Horror, or ſo big with Deſtruction, as the 
' Storms which. ariſe from matrimonial Diſa- 
greements. The unhappy Pairs, who are 
_ overtaken by Theſe, are very ſeldom able 


to ride through them in Safety: And if 


there be, here and there, a Chriſtian Couple, 


who, with long ſtruggling, fortunately wea- 
ther the Fury of them; They almoſt never 
fail to bring with chem into the Harbour, 


all the diſireſaful. Proofs of | a+ miſerable 
Wreck. But ah! how much the Major Part, 
piteouſſy periſhing in the Hurricane, may 
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cry out in the Words of the PSALMIST: # » P/alm 


am ſtucł faſt in the Mire of the Deep : + berüi. 


And there is no Standing. I am come into the 
Depth of the Sea, and a Tempeſt has ouer- 
awhelm'd me. And where is jo Wonder? 
The Major Part of married Chriſtians, if 
if they do (as it is to be hoped they do) 


carry Jxsus with them, i in the ſacramental 


Graces they ſet out with, in embarking in 
Te may: too generally do they lull Jie 
to their Succour, in time of Need, by 

ſil Attention and regard they Pay. to 

im, 


Deſtruction they are big with. Alas poor 
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| bim. And therefore, carrying with them 


the Matter of their Miſery, well may they 
expect to be ſurpriſed by ſuch Storms as, 
2 them more and mote from Secu- 
draw them nearer and nearer to the 


heedleſs Mortals! How like are they not thus 
— to the Diſciples in this Goſpel, who, 
ing with t in Perſon Jesvs, the * 

Pl ge of all _—_ - nevertheleſs - lull'd 
him a to their ers, prob b 
not — hy . 
to the Bleſſing of his divine Preſence with 
them And therefore, Zo! ſays our Evan- 
geliſt, a great Tempeſt aroſe in the Sea, 
that the Boat was cover d with Waves: 


But Ixsus all the while ſept. 80 far in- 
deed They-themſelves were the Authors of 


the Terrors and Troubles which overtook 
them. But: If their — in this was great, 
their Wiſdom in ropairi that Folly was 


N ſtill much greater. If their indolent ne- 


glect of Chriſt's Preſence plunged them into 
Diſtreſs; the Induſtry, with which they af- 
terwards rouzed him to their Relief, reſcued 
them again out of Diſtreſs. And the Dij- 
ciples came to him, ſays St, MATHEW, and 
raiſed him ſaying: Lord ſave us: abe periſh. 
And what was the Conſequence? Why our 


Divine Lord, after rebuking them for their 


faithleſs Indolence in diſregarding his Pre- 
ſence; W _ are ye i O ye of a 
Fail 
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Fairb? To reward their Induſtry in return- 
ing to him, ring up he commanded the 
Winds and the Sea, and there enſued a great 
Calm. O Chriſtians! married Chriſtians ! 
O! would you but be as carneſt to imitate 
the Diſciples in one Part of their Conduct, 
as, I fear, you haye been, to imitate them 
in the Other; would you but copy their 
Induſtry in co-operating with the Graces 
of Chriſt, as you have copied their Indolence 
in the Neglect of thoſe Graces; how ſoon 
would the Matrimonial Storms blow over, 
| which now oppreſs you! How ſoon would 
there not enſue a great Calm! For ah! Be- 
| lieve me: The Miſeries, you groan-under 
in Marriage, are, in great Meaſure, of your 
own ſecking and may be, by the Help 
of Grace, in your own Power to remove. 
This is the Sum of what I mean at pre- 
ſent to convince you of, by laying beben 
you, according to Promiſe, 


1. The main Obſtacles, which Satan en- 
deavours to throw in your Way to the 
deſirable Ends of Marriage, mention'd 

in my former Sermon: Obſtacles which 

merit all your Study to remove, if you 

... wiſh to be put in peaceful Poſſeſſion of 

the Advantages of Wedlock. And to 

male the Reßection on theſe Obſtacles 
uſcſul, 1 ſhall ſhew you, in the ſame 

Point of -Feew, | 
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nn e , to ſurmount 


them. 
„Thou, gracious 'Gov! Thou Pattern, 


Source, and Lover of all Harmony 


1 Job. 


Chap. ii ur yet fave his Life. Left the Greatneſs 


« Affiſt me with Perſuaſion: That what 1 
« utter, for thy Honour and the Good of 
* this thy People, may not be loft in fruit- 
e Jeſs Speculation ; but, through the 'fertil 
% Operation of thy Grace, infuſed into the 
* Hearts of all my Hearers, be confirm'd 
« by faithful Practice.” 


I. There is no State or Duty in Life, which 
Man can be engaged in, No Calling ſo ſacred, 
but That profeſt Enemy of Human Nature, 
the Devil, will make us pervert if he can, 
Vet is he a mere impotent Snarler ; who, 


let him 'bark ever fo loudly at us, cannot 


bite us without our own Conſent; and has 
no Power to prevail over us, but What We- 
ourſelves are foolithly pleaſed to compli- 
ment him with. Indeed ſometimes, for 
a Trial or Purification of us, Gop does give 


him a degree of Power to hatraſs our Bodies: 


But our Lives and our Souls he has placed 
beyond his Reach, as long as we will but 
reſolve to keep them ſo. When the Fiend 


was ſolliciting the Almighty for the Liberty 
to torment his faithful Servant JoB; Our 


Lord faid to Satan, Bebold he is in thy 


Hand; * do what thou wilt*to his Body, 
of 


7 —_— 
- . 4 
\ \ 
* 
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of his. Revelations ſhould extol the Grand- 


Apoſtle. of the Gentiles, he was partly de- 
liver'd into the Hands of the Prince of 


Darkneſs: There was given to me, ſays He,*:* 2 Cor. 


An Angel of Satan, to buffet me. And . 
the hive times he pray d to his heavenly 
Lord to be deliver d from this infernah 
Spirit, What Comfort did he not receive? 


Paul] ſays the Lord, Be not afraid: It ia 


not in the power of Satan to hurt thee; 


tc vhile my Grace is in thee,” For My Grave: + Did. 


© ſufficeth thee alone. In vain then — 
tan ſnarl and bark, and ſhew-his Teeth : His 
utmoſt Rage can never reach to hurt us, 
while we preſerve the Grace of Gon uns 
ſullied in our Hearts: That Grace alone 
ſufficeth us; and tis our Fault, and Nos 
One's Fault but. ours, if, by conſenting ta | 
give up that Grace, we put, ourſelves into 
his Power. While we are happily poſſeſt of 
That, we may bid all the Powers of Hell 
defiance: But from the Inſtant, That deſerts 
us; the Devils Reign begins: And tis no 
Wonder, that, under his tyrannic Sway; 
the very Means of our Salvation ſhould be- 
come the Seal of our Damnation. What 
richer Source of Graces: has Gop beſtowid 
on Man, than the moſt venerable Euchaniſt. 
Eleven out of Twelve of Chriſt's Apoſtle 
found it ſo, in it's very Inſtitution: But 
then, They had not baniſh d Grace from their 
Hearts in _— it. Fudas was the only 
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' One who did; and by fo doing drew Death 
eternal from the Source of Life: He eat 
the Body of our Lord in a State of Sin; 
and therefore after the Morſel, ſays the 

* St. Jobn Evangeliſt, Satan enter d into bim 
Xl. - Matrimony, O Catholics,” is, to You, a 
great and holy Sacrament, and conſequently 
' _ abounding in Grace. This zs a great Sacra- 
- ment, ſays St. Paul, + TI jay it in Cbriſt 
and his Church, If then you take care to 
receive this holy Sacrament in a State of 
Grace, and make uſe of the ſpecial Graces' 
of This, to perſevere in the State you em- 
brace for Life by receiving it; what Evils 
can befall you in that State, which the di- 
vine Grace is not ſufficient to enable you 
to conquer or bear? My Grace ſufficeth you, 
ſays the Lord; and this he ſays, not to 
St. Paul alone, but to Every-One of Vou. 
Yes, Beloved,” the Grace of God is ſufficient 
to make you Proof againſt” all the Evils 
which Satan can brew. to diſturb your Nup= 
tial Joys, and ſufficient to lift you to the 
moſt defirable Ends of Marriage. See You 
not then, Chriftians, that the - firſt grand 
Obſtacle you have to remove, in order to 
attain to the Perfection of Chriſtian Happi- 
neſs in Wedlock, is a State of Mortal Sin? 
For what Aſſiſtance or Advantages can you 
ever hope to reap from the Graces of Ma- 
trimony, to enable you to conquer or en- 
dure the Difficulties of the Marriage- State, 

e | or 
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or to anſwer the exalted Ends of it; if you 
wilfully renounce thoſe Graces, by con- 
tinuing in Sin and under the Subjection of 


Satan: Whoſe ſole View, in tyrannizing over 
you, is, to pervert the greateſt Mercies of 


. Gop, to you, into your everlaſting, Ruin? 
And while you are in a State of Mortal Sin, 
his Power over you is Abſolute; for want 
of the Divine Grace in you, which alone 
can enable you to reſiſt him. What then, 
O Chriſtians, have Such of you, as are about 
entering into the Marriage-State, to do, but 
to recur to the Aſſiſtance of Gop, to riſe 


from a State of Mortal Sin, if you are in 


it, by means of the holy Sacraments of Con- 
feſſion and Communion ?- O ! of what infinit 


Service might nova general Confeſſion: prove 


on ſuch an Occaſion |. What Lights might 
It not afford the Parties engaging, towards 
the perfect Knowledge of Themſelves and 
their future Chriſtian Conduct in Life! 
What Happineſs temporal and eternal, 


what Graces and Bleſſings, might it not lay 


a Foundation for! But, Many of you are 
long ſince engaged in Wedlock ; and there- 
fore, you'll ſay, this Advice is too late for 


you. No, Beloved, it is not too late; If 


Any of you unhappily are in a State of Mor- 
tal Sin, there is ſtill time for Confeſſion and 
Repentance; if you will but ſeize the Time 
e'er it flips. There is ſtill Time to repair 
all your former Miſtakes in Wedlock; if you 


will 
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will but lay hold on the Grace which Gop- 
offers you. But then have a Care af De- 
lays; have a care of rejecting or putting off 
the Inſpiration, which Heaven this Minute 


ſends you; leaſt It ſhould never ſend you 
another, but leave you forever in the Power 


of Satan, and give you up to all the Diſorders 


the Fiend may lead you into. However, 


a happily this Impediment has not yet 
ſtood — your way; there are ſtill many 


Others which tend to it and muſt! be 


removed; if you mean not to fall into the 


Clutches of this ſubtil Enemy, one time or 
other, by deviating from the great Ends of 
your holy Station. Hear then, and I vill 
fhew, who: are they over. but tbe. Devil 


he can prevail. What I have already ſaid 


renders it needleſs to tell yon, that they 
are all. Such as the Fiend can perſuade; to 


part with Grace. "This then ſuppoſes, _ 


us deſcend to Particulars. Grace and every 
other Virtue, eſpecially in a Marriage- State 
ſupported by thaſe four 
noble Habits, Prudence, Juſtice, Fortitude 
and Temperance; and tlierefore, whatever 
married Perſons commit any eſſential Breach 
of Theſe, they immediately ſink into a 
ſlaviſh Subjection to Satan; in-as-much-as, 


by wholly parting with One of Theſe; 


they exclude Gop from their Hearts and 


Minds, and fall the miſerable Dupes of 


their lawleſs Paſſions. They, ſays our An. 


** 
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gelic Tutor, who ſo recriue Matrimony fut 
they exclude Gop from themſelves and from 
their Mind, and ſo grve-up themſelves to 
their Luft, as Horſe and Mule "which have 

no ' Underſtanding, over them the Devil hath 
Power. * IF | FF 
I Qneed not inform you, Beloved, what 
Habits are Theſe T am ſpeaking of. They 
are well known to you by the Name of a 
Cardinal Virtues : So 'call'd becauſe, once 
our Souls are ſanctified by Grace and the 

Gifts of Faith, Hope and Charity, Theſe 
are, as they were, the Hinges and main 
Springs of Motion to every other Virtue 
Har to our ſeveral Stations. A Door 

well hung on it's Hinges moves regu | 
and eafy 7 which, 1 off the Bora 
loſes the Uſes of a Door: and the Virtues 
of a Chriftiarr are properly Such, when 
_ equally poiſed and influenced by Prudence, 
Fuftice, Fortitude and Temperance; but 
degenerate into Vices, if the  Ballance 

be deſtroy'd by the Want of any ont of 
One of the firſt Obſtacles to Nuptial 
Happineſs then is the Vice oppofit to the 
Firſt of theſe Cardinal Virtues. "You will 
eaſily gueſs that I mean, Indiſcretion. But 
there are many Indiſcretions which martied + , 
People are too often apt to run-into, and 
by which they too often obſtruct the Put- 

poſes they ought to purſue in R 
8 or 


212 


þ 


for want of conſidering, that, tho every 
Indiſcretion is not in itſelf a Crime, yet 


moſt Indiſcretions, if not ſtopt in their 


Progreſs, may end in criminal Conſequen- 
ces. Groſs Familiarity between Man and 


Wife is not of itſelf an abſolute Crime: 


Vet how many Crimes is it not too often 
the fatal Parent of? What is it which firſt 
creates a mutual Liking in two ſingle Per- 
ſons; what is it cheriſhes that Liking into 
Love, and kindles Love at length into the 
deſire of Poſſeſſing Each- other for Life; 


but a certain Tenderneſs of Condeſcendency, 
a Decency of Carriage towards One-another, 


actuated by ſuch a reſpectful Fear of offend- 
ing, free from Affectation, as Love alone 


can be the Parent and Child of? Surely 
then the Same Principles, which produced 


Love before Marriage, cannot but be the 


moſt prudential Means of ſupporting and 
augmenting it in Marriage ? It cannot then 
but be a very dangerous Indiſcretion in 
married Perſons. to give into too familiar 
a Treatment, One of the Other, as they too 
often do. In fact, Nothing more com- 


mon. No ſooner is their Marriage con- 


ſummate, than they throw aſide all Reſtraint: 
This throws them off the Guard, which De- 
cency requires them always to be upon; 
and by ſo doing, ſets all their Foibles in 
ſuch full Glare as ſeldom fails, by little and 
little, to diminiſh the reſ l Eſteem 

* "= 
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they conceived for Each-other, before they 


were ſo well acquainted, Whereas would. 


they but keep up, after Marriage, that 
eaſy Good-breeding, that modeſt Reſpect; 


and tender Complaiſance for Each-other, 


which they found it ſo eaſy to preſerve in 
Courtſhip; and would do ſo with the ſame 
Chriſtian Motive they did it with then, or 
ought to have done it; how uninterrupted 
a Harmony might they not enjoy for 
r ln Fe. | 

I muſt know very little of human Life; 


could I be abſurd enough to mean by this, 


that Man and Wife are to keep Each- other 
at any ceremonial Diſtance, by inſipid Affec- 
tations of Formality or Stiffneſs. That 
would be putting married Folks to the 
cruel dilemma of a Man at Sea reduced to 
leap from the Fire into the Flood. But 
ſurely there is a Medium between Folly 
and Frenzy; between the Stupidity of an 


affected Stiffneſs, and the Levity of a bound- 
leſs Familiarity. It is hard to ſay, Which 


of Theſe is moſt dangerous: The One is apt 
to beget Diſlike, the Other Indifference z 
and Both tend to the ſame unhappy Con- 


ſequences in the End, which are Conten- 
tion, Hatred and their miſchievous Atten- 


dants. Both then are vicious Extremes and 


therefore to be avoided; otherwiſe you run 


the risk, married Chriſtians, ' of being num- 
berd with Thoſe who exclude Gor from 
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themſelves : And over them, ſays the Angel, 
the Devil hath Power. . 7 
Make uſe then, of Prudence, Beloved, 
to lay hold on the happy Medium of Fa- 
miliarity free from Diſrepect, of Complai- 
fance diveſted of Affectation or Diſguiſe to 
Each- other. Married Perſons. ſhould be 
perfectly free and familiar; nay - ſtrictly 
intimate. But then that Freedom, that 
Familiarity, that Intimacy muſt flow from 
a compleat Union of Souls cemented by 
the higheſt Eſteem for Each-other, And if 
you are thus united, as all married Chriſtians 
are, or ſhould be ; your Union will naturally 
dictate to you a mutual Condeſcendency and 
Tenderneſs; and will make Each cautious 
of doing or ſaying any thing which may 
beget the leaſt Diſtaſte or Uneaſineſs in the 
Other. Away then with thoſe indiſcreet 

Meanneſſes of conſulting (Either) your 
own Eaſe at the Expence of the Other; 
of infiſting upon Trifles with One-another z 
of contending for the laſt Word with One- 
another. You are made for mutual Help- 
mates to Each-other, not for Inſtruments 
of Pain. Whether a Table be ſet at the 
right or wrong End of the Room; whe- 
ther your Dinner be ready at One. or at 
Two; whether in ſhort the winged Crea- 
- ture, which hovers in the Air be a Thruſh 
or a Black-bird, where is the mighty Mat- 
ter? And yet Diſputes of no .greater Im- 
portance 


| 
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8 have but too often ſet Man and 
Vife at Variance; and uſher'd-in ſuch cri- 
| minal Contentions as have ended in nothing 
leſs than the total Ruin of 'Themſelves and 
their Family. But can ſuch pitiful Trifles 
be of Importance enough to deſtroy. the 
Solidity of Conjugal Happineſs ? Can ra- 
tional Creatures and Chriſtians think it con- 
ſiſtent with their Dignity or Intereſt, tem- 
poral or eternal, meanly to turn their backs 
upon the invaluable Bleſſings of Peace to run 
in purſuit of the Shadow of a Shadow ? If, 
_ jointly engaged in an Argument, you cannot 
e upon a Concluſion; Vour mutual Strug- 
gle ſhould be, which ſhould firſt give it up. 
If the Subject be a Trifle ; It is not worth 
ur contending for; and, Wing up a 
ä rift, — gain 1 — 
time in Matters of greater Conſequence. Or 
if That itſelf be of Conſequence; Nuptial 
Harmony is of ſtill greater Weight, and 
therefore to be prefer d. If Truth or Rea- 
ſon ſeems to lean on the other Side, it is 
Raſhneſs in Vou to hold- out againſt it. Nay 
tho you chance to have Reaſon on your 
Side; it is ſtill: wiſe to comply with the 
Weakneſs of your Conſort. There is a 
Way, which Prudence will teach, of giving 
Reaſon without contradicting Truth. 
For tho Truth never muſt be contradicted; 
yet Decency may ſometimes require pa- 
tiently to part-with a favourit Truth, by 
i . Silence, 
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Silence, -where the Honour of Gop is not 
concern'd in our contending for it. A 
Complaiſance of this Nature may win your 
Partner to pay a greater Deference to your 
Judgment, when he: or ſhe comes to re- 
flect. And this you are ſure of, that your 
Compliance will root you the deeper in his 
or her Heart, tho' the Opinion you give up 
ſhould be deem'd a Weakneſs of Head. It 
is better then to appear a Fool, than be 
One: The Height of Wiſdom conſiſts in 


knowing, when to give up Reaſon by it's 


own Conſent : But it is the Depth of Folly 
to offend againſt the Rules of Reaſon by 
contending for it too long. See thou a 
Man, ſays the Wiſeſt of Men, * /ze/t thou 
a Man, who is haſty to ſpeak? Folly: is 


more to be expected than his Amendment. 


It is then. Chriſtians your abſolute Intereſt 


to have perpetual Recourſe to Prudence to 


to avoid every Indiſcretion, which may in 
the leaſt obſtruct. your Way to the deſirable 
Ends of Marriage, by introducing. ſuch 
criminal Conſequences as ſhall exclude Gop 
from your Hearts. For they, ſays the Angel, 
who ſo receive Matrimony that they | exclude 
Gor from themſelves, over them the Devil 
bath Power. N ee e 
Prudence however will never preſide 
where Juſtice is excluded. Vou are Both 
then eſſentially bound to reciprocal Juſtice 
in all the Demands you ————— 
| | - ither 
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| after the EPIPHANY, x 
Either on the Other. Let the Husband, | 
fays St Paul, render bis Debt to his Wife : 
and the Wife alſo in hike manner to her 
Husband. The Debt, which St. Paul 
here ſpeaks of, cannot be refuſed by Either, 

| without a Sin; except, as the Apoſtle fays, 

| by conſent” for a Time, +-and gore only f bid 

to attend the more cloſely to Prayer, and 

| to approach with greater Purity to the holy 
Sacraments, And the Reaſon the Apoſtle 

2 gives for it is, that Neither may lay a Snare 

3 in the Other's way, by giving Satan room 

| to tempt you to Incontinency. It cannot 

ö then but be highly injurious to the oppoſit 

| Party, and - conſequently offenſive + to Gop, 

E for Either to defraud” the Other, from any 

motive of Indifference, perſonal Pique, or 

the criminal Fear of having Children. Chil- 
dren have ever been declared by Gop one 

| of the chief Bleſſings of a Marriage-State'* 

| And St. Peter ranks. them among the Chief 

Means of Salvation to married Perſons. For 

| to this End are You call d that, By-Inae- 

* RITANCE, you may poſſeſs a Benedittion.* fis. eter 

| But if Continence in Marriage becomes 

ö criminal when actuated by ſuch Motives, 

ö how much more hainous muſt it not be 

| . for any poſitive Indecencies to be com- 

| mitted, by Either or both Parties, to ob- 
ſtruct this wiſe, great and holy End of 
| Wedlock'! Yet, who am I talking to? Not 
| to TO and Reprobates, but to Catholics; 


and, 


f 
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| and, I hope, Good-Ones. Why then ſhould 
I even hint at Enormities, which very Atheiſts 
would bluſh to approve of? Let me then 
leave this ungrateful Subject, more proper 
for the Province of a ſecret Director, than of 
a public Preacher, to come to ſome of the 
Other Injuſtices, by which miſtaken Chri- 
ſtians are too apt to exclude Gop from 
themſelves in Marriage, and in ſo doing to 
give the Devil a Power over them. | 
It was formerly a received Opinion among 1 
the Pagan Philoſophers that Matrimony 
was a Hindrance to the Progreſs of Learning 
and Wiſdom : But how groundleſs this Opi- 
nion was, ſufficiently appears by their Al- 
mighty Author's joining Man and Wife 
and giving them for Help-Mates to Each» 
Other. The Author of all Wiſdom thought 
it not good for Man to be alone. Let us 
therefore, ſays he, male to him 4 Help. 
Gai. mate like to himſelf. * And that they might 
be effectually ſuch to Each-Other, he ap- 
pointed them their different Provinces of 
Action, by allotting, to the Man, the La- 
bour and Care to provide for the Support 
of his Family with Induſtry abroad ; and 
confining the Woman to in-door Sollicitude. 
To labour abroad, ſays St. Fohn Chry/ologus, 
sis the proper Vocation of the Men, as 
% That w 3 their Wives is the Confinement 
e of domeſtic Affairs. A Husband then 


cottiſhly prying into the. Proyince of his 
ME 
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Wife, cannot but be as prepoſterous a Figure 


as a Woman would make tranſacting the Buſi- 


neſs of his Traffic upon the Exchange. And 
tho the Former be a more common Sight 


than the Latter; it cannot be leſs odious to 


the Party inſulted by it, for being familiar. 


Where Such Meanneſſes then are practiced, 
on either Side, where Either forget their 
ſeparate Functions, to break-in upon the 


Province of the Other; what can be ex- 


ed to follow, but firſt Diſguſt, then 


Broils, then Diſlikes, and finally Hatred 


tending it? 


with all the frightful Train of Diſcord at- 
Lou, I know, will be mightily pleaſed, 


O Wives, to hear, that your Husbands are 


to provide for your Support, But ought a 


you not be equally pleaſed with the Duty 
of providing for their Eaſe? If it is an 
Inſult they do You, to pry in your do- 


meſtic Office; is it not an Injuſtice in Vu 


ſo to neglect that Office as to make it ne- 


ceſſary for Them to add that additional“ 


Trouble to their other Fatigues. While 
they are toiling abroad for your Support, 
is it not a Debt of juſtice you owe them, 
to toil at home for their Refreſhment and 


Solace againſt they return to you? To what 


do all their Labours tend, but to maintain 
You and your Children in Affluence? If 
then you ſhonld fooliſhly labour te re- 

duce them to Beggary, by ſquandering 
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the Fruits of their Labour, in Apparel un⸗ 


becoming your Station or Circumſtance, or 
in any other extravagant Impertinences to 
trick-up yourſelves or otherwiſe gratify 
your Pride and Folly; can you be honeſt 
to them, or be poſſeſt of any Love for 
them? Do you know what Achings of 
Head and Heart, what Wearineſs of Limbs 
they endure, to acquire the Subſtance they 
bring Home to ſecure you from Want and 
Uneaſineſs? What then can be a more 
cruel crying Injuſtice, than for Vou to 
hazard reducing them to Both, by rioting 
with the Sweat of their Brow, or ſuffering 


their Effects to diminiſh, through your ſloth- 


ful Want of Care and Oeconomy ? If they 
allow'd you not Neceſſaries and Convenien- 
ces; if they expoſed you to Meanneſſes 
diſreputable to you and themſelves, by 
keeping you bare of Money, when able to 
afford it you; you might and ought to 
uſe every Opportunity to make a prudent 


Reſerve, to fave their Reputation and your 


own. But where they allow you reaſona- 
ble Conveniencies, where they live in com- 
mon with you, and give you free acceſs 


to their Purſe as well as their Heart, and 


they cannot well do the One without the 
Other; where this is the Cafe, I /ay, it 
is down right Barbarity as well as Injuſtice 
and Intemperance in You, to run into any 
Expences which tend not to the mutual 

Advantage 
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Advantage of Both: And every private Purſe 
is, in ſuch Caſe, a private Robbery. It is 
true, his Subſtance is rigorouſly yours; but 
ſurely He has a Right to ſhare in it. If 
then he thinks not much of acquiring that 


Subſtance for you; You cannot, without In- 


juſtice, think much of managing and pre- 
ſerving that Subſtance, for him to ſhare in 
it with you. If he grudges not to bear 


the heat of the Day to bring you Home a 


Suſtenance; how cruel would it not be in You, 
to grudge ſome Pains to prepare a com- 
fortable Reception for him againſt he comes 
home to you? Can it be right, think you, for 
You to leave your Affairs at ſixes and ſevens, 


to ſpend one Half of the Day in the idle 


Buſineſs of Dreſs; the other Half in more 


idle Viſits, and leave your Husbands to the 


ſolitary Comfort of returning from Labour 
and Care, to the grating Diſguſts of a 
diſorderly Houſe? On the contrary, ought 
you not rather to employ the chief Part of 
your Day in taking care to prepare, for his 
Coming, a clean warm and comfortable 


Home; that in your Reception he may find 


a Relief from Labour, in your Tenderneſs 
a Reſpit from Wearineſs and Pain, and in 
your Love an Azylum from Care and Vexa- 
tion? This, O married Females, is an abſo- 
lute Duty, every Deficiency in which is a 
material Obſtacle Vou muſt remove; if you 

n ä mean 
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mean to enjoy Happineſs in Wedlock, for 
any ſolid Duration. 

When talk of the idle Buſineſs of Dreſs, 
I cannot be ſuppoſed to condemn your ob- 
ſerving a Neatneſs and Comelineſs of Attire, 
ſuch as may render you graceful and eapti- 
vating in the Eyes of your Conſorts; = 
whom alone you ſhould affume all 
Graces. This is a Part of Prudence bei 
coming the moſt Virtuous Women, who, 


conſidering the natural Fickleneſs, Depraved- 


neſs and Love of Novelty in the oppoſit 


| Sex, ought to make uſe of every innocent 


Art to ſecure a Husband's Virtue, by appear- 
ing with new Graces before him, as much as 
poſſible. This even the Apoftle not only 
+ recommends but enjoins, * directing Women 


and Sobriety adorning themſelves. The Prince 
of Apoſtles is of the ſame Mind; adding, 
for Example to Poſterity, the Inſtance of 


Sarah, who, with other holy Women of the 


Old Law, who truſted in Gop, /o ſometimes 
adorn'd themſelves, ſays he, ſubje# to their 


+18. Peter own Husbands. + It was then to make 


iii 


themſelves agreeable to their Husbands, that 
they ſpent ſome Time in adorning them- 


ſelves; not, like Some of our modern 


Wives, to pleaſe Every-One elſe but them. 
They deck'd themſelves as. well as Theſe, 


yet not in e Hair, or Gold, or pre- 
cCious 
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cious Stones, or gorgeous Apparel, * like * * Tin- 
Theſe; but, as St. Paul adviſes, in That 1 St. pr 
which becometh Women profeſſing Piety. by iii. 
good Works. + There is then a wide Diffe- 41 J. ii, 
rence between Neatneſs and Gracefulneſs 
of Dreſs, and the Vanity and Fooleries of 
it, Perhaps, One of the grand Obſtacles, 
of all, to the Continuation of Happineſs in 
Marriage is That grand Miſtake which but 

too many Women run into, who, never 
dirty before Marriage, are ſeldom or never 
compleatly neat in it. Or, if they fome- 
times are a little decent it is only when 
their Husbands are from Home, or Some- 
body of leſs Importance to their Happineſs 

| than their Husband is by. Hence often 
proceeds the growing Indifference, which, 
with bleeding Hearts, they frequently dif. 
cover m a Conſort, without being able to 
account for the Cauſe, for want of reflecting 
that their miſtaken Neglect is the Canker- 
worm of that Eſteem which their Neatneſs 
gave birth to in his Breaſt, Yet ſurely there 
is a Medium between ſuch extravagant 
Negligence, and making the Bufineſs of 
Dreſs and Gaiety the whole Employment 
of Life, There is ſurely a prudent Mean 
between not dreſſing at all to pleaſe your 
Husbands, and ſpending your whole Time 
to the Diſadvantage of Them and your Fa- 
mily, merely to glut 9 with uni- 
| verſal Admiration. | 
140 1 But 
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| But where am I loſt? I forgot I am 
talking to Women of Virtue, Women of 
\ Senſe,. Chriſtian Wamen, who know how 
18 to keep the Decorums of graceful Decency 
| without Prejudice to their more amiable 
__- Ornaments of Modeſty and Piety. But is 
43 there no Fear, leſt your Indiſcretion ſhould 
render your very Piety a Snare to you, If 
you do not waſte your Time in Dreſs; 
do you never negle& the Duties of your 
Family, for the lazy Occupation of ill-timed 
Prayer. Prayer is an excellent Employ in 
it's proper Times; but it has it's Times: 
And there are other Duties for You, of 
greater Importance than being always on 
your Knees, To hear Prayers on Days of 
Obligation, is an eſſential Duty: And to 
| hear them every Day, if Leiſure will per- 
li mit, is a grateful Devotion to Gop. But 
to ſpend the whole Morning at Church and 
| 

| 

| 


leave your Houſe in Confuſion, can it be 
true Devotion? No: 'tis downright Illufion, 
Let Women be ſubjef to their Husbands as 
*Fphefians fo our Lord: Once then your Devotions 
„of Precept are ſatisfied, you are to leave all 
other Prayers and Devotions, which inter- 
rupt the neceſſary Management of your Fa- 
mily, and Subjection to your Husbands, In 
pleaſing them for Gop's ſake, you honour 
our Lord. There is no Fortitude in pro- 
voking Them to diſgrace and degrade them- 
ſelves, by ill-treating You and offending 


Gon, 
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Gop, merely that you may attend to un- 
ſeaſonable Prayer. The Fortitude required 
of your Sex in Wedlock, is not the making 
your Husbands moroſe, by neglecting their 
Family or thwarting their Will, on purpoſe 
to bear with them. It conſiſts not in pro- 
voking, but in bearing with unprovoked 
Ill-uſage ; in ſharing with Them in the La- 
bours of Life, in the induſtrious Manage- 
ment of their. Family, in the tender Care of 
Themſelves, and in the unwearied Study to 
promote your mutual Peace and Happineſs. 
The Woman of true Fortitude in Marriage 
is Such a Valiant, Prudent, Juſt and Tem- 
perate Wife, as is deſcribed by the inſpired 
Author of the Proverbs. * It is She, in a g 3 3 885 
word, who, among many excellent Qua- 
lities, is eſpecially remarkable for rendering 
Good and not Evil all the Days of her 
Life. She hath fought Wool and Flax, 
and hath wrought by the Counſel of ber 
Hands. She hath cenfider'd the Paths of 
her Houſe 5 and hath not eat her Bread in 
Tdleneſs. In ſhort, to ſum up her Praiſe 
in few Words. Strength and Beauty is ber 
Garment and She ſhall laugh in the latter 
Day. Such then, married Women, make 
it your Study to become, For Theſe are the 
ſure and only Means to attain to the Ho- 
nours and Advantages of the Marriage-State. 
You, O Husbands, I preſume, are atten- 
tive enough to all This, It is needleſs for 
| me 
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me to adviſe you to remind your Wives of 
theſe Duties now and then. You-yourſelves 
will be ready enough, to twit them, when 
you think there is occaſion, with what the 
Preacher has told them. Yet if you will dare 
truſt toa friendly Advice; before you do This, 
take care, They have Nothing to reproach you 
with. If you think it an Injuſtice for your 
Wives to ſquander, on Trifles, that Subſtance 
which You ought to ſhare with them, is it 


not full as groſs an Injuſtice in. You to laviſh 


that Subſtance in Drinking and other idle 
Pleaſures, if not vicious Ones? You will 
tell me, perhaps, that You are the Lords 
and Maſters ; and therefore have a greater 
Right to them, Alas, My Lords, / F muft 


call you ſo!' You forget ſurely, how ſolemn- 


ly you ſwore to your Wives, in Marri 


to endow them with all your worldly 


Goods. From that Minute then they be- 
came theirs; and therefore every —_— 
rable Waſte of thoſe Goods, rang: 46 


rable Alienation of them fi 
not only Robbery, but Perjury, Perf a — 


a kind of Sacrilege. What then ſhall we 


ſay of thoſe Inſects without a Name, who, 


not content with laviſhing the Subſtance 
their Wives have brought them, are mean 
enough to live by the Labour of Theſe? 
Inſects I call them: For ſurely, had they 
but one ſingle Drop of the Blood of a Man 
mix'd with the lazy Puddle in their cor- 


rupted 


after tie EPIPHANY. 
rupted Veins; they would generouſly ſcorn 
to be maintain'd by Women, while they 


had Limbs to Labour for the * f 


their Wives and Themſelves. Surely t 
would bluſh at the Stinging Ridicule of 
a SOVEREIGN LoRD, in Health and Vigour, 


kept from Starving by the Sweat of a Wo- : 


man-Vaſſal's Brow. 

But whither am I running? vo, 0 Ca- 
| tholic Husbands ! You, I hope, are None 
of you capable of the Meanneſs of living 
5 —_— Subſtance of your "Oven or alienat- 

from Them your own. Yet what 
are re They the better for all your Oeconomy? 
If you are niggardly enough to reduce them, 
like Servants or Children, to the Neceſſity 
of asking you for every. Shilling they want; 


it would be as well for Them, that you had 
no Oeconomy, nor even Subſtance. Muſt - 


your Wives come cringing to You, when- 
ever they want this neceſſary Trifle or That? 
Pretty Mothers you have choſen for your 
Children, if they cannot govern a Shilling? 
Pretty Wives to intruſt your Lives with, who 
may not be truſted with your Purſe? Or, if 
they are worthy of your Confidence in 
thoſe Matters of higher Importance ; what 
an unpardonable Indignity is it not, to treat 


them with ſuch Diffidence and ungenerous 


Coolneſs in This! But do you know what 
you are doing? Vou are acting the Devil's 
Paik” by them, and plying them with 


* emptations 
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Temptations to ſuch Practices, as, perhaps, 
if they were not exaſperated, dog” Souls 
| would abhor. There are few Women but 
have ſome trifling Secret Vanities to gratify, 
which, for You, are better to be indulged 
than obſtructed; tho' they cannot be indulged 
without ſome Matter of Money. And every 
Woman, who has not the Virtue to bear 
with a Want of this Sort, will have Art 
enough to ſupply her Wants from one 
Quarter, if the cannot from another, Tis 
your *own Intereſt therefore to put her 
above the Neceflity of ſeeking elſewhere; 
at your greater Coſt, what She has a Right 
to expect at a leſſer. Away then for ſhame, 
Chriſtians, with ſuch Littleneſſes of Soul; 
unjuſtifiable among Chriſtians, inſupportable 
to your Conſorts, and never ee 
to Yourſelves. Remember, that, as you 
ought to have but one Soul, ſo * you 
to have but one Purſe and one Intereſt. 
You, O Men, have, by ſolemn Vow, endow'd 
your Wives with all your worldly Goods; 
and therefore ought you to make them equal 
Sharers in your Pleaſures as well as Pains, 
and to baniſh for ever thoſe chilling Words, 
as St. Gregory calls them, mine and chime. | 
For this deteſtable Diſtinction in Marriage 
is one of the great Obſtacles to the e 
Ends to be purſued in it. | 
If you muſt be Sovereigns; ; alert your 
Sovereignty by exerting the Superiority of 
Senſe, 


After te EPIPHANY, 
_ which you pay yourſelves the Com- 
liment of claiming, not a Superiority of 
ungs or animal Strength, I am ready to 
ſubſcribe to your Title of Lords and Maſters; 


if you can but reſolve to make this modeſt 
Conceſſion, that your Wives are Miſtreſſes. 


I find no where, that they were intended 


our Slaves, Gon gave them to you for 
elp- mates: And if he took not the Wo- 
man from the Head of the Man, on pur- 
vm that She might not controul but obey 
im; Neither did he take her from his Feet 


but from his Ribs, that She might not. be 


trampled upon, or treated with a Subjection 
of Servitude, but be cheriſh'd in his Heart 
as his Equal, and ſubject to him ** by 
the Love his Tenderneſs creates. 

Your Treatment of your Wives then, 


Husbands, if you mean to act not — 2 


Chriſtians, but even as Men, ought to be 
amicable and tender as becomes Boſom- 


Friends, not ſavouring of injurious Tyranny. 


Be not, ſays the 1 Son of SYRAcn,* * lg, 


97 8 Lion in thy Houſe, overthrowing them di. 

bouſbols, and oppreſſing them who 
8 ubyect to thee. Away then with all 
ues Behaviour to them. Fury may 


be a Perfection in a Lion; but it is Mean- 
| neſs of Soul in a Man. Away with all 


opprobious Language; which well-bred 
Porters would hefitate to utter. Love your 
Wives, ſays St. PAUL, and be not bitter 

Vol. I, JS: towards 
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*Coleſians fggwards them. * But dwell with them, ag 


ii. 


St. Peter directs you, according to Knlows 


_ Peter Jedge. + Remember, if you are to give 


Laws to them, it is not to be as deſpoſtic 
Sovereigns to your Vaſſals, but as the Soul 
to the Body, tied by a Sameneſs of Aﬀec- 
tions and link'd by inſeparable. Intereſts, 
If they have their Faults ; you have yours: 

And generally more numerous and grievous 
Ones, You expect them to bear with yours: 
It isbut juſt then, that you ſhould exert your 
Prudence, your Fortitude and your Tempe- 
rance of Heat, to bear with theirs: And They 


are ſeldom more than feminin Foibles. Learn 


then to compaſſionate their Weakneſſes, to 
the weaker feminin Veſſels imparting Honour. 


In this, ſhew your ſuperior Strength and 
Command : In this place, all your Pride ; 


mindful, that They are Coheirs with you to 
the Grace of Life. Without doing This, 
you can never be qualified for praying to 
Gor: For your Prayers are obſtructed by 


the Excluſion of Gop from your Minds 
and Hearts. And they who ſo receive Matri- 


mony, ſays the Angel, that they exclude Gon 


from themſeFves and their Mind, over them 


the Devil hath Power, © 

Romulus the firſt Founder of Nam! tho” | 
a Pagan, tho' ſtain'd with the Blood of his 
own Brother, 'was not- ſo diveſted of all 


Humanity as not to ſee the greater Horror 


of a Man's n his Wife, and there- 
| _ fore 


8 k Sd * 
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fore laid this down as a Law: Every 
Woman, /ays he; lawfully join'd in Wed- 


4% lock with a Man, is the Partner of his 
* Fortunes and even of his Religious Rites. 


* And as he is the Lord of his Houſe, She 


is the Lady of it. The Laws of Nature 
Have made all things common to Both; and 
therefore, .the Woman can receive no In- 
jury but what muſt affe&t the Husband. 
And Juſtice then requires, O Husbands, 
that inſtead of injuring and oppreſling them 


Yourſelves, you ſhould guard Them from 


every Injury and Violence; Theni whom 


you received at the Altar; Them, whom 
| you have taken from their native Home; 


from their every Friend, and from every other 


| Means of Succour, to ſupply the Place of 
All and to be Yourſelves their only Re- 
fuge, Comfort, Support and Defence. This 


you promiſed in Marriage; and for This, did 
They conſent to leave Father and Mother, 
and All, which before was near and dear to 
them, to cleave to You. It was this Con- 
ſideration doubtleſs which moved Ari/totle 
to treat as Barbarians, All Thoſe who put 
their Wives upon a Level with Servants. 
How then muſt we regard Him, who 
ſhall take a Servant's Part againſt a Wife; 
and even encourage his Children or Domeſtics 
to fly in the Face of their Mother or Miſtreſs? 


It is eaſy to gather hence, what Contempt 


is due to thoſe Wretches, who are mean 


iO. U u 2 ; and 
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or Fame, aflign'd to Woman-fighters that 
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and baſe enough to lift up their Handy 
againſt a Wife. Juſtice there can be None 
in ſuch Proceedings. For a Wife is no 
Bond-Slave but an Equal; and no Laws 
ever allow'd one Equal to oppreſs another 
with Blows. The Faulty are more often 
exaſperated than mended by Stripes: There 
can then be no Prudence neither, in inſult- 
ing a Wife with them. And Fortitude is 
quite out of the Caſe. There is no Laurel 


ever I could hear or read of. For a 
Woman to ſtrike her Husband, it requires a 
good deal of Courage; and therefore a falſe 
Bravery may tempt them to it: Whereas 
Nothing but the utmoſt Cowardice of Soul 
can influence a Man to ſtrike a Woman for 


the greateſt of Injuries. And therefore is 


it, that, tho' the Laws have been often 
very ſevere againſt Women who prefume to 


ſtrike a Husband, yet there never was hitherto 


a Legiſlator, who thought it neceſſary to 
offer Such an Indignity to Man as to reſtrain 
him, by Laws, from What his very Man- 
hood alone ought to make him diſdain. 

But who am. I talking to? To Savages ? 
No: There are Savages who have too much 
of the Rational Being in them to exert 


their brutal Strength againſt a Creature 


too weak by Nature for an equal Reſiſtance? 
Am I talking to Infidels, I jay? No: 


And if 1 was; moral Heathens in general 


ſcorn 
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ſcorn ſuch unnatural Meanneſſes. Cato, 
tho' no Friend to the Women, as is well 
known, 1s abſolutely againſt the Baſeneſs 


of a Man's ſtriking his Wife; and infiſts, that 


*© They who act thus are no leſs guilty of 
*© Sacrilege than They who defile the Sanc- 
*© tuary of Gop. It is time enough then, 
to inveigh againſt Such enormous Conduct, 
when the Brutes can underſtand me. But 
why the Brutes? They deſerve no Re- 
proaches of this Sort, Bare Inſtinct lifts 


them above theſe Crimes againſt Nature, 


Man, Man alone, the meaneſt of Brutes 
when he deſerts Reaſon and Grace, is the 
only Male Creature who thus abuſes his 
Female Companion. Thank Gop, I am 
talking to Chriſtians then, who may not, 
without Injury to their high Character, be 
ſo much as ſuſpected capable of ſuch Irre- 

larities; and therefore I ſhall leave 
the Wretches, who are capable of them, to 
Themſelves; too abandon d to be benefited 
by the Word of Gop, too perverſe: for 
Remonſtrance, too far loſt to the Grace 
of Gop to be ſhamed out of Vice, and too 


ſtrongly held by the Power they give Satan 


over them, for me to hope to reclaim, 
And yet, Beloved Chriſtians, free as I 
hope You are from theſe groſſer Abuſes of 
conjugal Peace ; free as you may be at pre- 
ſent from any matrimonial Storms but 
what you can weather; have a Care of 

| being 
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being too venturous: Beware how you 
make familiar with Danger. At Sea every 


the fainteſt Gale may be big with a ruinous 
Tempeſt: And in Matrimony every the 
moſt trifling Quarrel, may bring forth ſuch 
a Storm as ſhall overwhelm. you. It is a 
common Maxim, but a very much miſtaken 
One becauſe very little underſtood, that 
The Falling out of Friends is the Renewal 
© of Love. And it is hence I believe that 


the Weaker Vainer Part of the Sex often 
_ purpoſely ſeek Feuds, for the Sake of thoſe - 


Sweets which they falſely promiſe theme 
ſelves in Reconciliation. Becauſe, perhaps, 
the Ground they loſs'd in ſome prior Diſ- 
ſputes they found means to - regain with 
Intereſt, when the Breach was made up. 
But This is a dangerous Commerce, by 


which there is more loſt, in the long run, 


than there is gain'd, to the Adventurers. It 


is poflible and even probable, that a light 


Breach of matrimonal Peace, for once and 
away, may, when made up, be attended 


with a ſenſible Improvement of conjugal 


Love in a Husband, eſpecially if, upon cool 
Reflection, he finds himſelf to have been in 
the Wrong: And the ſame may be ſaid on 


the Woman's Side. And there is good Reaſon 


for it. Becauſe the Uneaſineſſes which Both 
Parties muſt have endured, in the Interval 
of Diſagreement, cannot but heighten by 


Compariſon the Happineſs of their Re- 


union, 
LY 
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union. But then this is a very precarious 
Effect of conjugal Contentions: And fo 


ſeldom experienced, eſpecially where thoſe 


Contentions become frequent, that it can 
by no means be wiſe in either Party to de- 
nd upon them. Every Miſunderſtanding 


etween Man and Wife, however ſhort, 
however trivial, impairs, and contributes 


in ſome degree to the blunting of, that 


Tenderneſs which married Perſons! ought 


to have for Each- other: And may if fre- 
quently re-iterated wear it quite away. A 
Ship, at Sea, may ride-out many little 
Storms, without any ſenſible Marks of im- 
avs Detriment from any One of them. 
Nevertheleſs ſhall the Sides of it be ſo 
weaken'd and worn by the frequency of 
them, as, at length, to periſh almoſt in a 
Calm. Thus too, tho! every ſingle Storm 
of Niſcord between Man and Wife may be 
trivial in itſelf ; yet does it frequently hap- 
pen, that a Multiplicity of thoſe ' trifling 
were totally overſet the Matrimo- 


-  nial Bark, Nay in reality, it is from the 


mereſt Trifles, generally ſpeaking, that the 
greateſt- Storms of Strife ariſe in Wedlock. 
| I am not apprehenfive, Chriſtians, that Any 
of You will ſuddenly give into the groſſeſt 
Abuſes of your Marriage. No, My greateſt 
Fear is, leſt, by neglecting Trifles, you thould 


come to Miſtakes. of greater Conſequence. 


When married Perſons diſagree; it is for 


the 
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the moſt Part, at firſt, about mere Trifles, 


When they leſſen themſelves in the Eyes 
of One-another it is, at firſt, by mere Trifles. 
When they renounce the ſolid Bleſſings of 
conjugal Harmony, Fidelity and Love; it 
is almoſt always for the mereſt Trifles, mag- 
nified by Paſſion and Prejudice, into mighty 
Matters. What St Bernard ſays of the 
World in general is ſo very applicable in par- 
ticular to the wedded World, that, ſtraiten'd 
as We begin to be for Time, I cannot with- 
ſtand the giving you his own Words, *©* Caſt 
© but an Eye upon a Perſon drowning in 
* a deep Water, /ays he, and how eagerly 
* ſhall you not ſee him graſp. the firſt 


© Perſon or Thing which he lays his Hand 


*© on. Nothing can make him quit his 
«© Hold of what-ever comes firſt in his 
« Reach; tho' a Thing which can be of 


< no-Uſe but to render his Ruin inevi- 


e table, Such as the very Weeds Which 
<« entangle him or the Stone which weighs 
« him under Water. Nay, too often does 
<« it happen, that, if any Perſons come to 
« his Relief, ſo faſt does he cling to them 
* as to involve them in his own Diſtreſs 
« and render it oftentimes impracticable for 
« them to ſave Him or themſelves, 80 


** too, in this great and ſpacious Sea of 


«© human Life, They, who are overwhelm'd 
„ with the Tempeſt of matrimonial Strife, 
* too often miſerably periſh, through their 

«© own. 
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gn Folly, in madly purſuing precarious 


** periſhable paltry | Tritles and neglecting 


2 = thoſe ſolid Bleſſings of conjugal Virtue; 
* which, would they but lay Tal hold of . 


« them, might, not only reſcue Them from 
1 temporal Anguiſh, but ſecure them ever- 
1. laſting Peace and Joy. Thus, I ſay, do 


% They 3 periſh, Who, neglecting 


the Study of true and 48 Happ ineſs, 
* run in Search of carthly fickle ting 
t Pleaſure, with ſuch ſenſeleſs Renal 
that there is no recalling or diſentangling 
„ Them. At leaſt is there often Danger, 


by running to their Succour, of being in- 


volved 1 in their Wretchedneſs, bs 
Beware then, Married Chriſtians: Beware, 
| Each: of you, 'of what You call Trifles. 
Believe me, they may prove no Trifles for 
You: | Trifles as you eſteem your little In- 
diſcretions in Matrimony, They may lull 


me Grace of Jxsus aſleep in your Breaſt 


or in That of your Partner, if not in Both; 

and raiſe ſuch a Storm of Strife and Miſery 
as may totally oyerwhelm you. Have Any 
of you already had the fatal Experience of 
it? Are you overwhelm'd with the Waves 
of Affliction, while JesUs ſeems aſleep to 
your Relief? Ah! look then into your own 
Souls for the Cauſe, to remove it. Has not 
your paſt or preſent Neglect of the ſacra- 
mental Graces of Matrimony incenſed him 
to ſhut his 1 _ to yaur Anguith ? 


4 Vox. I. Ariſe 
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Ariſe then with redoubled Fervour and 
have Recburſe again to Jesvs' for freſſi 
Graces, Exert yourſelves in the Improve- 
ment of them. In ſhort let your future Aſſi- 
duity rouze him to your Aſſiſtance, that, 
commanding the Winds of Diſſention and 
the Waves of Diſtreſs which overpower 
you, there may | enſue 4 Great Calm: A 
perfect Serenity in your Minds and a ſolid 
Tranquility in your Conſciences. 

To conclude, O married Chriſtians, Vou 
who have deſerted Chriſt and provok'd 
him to withdraw his Comforts his Graces 
His Bleſſings from you ! Recall his Mer- 
cies, by removing the Obſtacles of your 
own putting. And You, who live more 
regular Lives! You, who fulfil} the eſſential 
Duties of your Wedlock! Guard yourſelves 
from loſing Sight of the great Ends of it 4 
Trifles. Let Nothing tempt you to bre 
your mutual Harmony.” Married Chriſtians! 
Be chriſtianly fond of Each-other, and ftudy 
to improve your mutual Love and Eſteem. 
But then, carry not your Fondneſs beyond 
the Bounds of Diſcretion : Let not your 
Love, like That of Horſe and Mule who 
' have no Underſtanding, degenerate into Luſt: 
Nor let mere carnal Delight have the chief 
Part in your Motives of conjugal Love 
towards One-another, Remember the Fate 
of the Firſt Seven Husbands. of Sarab the 
Daughter of Raguel : * 5 whom 
\ Gor 
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Gop permitted the Devil to carry away: :- 
Becauſe One married her for the Greatneſs 
of her Fortune; Another for her Beauty, and 
Others. for like vicious Motives. In ſhort 
They All received Matrimony (as the Angel 

tells Tobiah) * ſo as to exclude Gor from Chap. 

Fhemſetves on their Mind. And fo gave them- 
ſelves to Luft, as Horſe and Mule who have 
no Underſtanding. And therefore over them 
the Devil had Power. Not ſo over Tobiab. 
He married the ſame Woman, yet a Virgin, 
and, enjoy'd her with all the Happineſſes 
of Wedlock ; becaufe his Motives and Con- 
duct were Holy. The firſt Night of their 
Marriage, entering into her Chamber, he 
addreſs d himſelf thus to his Virgin Wife: + TOR | 
Sarah, ariſe : And let us pray to Gop, to-day 
and to-morraw, and the next Morrow : Be- 
cauſe, theſe three Nights, we are join'd to . 
Gop. For We are the Children of Holy 
Men, and may nat be join d as Gentils who 
know not Go. : 
Follow then, O Chriſtians, this glorious 
Example. Give ſome Truce to: your mu- 
tual Fondneſſes at Times, to add a Bleſſing 
to them by the Encreaſe of your Devo- 
tion to Gop. Remember, that, if you are 
not Saints yourſelves, : you are Children of 
Saints ; and therefore ought not to live like 
married Infidels. No: Be temporate in 
your Pleaſures; be Prudent, Juſt, and full 
eee 1 of 
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Suffer Both to grow till the Hor, and, 
in the Time of the Harveſt, I will ſay 
10 the Reapers : : Gather up firſt the Cockle 
and bind it in Bundles to burn; but the 
be gether * inte my Barn. N 


W | HE Goſpel for this Day, Chri- 
ſtians, contains Some of the moſt 
important Truths our Saviour 
mmunicated to bis Diſciples. 

hs his divinely gracious Law 

ob to conform himſelf to the Caſt of 
pi peculiar to the Feuos and Gentils of the 
Eaſt, in his Days, deliver'd, to Them, Many 
of his fublimeſt Doctrins, in ſuch familiar 
Parables as might beſt ſquare with their 
* * ; NG they —_— 
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| | have no Excuſe, no Room to plead Igno- 


rance for their rejecting them. And on 
the other ſide, 101 the Benefit of Us, who 
are unaccuſtoni d-to, and therefore leſs 
acquainted- with, the emblematic -Merhbd 
of converſing, he graciouſly condeſcends to 
explain to us Such of them as beay- any 
the leaſt Appearance of Perplexity. 'The 
Meaning therefore of the preſent Parable 
he declares to his Diſciples to "ho This: He, 
who Soweth the Good Seed, it the! Sen of 
Man: The Field is the World. The Cockle 
are the Children of the Wi cked- One, The 
Enemy, who fow'd them, is the Devil But 
the Harveſt is the End of tbe World : 
And the Reapers are the Angeli. In the 
Good Seed and the pernicious Cockle then 
we are taught, by Chriſt himſelf, to under- 
ſtand the Election of the Juſt and the 
Reprobation of the Wicked: The unwieldy 
Heaps of Theſe, like ſapleſs Faggots, 

thrown into the unquenchable Flames of 
Hell; and the ineſtimable Meaſure. of 
Thoſe, like a rich Harveſt of ſolid Corn, 
collected into the Graineries of Heaven. 

The Church, like a fair and fertil F ield, 

is conſtantly yielding, to the Almighty, a 

precious Crop of virtuous Souls, rich in the 
Fruits of Grace and every Good. "Theſe, 
Theſe are the bleſſed Product of that Good 
Seed, which the Son of Gop and Son of Man, 

our Redeemer Chriſt, has graciouſly. ſow 
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in it with his precious Death. And Theſe 


are the growing Saints whom David com- 
pares to the Plant by the Water-Side, 
which ſhall Yield it's Fruit in due Seaſon, 
whoſe Foliage ſhall never decay, and whoſe 


every Motion ſhall be crown'd with Suc- 


ceſs. Alas, what a Pity it is, that ſuch a 
fruitful Soil ſhould be profanely interſown 


with Cockle, with Briars, with Tares and 
uſeleſs, nay pernicious, Weeds! Vet ſo it 
Is. Spite of all the Vigilance of the Church 


and the Induſtry of the Major Part of her 
Miniſters, the infernal Enemy, ever intent 


on Miſchief, has taken advantage of the 


'Drowſineſs and Indolence of ſome of her 


Members to ſow the pernicious Cockle of 
Sin Error and Scandal amidſt the ſolid 


Grain. And to ſuch a Height is it grown, 
that there is no clearing the Church of 
this Stubble of Perdition, without Prejudice 


to the bleſſed Crop of Innocents who are 
deſtin'd for the eternal Graineries of Glory, 
till the day of Univerſal Harveſt. Then, 


then ſhall the Son of Man, ſays Chriſt, 
fend his Angels; and They ſhall gather, out 


F his Kingdont, all Scandals and Them 
who work gg ; and ſhall caſt them 
into the Furnace of Fire: There ſhall be 


| Weeping and Gnaſhing of Teeth, Ah 


wretched Sinners) Stubble of Deſtruction! 
Cockle of Satan and Fuel of a never- 


_ Fire!. Say, whoever.. you are: What 


I will 
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will your. dreadful Situation be in that day 
of Harveſt? What will it avail you, te 
have mix d with the Righteous, undiſturb'd 
in the ſpacious Field of Gop's Church; 
when, at laſt, you muſt be ſeparated from 
them forever. For even as the Cockle is 
 gather'd up and burnt with Fire: So ſtall 
it be in the end of the World with Tou; 
unleſs you take timely Warning and ſuffer 
- yourſelves to ripen into Fruits worthy of 
Repentance. Then indeed may you ſhare 
the happy Portion of the Juſt, ho /hgll 
ſhine as the Sun in the Kingdom of their 
Father. Yes: You, O happy Souls, whoſe 
Will is That of your Lord, whoſe: Lives 
are fruitful in Virtue, and whoſe Study is, 
to yield the Fruits of Innocence or Repen- 
tance! You, ſays Gop, by the Month. of 
his Prophet Is A IAM, You ſhall go gut with 
Foy and be led forth with Peace: The 
Mountains and the Hills fhall break- forth 
before you into ſinging, and all the Trees 
of the Field ſhall clap their Hande. 

The Conſequence then of all This js 
big with Three important Truths. The Fix 
is, that-Gop is not Author of Any of the 
moral Evils, which infeſt the fertib Field 
of his Church; he having ſown Nothing in 
it but Good Seed. The Secand is, that 
oy has ineffable Reaſons for ſuffering the 
Evils he does not produce; otherwiſe they 
could not ſubſiſt. And the Third ia, that 
L11'% God's 
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God's permiſſive Providence does not hin- 


der the Wicked from ſhunning Evil and 
doing Good ; otherwiſe they could not 
juſtly be puniſh'd, Hence therefore I 


ſhall take occafion to inſtruct you in Three 


fundamental Points of Chriſtian Faith ; 
by ſhewing you: . 


I. That, whatever Reaſons the Almighty 
may have for ſuffering the Wicked to 
intermix with the Good in his Church, 
his Will is nevertheleſs that there be 
eee oo” 

IT. That probable Reaſons may be aſſign'd 
for his divine Toleration of this Mix- 

ture of the Bad with the Good: and 

III. That it abſolutely depends upon 

every Chriſtian to be of the Number of 
the Good and Elect, if he fo pleaſes. 


/ Laſtly, To make theſe Reflections uſeful, 
1 ſhall conclude with offering to you Some 


of the moſt effectual Means to ſecure your- 


ſelves in the Number of the Elect. 


EH 2 then among you who has Ears to hear” 


let him hear. © Yet what will all this 
People's Attention profit them or me; 
_<*© unleſs Thou, Lord, vouchſafe to give my 


* Words a piercing Warmth and bleſs. 


this Audience with the Grace to practice 
« what thou ſend'ſt me hither to teach 
„ them? O do it, Saviour, for thy Mercy's 

I. I. Ty © ſake! 
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fake! What tho our Revolts are many; 


« and We have ſinn' d againſt thee; make 


&* not this People a diſgrace to thy eternal 
% Throne of Glory: Make not of me an 


« Inſtrument to aggravate their Guilt ; nor 
te let this Sermon, by their own Neglect, 


* heap Coals of Fire on their Heads. 


St. Math. I. Suffer both to grow till the Harveſt? * 
I God then, Chriſtians, does ſuffer the Cockle 
to grow up with the Corn, the Wicked to 
intermix with the Good, undiſturb'd ? Yes, 
he does ſo. But you are not therefore to 
imagin, that Gop is pleaſed with the 
Wickedneſs of the Wicked; much leſs 


that he encourages or influences them to 
it. No: Whatever gracious Deſigns Gop 
may have for tolerating Evil Men in this 


World, his Will is nevertheleſs that All be 
Good. This is the Will of Gon, ſays 
+ 1 Thefa- St. PAUL, your Sancti fication. + It is the 
nian . Will of Gor then that you ſhould, All of 
you, be ſanctified by Perſeverance in Good. 
This appears evidently from hisBeneficence to 


Man in the very firſt Creation of him. He | 


form'd him to his own Image and Likeneſs, 


endow'd him with original Innocence and 


afforded him the Grace and Means neceſ- 

ſary to keep himſelf in that happy State. 

Nay the Sacred Scripture. abſolutely tells us 

t Ecclfi- that Gop created Man upright, + that is 
Situs, vu. in other Words, he created him in a bleſſed 
q | State 
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State of habitual Rectitude and Propenſity 
to the Sovereign Good he was made for. 

Can it then be dqubted but that Gop's 


Intention in beſtowing all theſe Favours 


upon Mankind was, that They might All 


perſiſt in the Purſuit of Goodneſs ? 
* And yet, you'll ſay, They have acted 


** quite the Reverſe.” True: But was it 
the will of Gop, which influenced them to 


the oppoſit Evil? No: 80 very far from 
it was his Will, that He could not ſhew a 
greater Diſlike to the Fall of Human Na- 
ture, than he did in the Means he made 
uſe of to repair it. To reſtore us All to 
our primitive Uprightneſs, he carried his 
- Generoſity to the utmoſt Exceſs, in the 
Graces communicated to us, by Virtue of 


his Paſſion and Death, by Means of his 


holy Sacraments, the Theological Virtues 


and other facred” Gifts and Habitudes of 
ſupernatural Infuſion. In ſhort, - whether 


we view ourſelves in our Creation, or in 
the Redemption wrought in us; we ſhall 


find, that Gop has ſown no Evil Seeds in 
our Hearts. No: Gop, taking a general 


View of our Beings ſaw all things which 
he had wrought in us, and they were 
greatly Good. All his Production in our 
Hearts and Minds is Grace, Virtue, and 
heavenly Knowledge, whoſe fair Offspring 
is the Right of Inheritance to everlaſting 
mcg All ſupernatural Gifts and divinely 

Yy2 Good. 
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Good. So plain is it, that his bleſſed 

Purpoſe was and is, that All of us ſhould 

be, and perſiſt in being, Good. This, his 
is the Will of Gop your Sanctiſicatiun. 

And yet alas, My Gop! In ſpite of this 

thy ineffably gracious Purpoſe, — Many 


evil Men are there for One Good-One ; 


how Many unhallow'd Hearts for One 


truly ſanctified, as Thou would'ſt have All 


to be! Whence comes then this hateful 
Effect, ſo contrary to thy bleſſed Purpoſe? 
Can thy heavenly Will be made void or 
thy Purpoſe fruſtrated? No, Chriſtians : 
It cannot. Gop wills all Men to be Good, 
it is true: But then, he wills them to be 


freely ſo, like the Free-Agents he made 


them. The Good which is forced is no 
Good at all, in him who is campell'd 


to it. He therefore gave you a Free-will, 
that you might be truly Good, by being 


freely ſo; and gave you a ſufficient Por- 
tion of Grace, to bias your Free-ill to the 
Choice of Good, but not to controul it. 


For how could your Will be free, if It was 


forced; and how could It be other than 
forced, if he had not left you -at Liberty 
to chuſe Good, or to reject it for it's 
oppoſit Evil. If then you are ſuch per- 
verſe Enemies to yourſelves as to prefer 
the Evil, which he has render'd hateful in 
itſelf, to the Good, the amiable Good, which 
he invites and allures you to by Grace; 
N „ | your 
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your Happineſs indeed is obſtructed, but 1 
his bleſſed Will is no ways fruſtrated: 
Since, tho he wills you to be ſaved by be- 
ing Good, yet he wills you to be free: to 
the Choice of, either ſaving Good, or de- 
ſttructive Evil. Let your Option then be 
ever ſo bad, Gop is ſtill unalterable irre- 
ſiſtible and blameleſs : All the unhappy 
Variation, all the Blame, is in yourſelves, 
He made you Good, regenerates you into 
Good, and has produced in you nothing 
but Good. It is your 'own Fault then in- 
tirely, that you are not All as Good, as 
he made you, redeem'd you, and wills you 
to be. if you are loſt then, Nur Perdi- 5 Hh 
tion is from yourſelf, O Thr ael. of 3 
Sin therefore, however now deeply rooted 4 
in your Hearts, is but a mere poiſonous 
Exotic. Tis originally of foreign Growth 
to the Soil which produces it: And the 
Devil, that profeſt Enemy to human Na- 
ture, is the Sower of it. The Enemy, ſays 
| Chriſt, came and -overſow'd Cockle among 
the Wheat. It was this envidious Fiend 
then, who firſt ſfow'd the deſtructive Weed 
of Vice among the ſolid Grain of Virtue, 
with which Heaven enrich'd the Heart of 
Man; and it is He, who, thanks to hn- 
man Indolence, keeps cultivating —_ 
Growth of it. Ah! What Stupidity and 
Perverſity then is yours, O Mortals, to 
81 yourſelves to be thus -robb'd of your 
| preſent 
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preſent Eaſe and eternal Safety, by ſuch an 
impotent Adverſary, who, as St. Auguſtin 
*© obſerves, can only fawn or foam; and (like 
a growling Maſtiff faſten'd to a Stake) may 
e bark indeed, yet cannot injure Any but 
* Such as are willing to be hurt.” Tis 
your own Faults then, if he injures you ; 


| You may thank your own Folly or Indo- 


lence, in either placing yourſelves within 
the Length of his Chain, or careleſsly ſleep- 
ing till he is unchain'd and comes within 


reach of You. Tis with. You as with the 


Men in this Goſpel : Mhile the Men were 


aſleep, the Enemy came and ſou d the Cockle. 


And how would your Enemy find Oppor- 
tunity to ſow, among You, the Cockle of 
Iniquity ; did you not leave your Souls upon 
the unguard, by ſuffering the Honours, 
Pleaſures, Riches and Vanities of the World 
to lull you into a Lethargy of Grace? 
Ah Chriſtians! What are you then about? 
Do you conſider the peſtiferous Nature of 
this Weed which you ſuffer to get head in 
your Souls? Tis of the Nature of | thoſe 
Poiſons, which corrupt all things, they are 
blended with, into themſelves. Sin is the 


Seed of Satan; and, once it takes Root in a 


human Breaſt, it ſo incorporates itſelf with | | 
his very Nature, that it changes him at length 
into the very Offspring of the Devil. It is 
Your Saviour himſelf who tells ' you ſo, in 
the very ſame Chapter from whence the 
| | | N Goſpel 
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Goſpel for this Day is extracted. The 
Cockle, ſays he, are the. Children of the 
Wicked One: And the Enemy, who ſow'd 
them, is the Devil. And how multiplied, 
alas, is not this Cockle among the Children of 
; Men! How does the Number of the Wicked 
exceed the Good in the very Heart of God's 
Church! How, (may I not ſay with the 


Prophet IrxEMr ?) * How is the 9 


tarniſbd, the beſt Colour changed! Her 
Nazarites, once the Children of Gop, once 
whiter than Snow for their Innocence, purer 
than Milk in their Intentions, ruddier than 
the old Ivory in their Zeal and Conſtancy, 
and fairer than the Sapphire in the Holi- 
neſs of their Lives: Now, alas, what. are 
they become? Their Face is made blacker 
than Coals, through the Foulneſs of a guilty 
Conſcience, and They are not known' in the 


Streets, + from the Bundles of Reprobation + Bid. 


. gather' d up for the Fire. Ah my gracious 
Gop ! Whence comes all this Deſolation ? 
'Whence comes it, that the Iniquity of the 
Daughter of thy People is become greater 
Fi the Sin of Sodom: *which was over- 
thrown in a Moment and Hands took Nothin 


in her. + But can you, O Catholics, be at a t Bid 


loſs to account for it? When your conſtant 
| Converſation with Heretics of every De- 
Nomination, your Eagerneſs after their 
Fleſh-pots of Luxury and Vice, and the 
| unguarded abject Complaiſance, with which 

2 8 you 
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| you give up-yourſelves to their Example, 
$ have corrupted Many of you, from pure 
| Diſciples of Chriſt, to Children of the 
Wicked-One. For One of you, now, who 
reſembles the primitive Chriſtians, how 
Many of you are worſe than the Worſt of 
| Heretics, by being wicked Catholics; nay 
more inconſiſtent than modern Infidels, 
| Fools - who have ſaid in their Hearts, there 
| * Pſalm. is no Gop. * „ 
| . Ah how near are the Words of David 
3 to being again verified even in our Days! 
S Should the Lord again /ook forth from 
Heaven, upon the Children of Men; to ſee, 
| if there be, who underſtandeth and ſeeketh 
| after Gop; will he not find that A have 
_—_- declined, and are become unprofitable toge- 
+ Bid. ther? + Or if there are a Few Good Men; 
how very ſmall is the Number, in com- 
pariſon with That of the Wicked, even 
among Catholics, even in the midſt of this 
Captive Flock, captive in it's own native 
1 Land! Who can diſcern the ſolid Wheat 
2 of the truly Pious from the deſtructive 
=. Cockle of the walking Scandals which are 
| overſown in the very midſt of You? O my 
Gop! viſit thou this People, as thou did'ſt 
* thy Church of old, with thy correcting _ 
chaſtening Hand. Send us ſuch a bitter, 
ſuch a ſweeping, Perſecution, as may effec- 
tually weed us of this Cockle of Perdition ; 
= that the fair Grain of thy planting may 
| 9 grow 
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grow. up in Virtue undiſturb'd, But No, 
ſays the Almighty, Suffer Both to grow. till 
the Harveſt, and, in the Time of the Harveſt, 
| T will ſay to the Reapers : Gather up firſt 
the Cockle and bind it into Bundles to burn, 
but the Wheat gather Ye into my Barn, * "I 
Ah! what can all this mean, dear Saviour? 
Expound it to theſe heſitating Mortals. 
For, Me (perhaps) they would miſtruſt ; 
ſhould I preſume to explain thy Meaning 
to them. The Harveſt is the End of the  _ 
World, ſ. 1 Chriſt : + And the Reapers are + Bid. 
the Angels. Even as Cockle therefore is 
gabe up and burnt with Fire: jo ſhall 
it be in the End of the World. The Son 
of Man ſhall ſend his Angels, and They 
ſhall gather, out of his Kingdom, all Scan- 
dal and Them who work Iniquity : And 
ſhall caft them into the Furnace of Fire : 
Were ſhall be weeping and gnaſhing of 
Teeth. Then ſhall the Fuſt ſhine, as the 
Sun, in the Kingdom of their Father. He 
who hath Ears to hear let him hear. This 
then is a plain Demonſtration, that Gon 
is ſo far from encouraging the Wicked in 
their Wickedneſs, that it is his gracious 
Will that all ſhould be Good. 


II. Why then, you'll ask me, does Gop 's 
ſuffer, in the fruitful Field of his Church, .* 
a Mixture of ſuch Oppoſits as the Goop 8 
and the WICK ED. To ſpeak the Truth, i 

Vor. I. 2 there 
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| there is no Poſſibility of diving into the 
Almighty's eternal Secrets, for Us ſhort- | 
ſighted Beings, That is too impenetrable 
an Abyſs of Wiſdom, for Us to fathom. | 
Many probable Conjectures, however, may 
be offer'd, ſufficient to clear-up, to you, 
God's infinit Mercy in ſo doing. Firſt, in 
| their Seeds or Principles, the Bap are not 
to be always externally diſtinguiſh'd from 
the Goop, Their Difference appears not 
till their Maturity. By their Fruits You 
"Math. ſhall know them, ſays Chriſt. * Look round 
"a Congregation, and behold: What alovely 
Crop of Piety is here! What a Heap of 
ſeemingly Good Chriſtians! But! * ®| 
Cockle here as well as ſolid Grain, Root. 
< jt out then, you'll ſay.” Alas, where ſhall | 
begin? Who can diſcern the Good among 
you, from the Bad., Are you not All 
punctual to the Hour of Prayer, All atten- 
tive to the Word of Gop, All grave at 
your Devotions, frequent at Communion 
and forward to ſhew your Eagerneſs after 
every Indulgence? How then ſhall T gather 
up the Cockle from among. you, without 
Danger of rooting up the Wheat alſo? No. 
Suffer Both to —_ till the Harveſt, ſays 
Chriſt. Then ſhall you diſtinguiſh the 
covetous Worldling, who. comes hither, 
more to promote is temporal Lucre than 
to heap up Treaſures in Heaven; the vain 
Woman, who comes, more to ſhew. her 


Pride 
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Pride and her Perſon to the Men than to lay 
her Heart open to God; the Selfelated 


Witling, who attends to God's Word, not 
ſo much to improve his Mind and Heart, 


as to gratify his Ears; not ſo much to follow 


the Direction of Gop's Miniſters as to find 
Matter for cenſuring them; the'Prevarica- 
tor, whoſe ny at Prayer is but a Cloak 
to hide the Fra the Tyranny, the Ca- 
lumny, and Cruelties, with which he loads 
his Neighbour ; and the Wretch, who can 
calmly eat at the Table of Chriſt, and yet 
cannot brook his own Houſe till he has 
ſet it in a Flame of Contention ; and, eager 
after an Indulgence. from Heaven, wants 
the Soul to ſhew any Indulgence to his Wife, 


to his Children, to his Servants and De- 


5 ndants. All, All ſhall be deſtinguiſh'd 
m the really Good. Cockle, Fe ctitea 
All: The An Mic Reapers, in the Harveſt, 
ſhall gather em into Bundles to be burnt, 


While the Few who are left, the Solid 


Grain, the Juſt, ſhall be gather'd into the 


_ Grainaries of Heaven, to Hine like the Sun 


in the Kingdom of their —_— 
Methinks, I could fancy myſelf before 
the Throne of Gov, while the Reapers are 
eu the Harveſt. Ah! Who, my 
D, I ſay within myſelf, are that Group of 
| Pete on the Left? . Prieſts! They are a mer- 


cenary Tribe of Hirelings, Süch as Thou 


7M < muſt be, if thou ſpeak not to this People, 


2 2 2 « and 
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and do not warn them of their evil 
Ways. Theſe are Cheats, who have 
made a Trafic of the Whites of their 
Eyes, and the Smoothneſs of their 
Tongues; Robbers who have enter'd, 
by the Window and not by the Door, 
to the Fold of my People: T hey, more 
intent on fleecing than on feeding the 
Flock, would rather loſe a Soul, with 
Flattery, than hazard the Loſs of a Din- 
ner, by Goſpel Freedom. Therefore 
have they prophecied Lies and ſpoken 
vain Things in ſoothing Words. Theſe 
are they, of whom my Prophet Jeremiab 
ſay'th * that They ſpoke the Viſion of 
their own Heart, not from the Mouth 
of the Lord, ſaying, to 8 who blaſpheme 
me, the Lord hath ſþo hay g's 4 
be to you (when e was fs Peace. ) 
' Fo e who walketh in the Perver- 
'y of his own Heart, they have. ſaid: 
* ſhall no Evil come $0 you. 
en they 
are but painted Sepulchres. They a 
Cockle All, Hypocrites All, and bundled- 
up together for the unquenchable Flames. 
Be not thou then like Them; but go: 


Speak to my People; and fear not to tell 


them of their perverſe Dealing. If They 
mind thee not; Thou haſt, at leaſt, deliver d 
thy own Soul. ” I will my Gop, I will. 


Be they offended or T pleaſed, I will e 


SS 
1 
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the bold Truths, thou bid'ſt me b 
Say then Lord: Who ate Theſe unhallow'd 
To ſo cloſely» link?d- with Thoſe : falſe 
Prophets? Ak! It is a fooliſh Multitnde 
of Laity: It is a People provoking. to 
* Wrath, and lying Chi web Children, 
*« who will not hear the Law of Gop : 
* Who Jay, to the Seers, ſee not; and, to. 
© Them who bebold, behold ut nat thoſe 
**' Things which are Right. Speak to us 
{ 4222 — Things, ſee Errors to us. 'Tis * Iaiah 

© a Generation, who fawn upon the Wolf 
* which devours them; and ſpurn at the 
* She pherd, who would lead them to Paſ- 
e ture, They are Cockle All, Hypocrites 
* All, who can profane the Holy of Holies, 
* by receiving the Bread of Angels and 
10 deſpiſing the Hand they receive it from: 
A Generation of Vipers, who value a 
. Prieſt but by the — he makes; 
tt and take advantage of every little tem- 
“ poral Dependence he has on them, to 
** ive Laws to, and trample upon, the 
* {Diſpenſer of God's Myſteries. Theſe 

« are they of whom my Prophet Feremiah + * Lame. 
ec * has told you, that the Lord hath diſperſed Cbap. iv. 
i pra and will not add to regard them, 
* becauſe they have not reverenced. the 
*« Race of the Prieſts. Cockle, mere Cockle 

and Hypocrites, worthy Company for 
© the falſe Prophets they run in ſearch of. 
6 Suffer them, Suffer Both to grow 1 70 the. 
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1 me of the Harveſt, when I will ſay to 
my Reapers : Gather up ubis Cockle to burn, 


_ © but the Wheat gather ye into my Barn. 


Till then they are not to be diſtinguiſh'd; 


by common Eyes; and n not to be 


ſeparated. 

A Second Reaſon uy their: Toleration 
ſeems to be this: Were the Wicked to 
bear the viſible Marks of their Guilt; oe. 


would either create public Horror und, by 


being expofed to Infamy, loſe the natural 


$ 3 <S 


4 


Shame, which might, one Day, be a Means 


of their Converion or eſe They might be- 

corey perhaps, a ' SturblingeBlock of Scan- 

dal to "tie Juſt. - Gop therefore, probably, 

ſpares their Reputation, for their own Sakes ; 

and leſſens their Scaridal, for 1 Sake of 

we ab a „ hey i 
: Thirdly, the Mere and Foeboarancs of 


Gov. thick - forth the more eminently in 


this gracious Toleration of their Perverſity. 
What Face can you have, O obRinate Sin- 
ners to accuſe Go of Severity, in the 
Day of Harveſt, for binding you up in 

id burn ? Had he not au 


Fou Time and Means of Converſion; 


might have complain d, with ſome Colour, 


of the Rigour of his Juſtice. But what 


allorded You ; of the 


Reply will you he able to make, when he 
fall — you of his Patience with you; 
of the Time and Opportunities he has 
"Boy Sacraments and 

other 
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| other repeated Graces, by which he inxited 

du to Good, Ah! Wils then, 1 

Wiſe isit, ' in Thee; My Almighty Sove- 

„to bear with the; Wicked, 4 Thou 

ws be. juſtified in thy- Words, and ov er- 
come when thou art judged. - Pain i. 

This puts me ind! a Fourth Light, 
in which we may reconcile this Divine To- 
leration with Gop's infinit Goodneſs, from 
an Obſervation of St Auguſtin. % Eyery evil 
4 Man, ſays this venerable Bathets Who 
&.. 18; ſuffe r'd to live with impunity. in this 
« Life; is ſuffer'd ſo to do, either that 
“ he. may repent and amend; or, at leaſt, 
<< that he may be an Exerciſe to the Juſt, 
of Patience, Charity and other Chriſtian 
Vittues; and that Theſe may learn to 
avoid the fatal Conſequences Which: his 
Guilt is threaten'd with. Tho' then it be 
ſelf-evident, that it is the Will of Gop 
that All ſhould. be Good; yet there are 


many Subſtantial Reaſons, why! he ſuffers 
the Wicked to exiſt, | 5 


III. Well, then, Chriſttane, bat do ** 
Hearts ſay to You? - Upon: an. impartial. 
Scrutiny, are you All what you ſhouldiand!  - 
may be? What Rank do-. you hold in the 
Church of Gop-?- Are you Bar 2 of the Solid 
Seed, or are not Some of -you;;Cockley, 
Have you Reaſon | to hope, that You are off. 
= * Number of -Gop's Elect, of: his 


Friends, 
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Friends, of Such, in a word, as firmly 


® 1Cor. x. 


believe and truſt in him, and comply with: | 
the holy Ordinances of Him and his Church? 
Or Race Any of you Reaſon to fear, Von 
are of the 5 of the Reprobate, Ene- 
mies of Gop, Oppoſers' of his Counſels, 
and Deſpiſers of his Precepts ? If the For- 
mer; be confident, but humble. Be thank- 
ful to Gop for the Upright State he has 
placed you in, and let him among you, 
who thinks be fans, take heed les be fall. * 
If the Latter ;wait not till the Extremity of 
the Harveſt, nor venture to' provoke the 


Divine Patience too far: Leſt that Patience, 


+ Rom. ii. 


exaſperated with Abuſe, be converted into 
implacable Wrath. Know You not, ſays 
St. Paul, + that the Goodneſs of Gon in- 
vites you 10 Repentance ? Bad as you are then, 
it is in your own Power to repent and be 
: Otherwiſe; why ſhould Gop wait, 


with ſuch Graciouſneſs, for your being- ſo. 


1 Rom, ix. 


True indeed it is, chat the Bleſſing of 
your Election muſt derive originally from 
Him-himſelf. It is his Goodneſs and Grace 
ratis-given, which muſt firſt enable you 
to be ſaved. And therefore, ſays the Lord 
by the Mouth of his Prophet, I will Mercy 
to whom I will Mercy. 1 Still, under himſelf; 
he has' put the — Work of your Pre- 
deſtination into your own Hands. Tis your 
Buſineſs intirely to lay hold on the Aſſiſtance 
he affords you, to perform this Task well. 
Firſt. 
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First, it is the abſolute Will of Gop. He li. 
wills that all Men be ſaved, * ſays the Tin. i. « i 
Apoſtle to Timothy. Secondly, to prove how 1 
much he is in earneſt, he offers you ſufficient 
Grace and Means to do it, and died to pur- 
chaſe you that Grace and thoſe Means. 
This is a Matter of Faith, and determin'd 
by the Council of Trent. Beſides that it is 
evident in itſelf: Live I, ſaith our Lord 
Gop, I will not the Death of the Impi- 
ous, but that the Impious convert from his 
Way and live. Convert, convert from your 
moſt Evil Mays; why will you die;O Houſe of 
Tjrael. + The Propenſity you have to Sin fo ; 
is of your own acquiring; and muſt be 
rtly of your own ſubduing. Therefore 
Gop told you, that the Luſt of it ſhall 
be under you, and you ſhall have Dat 
nion over it, {| Guard yourſelves then + Genes 
from all Iuſurrections from that Quarter. Iv. 
Watch and pray, that you enter not into 
Temptation. & To what End, think you,'$S- mw 
does Gop ſend you ſo many good Thoughts, 
ſo many Inſpirations and Graces, by means 
of Sermons, ſpiritual Lectures, Good Ex- 
ample and the Holy Sacraments? To what 
End did he pour forth his precious Blood, 
lay down his bleſſed Life, and offer All for 
the Salvation of Mankind? Why, I /ay, 
he do and ſuffer thus much, but to 25 
* with the Means to check the inteſtin 
Vor. I, A a a Revolutions 
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| Revolutions of your Paſſions, to quell the 
Attempts of your external Enemies, and to 


work your Election among the Good, by 
repenting of your Evil Ways and rooting 
out of your Hearts the Cockle of Iniquity ? 
Reflect then, Chriſtians, reflect ſerioufly ; and 
let not ſpiritual Sloth rob you of theſe 
bleſſed Advantages, by which you are ſo 


| manifeſtly enabled to ſecure yourſelves of 


the Number of the Elect. 


; IV. To come then to a Concluſion: Vou 


ſee, Beloved, that the chief Cauſe of Re- 


probation proceeds from Negligence and 


the cowardly Indolence of ſuffering your- 


ſelves to be lull'd aſleep by the Suggeſtions 
of Satan, by the vain Allurements of the 
World, and by the Luſts of the Flefn. When 
the Men were aſlap, the Cockle was ſown. 


- Vigilance then and Cireumſpection are the 
only ſure Means to preſerve you from the 


* Philip. 


like Evil Surpriſe. In ſhort you muſt work 
your Salvation in Fear and Trembling, as 
the Apoſtle adviſes. The firſt and great 
Entrance to perfect Wiſdom is the fear of 
t he Lord. 0 | We An 
But when are we to make uſe of this 


holy Fear and Circumſpection? At all 


Times, on all Occaſions, and in every State 
of Life. In a State of Innocence, to pre- 
ſerve that ineſtimable Jewel which ſo 
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many Snares are laid to rob us of: In a 
State of Corruption, to recover that Grace 
which we have loſt, and are in ſo much 
Danger of never calling back: And in a 
State of Repentance, to prevent a Relapſe, 
Once we have fallen into Sin, it depends 
wholly on God's unmerited Goodnds to 

—— us with the Grace of Penance. 
What room then have we not to fear 
| falling into ſuch a dreadful State br per- 
ſiſting in it, when we are abſolutely inca- 
pable, of Ourſelves, of ever riſing from it? 
And if we happily are riſen; how can we 
well avoid fearing the Poſſibility of re- 
turning to it again? He, who has once 


proved inconſtant, may prove 10 again: 


It is at leaſt full as certain, that we have 
fallen, as that we are riſen again. But, 
alas, 'what Certainty have we, that we 
Fhall perſevere to _ End ? Eſpecially 


| Fince, as St. Peter tells us, * our infer- 718. Peter 


nal Enemy is ever watching, ever out 
upon the Scout, like a famiſh'd Lion in 
queſt of his Prey, ſeeking whom he m 
devour ? What Security have we then but 
in our Fears and Vigilance? What Arms 
have we to encounter him with but 
Faith and Fortitude ?- Reſiſt him then, 
Chriſtians, as this Apoſtle adviſes you,” 4 in 
Vas, Fortitude and Haug. 
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Place a firm Confidence in Gop, recur 
to him for Strength in every Temptation: : 
But ſtill be afraid of Yourſelves. Bleſſed is 
the Man who is always afraid. * Re- 
member, that Vou are neither more Holy 
than David, nor Stronger than Sampſon, 
nor Wiſer than Salomon. Theſe were ſur- 
priſed, and ſo may you be; if, like Theſe, 
or like the Men in this Goſpel, You ſuf- 
fer your Fear to be lull'd afleep. Fear 


miſchievous Company ; fear indolent Soli- 


tude: In ſhort, fear your own Senſes, 
and fear your "moſt ſpiritual Exerciſes, 
Devotion itſelf is often-times a Tempta- 
tion: At leaſt, the Modes of it may be 
ſo. The Devil is a ſubtle Enemy, always 
buſy to overſprend with Cockle the beſt 
of Actions in themſelves. Self-Love, Va- 
nity, Obſtinacy and the like Motives or 
Qualities inherent are apt to deſtroy, or 
at leaſt to. leſſen, the Merit of them, Be 
then upon your Guard: Suffer not your- 
ſelves to be of the Cockle: But, ſince 
you have it in your power to be of the 
Solid Grain; lince you may be Chil- 
dren of Gop, and it is his Will you 
ſhould be ſo; prove yourſelves Such, by 
ſhunning Evil, by doing Good, and by 
taking Care that the Whole and only 
Motive of all your Actions be the Glory 
and Love of Gov. That, at /e General 


Harveſt, 
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H e in the End of the World, er 
the Son of Man ſhall fend his Angels RN 
to gather, out of his Kingdom, all Scan- 
dals, and Them who work Iniquity, and 

| ſhall caſt them into the Furnace of Fire, 
You may be found juſt in his Eyes, and, 
like Such, ſhine, as the Sun, in the King- 
dom of your Father. Which I beſeech 
Gop, ae. In the Fs &c. 
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. 


St. MAT HE W iii. 31, 32. 


The Kingdom of Heaven is like a Grain of 
Muſtard-Seed, which a Man took and 
ou d in his Field. Which. is the Leaſt 
indeed of all Seeds: But when it is grown- 
up, it is greater than all Herbs, and 18 
made a Tree; % that the Fowls of the Air 
come and N in the . of «It 


IF 2 "Beloved Chri- 
ſtians, which our Divine Sa- 
viour frequently makes uſe of, 
SS GEO not only to point-out that 
— of Glory which is reſerved for the 
bleſſed Portion of the Juſt but even to 

4 ſignify the State of Warfare by which the 
| | Juſt are to aſpire to it. In ſhort the King- 


dom 
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um of Heaven, properly ſpeaking, is \the = 
Whole collective of his Elect, which 
_ takes-in thoſe happy Souls who are in 
actual Poſſeſſion of eternal Felicity, and 
Thoſe who are deſtin'd to be, one Day, 

equally happy with them in the joint 
Fruition of that Felicity. For, tho', 

7 with regard to Us, They ſeem to be two 
different Bodies, and therefore are diſtin- 
guith'd by the diverſifying Epithets of 
Church-Triumphant, and Church-Militant; 
yet, with reſpect to Chriſt, They are one 

. and the ſame Kingdom of Heaven. “Every 

| One judges, /ays an ancient Philoſopher, * * Arifar: 
« as he himſelf is affected. And it is 
very true. We poor hood-wink'd' Mortals, 
who are ſo miſerably immerſed in Matter, 
whoſe every Knowledge flows to us through 
the corrupted Channels of our Senſes, and 
whoſe Exiſtence is meaſured by the Dif- 
ference of our limited Durations, can ju 
of Nothing but by theſe natrow- Rules. 

And therefore, when we compare the in- 
corruptible intellectual and eternal — 5 
neſs of the Bleſſed above with the corr 
tible ſenſitive and mortal Condition of 
Bleſſed on Earth; we are apt to conceive 
them as two diſtinct People, two Kingdoms 
widely ſituated from Each- other: Whereas, 
in reality, They are but one and the fame 
Kingdom in the Eyes of Chriſt, Who is 
the W * of God, hoking 2 
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End to End frrongly and diſpoſing all Thi ngs 
fweetly. To him there is Nothin 


8 pail, 
Nothing. future; but All Things wick 


- were, are, or ever will be, are ever pre- 


ſent, in that indiviſible Eternity by which 
he ſubſiſts. Thus then does . Chriſt con- 


- fider that ſacred Collection of Souls whom 


he foreſees his own for all Eternity. Tho' 
we may diſtinguiſh them as Members of 
two diſtinct Churches, the Triumphant and 
the Militant; to Him they are but one and 


the Same People of one Kingdom of Hea- 


ven in Poſſeſſion or in certain Hopes. The 
Triumphant are ſtill militant to him in 
thoſe Labours and Sufferings by which they 
have earn'd their preſent victorious Crowns, 
and which, tho' paſt to Them, are ever 
preſent in the gracious; Remembrance of 
their Almighty Pay-maſter. And the Mi- 
litant, in the very midſt of their Struggles, 
are triumphant with him in that immor- 
tal Crown, which he has in ſtore for them, 
and which, tho ſeemingly diſtant from 
their preſent Reach, is nevertheleſs actually 
theirs, in virtue of the all- ſufficient Grace 


be affords them to attain to it. ä 


In the fight of Gop then the Saints 


above and the truly Faithful on Earth, are 


but one Kingdom of Heaven, with this 
ſingle Difference, that the Former are in 
actual Poſſeſſion of the Crown they have 


been ſtruggling for, and the Latter are 


| actually 
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aftually contending for the Crown which is 


already theirs, by the Aſſurance of well 
3 Hope. 


by the Same Means. To forward Theſe 
therefore in their Chriſtian Race, our Sa- 
viour frequently puts them in mind of the 
bleſſed Kingdom, which his Mercy has 
made them Members of. And this he does, 
in different Manners, to ſuit himſelf to their 
different Fempers and Exigences. Some- 
times he propoſes to them the End, - 
other times the Means: One time. he fpir 

them up to a noble Emulation, by — 
before them the glorious Rewards whic cng 


their Compatriots have attain'd to; and 


another Time he takes Occaſion to ſhew 
them how thoſe Rewards are to be attain'd 
to. In the Goſpel for laſt Sunday, He 
compares the Kingdom of Heaven to a plen- 
_ tiful Harveſt; «7 purpoſe to ſhew the Re- 
wards attending on Thoſe Perſons, who 
dex by the Cockle of Iniquity, have 


n'd into Fruits worthy of the Grainaries 
© the Almighty. Then, ſays he, fall the 


uf ſhine, as the Sun, in the Kingdom of 
their Father. And now, in the Goſpel-for 
this Day, to ſhew by what Means that 
Luſtre, that Glory, is to be obtain'd, he 
compares the ſame Kingdom of Heaven to 


a Grain of Muſtard-Seed. The Kin dan 


of Heaven, lays Chriſt, zs lite 8 — of 
Yor. I, Bbb Mee. 


Theſe are advancing and 
urrying after Thoſe to the Same End and 
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Muſtard-S ed, which a Man took and ſou'd | 
in his Field: Which is the Leaſt, 25 of 
| all Seeds. But when it is grown up, it is 
greater than all H. erbs, and is made a Tree; 
ſo that the F. owls of the Air come and dwell 
in the Branches of it. To reap the ſpiri- 
tual Fruit then which our heavenly Maſter 
defigns us in this Compariſon, let us reaſon 
a little upon it; and We ſhall find, that the 
Muſtard-Plant is a Type of the Holy Church 
of Chriſt, an Emblem of her ſacred Doctrin, 
and a Figure of her bleſſed Faith. This 
You will agree to, Chriſtians, when I have 
thewn you, as I now propoſe to do, 


3 lowly diminutive Seeds, to which 
this Holy Church owes it's Being; 
II. The, immoveable Solidity, on Sick 
her Doctrins are built; And, 
III. The ſacred Security which They enjoy 
| who ſeek Shelter under the extenſive 
ES Cover of her infallible Faith. 


« But firſt: To Thee, Almighty Joe of 
e this ſacred Plant, with humble Heart, 
«© 1 lift my ſuppliant Voice. Continue 
Thou to cultivate the Growth of what 
* thou haſt ſown in us. Still let the 
e never-failing Fountain of thy precious 
Flood refreſi thy Church on Earth; 
* that It may proſper and encreaſe, till 

thou ſhalt-join it with thy Church tri- 
* nnn! in one bleſſed People. Sprinkle 


60 both 


ce 
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both Me and all thy Miniſters with 
% Grace and Unction, to ſtrengthen and 

confirm her Members in her, ſolid Docs » 
** trins. And forcibly to draw all Men, but 
<< chiefly this thy little Flock, to ſeek their 
* Safety under her protecting Shade, make 
* every Air, perceptibly inclement to them, 
but what they breathe under the Shelter 
e of her all-ſaving Faith, Amen; My Gop ! 
In thy unwearied Mercy, Lovely Jeſus, 

« fay, Amen; and it ſhall be ſo,” 


* 


I. The Seed of the. Muſtard-Plant, Chri- 
ſtians, you all know, I ſuppoſe, to be of a 
very diminutive Size, and of the Leaſt indeed 
"' of all Seeds, as the Divine Sower of them 
all tells you. What a puny Thing to com- 
pare that Sacred Body with, which embraces 
the upper and nether Surface of the Globe ; 
and extends her Branches from the Centre 
to the Circumference of this terraqueal 
+ Univerſe! You, if you wanted a Figure to 
expreſs the Church by, would hardly con- 
deſcend to ſtoop ſo low for a Simile. No: 
Nothing leſs would ſerve your Turn than 
Something as enormous as your Ambi- 
tion. You would ſcorn the hardy Beach, 
the lofty Cedar and wide ſpreading Oak; 
Lou would be for overlooking the higheſt 
Alps and ſoaring above the Clouds, to ranſack 
the very Spheres for a Compariſon, At 
leaſt, the laſt Thing You would think of 
Ws . | would 


Pride and evaſive of the Eye and Reach 
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would be of comparing the Majeſtic Body of 


Chriſt's Church to a little Grain of Muſtard- 
Seed. What is there, you would cry to 


your ſelves what is there more deſpi- 


cable to the Eye; more eluſive of the 
Touch; or of ſo little Eſtimation in atfelf ? 


But let me ask you in turn, Chriſtians : . 


What could be more contemptible in it's 
Appearance, more ſubject to Ridicule, or 


| leis in Repute, than the Church of Chriſt, 


in It's Beginning? And how ſhould it be 
otherwiſe; if we conſider the Seed and the 


Soil which produced it? The Seeds were a 


ſurpriſing Set of ſeeming, . and, ſeemingly 
abſurd, Paradoxes; the Jeſt of human 


of Mortal Underſtanding. In fact, what 
could appear more fooliſh or weak to the 
ſuperficial World than the Notion of a 
Gop born with human Fleſh, of human 


 low-living Parents; the One a poor homelily- 


attired Woman, the Other a day-labour ing 
Man: A Gop brought forth in a Stable, 
expoſed in a Manger, without any At- 
tendants but Thoſe, and an Ox, and an Aſs: 
A Gop educated in a Cottage, converſant 


_ chiefly with Beggars, nay often with notori- 
ous Sinners: A Gon crucified, and that not 


in a common Manner, but between two 
Felons ; and nail'd to his'Croſs, while The 


were only tied to theirs; as if they had 


apprehended more, and thought it of more 
„ conſequence 
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_ conſequence to prevent, a Reſcue of Him 


than of Them: A Gop, in a word, ad- 
judged, by his own Nation, in a judiciary 


Trial, a common Nuſance more worthy of 


Death than a public harden'd condemn d 


Murderer? What, 7 /ay, could be more 
ſeemingly fooliſh and weak than all this? 
Yet fach were the Seeds, the Principles, 

which gave Birth to that ſpacious Church, 

which 1s fince grown to ſo ſtately a Bulk. 

To. what then ſhall we attribute this 
wondrous Encreaſe? To the Soil they were 
ſown in? No: This was more deſpicable 
ſtill, in the Eyes of Mankind. Twelve 
poor vulgar Perſons, Moſt of them Fifher- 


men, -of no extraordinary natural Genius, 


unpoliſh'd, unprovided with Riches or 
Power, illiterate, I had almoſt faid ſur- 
priſin ly ignorant, of all which the World 
calls Knowledge, were the Soil from which 
Gov raiſed his Church. O my Gop! What 
diminitive Beginnings were Theſe to give 
to the moſt glorious Work of thy Wiſdom! 
Ah how well haſt thou verified thy Word 
by the Month of thy Prophet, I 107i] de- 
firoy the Wiſdom 7 the Wiſe; and the 
Prudence of the Prudent I will rejett ? 

In fact, Chriſtians, if we compare the 
-preſent extenſive Greatneſs of Gor's Works 
in his Church, to the ſeemingly contemp- 
tible State of It in it's Beginning; ſhall we 

not nd, that he has fulfil'd his Promiſe? 


For 


1 
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* Chap. For to aſe the ſame Prophets Words,“ here 
Ils the Wiſe? Where is the Scribe? Where 16 
the Diſputer of this World to ſupport theſe 
r Fiſhermen in their new and nnheard-of 
| Fenets? But No: Gop wanted not the 
Aſſiſtance of worldly Eloquence, of earthly 
Wiſdom, to plant his Sacred Church. 15 
+ 1 Cr. i. the. Wiſdom of Gop, ſays St. Paul, + the 
World did not by Wiſdom know God ; there- 
fore, did it pleaſe Gor, by the Fooliſhneſs of 
preachi ng, to ſave 7. hem who believe. Chriſt 
t lia. then, Beloved, as this Apoſtle obſerves, + 
choſe not many wiſe according to the Fleſh, 
not many Mighty, not many Noble, to preach 
his humble Doctrin. On the contrary, the 
fooliſh Things of the World, he choſe, that 
he might confound the Wiſe ; 'and the 7 eak, 
Bid, that he might confound the 8 trong. $ In ſhort, 
that no Fleſh might glary in his Sight, 
the Eternal Wiſdom choſe the moſt fooliſh 
abject and contemptible Men, to ſubject 
the falſe Wiſdom of the World to a ſeem» 
ingly fooliſh weak and deſpicable Doctrin. 
And what was this Doctrin, but That which 
| T have already mention d. We preach, 
1 2i2. fays the Apoſtle, || a Chriſt, and that Chriſt 
trucified, to the Fews indeed a Scandal, 
and to the Gentils, Fooliſhneſs : But #-ill, | 
that Fooliſhneſs in the Eyes of the World 
is nothing leſs in itſelf, and nothing leſs 
to the Elect than the Power and Wiſdom of 
Gop. No Wonder therefore, that St. Paul 
ſhould 


\ 
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ſhould be ſent, like the other Apoſtles, 70 3 
reach the Goſpel, not in wiſdom of Speech, 
that the Croſs of Chriſt might not be made 
void. For tho the Word of the Croſs to Them 
indeed who periſh, is fooliſhneſs,” fays the 
Saint; yet to Them who are ſavea it 15 Phe 
Power of Gor, .“ 1 0 
Fear not - therefore, ny little Fleck, ſays 
Chriſt. + For fooliſh as you may "ſeem in ale Luke 
the Eyes of the World, To you it it given 
10 know. the Myſteries of the Kingdom of 
Gop. 1 Nor is it Fleſh and Blood which 1. lid. 
bas reveal d tbem to you, but my Father 5 
who is in Heaven. & Fear not, I ſay, weak, 5 St. lab 
and abſurd as theſe Myſteries may appear to i. 
the Carnal; yet ſhall you, with them, ſub-" 
due the Pride of worldly Wiſdom. For 
That which is the fooliſh Xs God is wiſer 
than Men; and J 2 which is the weak of 
Gop is ſtronger than Men. || Fear not, in I 1 Cor. i. 
a word, O little Flock! For, little and con- 
temptiBle as your Beginning is, yet it has 
| pleaſed your heavenly Father to give you e 
Kingdom, I a Kingdom of Grace, of Power *tSt. Luke 
and Holineſs, over-ſpreading the Earth with = 
it's Authority, and joining Hands in one 
holy Communion with the Bleſſed above. 
Such Chriſtians, ſuch as I have ſhewn 
them to you, Such were once the dimi- 
nutive Beginnings and ſuch is now the 
dilated Magnitude of this Twin-Siſter of 
the ns of 'Heaven, which our Saviour 
compares - 
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compares to the Muſtard-Plant, for the 
Littleneſs of it's Origin. And indeed what 
could exceed the juſtneſs of this Com- 

riſon, whether we conſider the Church. 
in her Riſe, or view her in her preſent 
Greatneſs and Extenſion, The Muſtard- 
Plant is extremely diminutive in it's Seed: 
So was the Church of Chriſt, In ſhort, 

analogonſly ſpeaking, the Seeds of both are 
| the Leaſt, indeed, of all Seeds, Again when 
the Muſtard-Plant is grown, it is greater 
than all Herbs and is made a Tree. 80 
this divine Plant of the Almighty's cul- 
tivating, the Catholic Church, has ſthewn 
itſelf, in it's Growth, greater and more per- 
manent than all the ſparious ſavage Plants, 
of Man's and Satan's plantings which vainly 
claim the Title of a Church. For the 
Truth of this, We need but caſt an Eye. 
on the immoveable Solidity of her Doc- 
trins. 25 


II. All the ſacred Doctrins of the Catho- 
lic Church are wiſely and admirably rear d 
upon the ſolid Foundation of Humility Self- 
denial and the Croſs of Chriſt, A lowly 
Foundation, indeed ; but ſo much the fitter 
for the Support of ſo vaſt an Edifice. 
Every Plant, from the-Sinapy to the Cedar, 
by ſo much the deeper it's Roots are fix'd 
in the Earth, ſo much the more loftily and 
widely is it enabled to ſpread the verdank 

| | Honours 


hs * e o % 
NR «a hb . 7 * 1 4 GT 
0 „ | N n " LOC * 5 n pf ; * N 1 n A - 
a | * N 9 8 
# 
/ g a * 
wt hey | J | . 
. . Fl 


after te EPIPHANY, 

Honours of it's Head. And thus is it, that 
the Spouſe of Chriſt, inſpired by his Divine 

Spirit, and led by his Example, teaches all 
her Children, to raiſe the ſacred Plant of 
Grace in their Souls to the higheſt Emi- 
nence of dilated Charity, by ſinking deeply 


- 


the Roots of true Humility, _ ** O ſacred, 


t yenerable Humility, ſays St. Auguſtin, 


te Thou, Thou was't the Power, which 
te ' drew dovyn the Son of Gor to the Womb 
*© of the Holy Virgin Mary; which cover'd 
* Him with ignoble Rags, to cloath us with 
* the Robes of Virtue; and circumciſed 
* Him in the Fleſh, that we might be cir- 
* cumciſed in Mind, by Self-denzal. Thou, 
© thou didſt Scourge Him in Body, that 
© we might eſcape the Scourge of Sin: 
Thou didſt crown Him with Thorns, that 
* we, humbled in Imitation of him, might 
ee be crown'd by him with eternal Roſes: 
* Thou, thou didſt induce that Sovereign 
„ Phyſician, who heals and reſtores all 
Things by his only Word, to take upon 
* him our Infirmities, that he might heal 
eus diſtemper'd Mortals, by the Love of 
his Croſs. 5 * £ 
And This, Chriſtians, This is that ſolid _ 
Doctrin, which your Holy Mother, the 
Church, ſo frequently preaches and incul- 
cates to You ; worthily therefore compared 
to the little Grain of Muſtard-Seed, which, 
once it has taken Root, becomes a ſpacious 
Vor. I, Cc c Tree. 


* 
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Tree. From ſuch humble Doctrins has the 
Church gain'd, from time to time, that 
Solidity of Greatneſs, which now enables 
it to ſpread itſelf through the different 
Regions of the Whole Univerſe. This, this 
is the ſame bleſſed Phynomenon prefigured 
in the Viſion of Mordechai, under the Simi- 
litude of a little Spring which afterwards 
encreaſed to an exceeding greater River, 
and then became an immenſe Flood of irre- 
ſiſtible Light, and a new Sun in the Hea- 
vens. Weak and Shallow as theſe ſacred 
Doctrins appear'd, in their firſt Source, 
yet have they ſwoln, as they ran on, and, 
like an irreſiſtible Torrent, borne-down 
before them all the Maxims of the World 
and the Fleſh, and are become the avow'd 
Light of Truth to the whole World, This 
again 1s that little Pebble, which, rolling 
from the Rock Chriſt Jeſus, has broken in 
Pieces the enormous Statue of the infernal 
Nebuchadnezar : And this it is, the loud 
Report of whoſe rapid Progreſs has ſpread 
itſelf from Country to Country, till the Eccho 
of it rebounded from Pole to Pole. Their 
Sound, ſays the Pſalmiſt, * has gone forth 
. Into. all the Earth and unto the Ends of 
the Globe of the World, the Words of them. 
Which St. Paul, in the Tenth to the Romans, 
applies to the ſacred Doctrins of the Apo- 
ſtles, in the very infancy of the Church; 
Well then may we apply them in our 
880 MY Days; 
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Days ; when that ſacred Church, which is fo 
juſtly compared, in it's Beginning, to the little 
Stone, we read of in Daniel, hewn out of the 
Mountain without Hands, is now grown to be 
a great and immoveable Mountain itſelf, and 
filleth the whole Earth. And to what is it's 
Solidity and Encreaſe owing, but to the hum- 
ble mortified lowly Principles it ſprung from? 
For however diminutive it be in it's Origin, 
_ «< Humility, /ays St. Anſelm, is a huge 
& Mountain in the Summit of which, a 
Flood of Light diſcovers a fair Tribe 
& of comely Perſonages, that is, the ſu- 
_ « blimeſt Virtues.” In ſhort let us conſider 
the Church in what Light we will, let 
us compare her Doctrins with whatever 
bears an Analogy with them; we ſhall ſtill 
find, that her preſent Extenſiveneſs and 
Solidity is owing to the humble Seed which 
She ſprung from originally. . 8 
To return then to the divine Compariſon 
we ſet- out with, One diminutive Seed, and 
That the Leaft indeed of all Seeds, produces 
the Trunk of the Muſtard-Plant, every 
Branch produces Thouſands more, till It be- 
comes a Tree fit for all the Fowls of the Air 
to take Shelter under. So from the humble 
Seed of Chriſt's Croſs, and the Humility 
and Mortification accompanying it, ſprung _ 
the Sacred Trunk of his Church, his bleſſed 
- Apoſtles. The Death of EvEry-One of Theſe 
has ſown Thouſands of Chriſtians. One 
| 2 Sermon 
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| Sermon of St. Peter brought forth five | 
thouſand at once, beſides the Many thou- 
ſands, who were afterwards ingrafted by 
his and the other Apoſtles Means, And 
not to mention the untold Number of 
Souls, which the Blood of each Single Mar- 
tyr and the Sanctity of each Holy Biſhop, 
Confeſſor, Virgin and other Saint have 
yielded to Chriſt, how Many Millions have 
ſince been, and daily are, converted to the 
Chriſtian Faith, by Means of Evangelical 
Preachers and Teachers How many Con- 
verſions are daily wrought, by an Inſpira- 
tion, a devout Lecture; a Sermon, a ſincere 
Confeflion, a well-wrought Communion | 
All the blefled Product of that ſacred 
Doctrin which the Catholic Church teaches, 
and has been enrich d with from the hum- 
ble but fertil Seed of Chriſt's Croſs. And 
how many fruitful Seeds of Virtue ſhoot 
forth daily. from this flouriſhing Plant! 
Wau Sanctity 3 in every little Act of Humi- 
ity; in every little Condeſcenſion to the 
Was of a Neighbour; in a Viſit paid 
to the Sick, Impriſon'd or Diſtreſt, "he 
Chriſt's Sake ; in ſhort, in the variety of 
Holy Practices which the Doctrin of Chriſt's 


Church inculcates : Practices the more rich 
and pregpant with ſpiritual Fruits as they 
lie oftentimes conceal'd from the Obſerva- 


tion of the Werld and frequently from 
Our OWN, 


Wiſely | 


after the EPIPHAN V. 
Wiſely then does our Divine Lord com- 
pare. the Militant Part of the Kingdom of 
Heaven to the Grain of Muſtard- Seed, which 
indeed is the Leaſt of all Seeds: But when 
is grown, it is greater than all Herbs 
and is made a Tree, The Juſtneſs of this 
Compariſon however will appear ſtill more 
evidently ; if we proceed to conſider the 
Sacred Security which They enjoy who 
ſeek Shelter under the extenſive Coyer of 
the Church's infallible Faith. 


Mi. The: Orain aß Muſtard-Seed: than, | 
tho It be the Leaſt inderd of all Seeds at firſt, 
yet, when, it is grown, it is greater than all 
Herbs. and is made. 4 Tree, and ſuch 
a Tree that the Fowls of the Air come and 
duell in the Branches of it. So the Holy 
Catholic Church, ſmall and feeble as it 
might appear in it's Seed, has ſince been 


able, ſpeaking in a figurative Stile, to attract 
to it all the Fowls of the Air, that is, to 


explain the Figure, all the Rational Part of | 
Mankind, the greateſt Hearts, the ſublimeſt 

Undrſtandings, the moſt noble and Puiſlant 
Princes of the Earth. In ſhort all Intelli- 
gent Creatures, Thoſe excepted whoſe reptil 
Paſſions ſuffer them not to ſoar above the 
Myre of Vice and Folly they are plunged 
in, have gloried in ranging themſelves under 
the ſafe and . wide- extended Covert of Ca- 

* Faith. There, there it is, that they 


have 


2 6 
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have found, and there it is that All may 


find, the perfect Repoſe of Conſcience, 
which every where elſe 1 is to this Day ſought 


in vain. 
Among this intellectual kind of Fowls 
we may reckon, Fir/?, thoſe pious Princes, 
who have made no other uſe of their ele- 
vated Stations than to give Glory to Gop, 
in his Church. Such are the Three Eaſtern 
Kings, a St. Margarit of Scotland, a St. Ed- 
mond and St. Eduard of England : Secondly, 
thoſe learned and Holy Divines, Fathers 
and Prelates, who made the Laws of Goo 
and his Church the Subject of their Study 


and practical Converſation with Men, and 
knew no other Wiſdom than that of the 


Goſpel and Faith of Chriſt: Such as a St. Fe- 


rom, the two Holy Auguſtins, a St. Thomas 


of Canterbury, and many Others. And Third- 
, thoſe illuſtrious Saints of both Sexes, who, 
after the Example of the humble Lark 
building her Neſt on the Ground, have 
made Humility Self- depreſſion and the 


Croſs of Chriſt their Means of ſoaring to 


„ higheſt Perfection of Faith and Good- 


Works, And All Theſe have attain'd to 


the Glory they are now in Poſſeſſion of, by 


dwelling in the Branches of this ſacred all- 


protecting Tree of Wiſdom, the Catholic 
.Church. 


To explain this Allegory yet farther, let 


me juſt obſerve to You, Beloved, that there 


are 


after the EPIPHANY.) 
are three ſorts of Perſons in the World; 


Who may, yet do not, All, reap the Bene- 
fit of her ſacred Shelter. The Fir, in 


their Affections, are, if T may be allow 4 


to ſay it, a kind of amphibious Creature, 
as it was between the Bird and the Inſect. 
Such are they who, endow'd by the Al- 
mighty with Souls capable of ſoaring, like 
Eagels, to the higheſt Heavens, yet with 
the Serpent feed upon Dirt : confining all 
their Thoughts to the Earth, and all their 
Sollicitude to the eſtabliſhing themſelves in 
it by Riches, Poſſeſſions and worldly Means. 
The Second, are · alike amphibious, but 
ſcein | to divide: Nature between the Fowl 
and the Fiſh. Such are they who Swim or 
rather wallow and immerge themſelves i in 
Voluptuous inordinate Pleaſures; giving 
themſelves wholly up to Luxury, idle Com- 
pany, Gaming, Drinking or other infamous 


Amuſements: A wide and horrible Ocean 


over-run with Monſters of Prey, for- 
ever agitated with Tempeſts, and for- 
ever ſubje& to eminent Dangers ;\ in which, 
if they perſiſt, they muſt inevitably be Joſt 
and fall the wretched Dupes of the all-de- 


vouring Leviathan of Hell. But there are 


a Third Sort who may properly be call'd 
the Birds of Heaven itſelf. Theſe are 
They, who, tho' their Habitation be on 


Earth, till wiſely keep their Minds and 
Hears * fix'd on the Glory they 


Were 
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were born to aſpire to; and, 3 
themſelves under the Holy Faith of Chrif 
feed upon that ſpiritual Food which is there 
ally rovided for them. This Sacred 

ood is the Holy Sacraments, ſpiritual 
Reading, Sermons, Faſts, Almſdeeds, Tears 
of Compunction, Prayer, Meditation and 
an almoſt infinit Variety of pious Exerciſes, 
ſuited to Every-One's Condition and Exigen- 
ces, plentifully adminiſter d to all the 
Faithful in the Church, and no where elſe 
to be obtain'd. 8 7 5 1 
To make ſome Application now of what 
has been ſaid and come to a Concluſion : 


To what a wretched reptil Condition. 18 


not this unhappy Nation ſunk, ſince it 
has fooliſhly forſaken the Sacred Security it 
enjoy d under theCovert of this Church's infal- 


lible Faith. How much more of the Nature 


of the Inſect, than of the Eagle, is there 
not in the People of this miſerable Apoſtat 
Nation, ſince they have ſought the incle- 


ment Region of Error and Irreligion. Are 


not All either ſerping in the Dirt of falſe 
Lucre, or wallowing in the Waters of 
Contradiction; a Sea of falſe Delights in- 
conſiſtent with the Nature of a rational 


Being: All, 7 fay, if I except You, and a 


Few more, Brethren, who are wife enough 


to cling to Safety, under the Shade of 


infallible Truth?) 


Yet 


J 4 J ; 
s 2.1 | : 
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Vet ah Chriſtians! It depends, 7 fle : 


Meakic re, upon you, great 5 the Rum of 
73 r deat-loved Country is, to reſtore it to 
t's b rg Holy lendor. Even You of 
little Flock to whom I am now preach- 
Th had but the Diſpoſitions of thoſe Five 
1 land to whom St, Peter firſt gave. the 
All your Coutitrymen, in the holy Stock, 
* Sacted Trunk, from whence they are 
miſerably lopt. 'Tis true You are not five 
| Pig in Number: Nor. I a St, Peter. 
| are, all of you, Seeds of the fame 
Sn Plane and Wan only to exert the 
8 and Vivacity of the Faith * 4 
In you to be as fertil as They were. 
= rſelyes then, for a few Minutes, of te 
nfideration of the perſonal Inabilities 
out Preacher and on ly attend to the 
faving Truths utter d to you. Wide as 
any 'of your Paſtors may be of St, Peter i in 


point of Sanctity, They are his Succeflors in 
the Apoſtleſhip and in the Power of preach- 


ing to You ; and therefore if You but reſolye 
to follow the evangelical Advice which they 
give you, and follow it with the ſame 


Ardor as the Five Thouſand did to 
whom the Apoſtle preach'd, the Holy- 
Ghoſt ſhall deſcend on you All; You 
ſhall All become the happy Inftrunients 
of converting Thou ſands, by the Teſti- 
mony. of your Holy Lives: Hd the di- 


Vox. I, Ddd <_ minute. 


\ 


of the Goſpel: Even You mioht te- in- 
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minutive Seeds of Each little Congregation | 


of you ſhall grow-up and become greater 
than all the wild Herbs of Sects in this 


Kingdom, and ſhall at length be made 


One great ſubſtantial Tree of Truth and 
Virtue; ſo that all the Fowls of the Air, 
all the rational Creatures in this Iſland; 
ſhall, in conjunction with the Faithful of 
other Nations, | ſhelter themſelves - under 
the Purity of it's Communion, _ .- 
Come then, Beloved, to "compaſs this 


glorious End, let us join Hands and Hearts, 


After the Model ſhewn us from above, let 
us draw from a Self-deprefſion and Little- 
neſs. in our own. Thoughts, a Greatneſs 


of Glory to Gop, and Edification to our 
Neighbour. Little let us be, by Humi- 


lity in doing Good ; Little, "hg Patience 
in bearing Evils; Little in the Croſs . of 
Chriſt and Contempt of the World; But 
great and ſtrong, as the Muſtard- Seed, let 
us endeavour to grow in Virtue and Sa- 
vorineſs; Great in a lively Faith; Great 
in a well-grounded Hope, aud Great in 


extenſive Charity to Each- other and in an 


unbounded Love of Gop : Great, in a word, 

in Good Example, and ſtrong in the Per- 
fection, of a Chriſtian Life. O Grant it 
Thou, dear Saviour, by thy Croſs and Paſ- 
ſion: Keep us in Safety from the inclement 
Air of Error, Infidelity and Sin, under the 


Shelter of the e fruitful Tree of 


Wiſdom, | 


nn 
= > © \.\ 


{ 


© after te EPIPHANY, | 
Wiſdom, thy unerring Church. There 
feed us with the heavenly Nourriture thou 
has't provided for us: Confirm us with th 
efficacious Grace: And ſo refreſh us with the 

ſweet Repoſe of Conſcience, which there 
and only there is to be found; that we may 
take a ſure and uninterrupted, Flight from 

this our mortal Pilgrimage, to the immor- 
tal Kingdom thou dos t invite us to. Which 
I beſeech Gap, Cc. In the Name, &c. 
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Go Te into my V. ineyard and What fhall 
be juſt, I will give you... For Many 
are call'd but Few choſen. 


EZ ANY calld; and why but that 
They may be choſen? ; Whence 
comes it then, Beloved, that, 
Jof the Many who are call d, the 

+ Choſen are fo Few? Is not He, 
. who calls, That all-beneficent Gop, who 
wills All Men to be ſaved? Are not They, 
who are call'd, Free-Agents empower'd ta 
make ſure their Election? Are not the Con- 
ditions of Election ineffably gracious, on 
the Almighty Caller's Part; and extremely 
eaſy, on t! Part of 'Thoſe who are call'd? 
G05 had the abſolute Right, 1 he had fo 


pleaſed, 


1 9 * * 7 W p 
4 1 1 * 


CCC ˙²˙ 33s. © 
been ere es bey him,  - 
. ſeveceſt. Puniſhments,. = 
—— being any-ways obliged: to reward: 
us; for our Labour, when ve had done: 
| _ Whereas to encourage us to do willi 4 
"© what he. could have forced us to do, 
gaue us the Power of Choice; and by enter- 
ing into a gracious Covenant with us of 
iünfinit Rewards for a little finite Service, 
which himſelf had no need of, he merci- 
fully put our Election to thoſe e lath into, 
our on Hands. What could: be more 
NN on Almighty 's Part? Now all, 
8 required on our Farts, towards in- 
wenig thoſe. infinit Rewards to qurſelves, is 2} 
that we. love. our. infinit Benefator. aboss 
all other Beings; and give him Proofs. of the: | 
Sincerity. of our Love, e Love we bear: 
to his Creatures for his ſake ; in a word, by. 
fulfilling. his Commandments: And bis 
dments. are not gnie vous, as the; 
Apoſtie bears Witneſs, Nau 0 far ate 1 7. 
they from being, grievous, that the gener 
Obſervance of them is the only ſure Pledge 
we haye, in this mortal State, for our per- 
ral Enjoyment. of Peace, Property, Plen- 
ty. Health, Liberty and: even Ni. Ita 
true indeed, that the perverſe Propenſity 
of our Nature to Evil has neverhelets 
raiſed- ideal Difficulties in the Praftice of 
theſe Commandments: But then, that thoſo 
3 might be no Obſtruction to our 
3 
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| 59s @On'Septuageſima Sunpay!' - 
Compliance with the Divine Will, our 
gracious Maſter has promiſed us Grace 
ſufficient to enable us to ſurmont Them. 
What then can be more eaſy than what 1s 
required on our Parts to make ſure our 
Election to Glory? Go N into my Vine 
yard, ſays the Lord to us All, and what ſhall 
= be juſt I will give you, All therefore are 
= call'd to earn what Wages they will: The 
1 | Wages: of everlaſting Life, or the Wages 
— of eternal Death, If then we earn the 
1 Former; it is the merciful Effect of Gop's 
infinit unmerited Bounty in calling us: 
But if we earn the Latter; it is the mi- 
ſerable Fruit of our own perverſe ' Folly 
in forfeiting the Election he affords us 
the Means to ſecure. , So far then, Chri- 
ſtians, we All know of Predeſtination, that 
All are call'd to eternal Glory; and that 
the Will of Gop is, that All be choſen to it as 
| wellascalld. But ah! Who, butGop, knows 
* which of us ſhall gain or loſe our Election? O 
the dreadful Suſpence on which depends a 
whole Eternity of ineffable Bliſs or unutterable 
Woe: The irremiſſible Enjoyment of Gop! 
or the irrevocable Loſs of him! O Dear-loved 
Souls! Souls created by Gop and for Gop! 
How then ſhall we forbear to tremble, Every- 
One, for our Safety, poor Creatures as we 
are at preſent, held in Suſpence amidſt 
ſuch 'Happineſs and Miſery; with every 
Reaſon to claim 'a Right to_ Heaven, k 4 
8-79 09-2 +39 $£$4S WP, | WI 
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| with 1 to juſtify phi "IHE of 
Hell; with every reaſonable Hope of en- 
joying Gop, but with every! — of 
loſing him forever ? But: Deareſt Fellow- 
Exiles! The tender Love I bear yon will 
not ſuffer me to leave you thus agonizing 
on the Rack of fo gnawing a Suſpence. Too 
much does my fond Regard. for. vou 
make your Miſery my own, not to urge 
me, this Day, 10 conſole you and remove 
Tour anxious Doubts, with Tidings of Joy. 
rage then, Beloved Brethren, Courage. 
Heaven is your own, if you will have it. 
Ixsus, this Day, opens the Gates of. it to 
you and invites you in. G0 N into 
J. ineyard, . and what. ſhall be jaſt. I will give 5 
you. He offers you the Wages of. eternal 
Life for a little temporal I Labour; and is 
ready. to take the Labouring-Oar off, your =, 
Se. by co-operating | with, you. He 4 
has ſuffer d Pain and Death on an 1775 „ 
minious Croſs, that Vou may enjoy Life = 
and Bliſs on a Throne of Cap = 
more then ſhould the Lord have done to 54-4 
Vine and has not done it? * Or what more Vt 
joyful Tidings can J bring for your Comfort? . J 
Yet what grounds have I even far” giving 
you this Conſolation ; if, vow'd Enemies to 
yourſelves, you will rebelliouſly tl watt the 
gracious: Deſigns - your Bounteous Gop has | 
upon yon? There is no room to fear the A 
Almighty's Deſires: Your own are Jallithe © = 
* | Matter 5 
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On Zeptuageſima gema 8 UND an 
Matter of my Dread. Settle bit à firm 
Cotreſpondence with him; and J pronoun 
you ſabed. Let Scholaſtics then ſpare ente 
forth their Lungs for ſome more 2 
: Let them defiſt from their 
is Explanatiotis, andeven ſhiut· up th VG 
es ſo little underſtood, ſo very unintd- 
bie Awiy; Away with thoſe big, not yet 
unriddled, Words: : Predeftination, Poet: 
_ Previfion, Predefinition and what 
And Tet the plain intelligible Words 
of Chi take place. Let us hot pay much 
ſervil Homage to Terms, we ire Strat 
to the Meaning of, as to over-look” the 
Truths we comprehend. Two Words of 
sus have ſet me more right, than all the 
/olumes of the Scholaſtics can do! Go Ye in. 
to my y Vineyard ; and what ſhall be 4. 7 will 
give. © Nils Whenee I gather, | that the whole 
Argument of Pedeſtination amounts to No- 
thing more than This. None are loft who 
are not zvilling to be loſt : It being a Wakter 
of Eternal Truth, that 


3 Aﬀing well is the infallible dr 
| of aſcertaining our Predeſtination to 
. eternal Happineſs: And _. | 
i Afing ill, or not Acting well, is the ſure 

Cauſe of Damnation to eternal Miſery. 


4 0 Gop of Love, who did'ſt create us 
* All to live, and wilt not that Any of 
« thy Creatures — 2 | 


us 
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0 5 eus \Ryſible how much thou hast \ left our 


Miſery or Happineſs ta our own Election. 
* And fince thy Mercy, a make us doubly 
*, bleſſed, Haziliderally pu t it in our Power. 
„ to make our 3 Bliſs to which 
thou did'ſt and do'ſt {till call us, by 
placing Life and Death before us in their 
40 genuin Colours; O graciouſly infuſe into 
t gur Souls thy ſaving Wiſdom and ſweet- 
* ly lead us to the apy . TO 
125 win vo forco ws 077 73-5) 
Is bun! $4; 2088 is | 
Lrhe great and tacighty Affair of * 
Kalyation, Revered Audience, depends not 
alone upon 


It is a known, and univerſally: confeſt Truth 
that Gon ſaves aniy the Willing. Bat that 
it is his abſolute Will, that All ſhould be 
ſaved, appears ſtrongly from the Words of 
my Text; in which he invites All to work in 
His Vineyard and promiſes to All a Recom- 
pence proportion d to their Labours. Go 17 
into my Vineyard and what ſhall be juſt I ait 
give you. It appears from the Inward 
Calls of Lights, Inſpirations, Checks, and 
other Graces with which be enligbrens All 


one Will. Ie muſt be the joint 
Effect of Two: Gop's Will and our own. 


8 
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Men coming into this World, as St. Fahn * Chap. i. 


witneſſes. And it appears in the external 
Voice of Sermons, Lectures, Converſe, Ex- 
ample, Miracles and other like Means, by 
1 The God of Oops our 

Vor. I. E. e e "ws 
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call'd the. Eartb. And what Earth, 
« What Earth? Africa perhaps, or Afia ? 
* ſays St, Auguſtin,” Was Europe the only 
Earth he call, or France alone, or onl 

England, or barely ſome ſingle Province £ 
No, no: Gop is no partial Niggard, no 
haug hty Exceptor of Perſons For He (ſays 
20 this — Father) He who hath 
call the Earth, from the Ri ing of the 
© Sun even to the Going down has left 
“ no Parts of it uncall'd.” And wh 

think ye, has he call'd All, but cats 
as the Apoſtle ſays, he wills all Men to be 


* Tim. ſaved? 4 And for all Men to be ſaved, there 


needs no more to be added, to: this ſavin 
Will of Gop, than that Every Man 
do will himſelf to be ſav e. 

Ah! Why then do we preſume hehe 
fault with the Divine Conduct? Why. mur- 
mur and think it hard, that the Innocence 
of all Human Nature ſhould have been 


depofited in Truſt with the Firſt of Men, 


and the Wills of a whole Free and Rational 
World lodged: in That of one Weak and 


inconſtant Creature? To what purpoſe, 7 


Jay, do we repine at an irremediable Evil 


paſt, which, without ſubtilizing b e it, 
we have it in our power to repair. Enough 
is it for our Conſolation, that All the Miſ- 
chiefs devolved to us from our Grandſire 
Adam can do us no 3 unleſs we 


8 will; 


turen made refractory 
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will; now, that our Divine Mediator has 


put-on the Appearance of a Sinner, by 
taking upon him the Similitude of the Flejh 


of Sin. There is now. ingrafted in Human Row. 


Nature a Seminal Grace, as St. Auguſtin ii 
calls' it; which ſpreading itſelf , from 
out ig of his ſacred: Wounds, whence It 
flows: vigorouſſy oppoſes that: Corruption 
which was ſown BA Adam and convey d to 


Poſterity. Now as Sin is originally im 


anted in All, by the Ola Adam's 80 sg 


b it in .the Nature: of All; ſo is the Sin-de- 


g Seed of Divine * offet'd to all, 


by Ixsus Chriſt, the Næt Adam, who died 
10 merit it for All! * As the carnal Seed, 
8 Auguſtin, was vitiated by Alem, 55 


| ſpiritual Seed of Grace, urge 
through par: CuR1ST.” Thus then, 

O chapheſs Man p itrus let it be, that thy Na- 
by the Contumacy of 
thy Firſt Parent, agitates thee? with innu- 
merũble rebellſious Emotions. Still is it 
| as true that, re-invigorated by 
the Obedience of ia Second much bette 
Parent, thou att. aſſiſted to conquer Thoſe 
with / full as many Emotions to Good. I 
aun / O Mortals that, without any actual | 
Guilt af yours, :you have been infected by 
the Venom of that bitter bitter Morſel of 
Diſobedience. But then You too muſt 
oven, that you cannot, without your o-.]n 
Galt, miſs of being cleanſed from all In- 

Gin Ee e fection 


j 
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fection by the Blood of Him who, for us 
All, was — obedient to Death even the 


Thb. Death of. the Croſs * lt was not in your 


Þ. | 


and Vou in him, Vou were not free 


But then he rules not t 


The Latter He controuls, But the Farmer 


Souls ith? He ſnatches not our Conſent'with 


r not drag * Ing: * of our Wil, 


© Power, Joys os fame Holy Father, not 
to be born of Adam. But 3 
“% Power, by believing in. Chriſt to bei bonn 

6 of him.“ That is, in ſhort, Adam fr 


feel or not to feel the Effects n 


nal Fall. But, Chriſt now riſen and Human 


Nature being reſtored by his Riſe, yomate 
now free to reap or not reap the Froits of 
his Redemption, wrought for All, and offer' 


0 All. All of yon therefore have now:you 


Salvation in your own Hands. 6! 


Man indeed wich all mis Liberty. eam d 


nothing without Gopl nd Gon-wilbi ds 
nothing without Man. Certain it-isindeett 
that the Almighty: is de ſpotic Sovereign ce 


the whole Univerſe, and ' reigns | Supreme 


over Free as well as aregſſary Agena But 
Actions ofciFrees 
Agents with the ſame kind of Dominion as 
þe does the Effects of | Neceſſatry Queen. 


he ſweetly guides directs and governd with - 
out Preju — to their Freedom. What 
Com ny does he not always treatiour 


tyrannic Violence; but ſweetly couits it 
with the Endearments: of a; Parent. He 


2 | into 
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into his Service; but invites us to do 


what he is willing we ſhould do, and — = 


us with the moſt encouraging Promiſes. 


Co ye into my Vineyard and what ſhall be juft 
Tavill give you. If in his eternal Decrees he 


acts without conſulting us; he ſtill con- 2 


ſtantly acts without Injury to us: Previouſly: 
to his infinit Preſcience, his infinit Mercy 
aoills ur All to be ſaved, And pronounces 
not Sentence of Life or Death but in Sight 
of our Choice of the Former or the Latter, 
So chat every Creature poſſeſt of Reaſon and 


Niee-Will, is at liberty to be freely ſaved, . 


= at libefty to be freely damn d. Far from 

us then: with Horror, be bahiſh'd the 
Satunib Predeſtination of Pelagiui, which 
iimpiouſty robs. the World of Grace! Far 


fm 08, the Infernal Predeſtination of 


The High, robs Mankind of Freedom! 


| — 


, too -ſacrilegiouſly courteous to 
Naturo, days — Avenue to 
Pd 5 titude, and inſoleijt 2 
ring Serond; too baſely Big 
— 2 what % it tend to paß IM 
eb Libettinuge, and wild" Deſpair ? 
Far, my Go, fat from us as Hell; for- 
ever bb che Thought of ſeparating heavenly 


_ from Haan Liberty, 


iberty from thy aſſiſting Grace! What 


would thy Graces de without INE Freedom 


but abſolute. a What, without 


e 3 


r human 


„ 
4 . 
2 K 
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but mere cEicentiouſneſs:? In ſhort; : Chri. 
ſtians, if we, part Either from the Other; 
what leſs de we attempt to do, than to take 
away all Predeſtination from Gob, all Pro- 
vidence fom the World, Gon himſelf from 
Human Nature, and Human Nature: from 
Man? “ Take away: Free-will, ay 
«. St. Bernard, and there is nothing to be 
4 ſaved: Take away Grace and there will 
| ©. not de Where-with to, ſave.” Ahlet:us 
then ſubſcribe to What tie Holy St. Cele- 
Hine ſo divinely ſays.: Let us own that 
Such, is the inctiable Goodneſs! of the 
% Divine Majeſty to Mankind as abſolutely 
< to; Wil, d that his ohn: divine: Gifts 
1 « ſhould become alſo our: human Merits. 
That! i i, 17 ſhort; thoſcowery Actions with 
which; weifatn-Heayen,;\(if ever we areicfo 
happy 28 Fang it) are both the Gifis 
ur own Merits. Ard bew 
LL TY when hey: never 
, Would hae been withgut gon Ee NI. 
Co. Ayse, St. Fav huh thaGrace of Cn with 
MPa)" 1 Anfl ohpw. mould they 


Gt 
o ngevhen we - co-operate. and nn,, 


=M Wo: Honſent ond: Endeavoy W and 

they Duld not bag Fong as 

St. Aug 2 heautifolly.remprks;:c*\ GD is 
call . Ne-Onecan behelp:d, 

880 whadogs nat, bimſelßqvillingly and jointly 

cact.7 Wo then em deny thoſe: Actions 

i ade ben Go n Donor a 
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Who can doubt of their being Man's; When 

Man poſſeſſes them by Gift from Gop? 

Nothing can be Gon's in a ſtticter Senſe 

than thoſe Actions, which, without Gos 

ſpecial Aſſiſtance, could not exiſt: Ad 

nothing can be more ours than Actions : 

which never would have been without aur 

Co-operation. To conclude with the: ſame 

ſacred Writer. The Good we do is both 

«© Gop's and our own. It is his, inaſmuch 

as. he diſpoſes our Will to da it: It is 

“ ours, inaſmuch as GoD would not ena» 

s ble us to do it without our Fre Con. 

46 ſent. 10,15 fot COT: 139 
HFence is it, Dear · loved Chriſtians, that; | 

as we call-in, to our Aſſiſtance, the Divine 

Grace, in quality of Fit Cauſe of dut 

Salvation; ſo does the Almighty call-in, for 

a joint Operator, our Free- will as a: Serond 

Cauſe of it. Convert us, O Gon gun Savi- 

our, * is our frequent Prayer. Turn Ye to * Pala 

me then with all your Hearts; +: is the con- 12 - 

ſtant Reply of Gop. A Pliableneſs: r . 

Heart to the Divine Will muſt be a Gift 

from Gop, and he has a that Gift 

to All, who will accept it. Tull give ye, | 

ſays he, A Heart of "Fleſh. x: But then he t Fre 

gives it, on Condition that we ſhall co-ope- xv. - 

rate with him towards mollifying the Flint 

in dur Breaſts and molding it again into 

Fleſh. Male to your elves 4 New. Heart, 

0. Like Darid, we All hanker af. Biz 


ter xvi. 


* 
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ter Rewards from Gop, and vhen we do 
8 to ſerve him} we may, Everyone, 
ſiay with the PsATLNMIST, I have inclintd my 
Heart to do thy Fuſtires for Retribution. * 
And we cannot be more defirous of Favours 
than Gow: is to grant them to us. But then 
he expects we ſhould labour for them in his 
Vineyard; He expects that the Bleſſiugs 
We covet to receive, and He to give, we 
ſhould loy our Hands to earn, and 
ſtretch forth our Arms to lay hold on. Go 
ye into my V7 Vineyard andwhat ſhall be jut Twill 
give yon. To conclude then; That we are 
 call'd and invited is the ſole Work of our 
Gracious Gop : That we anſwer his Call is 
the joint Work of Gop and Ourſelves. . 
This is the common Sentiment of the Fa- 
thers of the Church. And this will help to 
explain that Sentence of the Apoſtle ſo ge- 
nerally quoted and ſo little underſtood: 


. God wills all men to be ſcrved. In which 


Innocence or penitential 


Words, it is very obſervable, that the Apo- 
ſtle ſays not, Gop wills to ſave all — oy 
but He will all Men to be ſaved, For the 
Grace of Gop abſolutely: requires our Co- 
action. Our Sweats muſt be mingled with 
bis precious Blood; and he expres, that dhe 


of our 


Lives ſhould . — efficacious the Merits of 
his Death. In ſhort, ſays St. Ambroſe, ** Gop 
wills All Men to be ſaved ;' but That 7s, 
rp 8b * os e ee For he wills 

95 | << not 
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de. g6t that the Unwilling ſhould be ſaved; 
<« but he wills All to be ſaved, if They 


e alſo. are willing.“ In ſhort, Gov. will 
not convert his Beatitude into Bondage, his 
Rewards into Puniſhments, by forcing them 
upon us: And therefore makes them- the 


unn of our own Chaice. +. 
Well Father, cries Some One, PII 200 


* 8 to diſpute with you. Let it even 
be as you ſay. I cannot be loſt, without 
e loſing myſelf. Gop affords me Grace; 


758 it is my Buſineſs to correſpond to that 


te Grace. Still muſt You allow, that Gon 
«, does not detnean himſelf alike to All. 


« Still muſt you grant; that he ſuccoursSome 
« more vigorouſly, and Others lefs. Well 
% then may Some be fervent, Others lan- 


5 guid; Some virtuous, Others faulty; 5 
Some ſaved and Others loſt,” But of 


what. Stamp muſt the Mortal be, who rea- 
ſons thus of Gon? Can it be other than 
Some | hood-wink'd Heretic nurſed-up in 
Vice and Error? Or Some wild Trdian 


wrapt- up in Ignorance and Infidelity ? Vet, 


O my equitable Gop, yet has't Thou Truths 
wherewith to filence even Theſe: Nor 
needs there more to ſtop their Mouths than 
what thou hast long ſince taught us by 
Tertullians Mouth: Not One, no not 
% One Soul, among All, is without Guilt, if 
i< loſt; becauſe not One was without the 


. Seed of Good in it.” But how Chriſtians, 


I. 1 Catholic 


z* 9 
#4 * 4 "——_ k 
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hend. O Catholics} With whom has Gon 


Tenderneſs into Veſſels: of Honour, ſhould 


| thoſe Means: The Divine Grace _ 


we ate totally deaf to it. In a word, what 


Catholic Chriſtians, di d by Thes 


wich ſuch Exceſs of Mercy, e by 
thy heavenly Hand: with fo much favourit 


/ 


eſume to. accuſe Thee of being Frugal 
by Graces, is what I cannot e 


dealt more liberally than with yon? All of 
you are invited into his Vineyard to earn the 
Rewards he has prepared for you: But if, 
One prefers the fruitleſs Toils of Vice; Ano- 
ther the laborious Inactiveneſs of Indolence; ; 
and All, ſupinely careleſs, neglect the gra- 
cious Invitation ; is it the Faalrof Grace, 
or not rather your own? Ahl Be then 
aſſured of this profound irrefragable Truth? 
Every Human Soul is provided with ſuffi- 
cient: Means to reach the eternal bliſsful 


End for which It was created; and the 


fole Reaſon, why fo Few are happy enough 


to attain to the Glory which courts them, 


is, that They are not faithful in the Uſe of 


prevents us would be efficacious in All; if 

All would exert themſelves to render it 
efficacious. It excites All alike : But not 
All exert themfelves alike in the Uſe of it. 
And therefore is it, that Grace is not always 
fo efſicacious as it would be, becauſe we do 
not correſpond to it as we ſhould : Nay, 7 
ſometimes it is totally ineffectual, becauſe 


St. 
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St. Alm ſays, is undeniably true: No 
Man is loſt; becauſe the Graces with which 
| Gon prevents him are too weak; but be- 
cauſe all Second Graces being juſtly pro- 
portian'd to a Man's Co- operation with the 
Finſt which were given him, thoſc Graces 
nover 'vigoroutbyatirit (nor can it be ex 
they hould ) any One who gives them 
too cool a — The Reaſon ſays 


ne Saint, why à Man wants Grace, is 


—— does ere but that 
Ci ts to:accept N. 7 
For de Tad of all this, Beloyed, let 
us vecur to Mattat of Fact. The Prodigal 
Son in St. Lale, at one the Dape and Out- 
caftriof Vice and Debauchery, after his long 
Jabocious : expenſive Druggery in their Ser- 

vier, when able no longer to feed their Ex- 
— —— was ſhamefulty expell'd frem 
their Attendance, and glad to take up with 
the diſgraceful: Attendance on a Herd of 
Swine : A Treatment not uncommon far 
the World to reward it's Followers with. 
The Companions of his Diſgrace were mea- 
gre. Hunger, general Penury unprafitable 
Want, with all che Offspring of rchaſed . 
Poverty; and the only Sauce to the 
Nefuſe of Swine, which ſerved bim for 
Nourtiture, was Shame, Sorrow and fruit. 
leſs Remorſe. In this State of miſetable 
Mendicity did Grace take it's Time to'rouze 

him from his lethargic Supineneſs; and, 
pres 127 F f 72 2 darting 
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= darting through his Soul a Ray of divine 
Light, ſhew'd him in one Point of View 
i the Horrors of the wncleanly Sty he 
was humbled to, with all the Luſtre of the 
Paternal Palace he had wantonly exchanged 
for it. Then, then it was, that a ſalutary 
Reflection, the Firſt-born Emotion of pre- 
venting Mercy, ſpoke to his afflicted 8oul: Ql 
| How Many of my Father's Hirelings abound 
ost. Luke quit Bas: and I here periſh with Hanger * 
3 Thus far was wholly the preventing Work 
| of Grace. Here let us 2 a Minute, 
for Imprbvement's ſake, and fancy to our- 
ſelves, that this prodigal+ Youth, dejected 
with the Miſery of his Situation and the 
Baſeneſs by which he had reduced — 
to it, inſtead of improving this meteiſub p 
vention of Heaven with the laudable. ol | 

1 48s ix. 222 Iuill riſe and go to my Father, 
on the contrary: deſperately: rejected 
- very Thought, as raſh and likely: to 
prove unſucceſsful. Ah! Had he adted 
thus; would he ever have ſeen his Father? 
Would he ever have found Means io be 
reconciled. to him? Would be ever! have 
felt the ſweet Effects of the Revival of Pa- 
ternal Tenderneſs in him? No: In all- pro- 
bability, Never. Of what Uſe then would 
the preventing Grace of Gop, in ſuch a 
Suppoſition, have proved to him but to 
aggravate his Sin with the Guilt of Obduracy 
and to redouble his Miſery with additional 


Vengeance? 


7 
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| Vengeance? That he was call'd then to a 
Reconciliation with his loving injured Pa- 
rent, was the ſole Work of fore-ſtalling 
Mercy. That the Means of his Reconci- 
liation were offer'd to his Acceptance, were 
put into his own Hands, was the Gratis- 
Gift of preventing Grace. But that he 
2 

deſireable Reconciliation, was . int Work 
of Gop and Himfelf, was the Effect 

of God's Grace and his own Mais oft 


Means, that he did obtain that 


- Breathing farth Menaces and 8 langbrer; # "hk. - 


Saur was ou” it ng forward to Damaſcus, 
with no leſs a Deſign than · to drag, thence 
to Feruſulem, all the Chriſtians he ſhould 
meett with; that he mi ght glut his falſe 
| Zeal with their Blood. | His Body not more 
-with the Velocity: of his Steed than 
his: Mind with the Fury of His , miſplaced 
Wrath, he was congerting Meaſures; .on his 


Journey; to extirpate the very Memory of 


the growing Goſpel, by laying the Ax to the 
— this . Diſpoſition did the 


all-bebolding Eye of the Merciful -Jesvs 
behold-him fror the Throne of his Glory; 
and, commanding the Clouds at his Divine 
Feet to deſcend and intercept the preſump- 
tuous Rider s Progrefs, himſelf ſtep'd forth 
arm'd with his :Lightening around him, 
and lay d the Horſe and the Rider ſpraul- 
ing on the Ground: Thus verifying what 


his Servant Facob prophecied :* F Ee Das + ci 
. nee P29 4 Mix 


— 
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g Sneke' in he Way, a Serpent in tue Nuth, 
biting the Hoofs of the Horſe, that his Rider 
may fall backward. Thus much did the 
7.5 Power of Grace do towards the Con- 


verſion of Saul. It call'd him: It rouzed 


hirn to a Senſe of Himſelf: It knocked at 


bis Breaſt for Entrance. It was Paus Buſi- 


* {25 ix. 


neſs then to give Admittance to the Divine 


Grace; to open the Eyes of his Soul to the 
Divine: Splendor which courted him; and 
to the gracious inviting Expoſtulation of 


IJsus Saul, Soul! wo perſecuteft Thou 


me? *) the Leaſt he could, in Gratitude, do, 
was to ask, as he did, h ar't Thou; Lord? 
And it was this prompt Compliance with 
the preventing Grace of Gp, which; ne. 


rited him the Second forwarding Laght con. 


vey'd to his Soul in that graizious Anſwer 
of Chriſt, I am Fefeis whom! Thou dar 


+ Bid. Secute. Þ But let us ſuppoſe to — 


have obtain d that Second Grace, Which, 
1 : * ſubmiſſive 0 bat uiii 


ter: Would he, think 


the contraty, that, inſtead of anfwering;tle 
Dwine- Voice, he had taken his Fall. — | 
Effect of ſome natural Accident iandothe - 
heavenly Sound for the Effect of a frightid 
diſturb'd Imagination; and tharefate mur- 

mur'd at the Former, and deſpiſod the Lat- 
vou, in ſuch Caſe, 
have come to the Knowledge of his raſh 
miſtaken: Zeal? No, nd: He would never 


new-roldige his Heartj drew from him, 


Theu 
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| Dos have me do? * — nenindian * 54. 


been transform'd _ the perſecating Saus, 
to Paul the A He would never, in 
a word, have Lesch what he thenceforth 
| * 4 Veſſel of Ekdfon to Fou Grit to 
curry his Name before the Nations and 
Kings, and the Children of Ife. That Ho 
was call'd to this great Honour then was a 
liberal Effect of the unmerited Grace which 
evented him. But that he improved that 
Emes to the End, for which it was _= 
to him, was the joint Effect of the 
. Mercy and his On Co-operation, - To a 
eonelade, had the Prodigel Youth -aboves 
mention'd rejected” the preventing Grace 
_ firſt offer d to him; Had St. Pau turn d a 
deaf Ear to the converting! Voice of Jeſus; 
The Former would probably never have 
been reſtored to the tender Embraces of his 
Father, nor the Batter ever have been ad- 
mitted to the Boſom of his Holy Mother 
the Church. For, as the great St. Auguſtin 
beautifully obſerves, © They who are rouzed 
© bypreventing Grace, are purpoſely.rouzed; 
that they may act, not that they may 
© remain inactive. In fact the Men in our 
Goſpel were not calf d to Inaction: That 
was the Fault our Redeemer blamed them 
for: Why d you fland here all the Day i ale t 
were invited into the Vineyard of the 
G Te ne my Vineyard. - And why, 
but [that they might throw off their 3 
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leſs Indolence and earn the Premium offer d 
to virtuous Induſtry. Go and what, hall 
be juſt I will give u. 
Thus then, O-Deareſt F cllow-Chriſlians, | 
If we ſhould. not obtain the Bliſs deſigned 
for us, the Fault is wholly ours. Gap offers, 
it to all: Vet not as a mere Gratis-Gift.;. but 
as a Recompence. Tis our Buſineſs then 
to earn it. Enough is it that Gop, without 
any previous Merit in us, vouch ſafes to ſe- 
cure it to us, by his unalterable Promiſe, 
on Condition of our labouring to obtain 
it: Enough, I ſay, to render the Almighty 
blameleſs and to make us the unjuſtifiable 
Cauſes of our own Perdition, if we ſhould 
unhappily be loſt. For tis Plain, the Fault 
could not be in Gop's Refuſal of the Re- 
compences promiſed, but in our Neglect to 
earn Them. And if we will not earn 
them; It is not that Grace is wanting to 
Us: But We are wanting to Grace and to 
Ourſelves, With the very ſame Graces; 
— are granted to Vou, Beloved; and, 
with Leſſer Ones, Many-a-One 
3 become a Saint and a great Saint too, If 
You then are Sinners, in ſpite of thoſe 
Graces; the Fault is all your own, in 
throwing the whole, Work of your Salva- 
tion on/Gop: Whereas, Gop ing upon 
your co-operating with him in that i por 
tant Affair; important, I fox, to 
Alves, but no otherwiſe of Importance 10 
21 9 | Him, 


v ys i» 
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Him, than from the Tenderneſs of his diſ- - 
intereſted Affection for You, Gop promiſed 
to the Children of Vael to deliver them 
from the Grievances they groan'd under in 
theit Egyptian Slavery; yet did he expect 
that They ſhould co-operate with him in the 
Work of their Deliverance, by rouzing them- 
ſelves from their Supineneſs, by gathering to- 
gether, and by marching arm'd and in Poſture 
of Defence to the Red- Sea. He gave them, 
by repeated Promiſes in the Wilderneſs, the 
Land of Candan, a Land flowing with Milk 
and Honey; yet did he expect that they 
ſhould earn it, by praying for it, by fighting 
for it, and by exerting every. lawful In- 
duſtry to conquer and poſſeſs it. Thus too 
does he offer us the eternal Poſſeſſion of the 
Kingdom of Heaven. But then he warns 
us, that, to poſſeſs it, we muſt not throw 
the whole Affair upon him; but muſt put 
Something of our o.] n. Te Kingdem of 
Heaven juffers Violence. * It is by Violence *St.Marh, 
then we muſt; obtain it. We: muſt uſe 
Violence with the :Nev//; We muſt. uſe 
Violence with the World; We muſt uſe 
Violence with Ourſelyes. : We muſt be 
Violent in the Reſiſtance of Vice; Violent 
in the Acquiſition of Chriſtian Virtues; Vi- 
olent in the Love of Gop and the Pur- 
ſuit of his Glory. For The Violent, and 
None but the Violent, ſeize it by Force. 
Reſt naturally preſuppoſes Motion: And 
I. G g g the 
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the Life- to- come was deſign'd for us, by 
our all-provident Maker, a State of evetr- 
laſting Reſt, The preſent Life then muſt 
naturally be a State of inceſſant laborious 
Reſtleſs Motion towards it. Therefore is it, 
that Gop calls us all as ſo many Induſtrious 
Workmen to labour in his Vineyard; that 
We may earn the Everlaſting Reſt and Bliſs 
prepared for us, and may receive it from 
his liberal Hand as a Premium of our well- 
concerted Toils. Ah why then, ' Beloved 
Brethren, why do Wt fand, Many of You, 
all the Day idle; as if You had no Buſineſs 
to do, or no Security of being rewarded 
for your Labours? Can you labour to a 
more ftruitful Neceſſary Purpoſe than your 
Eternal Happineſs? Can you deſire a ſtronger 
Security for obtaining it, if you act well, 
than Gop's unalterable Promiſe ? And This 
you already have. Go he into my Vineyard, 
ſays the Lord, and what tall be juſt I will 


give you. Upon the Whole then, Deareſt 


Chriſtians: Since the Power is thus plainly, 
thus undeniably, put into our own Hands 
to render Grace more or leſs efficacious, by 
the Fervor or Tepidity of our Correſ 
dence; Since Gop is ready to multiply and 
ſtrengthen his Graces in Us, in proportion 
to the Encreaſe of our Gratitude; is it not 
conſequently ſelf-evident, on one hand, 
that Acting well is the certain Means of 
ſecuring our Predeſtination to eternal Hap- 
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pineſs? Who then can harbour a Doubt of 
this irrefragable Truth: That No-One will 
be 1 who is not willing to be loſt? 


II. on the other hand, if through ſhame- 
ful Indolence, we render the Grace of Gop 
inefficacious; or if, through ungrateful Per- 

verſity, we abſolutely obſtruct It's Opera- 
tions; can it be denied that our Not Acting 
well, or our Acting ill, is the ſole Cauſe of 
our Damnation to eternal Miſery? Is it not 
plain, that our Perdition is from Ourſelves? 
For, what Part in it can Gop be charged 
with, Who, willing None to be loſt, calls 


All Men to be ſaved. The Divine Call, by 


which we are invited to Salvation, is of a 
two-fold Nature, admirably figu red in that 
two-fold Pillar in the midſt of which the 
Lord preceded the Mraelites as their Guide 
to the Red- Sea. It is either a Thunder to 
awake us, or a Lightning to chaſtiſe us; an 
Attractive to allure us, or a Scourge to urge 
us forward. All Promiſes or Threats, it is 
a luminous Cloud to Thoſe who follow 
it, to guide them on; but a Pillar of Fire, 
to Such as neglect or turn from it, to ſpurn 
them forward or bring them back. When 
the Children of 1/-ael, paſs'd through the 
Wilderneſs on their Eſcape from the Op- 
preſſions of Pu AR ao, Our Lord went before 
them, by Day, in a Pillar of a Cloud; and, 
by —_— in a Pillar of Fire; that he "might 
. * | 


472 
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be the Guide of their Journey at both times. * 
O ineffable Condeſcendence of a Beneficent: 
Gop ! But is he leſs condeſcending to Vou, 
Beloved Chriſtians ? No, no: ſays Clement 
of Alexandria. That Cloud and Fire 
were but Emblems of the Promiſes and 
Threats, with which the Divine Grace 
prevents you, in order to guide you away 
from the oppreſſive Yoke of Satan to the 
Land of eternal Plenty: And His Grace, 
* if you obey it, is a luminous Cloud to Vou: 
« If you diſobey it; It becomes a Pillar of Fire 
* to you. Now if, when the miraculous 


Pillar turn'd, at any time, to the Right, 


Some obſtinate 1/rae/ife taking to the Left, 
loſs'd his Way and periſnid in ſome Maze 
of that horrible Deſert; had he juſt Cauſe to 


reproach Gop or not rather himſelf ? Which 


had he Room to quarrel with, the Pillat 
which guided him rightly, or Himſelf, who, 


in defiance of his heavenly Guide perverſely 


went wrong? And can You, O beloved 
Diſciples of Chriſt deny, that Gon precedes 
you towards Heaven, in a luminous Cloud 
of bleſſed Promiſes, or a flaming Pillar of 
terrifying Threats? What are ſo many In- 


ſpirations, pious Lectures, Sermons; Sacra- 


ments, good Examples, and internal Fa- 
vours? Ah! They are All the Work of di- 
recting Grace, a luminous Cloud to guide 

You to Salvation. And if you obey ; 
„they ſhall bring Light to You.” What 


are 


N 


Point of being loſt amidſt a dark, obſcene, 
inextricable, painful Maze of Luſt or Ava- 
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ners? Ah! They are All the Work of di- 


recting Grace, A flaming Pillar to fright: . 


you from Damnation. And © If you do 
*© not obey, They ſhall fuel a Fire for you. 
You then, O Chriſtians, after leaving the 


amorous Direction of Gop, have form'd to 


yourſelves a thouſand falſe ſmoaky glim- 
mering Lights, the ill-concerted Labours 
of your on Caprice; and following Theſe; 


through the confuſed unſafe, uncertain 


Paths of worldly - Pleaſures, Honours and 
imaginary Intereſts; you find yourſelves, 


erhaps, bewilder'd ſtuck-faſt and on the 


rice, Ambition or Revenge, or All: Per- 
verſely turning from the plain Track before 


you, you have rudely run yourſelves quite out 
of Breath into 4 Jakes of Vice and Follies ; 
and after all preſume to throw the Blame 

on Gop, as if he had betray'd You? Ah! 
believe for once St. Ferom : The Fault is 


not your gracious Guide's, but all your own, 
Blame nat his Light, for not directing 
you; but blame your Sight for obſtinately 


turning from it. They, They, fays the 


43 
are ſo many Remorſes of your Conſcience, "RE 
| ſo many bodily Ailments, ſo many Diſap- 
pointments, and ſo many Inſtances of Di- 

vine Vengeance wreak'd on unrelenting Sin- 


* Saint were the Rebels which revolted 


** againſt the Light,” Or if you will not 


credit 
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| of our little Merits or Demerits. Nor ſhall 
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credit St. Ferom; believe the Eternal Truth 


* 2 Chron. himſelf. Thus ſay'th-our Lord God : * Why 


have you forſaken the Lord, that He Seoul 


JI You? 


The Evidence of this Trath will beſt a 


pear by applying it to ſome particular Caſe: 


And the Firſt which occurs to me is the 
Reprobation of the Synagogue. O miſerable 
proſcribed Nation, once Mother of Sanctity, 
the Pride of Prieſthood and Glory of 


reveal d Religion! Once the Elect of Heaven, 
the Pattern of Virtue, and the Depoſitary of 
the Almighty's miraculous Favours! Ah! 


What has't Thou to ſay, now thou ar't ſunk 


to the Diſgrace of being divorced from Gop, 


the Scorn of every Nation, and alive only to 


| Ignominy and Slavery? What cans't thou 
alledge in thy behalf? Was All thy Reproba- 


tion, ſay'ſt Thou, or Same Chriſtian Mif- 
_ for Thee, was all thy Reprobation 

owing to This: That Gop did not afford 
Thee ſuch an efficacious powerful Grace, 


as he knew Thou would'ſt not have _ 


of were e, to? Ah how truly [a 
Iniquity given the Lie to itſelf | To con- 
found this idle impious way of reaſoning, 


I ſhall not here have any Recourſe to the 


refined Diſtinction among the Learned, of 
Predeſtination, ante or poſt præviſa Merita, 


or cum Previfione, that 1s, before or after 


or accompanying the. Almighty” s Foreſight 
I 


. 
| 
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the Words of the incomparable St. Auguſtire. 
Can there be Injuſtice in, Gon, who de- 
_ «© mands of Him, from whom he has the 


Right to expect, and gives to whom he 
e pleaſes: Who never exacts what is not 


* due, and never gives but where and what 
“ is due?” But we will not ſtop here: In 


what Senſe then, O Fews in particular, in 


what Senſe is Cop accountable for that 


Obduracy of yours which is the Cauſe f 
your Perdition? Will you: infiſt, that He 


did not give you thoſe powerful Graces, 
which you would certainly have co- operated 
with? Let us ſee then what Grounds there 
may be for ſuch. an Accuſation againſt Gon. 
To come at ſome Knowledge of the Truth, 


let us imagin ourſelves preſent at the Divine 


Conſiſtory, when the adorable Trinity, ac- 
cording to our poor feeble Manner of con- 
ceiving, conſulted in the Depth of Eternity, 

about the Graces Lights and Means to be 
given to Mankind, whereby they might be 
ſaved. Behold, meèthinks, Gop offers to 
you a Carte. Blanche, for You-yourſelves to 
write in it what Graces Lights and Means 


you wiſh to have. Well then, what is 
* | your 


415 
I enter into the rugged Controverſy. of the | 
Schools concerning efficacious Grace: A 
Subject more fit ior ſobrilizing Speculation 
than for practical Improvement. Without 
All this, how eaſily could not I ſtop the 
Mouths of the unhappily Reproved, with 


* 
— 
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your Pleaſure ? Dare you ask, that Gop's 
eternal Son ſhould take upon him, for your 

| fake, a Body of earthly Clay? That, leaving 
many Legions of Angels pager in eternal 

Miſery, he ſhould ftretch forth his Arm 
to draw you out of the Slime of the Earth 
to eternal Felicity ? That, this granted, the 
Divine Meſſias, overlooking ſo many illuſ- 
trious Nations as fill the Earth, ſhould con- 
deſcend to be born on the Borders of Fe- 
ruſalem? That, refuſing Alliance with the 
moſt renown'd Monarchs of the World, 
he ſhould chuſe to mingle his divine Blood 
with yours? Go on, and, where it would 
be infolent Raſhneſs to wiſh that the Planet 
of the Day, ſhould alter it's uſual Courſe 


Es and confine all it's Radiance within the nar- 


row Limits of Paleſtine, do You even ven- 
ture to demand, that your Gop incarnate, 
neglecting, as it was, the World beſides, 
vouchſafe to impriſon all his Myſteries, his 
Birth, his Life, his — and his 
Preaching within the Diſtricts of. Judea. 
Tell me, could you have the Confidence to 
ask all theſe Favours, any ſingle One of 
which it could be no leſs than Preſumption 
to e ger Ah! Behold: Before you have 
-open'd your Mouth to implore theſe Fa- 
vours, the preventing Mercy of your Maker 
eternally ſubſcribed to them all. But let 


us go on. What more can you wiſh-for-to 


aſcertain your Salvation, O choſen People 
* 


1 
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of Gop? You need but ſignify it to be your 


| With; to induce the Son of Gop to became 


your Maſter, even to the familiar inſtructing 
You. And what more need there to make 


him hurry through your Streets; poſt from 
Town to Town, from Village to Village; 
and humble his ſovereign Prieſt- hood to the c 


very catechizing your Populace, your Chil- 
dren, your Slaves? Now what farther Means 
can be needful to your Salvation? What ! 
Would you preſent a Memorial to the Di- 


vine Conſiſtory to ſollicit the Father of 


Mercy, that the Divine Meſſiah might at 
every Step work ſome Miracle in your —— 
ſence? It is granted. That he ſhould 


{yt to Flight whole Legions of Devils? It 


is granted. That He ſhould give Sight 
to the Blind ; Hearing- to the Deaf; Life 


to the Dead? It is granted. Al, All 


theſe Graces are decreed you: The Grant is 
paſt, a whole Eternity before the Memorial 
could be ſo much as deviſed. Mat then 
ſhould the Lord have done to his Vine and has 


r 


not done it? * To your ſcanty Memorial, * 7aia 


to your defective Wiſhes, Hear, O ungrate- 


ful Feu, what the Eternal Liberality vouch- 
fafed to ſubjoin ! ©* For You ſhall my Only- 
**. Begotten open every Vein; with his ſacred 
„ invaluable Blood ſhall your Tribunals be 
* dyed; with that precious Liquor ſhall 
* the very Dirt in your Streets be enobled, 


© and every Spot of your Calvary ſhall be 


Vor. I. 1-2 4 a enrich d 
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te enrich'd with it. To make way for that 
„Light which may lead You to your Gon, 


te the Sun ſhall withdraw it's fainter Beams: 


To open your Ears to the Voice of his 
Truth, ets Mountains ſhall burſt aſun- 


der, And to rouze you to a Senſe of Gra- 


cc titude, all Nature fhall agonize and the 


. very Bead e come forth from their 


«© Tombs, eruſalem ! Feruſalem] Be 


© then 33 to the Lord your God, For 


ah! What more can you expect I ſhould 
10 - for you. What more ſhould T have done 
to my Vine than T already have done? Ah 


what indeed, O ungrateful . Synagogue ? 


When, as St. Anſelm ſays, So exuberant 
* were the Graces which the Divine Be- 
“ neficence lavifh'd upon You alone, that 


cc 


divided amongſt the ſeveral Nations of 


the Earth they might have fufficed to 


* fanctify them all, and reconcile them 


to Go.” And what Fruit did thoſe 


Graces produce in you? Thoſe Apoſtles, 


Who, when diſperſed, converted the World, 
could not effect the leaſt Good in you, 
even with all their united Efforts to ſave 
You, And ah! Chriſt himſelf, that Divine 


Mifſioner, whoſe Voice was the Voice of a 
Charmer melodiouſſy charming and whoſe 
very Looks were an omnipotent Magnetic 


of ſeraphic Love, what Fruit did he gather 


among you ? Alas all the Fruits he could 


fin in you were the baſeſt Ingratitude and 


Perverſity. 
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Perverſity. He cured the Sick among you; 

and You, in Return, baſely flew in the 
Face of your Divine Phyſician: He raiſed 
Some of you from Death to Life; and Vou; in 
general, ſought Nothing ſo much as his Death: 
He wrought continual Miracles of Love 
for you; and You return'd them with con- 
tinual Prodigies of the blackeſt Ingratitude 
to him. In a word, Chriſt put forth his 
Light to conduct you to everlaſting Hap- 
. and You, ſhamefully Rebels to 
is Light, muſt needs ſtray - aſide from 


it to Perdition. Is this then, O preſcribed 


Wretches, is this your way of willing, ta 
be ſaved? Is it thus you would uſe the 
Means to eternal Glory? Is it; on theſe 
Terms you wiſh to be choſen; To have the 
Prieſt- hood, and to diſgrace. it withSimony ; 
to have Temples, that you may pollute _ 
with Blood; to receive Chriſt, that y 


may nail him to the Croſs; and to liten 


to his Apoſtles, only. to deviſe a enen 
Plea to ſtone them to Death? 

Ah, Beloved Audience Who are they 
who thus complain of not being, predeſtinate? 
Shall ſuch a Race preſume to arraign the 
Divine Juſtice, and to accuſe Gop of Par- 


tiality ? And for what? ** Becauſe forſooth 


they have not received certain Graces 
“ which they certainly would have co- 
«© operated with? O Generation of Vi- 
pers! For what Grace would you have ex- 
* H hhz - change 
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changed the Author of all Grace? To what 


Call would you have anfwer'd courteouſſy 


if you - anſwer'd the Call of your me k 

and humble Saviour with injurious Language 
and Volleys of Stones? But I have nothing 
more to ſay: I have done. Judye You, 


O Chriſtians, between Gop and this (favour d 


Nation. What Injury did He do this Peo- 
ple in reproving them; unleſs it be thought 


an Injury done them, that a ſeparate more 


horrible Hell was not created for them? 
What more could they expect Gop to do; 


unleſs they wanted, not only the Eternal 


Son of Gop, but even the Father and Holy 


- Ghoſt, to be incarnate among them ; that 


they mipht make both Thabor and Olivet vie 
with Mount Calvary, and have it to vaunt, 


that they had--crucified the whole adorable. 


Trinity. But Gop (baſe as they were) till 


loved them. too well, to do more than he 
did: And therefore refuſed to multiply his 
Graces to them any farther ; that He might 


not be conſtrain'd to multiply his Ven- 
geance. 


0 Chriſtians ever dear to me Lk 
theſe Words be wholly loſt to You, in a 
fruitleſs Application of them to the Few, 
No, no: Believe me: Too home will they 
ſting us, if we but dare to apply them to 


| ourſelves. Little will it avail us,  Every- 


One, to waſh our Hands and fay with P7late, 
ee We lived not in * Deicidic Age 


when 


/ 


e all and reconcile them to Gop. Let but 
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when Jeſus bled) I am innocent of the Blood 
of Fi ut Man: Little, 4 ſay, will n 
it avail us, if, with That wicked judge. 
We ſentence Jeſus to Death by our 
Crimes, and crucify him fpiritually' in the 
Caluary of our Hearts, And, alas, can we 
All thoroughly clear ourſelves of Fhis; Ah! 
Can the Words of St. Anſelm wound the 
eus more to the Quick than they would 
ing ourſelves, if ſeriouſly applied to us; 
_ * So exuberant have been the Graces which 
* the Divine Benificence has laviſh'd upon 
c you alone, O Catholics, that, divided 
* among the ſeveral Nations of the Earth, 
They might have ſufficed to ſanctify them 


Every-One of You caft an Eye of Reflection 
on the infinit Benefits You have ſeverally re- 
ceived of Gon: Do but reckon the almoſt in- 
finir number of pions Volumes, the eaſy Ac- 
ceſs to the holy Sacraments, the Frequency of | 
Sermons, Exhortations and other pions Spurs 
to Perfection. Ah! How many able and 1 
zealous Preachers have been ſent to excite 
you to work in the Vineyard of the 
Lord, by their Doctrin? How many Reli- 
 gjous Men have been diſpatch'd to you to 
wean you from the World by their Ex- 
_ ample ? How many Prieſts to reconcile you 
to Gop? How many Feſtivals are celebrated 
to inflame you with the Spirit of Fervor, by 
the Example of the Saints? How many 
ENT A : Indulgences + 
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Indulgences are granted you, to confirm you 
in the Grace of the Lord of Saints? And 
would it be any Exageration to ſay: How 
many have become eminent Saints by 
One ſingle Means of all Theſe ? And yet 
ſhall all Theſe not ſuffice to convert one 
perverſe Sinner in this harden'd Age. To 
convert a St. Paul from a Perſecutor ta an 
Apoſtle, one Voice of Ghriſt ſufficed: And 
yet now-0'-days. his Whole Goſpel is toq. 
little. TH chang "0 Vf E neben from a 
Sermon 2 effectual: When Eg 7ypt ſaw 
a Second Magdalen transform d from a looſe 
Sinner to a rigid Saint, one inward Inſpira- 
tion did the Work. And ſhall all the Plenty, 
of Goſpels, Leſſons, Sermons, . and Inſpi- 
rations, which You, O Catholics, are daily | 
favour'd with, but ſerve to leave you in a 
VWorſe Condition than they found you in 

before? O ever gracious God! What ſtrange 

Infatuation holds us in theſe our Days. A 
St. Francis Aaverius, a St. Au guſtin: of 
England and other holy. Michoners wafted 
— a heavenly Zeal acroſs, the Ocean, have 
fingly ſubjected whole Provinces, | whole 
Kingdoms, to the Laws of Chriſt; and led 
them to eternal Bliſs: And now ſhall ſo 
many venerable Prieſts, ſo. many Religious. 
Men, and learned Preachers, launch from 
the ſweet Serenity, the bleſt Tranquility 
om 10 holy Cloiſters, into Perils of 
| Waters, 
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N. aters, "Perils of Thieves, Perils 7 16 their 


Nation, Perils of” Infidels, Perils in the 


City, Perils in the Deſert, Perils in the 
Sea, PRRILS FROM FALSE BRETHREN : * 
Shall They, I ay; launch into every Peril 
to "adminiſter to you every Means of Sal- 
vation; and yet All be inſufficient to con- 
duct to Gop one little Flock of Vou already 


in the Centre of his Church? Ah ſurely | 
the Prophecy muſt be too fatally verified in 


you: Surely You are Rebels to the Light: 
Surely, of You and to You it may be juſtly 
ſaid? ©" So exuberant have been the Graces 
„which the Divine Benificenge has laviſh'd 


* upon you alone; that, divided among the 


10 ſeveral Nations of the World, they might - 
e have ſufficed to ſanctify the Univerſe and 


ce. reconcile the Whole to Go. 


Go then and murmur at the Divine Se- 


verity, and charge your Maker with the 


Partiality He is a Stranger to. But ah! how 


loudly muſt not your Conſciences belie your 
impious Sentiments, ' ſhould you do thus. 


Say rather: If you ſhould (which Heaven 
avert!) unhappily be damn d; On whom 


can you throw the Guilt of your Perdition, 


but on Yourſelves? To what Can You im- 


pute your Reprobation ? To 'the Want -of 
Graces ? No: But to your own' Neglect of 
co- operating with them. Not God was 
Wanting to you, not his Light or Grace. 


Yourielves alone, Rebels to his Light; were. 
- wanting 


— — — — — . 7—˙·—0Am He pr ee 
N , * * 
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| wanting to Gop to Grace and to yourſelves. 


So very plain is it that Ang well is the 


- anfallible only Means of aſcertaining our 


Predeſtination to eternal Happineſs, 'and 
that Acting ill, or not Acting well, is the 
ſure Cauſe of Damnation to eternal Miſery, 


What wonder then is it, that, All being | 
call'd to Salvation, and ſcarcely Any anſwer- 


ing that Call: That All being invited with- 
out Exception to labour in Gop's Vineyard, 
and ſo great a Majority prefering a fruitleſs 
deſtructive Indolence to the eternal Recom- 


- pences promiſed to their Toils : What won- 


der, I /ay, is it, that, out of the Many 
thus call'd, the Choſen ſhould be ſo Few? 
O that Chriſtians then would but accom- 
ny their Diſcourſes of Predeſtination (ſo 
ſubtil, ſo tedious, ſo unfruitful) with a little 
prompt active ſerious Practice! O that, in- 
ſtead of daily examining what Gop muſt 


think of us, we would but in good earneſt 


examin what we ought to think of our- 
ſelves! O that, tired of carrying ſuch a tumul- 
tuous Multitude of Speculations quite up to 


Heaven, we would but with ſober Eager- - 


, 


the Purity of our Manners upon Earth ! Did 
we thus much; We might poſſibly be leſs 
acquainted at preſent with the Myſtery of 
our Election to Glory: But we ſhould.render 
our Glory more certain. Grown happily 

leſs curious, we ſhould be more in Peace; 
nav, | and, 


neſs ſtudy how to lift our Souls thither, by 


. On /Septuigeſima 1 Sunday, 1 
ahd; become leſs learned, we ſhould find 


ourſelves more holy, Day after day is con- 


ſamed, is waſted; in Words; but Action is 
 all-the-while neglected. Daily are our 
Thoughts led aſtray after What We fhall bez 
but never, after /hat We are and What We 


ought to be. Our Hearts are perpetually 
palpitating about the Decrees, which Go 


made, from all Eternity, with regard to Us: 
And we wholly overlook thoſe Works we 


ought to practice, in Time; that We may 


not have juſt Cauſe to pal itate at hearing 
the Sentence with which he ſhall put an 


End to Time. In a word, Beloved Souls, 


We live (if it can be call'd living) with our 
whole Spirit buried in Ages to come: While, 


in the mean time, the Preſent is neglected 


and Nothing can be in a worſe State than 
our poor ighted Souls. | Ah Chriſtians ! 
For Pity's ſake then, a little leſs Subtility of 


Thought and a little more Action. None 


are loſt who are not willing to be loſt, Is 


not That an Encouragement ſufficient to 


urge us on in the Work of our Salvation ? 


Acling well is the infallible Means of aſcer- 


taining our Predeſtination to eternal Happi- 


nels. Ves: O Happy Souls, who, fafe dut 
of the Gulf, are landed in the Harbour 


of eternal Felicity ! You know it. You, 
diſolved with the Divine Love which en- 
flamed your Breaſts, now know the infinit 
Value of the glorious Recompences promiſed 
Nor. 1. Iii a 
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| | to your little Toils. And O what exſtatie 


Joy muſt; not yout Bliſs: be heighthen'd 


with, by the eternally pleaſing Reflection on 


the Trifling Labours with which you earn'd 
it, And if A#ing ill, or not Acting well, 
is, as it has been plainly proved, the ſure 
Cauſe of Damnation; what muſt not your 
Anguiſh be, O proſcribed Souls, who now 
too ſadly know it. O hapleſs Reprobates ! 


Fuel of the Divine Vengeance | How 'cet- 


tainly do you know, to your irremediable 
_ Grief, that Yourſelves are the Cauſes of your 


unutterableWoe! O the exquiſit Pangs of that 


bitter. bitter Remorſe perpetually reminding 


| you of theGop you have loſt, and loſt for ever, 


and loſt; through your own Perverſe Folly 


in not co-operating with his Grace while in 
your own Hands! O Chriſtians! What 


| then are you about in this Life? Why do 
| 'you ſtand here all the Day idle? Ah! Go ye 


into the Vineyard of the Lord: Aud what. 


ball be juſt he will give you. If your Labour 
be attended with a little temporal Suffering; 


* Romans 


3 


your Suffering will be generouſly rewarded 
with an eternal Crown of Glory. And re- 
member what the Apoſtle tells you: The 


 Sufferings of this preſent Time are not worthy | 


to he compared to the Future Glory which 


ſhatl be reveaPd in us. | And fince as your 


Bleſſed Saviour warns: you, that, through 
the Perverſity of Numbers, Many are call d; 
but Feu are Choſen : Be you of the Happy 

Hs | . N ew 
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: Few who ſhall be choſen as well as called, | 
| by laying hold of that Predeſtination w ns 1 
1 is yours for earning it. Earn it then with _- 
| duity in Good- works: Be faithful to the 
4 Bivine Grace, and It ſhall improve in you. 
r In a word, be faithful to Gop, and Gop 
r . will be faithful | to Lou; and will not only .' 
4 _ augment and confirm your Grace in this 
! World, but aſcertain your Glory in the 
5 Next. Which I beſeech In Sc. In 5 
q Ps & o. | | 
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St. LU K E viii. 5, 6, 7, 8, 11. 
The Sower went forth to ſow his Seed. And, 
while he ſoweth, Some fell by the Way- 
fide, and was trodden upon . . . . Some fell 
upon the Rock; and, being ſhot up, wither'd, 
.. . . Other-Some fell among Thorns ; and 
the Thorns, grown up with, choak'd it: 
And Other-Some fell upon good Ground; 
and, being ſhot up, yielded Fruit a hundred- 
fold... . The Seed is the Word of Gon. | 


af CHRISTIAN Audienceentertain'd 
with Chriſtian Sermons and not 
Saints! Is it poſſible ? Frequently 
i nouriſh'd with Catholic Doctrins 
and not vigorous in Catholic Piety ! 
Can it be credible ? Every Week regaled 
with the ſubſtantial Aliment of the _ 
(6 
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of Gop, and yet waſting in a Conſumption 
of heatheniſh Vices; nay fainting under a 


flaviſh Subjection to Satan! Who could 


believe it of any of You, Chriſtians; if me- 
lancholy Experience did not force our 
Aſſent ? Surely, Beloved, your Souls muſt 
be ftrangely diſorder'd, to receive this 
ſpiritual Nouriſhment ſo often as you do, 
and yet to grow daily more faint in the 
Virtues of a Chriſtian; if not more infected 
with a Complication of Vices unbecoming 
a Chriftian, Had you not the Benefit of 

Public Prayers ſo often as you have; had 


you not in your monthly Devotions the 
Bread of Life from Heaven, to ſtrengthen 
and refreſh you in the purſuit of Perfection; 


I ſhould ſtill expect to ſee you improve in 


Sanctity, by the ſole Aſſiſtance of the Word 


of Gop which you hear ſo often, For nat 


in Bread alone, Ixsus CnhRIST is my Au- 
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thor, * nat in Bread alone doth Man live, but st. ul. 


in every Word which proceedeth from the u. 


Mouth of God. If then the Word of Gop 
is alone capable of giving Life to the Soul 


and of ſtrengthening it much more than cor= 


poral Food can fortify the Body; how 
comes it that You, who are i 
Both, are ſo languid in the Spirit and ſo 


plied with 


vigorous in the Fleſh? If it be a Matter of 5 | 


Faith taught us by the Son of Gon, that 


Man liveth by every Word which proceedeth 
from the Mouth of Gon; whence __ it 


* { , 
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that, while your Anxiety to feed and careſs 


te Body daily encreaſes and refines, the 


Deſire of feeding and enlivening your Souls 
grows fainter. and fainter ? Ah Beloved! 
the Cauſe of this Inconſiſtency is too un- 
ſeemly and ſhameful to unfold without 
giving you diſ ſt. And yet, can you con- 
cCeive, that, if Chriſtians ay as much at 
1 keirt the Low of their immortal Souls as 
That of their corruptible Carcaſſes, they 
would go to Sermons with ſo much Fro- 
wardneſs? Would they hear em with 
ſo much Wearineſs? Would they „think 
you, require in a rigid Conciſenels ſo many 
palatable Ingredients, pleaſing Conceits, and 


|  Rhetorical Turns? Would they, in a word, 


their 


bring with them to the Houſe of Gop, 
Spirits diſſipated by Vanity and Ab- 
ſcence of Thought, and come with every 
Deſign but Tha of benin by what 
they hear? Strange Inconſiſtency! Preachers, 
before they approach to the Altar or Chair, 
muſt exhauſt the Flower of their Spirits wh 
Study and Reflection; and, before They 

gin their Difcourſe, -miſt diſſolve * 
Souls in Sighs and implore on their Knees 
the Aſſiſtance of the Holy Ghoſt to debit 
to you the life-giving Food of the Word 
of Gop; and ſhall their Audience have no 
Pains to "ike to receive that Food, to digeſt 
it, and to transform it into their own Sub- 
ſtance? To ſpeak the Truth frankly, Chri- 
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Thanst When I have ſeriouſly reflected on 
the Sermons frequently preach'd by abler 
Divines than Myſelf, and even on the 

Many which], on Shadow of them All, have 
preach'd, to You, and the little Frgit which 
they have hitherto produced; I have ſcarce 
been able to refrain deploring with Tears, 
- the little Succeſs of this divine Food. When 
I conſider what my Saviour aſſures me of, 
that, The Seed of Grace, which is the Word 
, Gop, - when ſoum in good Ground, that 
is, in à good Heart, which receives and re- 
tains it, yieldeth Fruit. an hundred-fold; and 
yet, that, through,your on Fault, inſtead 
of ſupplying / you with ſpiritual Vigour, It 
tends now-O- days only to create in you cor- 
rupt Humours ; I could almoſt conjure you, 
O Catholics, never to frequent evangelical 
| Sermons: As, through the corrupt uſe you = 
too often make of them, They but render 
your Vices inexcuſable and your very Luke 
warmneſs Perverſity. But as this might 
be too./deſperate an Advice to give to Chri- 
ſtians who have ſome Good at Heart, and 
are deſirous to be better inform'd for the 
Future; I ſhall rather chuſe the more 
moderate Remedy of diſcovering to you the 

true Cauſe, why the Word of Gop is of 
ſio little Fruit to Many of you. Chriſtians 

are under Three grand Miſtakes, which 
bh the joint Cauſe "Aa this Evil, I have 

1 ing ok. 5 
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| hon heard have ye done. 
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I . The Firft Miſtake relates to "the 


| 


N Preacher who ſpeaks, 
II. The Second to the Divine Word 
Which is ſpoken, And 


III. The Third to yourſelves who hear it, 
Theſe Tuxte Misr Ak Es ſhall form 


the Argument and Diviſion of this Subject: 
And, it I ſhould be ſo happy as to ſhew 


them to you in the ſame Light, they ap- 
pear- in to me; I am in hopes, the Sermons 


you may hereafter hear from Me; as well 
as Thoſe which you may with much greater 
Fruit hear from Others, will make a greater 
Impreſſion on you than any Tow — ws 


} L 


ee Deſeend then Spirit Divine, dea in 
4 Mercy to this Audience; and d well 8 
my Lips: Give Me, thy lowly Inſtrument, 
* for cheit loved Sakes, the flaming Tongue 
“of a perſuaſive Wiſdom, to diſperſe the 
Clouds of Error which ftand between 
ae their Souls and thy broaden Truth. FAY: 


J. In a Subject of Importaixce like This 
we are upon, every Inſtant is precious: 


And therefore I ſhall immediately co come to 


the Argument. The Firſt Miſtake, which 


© robs Chriſtians of the Benefit of the Word 
of Gop, is That which preſents a Preacher 


to their Imagination as a Man of the com- 
8 mon 
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mon Stamp; and, ſhutting their Eyes to the | 


'Excellence he inveſts with the Greatneſs of 
his Dignity, ſhews:to'them only that Lump 


of Clay »which is the — Inheritance 
of every Son of Adam. A Miſtake This 


of very fatal Conſequence: For if the Force 
of every Doctrin is taken from the Autho- 
rity of the Perſon who utters it; what Effi- 


cacy can the Words of eternal Life have 


| in the Mouth of a diſcredited Apoſtle? But 
give me leave, Brethren, to recall you from 


an Idea ſo injurious to the Excellence of 


the Apoſtolic Function of every Divine 
Preacher. You cannot deny; in the firſt 
place, that every. lawful and approved 


Preacher is an Embaſſador of Gop. He 


who ſpoke, in the Old Law, by the Mouths 


of the Prophets; He WhO ſpoke, in the 


New, . by the ſacred Tongue of Chriſt, and 
the Voice of the Apoſtles after his Death; 


now ſpeaks by ours. By him are we choſen 


to publiſh his Laws: By him are we com- 


miſſion'd to promiſe his Rewards: And by 
him are we ſent to threaten his Puniſh= 


ments. In his Name then we come, and 


Him we repreſent. Take his own Divine 


433 


Word for it, if you will not take mine: 


He who bears you | hears me, and be who 
deſpiſes you deſpiſes me. Now: Who ſo ig- 


norant as not to know the Regard due to E | 
the Embaſſador of a Prince, whatever be 


his perſonal Metit or Demerit? No * 
# Vor. I. r 
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is thought too much to pay him as Such, 


and every Diſreſpect is of an unpardonable 
Nature: Inſomuch that Sovereigns, who 
ſhall even put-up-with an Injury done to 


Themſelves in Perſon, think no Reſent- 
ment too great for an Inſult offer d to One 


of their Miniſters. ee 
Ihe Royal David was inſulted, by Semei, 
with opprobious Language and a Volley of 


Stones: And with what outward Serenity 


of Countenance and inward Peace of Mind 
did he not bear it? Yet with what Indig- 


nation did he not reſent the Ill- treatment, 


which. his Embaſſadors received from the 


King of the Moabites Nothing leſs could 
_ appeaſe his Anger than the ſending the 


whole armed Powers of Hrael, with Foab ' 
at thair Head, to puniſh him. Nay nor 
even That: He goes himſelf in Perſon to 
Battle; engages in Fight with him and five 


other Princes his Allies; nor thinks the 


2 Cor. v. 


Injury repair d, till he has wiped-off the 
8 Aﬀont with e no. leſs 
than forty Thouſand of the Troops. We 
alſo, Beloved Auditors, we alſo are Miniſters 
from Gop, the great King of Kings, to 
You. Yes, ſays St. Paul; For Chrift ue 


are Embaſſadors. Behold the Enfigns which 
adorn us; the Livery by which we are di- 
ſtinguiſhd! Whence do we receive the 
Authority to wear his Surplice his Stole? 


Who inveſts us with the Doctrins of the 
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Goſpel? Is it not Thou, my Gop, Who 4 

giveſt us the Mouth, and the Doctrins 

which fill it? Yes, Chriſtians, yes he has 
omiſed ſo to do: ® Tull give you, ſays he, Xe 1. 
h.a Mouth and Wiſdom. It is not then 

Chriſtians, our wretched Condition of Sin- 

ners you ought to regard, but the Excel- 

lence of our Office and the Importance 

of Affairs, which, to our Confuſion and 

Terror, we are ſent to tranſact. O that 

one Ray of lively Faith would but diſperſe 

the Clouds which intercept our heavenl 

Country from our Views! What rich 

Hopes ſhould we not ſee the Angels con- 

ceive at every Accent utter'd by each Tongue 

which preaches the faving Truths of Chriſt ; 

if not in the Feeble manner I may do, at 

leaſt with the ſacred Fervor of other Ortho- 25 

dox Preachers, skill'd in the work of eroud- 

ing Heaven with Citizens? | 
But here, Beloved, with your Leave let 

us halt a while. If we are the Embaſſadors 

of Jesus CarisT ;. if, by his Promiſe, we 

inherit his Doctrin, nay his Language; if we 

are appointed, by Him, to ſow the eternal 

Seeds of Truth and danctity! in your Hearts, 

that You may grow- up and be worth tranſ⸗ 

planting into Paradiſe; and you mean-time 

miſtake us for quite the Reverſe; how comes 

it, that you reſolve to idle away ſo much 

Time as to come to hear us? Do you expect 
to, ag from Us Declamations of the Bar, 

„ A ar: - * 
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or the Rants of a Comedian? Are we to 
ſtand at the Altar, to entertain the Idleneſs 
of every Do-nothing, who' comes hither 
only to fill-up an empty Hour which hangs: 
heavy upon him? Or to flatter the Ears of 
Some curious Impertinent, who, at the 
Preacher's Expence of Salvation, would 
learn to turn a Phraſe? Should we, in This, 
anſwer your Wiſhes; what could you com- 
re us to ſo juſtly, as to thoſe ſtupified 
* of Noah, who, after labouring 
an Ark, for Others to fave themſelves in 
from the Floods of the Deluge, abandon'd 
themſelves to the general Wreck ? Yet thus 
alone can we hope to pleaſe you. But alas 
what Evil do we do you, that you ſhould 
will. us ſo much practical Hatred ? If we 
ſeek. to ſend you to Paradiſe; why will 
you needs ſeek to ſend us into Hell? And 
thither you muſt want us to go; if Nothing 
leſs will ſerve your Turn than that We 
Hatter your Vices, inſtead of reproving them; 
and tickle your Ears, inſtead of converting 
your Hearts. Now this is all which Some 
of You would have us do; and for want 


of This, you are tired with hearing us. 


You, Women! If we tell you your Faults z 
how ſoon are you vp in Arms againſt us? 
We want, you cry, to ſtrengthen the 
% Hands of Tyranny and to teach the Men 
* (who are already but too apt to magnify 


* Wo Your: — 0 OR their Oppreſ- 


cc * fon ; 


* Sergeüas 8 onnay? 
e ſion of You.” And You, O Men! If we 


enveigh againſt your Irregularities and Vices ; 


what Fruit do you draw from it but the moſt 
ungenerous Inferences? Inſtead of reflecting, 
that, were you leſs vicious, we ' muſt be 
more ſparing of Invectives; *Tis to pleaſe 
** the Women, you cry, and not to mend 


«© us. . Theſe Preachers are always ſure to 


% come-off well with Them.” As if the 


Dignity of Us Prieſts did not happily lift us 


as much above the Smiles of one Sex as the 


Frowns of the other, ----- But your whole 


Conduct is all of a Piece, If we preach-up 
| Penance to you; it is laying a Burden upon 


your Shoulders which we would not touch'® 


with a Finger: If we recommend Virtue 


to you; tis Hypocriſy : If we decry Sin; 
it is falſe Zeal: If we preach-up Heaven; 
it is for Love of Intereſt : If we talk to you 
of the Terrors of Hell and your Danger of 


falling into it; we are hard- mouth d, we 
are cruel, and want to drive you to Deſpair. 


Ungenerous Chriſtians! If, Such were our 


Motives; if Preachers were ſo mean as you 
paint them to yourſelves; they were Mon- 


ſters not Men: They would not be 1 


but Fiends: And, inſtead of liſtening to 

Them with Patience at the Altar, you 
ought to baniſh them from it, or to flee 
from them as from Serpents or Devils. Con- 
ſider then but a little, and you will ſee 


| your: Miſtake, | What are we ſent to you 5 


for, 


. ' 
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for, but to reprove you out of Evil, to 
point-out to you the Paths of Virtue, and 
to allure yqu to eternal Felicity? What 
Intereſt is it of ours, whether you are Vir- 
tuous or Vicious. When we have done Ser- 
mon; our Condition is the ſame, whether 
You have minded it or not. And if the 
Difference be any; we ſhould fare but the 
better, in this Life, would we but flatter 
your Senſes and ſooth your Paſſions. All 
the Intereſt then we can have, is, by pro- 
moting your Salvation, to ſecure our own, 
If therefore we waſte our Lungs and Intel- 
lects, to make you happy for-ever; why 
Will you with us miſerable? And miſerable 
you muſt want us to be, if, to humour your 
corrupt Taſte, we muſt proſtitute the Dignity 
of our Office; and, to amuſe your Imaginati- 
on, we muſt neglect the faithful Diſcharge of 
our Miniſtry which ought to aim chiefly at 
8 your Lives, Ah! for pity to us 
then, if you have none for yourſelves, leave 
us to the Duty of preaching, and oblige us 
not to patch-up Declamations. Leave us to 
appear and ſpeak like what we are; and 
never wiſh us to entertain, you with gay 
IIlluſions, and frothy Delcriptions. |. 


IL. . Ah! you'll ans We go. to Sermons, 
« to hear Sermons, and not to be entertain'd 
ec with Rehearſals. We have all the:Vene- 

75 ration which is due to the Miniſtry gs] | 


01 engel ons. 


** the Goſpel; and are not inſchfible of 
the lively. Impreſſion which the Maxims 
< of Eternity are apt to make on the 
Heart of Man, when deliver dwith Zeal. 
* But then there can be no Harm in re- 
F quiring, in the the Word of Gop, a little 
** Complaiſance and Addreſs. Did Judith 
ce behead Holgfernes the leſs for being 


* adorn'd? On the contrary: It was the Bril> 


C ce liancy of her Dreſs which aſſiſted her to 


« do it. Did not David chaſe the Evil Spirit 


*© out of Saul, by the Harmony of his Harp? 
Why may not Vice be deſtroy'd by retho- 
** rical Flowers as well as Heliogabalus could 


cc ſuffocate his Courtiers with Roſes? _ 5 


<« Flowers are neceſſary where Jx$vs istalk 


1 Who, taking on him the Title of Naz- 


* arte, would bear them in his very Name. 


Where the Senſes are invited; in Concert 


re as well as 
“ Piety allures; thither the greater Crouds 


* with Reaſon ; where Pl. 
e will chearfully* flock But pardon me, 


* . * 
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loving Auditors: This is the Second grand 


_ Miſtake, 


much more dangerous than the Fotmer as 
the divine Word itſelf is infinitiy more im- 
portant than the Orator who preaches it. 

Accordi 


Gop, given on purpoſe to nouriſn Virtue 


which daily decteaſes in Strength; ſhall con⸗-⸗ 


fine itſelf to the-Limits of human Curioſity? 
| "i It 


which robs ſo Many of you of the 8 
Benefit of the Word of Gop. A Miſtaks. o 


to You then the Word of 
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It muſt leave the Heart ina deceitful Repoſe, 
to attend wholly to gratify the Depravity 
of the Ear? Inſtead of diſplaying to you 
your diſorderly Conduct, inſtead of removing 
the Errors which clog your Underſtanding, 
- inſtead of conquering the Corruption which. 
preys on your Will, It muſt be wholly 
taken- up in a certain mechanic Compoſition 
of Words, which may lead your Memory 
aſter it in an ignoble Triumph void of any 
Fruit. Such to a Tittle was the corrupt 
Taſte of thoſe Abſentees to themſelves, who 
murmur'd againſt 1aiah, 

% This Man, they were want to ne 
te this Man has nothing to ſay but Vehe- 
et mence and Terrors: His Accents are 

Thunder and his Words all Invectives. 
© Away with him and all his Noiſe, away 
« with him far from us; let him thunder 

- i his Terrors, to the Trees of the Forreſt. 

ö Let this holy one of- Iſrael. ceaſe from our 
« Face, Or if he muſt talk; let him talk 

| 7 with Good- Manners, and we will give 
“ him the Hearing. We are Men and not 
« Stocks or Stones; we are to be peſuaded MM * 
% by Complaiſance but not to — ſtun'd 
40 — 4 Loudneſs of Threats. Speak then 
Jaiab, but ſpeak to us pleaſing Tbings. 

But what, -/ays , the Lord, is Man to give 
Laws to my Word? Go, 1/azah, and write 
againſt theſe the Sentence of Death: And, 
that: it may outlive the Wn of Time, in 
xy 8 witnek 
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witneſs of my Wrath, let the Horror ff 
their Puniſhments be written in indelible - 
Characters, 2ori7e it therefore on Box. This 
hanghty People ſhall be reduced even below *. 
Contempt. If ſhall be broken ſmall, as the 
Potters Veſſel is broken with mi ghty Break-. 
ing; and there fhall not be of it's Frag- | 
ments a Sherad to be found. * Shall I tell you, - 5 41 87 
Beloved, the Emotion this terrible Menace 
excites in me? Formerly I uſed to tremble. 
only for my own Safety, as a Preacher: 
But ' This obliges me even to ſhudder for 
ours. If an Ezecbiel was made accoun- 
| table for the Blood of the People, , thou 
warn not the Wicked to return from his 
Wickedneſs and live; his Blood will I require 


* 
- 
- * 


at thy Hands; if a St. Paul at his Departure + Ezech, - 


from Mileto, at the Peril of his Life, placed ii 
his chief Conſolation in being able to ſay, 
with Truth to the Ephefians, I call you to 
Witneſs, that I am clean from the Blood of 
you all. For I have not ſpared to declare to you 


all the Counſel of Gop; | if every Preacher 4 47 xx: : 4 


muſt deter his Flock from Vice, allure it 
to Virtue, and labour to ſave it, or pre- 
pare to periſh with it; what muſt become 
of . thee, my Soul, if 1 ſhould neglect this 
important Duty? So many precious Souls 
then have I to account-for? Is it not enough. 
that I watch over my own ; but I AG. 
anſwer for the Blood of Every-Oae in this 
Audience, who ſhall periſh through my 
Vor. 11. — 11 . ? 


— — — So - 
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Inadvertence ? O tremble, my Heart, trem- 


ble; and let a holy Fear prevent thy petiſh- 
ing eternally by flattering or neglecting 
Any- One of them. But if the Preacher has 


ſo much room for Apprehenfion ; whence 
comes it, that every Hearer is in ſuch per- 
fect Tranquility, at the terrible Sentence 
pronounced againſt the Audience of Iſaiah ? 
If I and every Miniſter of Gop's. Word, 
have cauſe to fear, whenever we pronounce 
that ſacred Word any otherwiſe than God 
directs; ſurely Catholics have a ſtout 
Heart, or rather ſurely they have no Heart 
at all; if they tremble not, at the hearin 

the Word of Gop without the Diſpoſitions 
he requires them to hear it with, or if 


they preſume to ſeek it, where and how 
he forbids them to expect it: And what juſt 


Cauſe to tremble have not ſuch Perſons as 
leave thoſe Preachers of the Goſpel, who 
adhere to the humble Maxims of their cru- 
cified Maſter; pay their Court to a Retailer 


of Words, and give up their Time and At- 


tention often-times to One, who, preferin 

Jingle to Goſpel-Piety, can —— 
a Calvary into a Parnaſſus? What are they 
doing, who, for the ſake of Diction, prefer 
a Dr. Taylor to a Gother ; a Tillotſon to a 
Dorrel? What, I ſay, are they doing but 
copying after the Perverſity of Jaiab's 


Hearers, and ſaying to Their Preachers, 


ſpeak pleaſing Things to us, ſee Errors to us? 
I Ok Perhaps 


0 
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Perha you will tell me, that the 
Word 0 Gon i is no longer ſo ſtern as it was 


heretofore ; Sermons have now ſome Re- 


courſe to Rhetoric; and facred Qrators 


grant you, they are not; and why, but be- 
cauſe Vou wil not ſuffer them to be ſo? 
Yet I cannot poſſibly find any private Intereſt 


worth their purſuing, in gilding-over your 


Miſeries and throwing a Veil over your Sores. 
That ſome may err thus, and I inadver- 


tently as well as They, is not impoſſible. 
But then I muſt obſerve to you, that yours 


are not ſo rigid as they have been: I will 


is all the Guilt of all the Fatilts we com- 


mit in preaching, You would have us new- 


vamp the Prophets, perfume the Apoſtles, 


force the Ancient of Days to conform his 


Words to the Faſhions of Place and Time: 
In ſhort, to uſe the Emphaſis of the Apo- 


ſtle, Vou would have us proſtitute the Goſ- 


pel to the Mode; the Holy Ghoſt is_ never 


leſs can gratify 
into the Church a diffolute univerſity Stile 
ſo oppoſit to the Majeſtic ancient Language, 


which, for four thouſand Years, had ſtrongly 


'entrench'd itſelf againſt all the Powers of 


Truth, "Would you- be but leſs laviſh of 
h L112 your 


which, in the Mouths. of the Apoſtles, tri- 
umph'd over the Forum and Capitol of Rome, 
and lower'd that Head of a proud World, 


* 


thought polite in our Mouths, if not con- ; 
— to your Language; and Nothing 


you than our. introducing 


Ä 
o 
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your Applauſe on the T:/lo/fons of the Age: 


and pay more Regard to the Solidity of 
Catholic Morals, than to the frothy Elo- 


quence of ſuch Ballancers of Syllables; and 
Sycophants of the Ear ; Would you leave 


Such to liften to themſelves as pay more 
Regard, in their Diſcourſes, to Man than 
to Gop; believe me, you would fire the 


| Zeal of Preachers with a laudible Ambition; 
' Moſt of them would improve their Piety, 


by promoting yours; and the Reſt would 
be even uſeful to you, at leaſt out of Vanity. 
Whereas while you traveſte all they ſay, 
miſapply all they mean, and criticize both 


their Words and their Utterance; charge 


their Zeal with Ruſticity, their Fortitude 
with Indiſcretion, their Gravity with Stu- 
pidity, and their Devotion with Enthuſiaſm 
yours is all the Guilt of their Connivance: 
And you will be accountable to Gon for 
having almoſt reduced them to imitate that 


Scandal of Monarchs and Monſter of Rome, 


the inhuman Nero; who, after ſetting the 
auguſt Capital of the World in Flames, 
danced to the Sound of the People's Diſtreſs, 
and accompanied their Cries with a Tune on 
his Lyre. 1 0 6 1 


III. Unleſs you ſuffer me, Chriſtians, to 
ſpeak plain Engliſb, twill be in vain to 
come to the Third Miſtake which relates 
intirely to Yourſelves, The Vanity of a 
=P | | Preacher, 


ae. 
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Preacher, or the Inverſion of the Word of 
Gop, or Both, may be partly the Cauſe 
why Chriſtians reap ſo little Benefit from 
that Word of Gop : But they cannot be 
the whole. Every Preacher, however af- 
fected, Every Diſcourſe, however gaudy it 
might be, would make ſome Impreſſion on 
the Heart; if every Hearer brought with 
him a Heart to the Sermon; But .ah my _ 
Gop! How many, before they come hither, 3 
either leave their Hearts wholly behind | 4 
them, or bring them but by halves. And = 
the Reaſon why a Sermon ſeldom goes out 
of Church with the Audience, is that which 
 Phih gives, they bring their Ears to the N 
Altar without their Attention: No Wonder 
therefore, that, when they hear, the Devil 
| ſhould come and take the Word out of their 
Mouth, left beſieving they be ſaved. No 
Wonder, that .the Word of Gop, like 
the Seed which fell upon the Rocks, ſhould _ 4 
be joyfully received by, and yet not profit, A 
Some for want of Time to take Root. No =_ 
Wonder, in a word, that falling, like the 
Parabolic Seed of this Goſpel, into Thorns, 
It ſhould be choak'd-up with Cares and 
| Riches and Pleaſures of this Life and ſhould 
not render Fruit : When the Perſons which 
make-up almoſt every Chriſtian Audience, 
are either without Chriſtian Hearts, or, at 
By | leaſt, with Hearts wholly over-run with 
$ollicitude, Avarice, or Luxury, or All. 
| „ Attend 


+ Zid. 


Or Sexageſima Sunday. | 
Attend for a Minute, to a ſurpriſing Dif- 


courſe between Gop and his Prophet Eze- 


cc 


A 


ciel. © Exzechiel, ſays the Lord, this 


People whether taking the Air abroad, or 
converſing at-home, are frequently talking 
of Thee. Son of Man the Children of 
thy People ſpeak of thee by the Walls and 

tn the Doors of their Houſes.” Of me 


Lord! What can they find worth talking 
of me? © Why They invite Qne-another 


ec 
cc 


cc 


Wo 


* to hear Thee. Come let us go to the 
Sermon, and hear what fine Things this 
Man has to ſay. Come and let us bear 
what is the Word which proceedeth from 
the Mouth of the: Lord. + They flock to 
the Church and often in a Hurry and 
in Crouds. Poor miſtaken es Fr Be- 
cauſe you ſee a thick * of _—_ 
Figures, you imagin you have a crouded 
Audience. No, no, the Church is either 

empty or only fill d with a Croud of mere 
Corſes: They liſten but in Appearance 
as Statues might do. If you can but 
divert them; you will ſet the Machines in 


Motion, the Things will have Life, and 
the Genius to liſten: But if you attempt 


to convert them, you'll loſe all your 
Labour; for chey have brought no Heart 
with them to convert. They have All 
left them behind: The Men in their 
Amours, or Intrigues, their Projects or 
Appointments and the Women in their 

* . Vanities, 


= 1 
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“ Vanities, their Whims, and their i im 
* tant Nothings. To gueſs by their Lacks 
vou would think they ſoberly deſign d 
« coming to Church, but in Truth, the 
ͤleaſt they bring with them i into Church 
js themſelves. They come to thee, ſays 9 
„ the Lord, as 6c People ſhould 0 in. * Bid. 
% And yet Ezechtel they give t Fas 1 the 
Hearing, but with no farther intent than 
* to give thee the Hearing; careful enough 
* never to think more of what thou ſay'ſt, 
*© for: fear of being allured to the Practice. = 
* My People fit before the, and they hear ; 
« thy Words and do them not. + The whole + 24. 
ends in a barbarous Anatomy of what 
they have hear'd, in babbling out a te- 
7 dious ſet of Sermons over one, and in 4 
e 'preaching the Preacher all over the Town. = 
* And thou ar't to them as a muſical Song. | ve 
No from ſuch an Audience judge what 
<« Fruit you are to expect? From ſuch Pre- 
* miſſes draw yourſelt the Concluſion.” They 
go out of Church with all the Vices they 
brought, immodeſt, unjuſt, diſſolute, re- 
<< vengeful, proud and cbvetous as they 
© came into it, and their Heart, ſays the 
5 * Lord, - followeth their Avarice. 6 Hitherto $ Big. 


„„ 


: — 


WM. 
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t we have heard Gop talking to his Prophet. 
1 And whether any Part of this be appli- 
0 cable to You, yourſelves muſt decide. Ex- 


amin your own Souls, or if that be too 
* iroubleſorns-! a Task for you, let me make 


', | 2 
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a a Scrutiny of the common method of living. 
Alas, in this Age, the very Outlines of pri- 
mitive Chriſtianity ſeem almoſt effaced. 
What do we ſee in Marriages but Con- 
fuſion and Indecencies? What amongſt the 
Youth, but Corruption? And what in almoſt 
in every Family but Diſorder ? Deceit is the 
Director of Commerce, Lukewarmneſs is 
the Subſtitute of Devotion, and Fraud holds 
the Ballance of Juſtice. Yet ſo many Ser- 
mons heard is it poſſible? Yes too poſſible 
not to be Fact, and why? No ſooner has 
the Sound of the Divine Word tingled on 


_ * , _ the Ears of the Audience than it evaporates 


in Diſſipation. It is like the Seed which, 
fell 2 the Way-ide. . . They hear and * 
get. . Becauſe the Devil, by the Power 
they give him over hon; cometh and 
taleth the Word aut of their Heart, les 
believing they be ſaved. * Let us.turn our 
Eyes whither-ever we will, what can we 
meet with but Offences againſt an injured 
| Gov, the precious Blood of Chriſt neglected 
jf not contemn'd; and a Croud bf Souls 
hurrying at a break-neck pace to Perdi- 
| tion. £ 

And how ſhall the Word of Gop work 
any good Effects upon Souls as it is gene- 
rally prophaned and traveſted almoſt in 
every Pulpit in this Nation, and as it is 
heard by almoſt every Audience ? What 


view 4008 the. intruding VEGA: mount 
1 with 


Pa, ' 7 #, - 
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with, but to attract the Eyes and atnuſe 


the Ears of his Aſſembly? And what EHd 
do his Hearers propoſe, but the Gratification 


of their different Paſſions? One goes to 
| Sermons, to gather Roſes and Violets from 
the Accents of a ſmooth-tongued Orator : 
Another, to paſs an idle Hour till Dinner be 
ready: A Third, to gaze on ſome living 


Image of the Creator, | all lovely perhaps 


in a nce, all disfigured within: And 
2 to make head againſt the 
Preacher, with the Example of Vices He is 
labouring to decry. Such, Such are They, 
in whoſe Hearts of Rock the Seed of Gov's 
Holy Word can fix no Roots. But is this a fit 
—— for a Catholic Preacher or Audi- 
ence? However it may be conſiſtent in a 
Heretic Aſſembly tis an Indignity in Such 
a Sacred One as I mean to ſpeak-to. No, 

no: Nothing but the pure Word of Gon 
ought to engroſs your  Preacher's Purſuits, 
and nothing elſe: ought ever to engage your 
Attention. But how (hall the Divine Word 
have any Impreffion in your Hearts; if, 
ſcarce heard, you choak the Sentiments 
you have conceived, in the thorny Diſſipation 
of worldly Pleaſures or Affairs? * Man Joys 
St. Damian, labours in vain in preaching 
« to Men; if the Hearers take no pains'to 


* liſten to the Voice of Gop within hit,” 


dy Gop! How ſhall the Voice of thy Mini- 
Vox. IJ. Mm m e 


449 
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of our Redeemer flow 
| his Miviſters, once a Week; if it is daily 


| - 44k 3; , Ip 
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ſters bear head againſt ſo many idle Diſs 
courſes, ſo many impertinent Jokes, ſo many 
double Entendres, which Chriſtians now- 
o- days bluſh not to draw from the ve 


| Maxims of the Goſpel ;- to the Promotion 


of worldly Attachment, to the Apathy -of 
Devotion, and perhaps to the Ridicule and 
Contempt of the very Maxims themſelves? 
Ah Chriſtians ! If the firſt Fruit of a Sermon 
be not to wean you from. this falſe vain 
and delufive World; if the firſt Fruit of 
the Divine Word, be not to ſtifle your dan- 


gerous Jokes and Amuſe to break-off 


your criminal Friendſhips and alienate you 


from diſſolute Company and Converlations 
; in vain do you come hither: Lou are mi- 


pending your Time in liſtening to us; and 
might make better uſe of it by ſtaying at 
home. In vain do We preach to you, and 
< better might We employ our Time in 
e Silence, as St. Ambroſe ſays, than in deal- 
<< 1ng-out the ſacred Myſteries of the Divine 
* Word.” To what purpoſe ſhall the Blood 

Em th Mouth of 


ſhed, with Contempt, by the Neglect of the 
Hearers? To what purpoſe ſhall He ſow 
the Seeds of his Holy Word, by means of 
his Miniſters," in the Hearts of the Faithful; 
if They, who hear it, go their Ways and 
ſuffer that Holy Word, like the Seed ſown 


. among 
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among Thorns, to be choaked-up with Cares, 
and Riches, and Pleaſures of this Life with- 
out rendering Fruit. 0 . 
Ah Chriſtians! Study to be Such. Permit 
nad: encourage us to preach as becomes the 
Miniſters of Gop's Word, by your liſtening 
like Chriſtians. --Force- us to preach with 
Catholic Unction, by your attending with 
Catholic Devotion. Do this and you will ren- 
der the Word of Gop fruitſul indeed. Hear 
that Word, and-zetain it in a good, a very 
good Heart ; and, like the Seed which fell 
on good Ground, it will yield fruit an hundred 
2 Hear, ſa ys the Lord, to the Audience 
of Jaiab and 2 Vou, bear and your Souls 
Jhall live.“ Hear then and remove the 7 hree , ws 
Miflukes I have hitherto diſcover d. If You 
hear and ſuffer yourſelves *to be won- over 
to Perfection; you may hope for an eternal 
Reward: But if you hear and are froward 
to yield; you will have Reaſon to fear the 
eternal Judgment. When the holy Scrip- 
«ture, /ays St. Auguſtin, and — Doc- 
5 trins of Juſtice are debited from the 
4 Altar, or Pulpit to the Public; They, who 
«© hear and practice, hear to their Reward : 
1e. But They, who hear and neglect to do, 
< hear to their Condemnation. ” 
So let Man eſtemm us, ſays St. PAUL, as 
Miniſters of Cbniſt and Diſpenſers of the 
ae of Gop. And here the Apoſtle . 
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recommends to Us the deporting ourſelves, 


in the Diſpenſation of thoſe Myſteries, fo 
as to deſerve the being reputed what we 
are. How unſeemly muſt it not be in a 


Preacher ſurrounded with the Enſigns of 
Devotion, with the Semblance of the Martyrs 


and other glorious Saints, with the Crucifix 
the Sacraments and myſteries of _— to 
begin his Diſcourſe from the Altar or ſacred 
Chair with the adorable Words of the 
Goſpel, and: carry it on in a manner which 
would raiſe a Bluſh in the graver Part of 


| Heathen Poets or Pagan Philoſophers? And 


yet how Few are there innocent of This? 
How Few the Orthodox Preachers in this 
Nation? How Few the Faithful Diſpenſers 


of the Word ? Scarce ate there to be-found 


a Few who deal it out. in Truth and Piety. 
And we may truly ſay of England what 
St. Paul ſaid of | Corinth, Here is nom 
wanted, among the oo that 4 Man 


be found faithful. 


Alas what a dread Inuridation of Vices 
drowns the People of this Nation, and how 


Few are the Catholics who are not ſinking 


in the Common Wreck! What Sex, what 
Age, what Profeſſion is exempt from the 
general Cataſtrophe ! How Few are They, 
who, ſafe within the Ark, keep their Fide- 


lity unſullied ! If Maſters are diflolute ; their 


en * them. x Parents give bad 
Exam ple 
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Example to their Children: Theſe improve 
upon the Vices of their Parents. The Vouth, 
perhaps, are not covetous: But then they 
are laſcivious and extravagant. If Old-Age 
is not wanton ; is It not covetous and hard- 
hearted? They, who reſiſt Revenge, give 
a Looſe to Luxury; and They, who mur- 
der not their Enemies with a Knife, make 
no Scruple of butchering the Reputation of 
an inoffenſive Neighbour with the Tongue. 
In ſhort, Mankind, if they are induſtrious 
are indevout, if not impious. And the 
Generality of Womankind, if they have 
ſome Tenderneſs of Devotion, have full as 
much Delicacy Giddineſs and Vanity. O 
what a Deluge is This, which immerges all 
the Virtues of Chriſtianity at once] O what 
a Multiplicity of Thorns to choak the Word 
of God! Can it then be ſupportable in a 
Preacher, amidſt ſuch univerſal Diſtreſs, 
like an effeminate Ovid in his Account of 
the Deluge, to play with the Miſeries of 
Nature in gaudy Deſcriptions and ne 
rical Flights? Can this be a proper way 
lead in ſafety to. the Ark ſo many Souls 
upon the Point of periſhing ? If Man is to 
live by the Word which proceedeth from the 
Mout of Gop ; what a barbarous Treachery 
would it not be, in Us, to lead You to Death, 
by ſubſtituting human Eloquence in our 
n in the Stead of that Word? You 


muſt 
— 
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Mi muſt excuſe me then, Beloved ; if, following 7 
the Advice of St. Auguſtin, and“ treating 
« pernicious Curioſity with Contempt, 1 
« reſolve to ſeek the true God in the Piety . 
of Truth: If, deſpiſing all human Re- 
pects, I apply wholly to the promoting, in 
your Salvation, my own, He who has 
Juen. Word, let him utter my Word faithfully, * 
xii. Tt is Gop who commands both 'Feremiab 
and Us ſo to do. And ſurely you would 
not have us periſh for refuſing to obey him. 
Your Souls are All dear to Us as our own. 
We ſtruggle to lead and go with you hand 
in hand into Heaven, Who then is there 
| | here ſo crnel, among you, who would wiſh 
| to precipitate Us into Hell, by awaking in 
E us a Pride which is impaſted 3 in the — 
of all er and too wakeful e and, 
by meanly ſpiriting us up to t vain De- 
fre of — 1 — flatter d? 
However it is not enough, for your Bene- 
fit, that We, on our ſides, apply Remedies 
to your Evils: You muſt compleat the 
Work on your fide. And what Remedy 
ought you to apply, but a ſerious Attention 
to and Digeſtion of thoſe Doctrins and 
Maxims which may perſuade you to mend 
yout Lives and — To give Light to 
a Room, it is not ſufficient to ſtrike a few 
Sparks of Fire from a Flint: Vou muſt add 


Aliment to the To nouriſh your 
Bodies, 


F 
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Bodies, it is not enough to receive the Food 


in your Mouths: You muſt chew: it and 


7 


| « Metles and the Perfians,” Who would not 


congoct it. Many do by Sacred Sermons 
what Baltlaſſar did by the Prediction of 
Daniel. This unthinking Monarch, amidſt 
the riotous Gaiety of a ſumptuous Entertain- 


ment, is ſuddenly ſhock d at an unintelligible 


Sentence written on the Wall by an inviſible _ 
Hand. And Daniel is inſtantly ſent for to 
interpret the myſterious Cipher. Number, 
Meigbt and Meaſure, O King ſays Daniel) | 
«4 _ _ Interpretation. Gon hath number d 
75 om band hath finif Ait: Thou ar't 
. ps ef in the Ballance nd fund þ 92 
* *l Weight than thou ſhoud ſt have: Thy 
ingdom is divided and i, given to the 


imagin that ſuch a Warning. ſhould have 
alarm d him? Who would have expected leſs 
than to hear him order the City to be double- 
guarded with Sentinels: His Palace to be 
ſecured with a ſtronger Power; and Scouts to 
be ſent-out to watch the A ches of the 
Enemy: But not at all: He is not ſo much 
as moved for his own Safety: But idly amuſes 
——— — iving minute Directions for the 

of Bun, who had alteady de- 
— His Contempt for thoſe Ornaments: 
O what a lively Picture This of what paſſes 


hall ſpend himſelf in devlarog« che Mo 
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naces of Gop againſt Sinners: He : ſhall, 
ſpeax and write againſt them Bitter- 
nei: He ſhall paint to them the -fearful 
Aſſaults of — Death, and geſcribe 
the Dangers and Horrors of eternal Death! 
And the Sermon once over; what comes of 
all his Labours? Why, the Whole ends in 
idle Acclamations of Praiſe. O the fine 
Things he has ſaid ! Prodigious! What a deal 
of Scripture! What high-flown Doctrins ! 
What Eloquence! What not? Ah 2 | 
for Pity's ſake, leave Daniel. without his gol- 
den Collar, without the Purple he Hed 
Leave your Preachers without Praiſe, . with. 
out Rewatd, and guard againſt the Evils 
which threaten you, We want not, Cameleon- 
like to feed upon Air: We covet not your 
Applauſe or your Riches, but your; Souls; 
We have Souls to ſave, as well as Vou; and 
are as liable to be hurried into Pride a8 your- 
ſelves. If then we facrifice all the Plea» 
ſures and Comforts, of Life, which we per- 
| haps might reliſh' as much as you; and! ſa- 
erifice them all to ſave: you; by Humility; 
make us not ſo unkind a Return as to ren- 
der our Sacrifice fruitleſs by dam ning us with 
Vain-glory, No: Leave us to huſh our on 
Pride aſleep as well as we can. In a word, 
1 once more repegt it: Leave Us without 
Praiſe or Rewar , to er oy the Soup 
* n . Souls. 


For 
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For my Part I declare to you, Iwill never 
addreſs you but to tell you the poſitive 
Will of Gor; to invite you to break thoſe 
ſervil Fetters which link you ſo faſt to the 
Earth; and to perſuade you to ſteal a Thought 
ſometimes from the Fleſh and the Creature to 
give it to the Spirit and the Creator. In ſhort 
my whole Purpoſe ſhall ever be, to perſuade 
you, if poſſible, toſhake off that Indolenceand 
that Diſtaſte which detain you in ſpiritual 
Darkneſs and keep you ſo lukewarm in the 
Service of Gop. If then you believe, what 
your Saviour tells you, that Man liveth by 
every Word which proceedeth from the 
Mouth of Gop; if you are ſatisfied, that 
Gop has made us Diſpenſers of that Word | 
If you are convinced, that the Word of 
God is a fruitful Seed; which, ſown in a 
Good Heart diſpoſed to hear and retain 
it, is capable of yielding Fruit an Hun- 
dred-fold ; have a care, that you do not 
choke that Seed of Salvation, that you do - 
not draw Death from the Means of Life, 
by either neglecting to bear it, or not 
hearing as you ought, Remember, that, 
if you hear and do not; you will only 
hear to your judgment: And if warn'd 
of your Evils and Dangers you ſtudy not 
to remove them; Yours will be the whole 
| Guilt of your Ruin. Look ye, Beloved, 
Gop expects ſomething great from You. 
. MES oa 
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and from Me, particularly in the approach- 


ing holy Time. Wo tome! Wo to you! 
Wo to us All; if we fruſtrate his Expecta- 
tions! His Grace is ready at our Call: 
If we neglect it, eternal Miſery muſt be 
our Portion: But if we improve it, eter- 


nal Joy. Whith I beſeech yy Se. in 
the N. ame . &c. , wy 
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8. 5 U K E xviii. 31, to 34. 


Jesvs. took the Twelve and ſaid to them : : 
Behold, We go up to Jeruſalem, and All 
Things ſhall be fulfill*d which avere written 
y the Prophets of the Son of Man. For 
Hie ſhall be deliver'd to the Gentils; and 
ol be moch d and ſcourged and ſpit upon. 
And after they have ſcourged him they 
l kill him, and the third Day be ſhall 
riſe again. And they underſtood None of 
| theſe T bings. | 


EXD 7 HAT I might, Beloved Chri- 
ſtians ! O that I might but calmly 
meditate upon the infinit Induſtry, 
the amorous Providence, with 
which our Almighty Sovereign fo gracioùſſy 
A te to help our feeble Souls and guide 
| Nn n2 our 
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our ; wetting Feet, through this i impervious 
Maze of Miſeries, to eternal Bliſs! How 
could I feed and fatten on the gladding 
Theme | O Thought, exſtatic Thought! 
What heavenly 8 of Seraphic Love 
and grateful Joys muſt not theſe very Hearts 
of Fleſh be raviſh'd with, in Sight of ſo much 


and ſuch ſweet Exceſs of Bounty as that 


with which our Gop exerts himſelf in- our 
Behalf; might we but, quite free from 


| Interruption, enjoy the rapturaus Reflection? 


But ah the black intruding Melancholy 
which damps my riſing Spirits ; bears down 
my Heart with an oppreſſive Horror ; and, 


_ dragging my Mind from the enchanting 


Contemplation of my e Sn 8 
amorous Sollicitudes, forcibl es it to 


the fad Conſideration of Man's Stupidity ! 
Whenever I reflect on this, I am ſtun'd; 


my Soul even ſhrinks ; and Grief, Aftoniſh- 
ment, and Love and Fear and Indignation 


rob me alternately of myſelf, O my too 


loving Jesvs! Whether dos't thou hurry 
with ſuch earneſt Zeal ? To Feruſalem? To 
ſuffer Ignominy, Pain and Death for human 
Nature? Ah! Turn back, too generous 
Jesvs, turn back. If thy Diſciples under- 


ſtood None of theſe Things, when Thou 


did'ſt ſpeak them; mo leſs will Theſe 


underſtand them, when tranſacted, when 
fulfill'd. Turn back, dear Lord; and die 
pot for KT ſtupid Chriſtians : For, 


Chriſtians, 
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| Chriſtians, not ſatisfied with what thou 


has't done, will abuſe all Thou can't do 
do for them ; ; by expecting Thee to 00. 
All. Before thy Paſſion before thy Death, 
what did'ſt Thou not for Them, in thy In- 


- carnation Birth and Life and 9 


Yet what has it ſerved ? What has't Thou 
done to thy Vine of neceſſary which has 
not been abuſed? What can'ſt thou do more, 
of ſuper-abundant, which will not be abuſed? 
Turn then once more; and labour not in 


vain for ſuch a fruitleſs Trunk, as thank- 


leſs, thoughtleſs, ſlothful Man! With all 
the Labour thou has't beſtow'd to cultivate 
this Vine, what has it yielded Thee but 
Thorns and Briars, inſtead of Fruit ? Ah! 
How truly may I not ſay. of Chriſtians, 


with the inſpired Author of the PxovꝝRBSõ, # * * Choy, 


T paſs d by the Field of the Slothful and by 
the Vineyard of the Fooliſh; and behold Nettles 
have wholly fill'd it and Thorns have cover'd 
the Face of it? But O Souls! Lovely pre- 
-cious Souls of Gop ! Favourit Vines! Choſen 
Vines of the eternal Father! O Chriſtians! 
Could you expect Gop to-do more for you 
than he has done? How comes it then 
that Your Affairs are in ſo bad a Situation? 
O dearly, Beloved Faithful! I ſay again, 


how do your Affairs ſtand? Gop has done | 


ſo much to ſave your Souls; and will not 
you think of doing any thing yourſelves? 
_ Surely, Chriſtians, to gueſs by your Lives, 

vou 
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you do not underſtand that All which Go 
has done for you is done to ſave yourſelves ? 


| Surely you do not underſtand what he has 
done, or what remains for You to do? Let 


me then give you a lively Senſe of it: And 


take me as much in earneſt as I ſhall ſpeak 


to you in earneſt, If ever any Subject I 


have handled required you to be grave ;. the 


Preſent does: When I am to ſhew you, as 
T ſhall now proceed to do, WT the Hel P of 
the Divine Light, 


I. The very much which Gop has done 

and does, to fave Mankind: And © 

II. The very Little which Mankind do, 
to ſave Themſelves, 


O Lord, my Gop! Thou, named 
* Source of | Charitable Induſtry! What 
« has't Thou done? Or rather, what has't 


„ Thou not done to ſave us? O! What 


** Monſters of Ingratitude then muſt not 
* We be; if, after doing all for us, Thou 


can ſt not prevail upon us to do Some- 


« thing for ourſelyes? Forbid it, Gop of 
Love, forbid it! Let not the Multitude 


- Mercies, Thou has't ſhower'd on us, be 
render'd fruſtrate, by our perverſe Supine- 


* neſs. But crown thy infinit Profuſion of 
* Beneficence with the celeſtial Gift of 
** ſuch a powerful Grace as may excite 
us to a truly Chriſtian Ardor in the great 


(6 Affair of our Salvation; and make us 
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te All as anxious to be ſaved, as Thou ar't 
e graciouſly ſollicitous to ſave us. 


I. The merciful Induſtry of our all-gra- 
cious Gop, with Regard to Human Nature 
did not confine itſelf, Beloved, to mere un- 
active Wiſhes or unfruitſul Promiſes ; but 
has ſhewn itſelf in the moſt profitable Facts. 
In Gop it has ever been the fame to wiſh 
the Salvation of Man and to promote it, 
by every bountiful Aſſiſtance which a Go 
of infinit Power,, Wiſdom, Goodneſs and 
Truth, could be expected to give a Free 
Being. That Man might-be eternally hap- 
py with Himſelf, he extracted him out of 
the fathomleſs Depth of Nothing; form'd 
him a Soul, a living Soul, a Sdul which 
was an Emanation of himſelf: a Breath of his 
Divinity : And-endow'd that Soul with an 
Underſtanding capable of knowing the 
Greatneſs of his Origin; a Will capable of 
moving him, with grateful ardent. Love, 
towards the Divine Source from whence he 
proceeded ; and a Memory fitted for the Re- 
ception and Retention of all the Ideas ne- 
ceſſary and conducive to his Sovereign Hap- 
neſs. And the more inſeparably to link 
him to his divine Creator, the Almig 
Artiſt ſtamp'd in him an indelible Likeneſs 
of himſelf. Thus Great, thus Noble, thus 
Perfect did Man iffue forth from the Hands 
of: the Almighty, And O Almighty _ 
82 | e jeſty! 


* 
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jeſty! Infinit as this thy merciful Induſtry 
muſt - age to us in itſelf, what is it to the 


ineffably bounteous End Thou had'ſt in 
of conducting him, once extracted from the 
unmeaſured Abyſs of Nothing, to an immea- 
ſurable Altitude of endleſs Bliſs? And ah! 
What a ſweet Exceſs of grateful Love and 
active Gratitude, ought not our Admiration 
to end in; when we reflect, that all this In- 
duſtry was the ſole Effect of thy communi- 
cative Mercy to uſeleſs Creatures as yet in- 
capable of meriting Aught from Thee? O 
Favourit Souls of Gop ! If you cannot love 
a Gop ſo generouſly profuſe of Bounties to 
you, enough to be grateful to him; what 
on this Earth will you love; to What,” 0 
Whom can you be grateful, 

It is hard, Beloved Children; It is very 
hard to ſay, in which Gon manifeſted moſt 
his ſaving Tenderneſs towards you: Whe- 
ther in the natural Gifts he beſtow'd on 

in your firſt Creation, or in Thoſe he 
I iſh'd on you when created, or rather pre- 
red for you againſt you were created. 
hat an Infinity of Prodigies did not his 
wan Induſtry work for your Service, Pro- 
fit and Delight? The Earth, the Air, the 
Seas, the Elements in general, with all 
Things i in them: Sun, Moon and Stars and 
Planetary Orbs ; Plants, Animals, and Fiſh * 
and Fowl, and every other Being animate 
and 1 inanimate : All were produced, not for 
the 
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the Benefit of Cop or of his Angels, who 


had no need of them, but for You. All 


.are ſo many Favours heap” d on You by that 
 all-bounteous  Gop, who, infinitly Foes. 
to ſave you, induſtriouſſy created Them, to 
ſerve You as ſo many Means to lead you to 


Salvation: That You, contemplating in 


Them his infinit Exceſs of Love for You, 


and learning thence how much He is able 
and willing to do for you in the next World 


who has done ſo much for you in This, 


might correſpond to his ardent Love for 
You with an ardent grateful Love .of Him 
in a virtuous active Love for yourſelves. 
And what more could yourſelves wiſh Gop 


for your own eternal Happineſs ? 
- Inſtead of doing thus much for You, He 


might have eternally remain'd without doing 
any thing in your Behalf. From all Eternity 
immenſely and unalterably bleſſed in him- 


ſelf, he might have ever enjoy'd his Spvereign 
infinit Beatitude, without ever launching 


out of himſelf to think on You. And yet 


has he condeſcended to think on you, to 
love you, to provide continually for you; 


and keeps all his Divine Attributes employd 
to your Advantage: His Omnipotence, to 


ſupport your Being and to give Being to an 
innumerable: Variety of Creatures for your 


ud; His unfathonable Wiſdom to diſpoſe 


„ 1: O Oo o all 


to do towards exciting you to repay his ſolli- 5 
eitous Providence with a Provident Induſtry 
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all Things for your greater Good: And his 


 inexhauſtible Bounty, to win you by inef- 


fable Methods to be inamour'd with Good, 
And all this he does with the moſt tender, | 
ardent ineffable conſtant Love, a Love which 


is never tired with heaping Benefits on you, 


and which never will be tired with adding 


freſh Ones, unleſs the Perverſity of your 
- Tngratitude ſhould force him to with-hold 


his Hand. But what farther ſhews the In- 
effability of his providential Sollicitude for 
You, is, that God, in all theſe Benefits, 
communicates his very Self to you. It is He 
who lights you, -in the Sun ; warms you, in 
the Fire; nouriſhes you, in your daily Food; 
delights you in the Harmony of Muſic, and 

comforts you in every Conſolation you meet 
with. You have Nothing, You enjoy No- 
thing, You are Nothing, but what comes 


in from and through him. It is He who 
helps you to whatever you obtain of pleaſant, - 


profitable, needful or ſufficient : And helps 


Fou, with Delight to himſelf; not for any 


Advantage you can bring to him, but for 

the pure gracious. Pleaſure. he takes in afford- 
ing you every Advantage which may. bring 
you ſafe to him. It is He, who cloſes your 


Eyes to ſeep watches at your Pillow to 
r 


guard you, from Danger, while you doſe; 
and, when you wake, directs your Steps and 
ſends his Miniſters the Angels to ſmooth 


pour Way, 1% you hurt your Foot againſt 
> ( . 5 7 9 * 
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@ Stone. In ſhort, It is He, who conti- * P/ 
nually aſſiſts you, to provide you with Ne- 


ceſſaries; helps you to Speech, to Motion, 
and to Life; delights in every Succeſs you 


meet with, and therefore diſpoſes every 


Thing to ſucceed to your Advantage, or is 
diſpleaſed when you perverſely turn it to 
your Diſadvantage. EO YUEN KgeaF 

Do you want then, O Chriſtians, farther. 
Proofs of the exceſſive Induſtry which the 
Almighty Love has exerted to ſave Vou? Take 


then theſe freſh Proofs. © The Glory he pre- 


es ſor Vou, he could have abſolutely re- 


ſuſed without Injuſtice, after all you can or: 
could have done; or, in granting, he might 
have granted it as a mere liberal. Gift, 
which you by Nature were incapable of 


meriting merely of yourſelves. Inſtead of 


which, to make you as compleatly bleſſed 


as your Nature was capable of being 


made, he put it in your Power, Each, 


to attain to the Function of his All ſatiating 
Bliſs in your own Right: And this He did 


by entering inta a Gracious Covenant with. 


you, and pledging his eternal Truth to grant 
you everlaſting Glory and Felicity, on cer- 


tain Conditions extremely eaſy ſolidly plea= | 


fant and abſolutely neceſſary (independently 
on that Covenant) even for your temporal 
Felicity. Conditions, which, but to name 


them, muſt force a Bluſh even from the 
Reprobates who nat only ſlight but openly 
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violate them : Condi itions, which mount to 
nothing more than loving your Eternal 
Benefactor and giving him Proofs of your 
Sovereign Love for him by ſerving honouring | 
and obeying him above all his Creatures; 
and loving One-another for his Sake. 0 
Prodigy of ' Perverfity | O the ungrateful 
Propenſity of Human Nature, to find Dif- 
ficulty in the Obſervance of ſuch amiable 
Conditions! O Man ! O Monſter Unparell'd 
M,e-onſter of Ingratitude! Doth then be 
. * Pſalm Seat of Iniquity cleave to Thee ſo cloſely,* 
„ neſt. Labour in a Precept of 2 | 
| much Facility Delight and Utility . to 
Thee? But what ſhall 7 ſay: The Goodneſs 
of Gop has only ſerved to fuel the In- 
gratitude of Man; The Almighty, know- 
ing the Perverſity of Human Nature and 
how much Man's Proneneſs to Evil would 
| incline him to transform Eaſe into Diffi- 

. culty, Favours into Hardſhips and Bleflings 
into Curſes, would even guard him from 
himſelf; and therefore mercifully fortified 

him with ſupernatural Grace, and thus 
raiſed him above himſelf. But, alas, Man, 
ſtupid, thankleſs thoughtleſs Man: thus 
raiſed, thus fortified, ah enobled Kill 3 
inſenſible of the Greatneſs of his 
In a word, as David more beautifully” e BY | 
preſſes it, Man when he was in Hottbur did 
not underſtand : He ua, compared to the 
Brutes, by his low-minded Purſuits, and 
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became like them in the Gratification of his 


Man to be eternally happy with the Angels 


in Heaven, by ſtudying to be, in obedience 
© to his Divine Maker, temporally fo in Society 


with his Fellow-Creatures on Earth: And 
Man baſely and fooliſhly ſpurning at the 
Gracious Offer of his Divine Benefactor for 
_— ſake af ſtooping to a Level with Brutes 


pon Earth, choſe to be temporally miſe- 


— here, to be eternally fo hereafter in 
the Society with Devils, Thus, to return 
to the Prophet, Man, when he Was in 
Honour, 40 


Nay ſunk beneath them 
| Ah! Who-might not have ated then, 


Beloved Chriſtians, after ſuch a Baſe Return 


for ſo many and ſuch infinit Favours, to 


ſee the Almighty with-hold his bounteous 


Hand, repudiate the ungrateful Species, and 
create Some New, ſome more deſerving; 


Race to heap his Mercies on? Thus did he ö 


act with os rebellious Angels; when he 


created Us to fill their vacant -Seats:: Thus 


did We richly merit, he ſhould act. with 
us; when We, more baſe than They, per- 
verted his greater Mercies towards us to an 
unnatural Revolt againſt him: And thus had 
he acted; he would have done us no more 
Injuſtice than He did to Them. But O with 

what 4 ſtupendous Tenderneſs of Charity He 
0 0 Q 


not underſtand: He was. com- 


pared with the Brutes, and become Hi ke them: 
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He not ſhew how much greater Value he 
ſet upon Mankind than on the Angels! 
Them, when they ſinn'd, he would not 
ſuffer in his Preſence ; but plunged them 
ſtrait, from their celeſtial Seats, down to 
the Abyſs of Hell: And yet would dain to 
ſtoop himſelf down to very Hell to lift-up 
Man, finful Man, almoſt againſt his Inclina- 
tion even to Heaven. Yes, My Dear Jesvus: 
Yes, my Gop. Thou, from the Depth of 
thy prodigious Love, to ſave us almoſt in 
ſpite of us; to conquer in ſhort our obdurate 
Hearts, with ſuch an ardent Charity as 
might ſuffice to melt even Flints into a 
Senſe of Gratitude, Thou would'ſt deſcend 
from thy celeſtial Throne; debaſe thyſelf 
to the Aſſumption of our Nature to thy 
own ; become our Brother; and give thy- 
ſelf a voluntary Victim for our Crimes: 
And O with what a Throng of wondrous 
Circumſtances of unfeign'd Affection did'ſt 
thou not accompany this generous Step! 
Oh Chriſtians! When the Lord of Heaven 
deſcended upon Earth, he came with ſuch 
anxious Eagerneſs to give you Proofs of his 
Love, not only in doing but in ſuffering 
for you, that, hungering after Pains, he 
would not loſe one ſingle Inſtant of Tor- 
ture. In the very firſt Moment of his 
Human Life, within his Virgin Mother's 
ſacred Womb, he would enjoy by antici- 
pated Induſtry, all the Miſeries he came 
1 3 ta, 
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to ſhare with human Nature: And there- 


fore preſented to his Imagination every 
bitter future Circumſtance' of his whole 
Life, his Paſſion and his Death; his Poverty, 


Fatigues, and Stripes; his Buffets, Scourges, 
Thorns and Nails and Croſs and Death. 


And becauſe the Greateſt of theſe Evils 
were not to torment his precious Body ſo 
ſoon; the Impatience of his Love call'd his 
heavenly Fore- knowledge to aid, that They 


might torture his Spirit with an inward 


inceſſant Martyrdom, even before his Birth. 
And when he was born, that he might 
ſuffer the more, he would be born of a 
lowly poor and unregarded Virgin, not at 
his Mother's Home; but in a foreign Village, 
in a foreign Stable, expoſed to every Hard- 


ſhip of the moſt inclement Seaſon of the 


Year and of the moſt ungrateful Hour of 


the Night. Nay more, unable to bear the 
waiting to ſhed his Blood for Man, till the 
appointed Time for ſhedding the Whole, 


he muſt even begin to ſhed it from his 


earlieſt tendereſt Infancy, for Sinners whom 


he perſonated in the Act, tho' all Innocence 
himſelf, When he grew-up, what did he 


not do and ſuffer for us All? What weary 


Days and ſleepleſs Nights did he not fill up 
his whole Life with? How hard did he not 
labour with his precious Hands, for the 


Support of his loved Parents and himſelf? 
What innumerable fatiguing Journeys _ 
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he not meaſure with his Feet, for the In- 
ſtruction of us All? What Affronts, what 
Indignities, what Pains, what Hunger, 


Thirſt and Wants and Injuries did he not 


voluntarily encounter, Day after Day, and 


Year after Year? And why? Was it for any 


Need himſelf could have of all this? No, 
no: He could receive no Advantage from 
it, as Gop and Lord of all his Creatures, 
able to do with them whatever he pleaſed, 
and incapable of receiving Any additional 


, Felicity from Aught which is out of him- 
ſelf. He came — Infant, poor trembling 
with Cold, fainting with Hunger, aban- 


don'd by All, and in extreme Diſtreſs, 
on purpoſe to encourage us to ſuffer Some- 
thing with and for him, and to accuſtom 


us to an Affection for the Sufferings and 
Wants, and even voluntary Diſtreſſes which 


we muſt endure for Gov and our Salvation, 
Ah! can it be poſſible then, that, after ſuch. 
a noble Example of God's ſetting us, We 
can think of Nothing but Delights, can ſuf- 
fer Nothing but our Eaſe ; and do Nothing 


but ſleep and idle away our Time in total 


Inaction or an fruitleſs Action? 

But what is all I have faid? Nothing: 
Mere Nothing to the farther Inſtances of 
God's Divine Sollicitude for our Salvation. 
How much, how greatly he defired it, and 
labour d for it, nay ſuffer' d for it, his 
Paſſion, his blood . Sweat, his Scourges, 

his 
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| His Buffets, his cruel Crown of Thorns, 


the Cords, the Nails, the Hammer, Croſs, 
and Ignominy and Death he ſuffer'd, bear 


ſufficient Witneſs. Ah Chriſtians ! Do you 
reflect, what means a Gop's being out- 


Tageouſly reviled for You ; ſcourged, buf- 
feted and torne and bruiſed and wounded 
for. You; for Vou condemn'd to an ignoble 
Death, a Death, in Bitterneſs equivalent to 
the united Deaths of all his Creatures? Ah! 
Why did he conſent to be loaded with a 
heavy Croſs, to be exalted on it, to have 


his ſacred Hands and Feet nail'd to it; to be 
_ expoſed upon it to the Blaſphemies of Men, 
to the utmoſt Outrages of Hell, and even 


to the Dereliction of his eternal Father 
to expire in the Embraces of it and pour 
forth his precious Blood upon it with ſuch 


a generous Profuſion as not even to leave 


one fingle Drop in his precious Body which 


he did not ſhed for You ? Why, Lay, but 
that, exalted from the Earth himſelf, He 


might draw you All to himſelf, by giving 


you an early Apathy for earthly Enjoyments, 
an early Tincture of Love for his Croſs and 


for the Glory which is the promiſed Reward 


of Such as chearfully ſhare with him in his 
Sufferings? Such, Such, Chriſtians, was the 
great End of Gop's Sollicitude for you: 
Your Salvation was the End of all he did, 

of all he ſuffer d. And ſo ardently did he 
purſue this End, that, to compaſs it, had 
. Vox. I. P p p | 
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one Death not been ſuper-abundantly ſuf. 
ficient; His Love would have made 
him chearfully ſubmit to Thouſands of 
Deaths and Sufferings more, all equally 
bitter, nay infinitly more ſo, if that was 
Mble. In fact, finding the Much, the 
.- mfinitly Much, he had decreed to do 
and ſuffer for you to the End of his 
Mortal Life, fall ſtill infinitly ſhort of his 
infinit Exceſs of Love for You ; therefore 
would he perpetuate his Death and Suffer- 
ings to the End of Time that his precious 
Blood might daily flow afreth for You in 
the uncruental Sacrifice of the Altar; that 
You might draw freſh Recruits of Life from 
the Fountains of Your Saviour in the ado- 
Table Sacrament of the Euchariſt, This 
was his exalted Purpoſe and thoſe the 
Means he took to effect it. 
But Thoſe were not all! A Love like that 
of Go for you would not content itſelf with 
exerting his common Providence, to ſave you; 
with ſuffering, to fave you; with dying to 
ſave you; with leaving you a laſting Legacy 
of his Body and Blood, to fave you : Unleſs 
he left you his Divinity alſo, to ſave you. 
He knew, as he told us, that iT zs the Spirit 
which quickeneth the Fleſh profiteth Nothing. 
And therefore, after leaving his precious Body 
and Blood to us for a laſting Legacy -and 
Monument of his Love and Deſire of our 
Salvation: Take ye: This is my Body: This 
| . A 3 8 
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It my Blood of the New Teſtament which ſhall 
be ſhed for you to th Remiſfion of Sins; He 
thought it not enough to ſheg that Blood and 
leave it to us as a precious but inanimate 
Pledge of his prodigious Love. He would 
even raiſe It up again, reanimate It with his 
Spirit, and give us, in It, his whole Spirit; 
That We might, at our Pleaſure, receive, in 
It, all he had to give, Himſelf, his Heavenly 
Father and the Holy-Ghoſt ; in ſhort the 
whole Omnipotent, adorable Trinity. And 
that he might engage us to ſet a juſt Value 
on fo immenſely great a Treaſure left us; 
He ſent us the Holy-Ghoſt to enlighten our 
Minds with the Knowledge of the in- 
finit Benefits communicated to us in this 
ineffable Myſtery of Love, to enflame 
our Hearts with an ardent Thirſt of re- 
. ceiving it, and to invite us to this inva- 
luable Banquet by innumerable Inſpirations, 


Spiritual Lectures, Sermons, edifying Exam 


ples, Miracles, and other Graces, Lights, 
and heavenly Means. O infinit Overflow 
of prodigious Love ! 

Thus much O Chriſtians, did your mer- 
ciful Gop, do to ſave you: And this is 


what your Saviour hinted to his Apoſtles 


in the * — of my Text: Behold, We 


Feruſalem and all Things ſhall be 


Ears d which were written by the Prophets 
Y the Son of Man. And what were Thoſe 


Ppp2 Things? 
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Things? Why: The Mercies the ineffable 


Benefactions of Gop to Man which I have 


juſt related. Your GOD ſhall be deliver d 

to the Gentils for You; and ſhall be meck'd 

for You; and feourg'd for You; and ſpit- 
upon for Vou; and after They hare ſcourged 


Him, they will Kill him ; and even this will he 


endure for You; Al the third Day he 
ſhall riſe again, and all for You. O Bounty 
paſt all tracing! Had it been | poſſible 
for any one Perſon of the Bleſſed Trinity to 
ſtand in need of Something to be done 
for his eternal Safety; what more, m 


Jesvs, could'ſt Thou have done for thy 


Eternal Father, or thy Holy Ghoſt than 
Thou would'ſt do for me and every Chri- 


ſtian in particular? Would'ſt Thou, Gop 
and Man as thou ar't, deliver up thy Divine 
Perſonage to the Gentils to be tortured and 


inſulted ? The ſame thou would'ſt do for 


Us. Would'ſt Thou ſubmit for Love of 
Either of thoſe Eternal Perſons to be mock d 
and ſcourged, and ſpit-upon? All this Thou 
would'ſt even undergo for Us. Would'ſt 
Thou for Them even ſuffer ' thyſelf to be 
aſſaſſinated? Even ſo Thou would'ſt for 
Us? And would'ſt Thou alſo raiſe thy affaf-- 
finated Body again to Life on purpoſe to 
give thy living Self in Food to them? m? Ah! 
all this is nothing more than what Thou 


would'ſt even do for the Leaſt, the Meaneſt, 


of 
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of Us all! And yet, what more could'ſt 
Thou do for thy Eternal Father, for thy 
Eternal Spirit, for thy Eternal Self, than 
what thy Love urges Thee to do for us and 
our Salvation? What more could'ſt Thou 
offer them in preſent than thy living Body 
and Blood, Divine and Human Nature ? Nay 
more, I ſay, my Jesus: In thy Eternal, 
infinit, ineffable Intercourſe of Love with 
the F ather and the Comforter, what had'ſt 
Thou to give them of more, or more inva- 
luable than thy whole bleſſed Self? And 
would not thy tender Love for Man be 
ſatisfied, unleſs 

O Love ſuperior to all Comprehenſion ! No 
wonder, that, while they were only fore- 


told, the N : who heard them, ander- 


ſtood none of theſe Things, For what: daring 
| Mortal could ever have hoped, or expected, 
or even thought it poſſible, - that a Gop 
infinitly unalterably eternally happy in him- 
ſelf, independently on any Creatures, ſhould 
dain to ſtoop ſo low, and heap ſuch immenſe 
Benefits on ſo uſcleſs, worthleſs, thankleſs a 

Creature as finful Man, out of a pure de- 
ſire of ſaving Him ho was ſo very indif- 
ferent © about + ſaving himſelf? Who, 7 Jay, 
could have thought it poſſible, till our all- 
gracious Gop reduced it to Fact? No Won- 
der therefore that This' Word was hidden 


A the very Apoſtles, and that They un- 
derſtocd 


thou give all this to Him? 


b. 
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| derſlood not the Things which were ſaid, 


till they were done, But now they are 
done, O Chriſtians, what ſtrange Infatua- 
tion blinds you from underſtanding them? 
O ſtrange Inſenſibility ! O fooliſh and Slow 
to believe! How long will You remain 
ignorant of, and thankleſs to the immenſe 
Profuſion of your Almighty Sovereign's 


Favours? And that you are Ignorant of 


them, who can doubt who compares the 
Almighty's Conduct towards You with your . 


Behaviour to him? How much, how infi- 


nitly much has he not done to fave Man- 
kind! And yet how little (O how little) do 


Mankind do to ſave themſelves ! 


II. No Chriſtian, I am ſenſible, is willing 
to be thought ignorant of the much which 
Ixsus CaxrIsT has done for him. All 


| Chriſtians believe, at leaſt pretend to believe 


in all theſe Things which Chriſt told his 


' Apoſtles: But alas there is fo very little Simi- 
litude between the Belief of Chriſtians and 
their Practice, that a Man muſt have the 


Heart of a Tiger not to melt with Concern. 


Every-Day we ſee. this Life grow ſhorter 


and ſhorter and conſumed by peace-meal, 


by Time, by inclemency of varying Seaſons, 
by Sickneſſes, Labours, Wants, Anguiſh, 
Diſaſters and an almoſt infinit Change of 
Cauſes: And ſtill is the Whole of our Senfes, 


Päaſſions, 
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Paſſions, Reaſon, Graces, Souls and All 

blindly devoted to this fickle Life. Every- 
One ſighs after Heaven with a Thouſand 
Vows: Every-One pretends to It by ten 
Thouſand Titles; Yet is every Affection, 
which proceeds from every human Heart, 
a Snare which decoys and fixes it to Earthly 
Life. That Beauty which ſo enchants us in 
this Life, muſt have an End ; thoſe Riches 
which ſo infatuate us muſt have an End; that 
Applauſe which ſo bewitches us muſt have 
an End; Thoſe Honours which ſo attract 
and ſwell our Ambition muſt have an End; 
an End, in a word, there muſttbe to this 
very. Fleſh which ſo intoxicates, betrays 
and enflaves us: Our Souls alone neither 
will nor can have an End. And yet what 
Abſtinence, what Pains, what Watchings 
what Induſtry and Anxiety is not ap- 
plied to preſerve and adorn our Beauty, to 
augment our Wealth, to provoke our 
” Praiſes, to graſp at Power Pomp and 
Dignities, and to pamper this fraudulent 
Fleſh? But to fave our ptecious immortal 
only Souls, what is done? What Pains are 
taken? What Induſtry applied? Ah! No- 
thing but the moſt horrible Negligence. 
fills our Days, our Months, our Years, 
our Life! With St. Gregory we may fay 
of the Major Part of Mankind: © They 
place their whole Confidence in tran- 
— 5 e ſitory 
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< ſitory Objects; they deſire not ſo much 
* as a Taſte of Aught but what is tran- 


« fient: And therefore, burying all their 
Thoughts in fleeting. Things, they loſe 


e the very Wiſh of what is permanent.“ 


O lovely Souls of Gop ! Look then about 
u. Give an alternate Glance towards 


Heaven and Hell, O Heaven! O Manſion 


of unending Joys! O Hell! O Seat of ſem- 
piternal Horror! O the deſpairing Shriek 
of This! O the tranſporting Melody of 
That! O dreary Dungeon of Tortures in- 
expreſſible! O bleſt Abode of ever- ſmiling 
Pleaſure! O racking Pangs! O Pangs for- 
ever to be felt; never, ah never to be told! 
O exquilit Delights Delights prepared 
for human Hearts to enjoy, above the 


Reach of human Words to expreſs! O 


the Legions of Fiends employ'd in tor- 


turing there! O the Gop of Immenſity 
beatifying here! O Miſery! O Bliſs! O 


the Blaſphemies! O the Songs of heavenly 
Praiſe ! 0 the Darkneſs! O inextinguiſhable 
Light! O Heaven! O Hell! O Eternity! 
Is the ſaving of the Soul nothing leſs than 
a lifting of it up to eternal Repoſe, and 


exſtatic Enjoyment in the beatific Em- 


braces of Gop? Is the Loſing that Soul 


nothing leſs. than precipitating it down to 
inceſſant never-ending Torture in an un- 


2 Combat with the Devils ; And which 


ever 
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ever be our Lot, muſt it be for an Eternity, 


a whole Eternity? O incom prehenſible 


Fool-Hardineſs! What a Hazard do We 
run ! Suſpended between unquenchable 
Flames and inſatiable Joys, between an 
Eternity of exquiſit Anguiſh, and an Eter- 
nity of exquiſit Bliſs, ſtill do we aſpire ? Still 
do we Hugh! ? Still do we preſume? Still 
do we think on Nothing but ſpending our 
Days in Earthly Enjoyments, to deſcend in 
an Inſtant into Hell? But ah! All this is 
Innocence in the preſent flagitious Age: 
When the Time of Chriſtians is engroſt 
and laviſh'd in Intrigues of Luſt; in frau- 
dulent Purſuits, in the Promotion of Re- 
venge, Ambition, Luxury, Avarice Glut= 
tony, Libertinage and Infidelity and Atheiſm. 
What Time is given now to Gop ? What 
Days to the Holy Sacraments? What Hours 
to public or domeſtic Prayer ? What Minutes 
to the Soul? Gop and his Church and Sacred 
Scriptures are ſunk to Diſrepute, The Firſt 
is become an Object of Indifference: The 
Second a Subject of Contempt: And the Laſt 
Matter of mere Ridicule, a Common-place 
Book of Jeſts, and Repartees. To tell even 


Catholics now, that Sundays muſt be ſancti- 


fied intire to Gop, is being a Rigoriſt ; that 
Feſtivals and Faſts are dangerous to violate, 


that Lent is not a mere political Invention 


but a facred Inſtitution, is being a Bigot ; 
to add that regular Chriſtians ought to keep 
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themſelves in daily Fitneſs for the Holy 


"Sacraments and regularly approach to them 


at proper ſtated Times, is now mere Prieſt- 


craft. Now to hear a ſcanty. Service, of leſs | 
then half an Hour, Gop knows how, upon 


a Sunday, and ſpend the Remainder of the 
Day in Dreſs, in Chat, in idle Parties, Viſits 


of Pleaſure, or Rendez=yous of Buſineſs, in 


Play, in drinking, railing, _ ranting, Ca- 


lumny, and. Scandal, and eyery vicious or 


diſſipating Occupation, is ſanctifying the 
Sabbath-Day. To hear Prayers on other 
Days of, Obligation, is now become a ſu- 


pererogatory Good-work. And Faſts and 


Abſtinence are now eſteem'd a Matter of 
Indifference, mere Indifference. How buſy 
is not half the Catholic World in this 
Nation to prepare for the approaching 
Lent? But how? Is it to examin their 


Conſciences, to deveſt themſelves of their 


Sins and ſinful Habits, and to enter into 
a holy Spirit of voluntary Penance? Is it, 
in a word, to ſatisfy Gop's injured Juſtice? 
To bumble their pamper'd Fleſh? To ac- 


quire the Virtue of Temperance? To, faſt 


forty Days after the Example of Chriſt, 
that they may render themſelves - more 
worthy, to partake of the Banquet of his 


precious Body and Blood in their Eaſter 


Communion !. No, no: Imagin it not, 
Beloved. The chief Anxiety of modern 
Catholics is, how they ſhall lay-in a ſuf- 
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ficient Stock of Gluttony before-hand, that 


they may not be too great Sufferers by Lone, 
but may rather make themſelves previous 


Amends for what is denied them in Lent 


with what they devour in Carnaval; or, 
that eating themſelves ſick they may not be 


obliged to faſt, tho to faſt themſelves welt 


in, And of Thoſe who will not quite run 

theſe Lengths, how Many are already buſied 
in calling-forth all their dorment Achs 
and Pains, and Weakneſſes and work'd-up 
Fears; in conſulting their Phyficians, their 
| Apothecaries, their Nurſes, their Sycophants' 
for tolerably plauſible Pretexts to ground a 
Diſpenſation on: And how Many, in im- 
poſing upon their Directors, and more on 
themſelves, to obtain a Licence which nei- 
ther He can give nor They receive? Ah 
what is it could poſſeſs then thoſe Perſecutors 
of their Senſes who lived in ancient Times? 
What could induce them to chuſe the 


moſt fearful Solitudes for their Abodes; 05 


| where, ſurrounded with Tigers Wolves 


and other Savage Animals, the Graſs of 


the Fields ſerved them for Meats, the 


Water of the Brooks ſerved them for their 


Drink; where their Beds were the rude 


Furzes of the Deſert, their covering the 
Sky; where naked they ſtood expoſed to 


all the Inclemencies of Heat, of Cold, of 


Damps, and ſcorching Sun-Beams, and all : 


FARE: Reſt conſiſted only in a few broken 
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Slumbers on Briars, Thorns, and r 


Crags ? What could provoke them to treat 


their tender Limbs ſo rudely ; to torture 


them with Whips and Diſciplins and Nettles 


and every cruel Inſtrument; and ſtarve 
their Bodies to Imbecillity with Faſts and 
rigorous Abſtinences? A generous Souls! 
I own, I had almoſt accuſed You of Cruelty 
in thus aſſiduouſly torturing yourſelves, 
But O how do your Rigours reproach 
the preſent Delicacy of modern Chriſtians, 

O primitive Saints! Well do thoſe Self-tor- 
menting Rigours ſpeak how well you knew, 
what an enormous Evil it is to loſe Gop; 
What an immenſe Bleſling it is to 

Gov, to enjoy Gop, and that forever, 

O Dearly Beloved, Chriſtians! Shall 
Theſe Saints have done ſo much; and 
found it neceſſary, with all their Innocence, 
to do thus much to fave themſelves: And 


' You, with all your Guilt and dangerous 


Diſpoſitions, have no - occaſion to do An 
Thing? Shall They have faſted their whole 


Lives from worldly Pleaſures, nay from 
the Neceſſaries of Life, to attain ta the 


Feaſt of Heaven? And ſhall You even grudge 
to faſt one Lent from Superfluities to ſave 
yourſelves from Hell? Shall Gop himſelf 
have done ſo much to ſave you; and You 


refuſe to do any thing to ſave yourſelves ? 
Ah! be wiſe, and trifle not with thoſe 
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a Value on. He created you, to ſave you; 
preſerves you, to ſave you; took Fleſh of 
you, to fave ; converſed with you, ſuffer d 
or you, to fave you; and even died to ſave 
you. Vouchſate then, at leaſt, to live, to 
fave yourſelves. Begin from this Moment 
to ſet about it. Profit by the ſacred ap- 
proaching Time of Penance, to ſhew your- 


We are not leſs. obliged to fave ourſelves 
than thoſe Chriſtians were who -labour'd 


for it with ſuch inceſſant Self-denial. We are 


not in a greater State of Security than They 
were, We are not leſs capable, than They, 
of eternal Bliſs ; nor leſs in Danger of Eternal 
Damnation. Ah! what means then our un- 


accountable Tranquillity, or rather Supine- 


neſs, in a Work of ſuch laſt Importance: 
Where We as much as They are threaten d 


with all the Terrors of an unequal War 


with thoſe Powers of Darkneſs, who are 


combating againſt our Spirit ? It means, that 
our beſt Inclinations, our. beſt Thoughts, 


our beſt Wiſhes, are ſuffotated by intruding- 


Vanities and Corruption: That our Souls, 


with ſhameful Inverſion, ſuffer the Paſſions 


to get the upper Hand of Reaſon, Sin ta, 
take place of Grace and the Word of Gon. 
It means, that we forget how much that 
. Great and gracious Gop has done to fave us, 


and that we muſt do Something to ſave 
gurſelves. It means, that we do not ſuffi- 


ciently 


Lelves defirous to be faved. Remember that 
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ciently conſider the immenſe Odds between 
an Eternity of Felicity in the Enjoyment 
of Gop and an Eternity of Miſery in the 
Society of Devils. It means, that we never 
ſufficiently reflect, with St. Paul, that be 
Suffering of this preſent Time are not worthy 
to be compared with the future Glory which 
Il be reveal'd in us, in Virtue of the 
Paſſion and Death of Chriſt. In ſhort, It 
means, that We, - infinitly leſs excuſable 
than the Twelve, have as yet underflood . 
None of Theſe Things, Great Gop! Thou 
Source and Fountain of all Lights, why 
do'ſt Thou not make them evident to us? 
| But ah! Why ask this of Gop: As if he 
ad not already exerted his whole Omni- 
xz potence and Mercy to illuminate us? Ah! 
4 Let us own, that it is a crying Shame, 
that Chriſtians ſhould be ſo ignorant of 
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theſe Truths as, by their Ingratitude, they 
ſeem to be. Great Gop of Glory! Shall infi- 
nit Majeſty have ſtoop'd itſelf to an offenſive» 
Stable, thence to aſcend on an ignoble Gibet ? 
Shall he have ſhed' ſo much precious Blood 
of his own, and exacted ſo much from 
his Sacred Martyrs and other Self-torturing' 
mortified Chriſtian Heroes? Shall he have 
inſtituted ſo many and ſuch venerable' 
1 Sacraments and Myſteries ? Shall he have 
2 wrought a Number without Number of 
| ſtupendous Prodigies for the Eſtabliſhment” 
of our Holy Religion : That this Religion, 
* that 


= aA J A 
. 5 N A "WT. - - * * 
_y 7 ve # * * 3 
1 * F , 7 * 1 * — 
* 1 ” 


n Quinquageſima 'Sunpay, 
k the Fruit of ſo much Divine and 
Human Blood, ſo many Fatigues, and 


Pains, and Deaths, and Lights and Graces, 


ſhould end in-—-what? In ſprinkling 
our Cradles with. a little hallow'd Water? 
And That merely, that We may give up 
our whole Life after to Idleneſs, to Tricks, 
to Intrigues, to Pleaſure, to Eaſe, to Inde- 
votion, to Sin? Ah! For. Pity's Sake, or 
Pity to the Blood of Chriſt, for Pity o 
your on ineſtimable Souls which colt: 
him fo dearly, reſolve, O Chriſtians, to 
change your Conduct for a Wiſer. Woe to 
you, if your Thoughts remain ſo buried as 
they are in early Enjoyments. Woe to you, 
if Your Thoughts are not directed to your 
own Salvation which merits your firſt your 
chief Attention. Woe to you, if, lull'd 
aſleep by the Affairs of this Life, you neglect 
to diſpoſe well thoſe of the Next, A ec 
Eternity 9 upon it. Ah! If y 
ſhould; with encreaſing Anguiſh, 9 
loſt to yourſelves, You will irremediably 
cry-out : O unhappy me! My. Gon; came 
down to the Earth, that I might with inef- 
fable Mercy be raiſed to Heaven : And be- 
hold me plunged into Hell. This Soul of 
mine was e at a prodigious Price: 
And J as cheaply have loſt it, and loſt it 
irrevocably. * loved me to an incom- 
| prehenfible Era And yet behold me eter- 
nally buried in * avenging Flames of his 
EY _— Hatred. 
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Hatred. Govp did, on his fide, every Thing, 
to place me among his Saints, and Lo! 
E How I have irrecoverably ſunk myſelf into |. 
4 an Aſſociation with Devils, there to weep *|' 
2.3 with Gnaſhing of Teeth for a whole Eternity. 
13 But ah! Forbid, Great Lord of Lords, that 
3 any of theſe Chriſtians, to whom I ſpeak, 
k  _ ſhould ever be reduced to ſuch a late and 
ZH fruitleſs Repentance. But ah! what Kind 
4 of Preſervative ſhall you uſe againſt ſuch a | 
fruitleſs Sorrow? Why: Your Pteſervative, . | 
Beloved, muſt confiſt in this: Live like Per- 
ſons who have Death and Eternity in View, 
And live in ſuch a conſtant Preparation for 
Death and Eternity as that you may deſerve 
to live eternally. Since Gop has graciouſly 
done ſo much to fave your Souls; Bluſh at 
the very Thoughts of doing ſo little, as the 
Generality of you do, to fave yourſelves, 
. O Fountain of all Wiſdom, give me to 
teach theſe Chriſtians the high Importance 
of acting thus: Or rather, O Thou, my Gop 
vouchſafe to make them feel it -! Which I 
beſeech Gop, &c. In the Name, &c. 


49. 


— — 
- 


— 


End of the Firſt Vol une. 


1 


